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RECLAIM - Don’t Drain Our Rivers! 
Show your support at the Rally for the Rivers

February 15-17, 2008
 
The Putnam County Environmental Council (PCEC) will 
sponsor the Rally for the Rivers, February 15-17, 2008, an 
event designed to inform, entertain, promote nature-based 
tourism, and encourage public involvement in the protec-
tion of our natural resources. 
 
On Friday, February 15, a Water Supply Workshop will be 
held from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm at Ravine Gardens State 
Park in Palatka.  The St. Johns River Water Management 
District will give an overview of plans to provide water to 
our region’s ever increasing population. Participants will 
also learn about Florida water law and the condition of 
St. Johns and Ocklawaha riverine ecosystems. The value 
of conservation and the potential of desalination technol-
ogy will also be discussed as alternatives to using surface 
waters to satisfy human needs.  Finally, find out what to 
expect during the upcoming Legislative Session to help citi-
zen activists prepare. The workshop is offered to the public 
free of charge but a $10 donation is suggested to help 
cover costs. Please reserve your seat by emailing Karen@
pcecweb.org. 
 
Rally for the River field trips will offered on Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday. You will find a complete, downloadable 
trip list at www.pcecweb.org. Whether you like to canoe, 
hike, bird, or just take a relaxing cruise on the Ocklawaha 
or St. Johns rivers, there’s an adventure for you.  Trips are 
led by skilled guides and most are offered free of charge. 
Reservations are required. 
 
Saturday, February 16, is the River Fest – a day of music, 
literature, art, exhibits, yummy foods and more at Ravine 
Gardens State Park in Palatka from 10:00 am – 5:00 p.m.  
Friends from across the state will come together to hear 
stories and music performed by some of Florida’s best folk 

musicians and storytellers on three stages.  The River Fest 
includes ranger-led park tours; environmental exhibits; 
arts, crafts, and tables full of books from University Press 
of Florida; and, a fun raffle and silent auction. 
 
Saturday evening, an evening  dinner and concert to help 
fund PCEC’s River Protection Initiative will be at Ravine 
Gardens State Park in Palatka.  The cash bar will open at 
5:30 followed by dinner at 6:30, artfully prepared by Jeri 
Baldwin and staff from Crones Cradle Conserve.  Gov. 
Charlie Crist has been invited, but at this writing is uncon-
firmed.  Former Governor Buddy McKay will talk briefly 
of his days in Tallahassee and then turn the stage over to 
Songweaver, Amy Carol Webb.  Tickets are $50 and are 
available at www.pcecweb.org or by mailing your check to 
PCEC, PO Box 1836, Interlachen, FL 32148. Table spon-
sorships are available for your organization, business, or 
group of friends.

continued on p.2

Rhexia Article Submissions

Please! Submit unformatted word docu-
ments only.  Submit pictures as separate jpg 

or tif files. Send all article submissions to: 
rhexia@gmail.com

Deadline date for March newsletter 
submissions is February 17th. 



Plant of the Month: Pine Trees
by Paula Russo

http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu
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Sunday, February 17, TAKE ACTION! Bring your shovel to 
Rodman Dam and plant trees as part of the  Peoples’ 
Restoration at 9:00 a.m.  About every three years, 
Rodman pool is drawn down in an attempt to control 
overgrowth of exotics like hydrilla that make the pool 
unnavigable.  During these periodic drawdowns, over one 
square mile of the Ocala National Forest is exposed, giving 
us an opportunity to begin reforestation of the Ockla-
waha’s floodplain forest.  
 
On the other side of the dam on Sunday, it’s the Rally 
Wrap-Up Party with food and music. A pontoon boat 
shuttle service will carry passengers to and from the 
Muscogee Nation of Florida’s demonstration hunt camp at 
Davenport Landing.  Bring your canoe or kayak and paddle 
this scenic portion of the Ocklawaha River.
 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Quality Inn on 
the St. Johns River in Palatka for February 14-17. Call 386-
328-3481 before February 4, 2008 and be sure to mention 
Putnam County Environmental Council to qualify for the 
special rate. This is race week in Daytona and rooms will 
be difficult to acquire. Don’t delay! Make your reserva-
tions today!

For directions contact: David Zeigler at davidpzeigler@
aol.com, 352-546-4715.  For general information, or if you 
want to help, be an exhibitor, or have something to con-
tribute to the silent auction/raffle, please contact Karen 
Ahlers at: karen@pcecweb.org or call 352-546-3560. 

Rally for the Rivers, continued from p. 1

The following was taken from the UF/IFAS Florida Forestry 
Information Web site, www.sfrc.ufl.edu:  “The pine family 
is the largest of the coniferous group of trees.  Many prod-
ucts derived from this family are associated with humans’ 
daily lives and activities.  Most of the structural timbers 
used to fabricate homes; most of the pulpwood used in 
the manufacture of newspapers, magazines, and countless 
other paper products; and chemical derivatives used in the 
manufacture of rayon, cellophane, turpentine, and plastics 
are derived from the pine family.   Certain pharmaceutical 
preparations also contain compounds from this family of 
plants.  Trees of this family are also prized ornamentals.”

So, humans depend heavily on pine trees, but so do 
wildlife.  According to the organization “People for Trees,” 
based in Sarasota, the pine tree is home to over 11 species 
of birds, more than any other tree in Florida and they also 
state that the pine tree produces more oxygen than any 
other tree.

By most accounts that I have checked with there are seven 
species native to Florida, with one of these species, the 
slash pine, having two forms (Pinus elliottii and Pinus el-
liottii var. densa).  An interesting exception is the listing by 
Florida Forestry of 
two varieties of 
sand pine as well.  
Ocala sand pine 
(Pinus clausa 
var. clausa) and 
Choctawhatchee 
sand pine (Pinus 
clausa var. im-
muginata).   

What is most im-
portant is there 
is a pine suitable 
for almost every 
setting.  Longleaf, 
shortleaf and 
slash like sandy 
soil and are 
drought tolerant 
after established.  
Loblolly is more adaptable with a greater tolerance of clay 
soils and poor drainage.  These species can become large 
trees – 50 to 100 feet.

Sand pine and pond pine are usually smaller trees – 25 
to 50 feet.  The sand pine is a major component of scrub 
habitat and so needs deep, well drained sandy soil.  Its 
root system is very sensitive, though, and does not do well 
where there is vehicular traffic or even heavy foot traffic.  
Slash pine can also have a touchy root system.  Slash pine 
can deal with some moist soil and for boggy wet sites, try 
spruce pine or pond pine.

Pines, continued

Volunteers Needed for the 
Kanapaha Spring Garden Festival!

The Paynes Prairie Chapter has been selected to set 
up the main display at the Kanapaha Spring Garden 
festival in March.  We will be meeting sometime soon 
after our board meeting on February 5 to discuss 
our display on native plants found in wetland habi-
tats.  We welcome all members to participate in this 
important display that will be seen by thousands of 
visitors at this wonderful festival.  If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Paula Russo at Prusso52@
netzero.com/352-495-5611.



Trillium
Submitted by Claudia Larsen

Many gardeners are 
attracted to the un-
usual forms of plants 
or unusual colors. One 
of my favorites are 
the perennial Trillium 
that live on deciduous 
forests hillsides and 
choose late winter to 
emerge in large drifts 
and flower before the 
forest canopy encloses 
them in dark shade. 
“Nature lovers in the 
Appalachian states can 
count on early spring 
beauty from up to a 
dozen species of Tril-
lium that grow in rich mesic forests and floodplains. Flower 
colors can range from white, yellow, pink or maroon and the 
flower sepals can be held erect over the plant or gently nod-
ding beneath the leaves. 

Here in Florida there are 4 species listed and those are 
found on specific sites in only a couple counties in extreme 
north Florida. But amazingly there was a small relict of 
woods in Gainesville that had a community of Appalachian 
region plants that must have been pushed down here 
thousands of years ago by geological changes. This patch of 
green contained plants like oaks, Buckeye, Hearts-a- busting, 
violets, passiflora and to my surprise...Trillium maculatum.  
Spotted WakeRobin”  is a member of the Lily Family and 
grows from horizontal brown rhizomes beneath the soil. It 
grows 4-6 inches  with showy broadly ovate-elliptic leaves 
that are dark green with varying degrees of mottled spots.  
(see picture) The flowers are said to have a spicy banana-like 
odor.  This species is only found in Florida, Georgia, Alabama 
and South Carolina.

This patch 
of Ap-
palachian 
green I 
mentioned  
is now 
known 
as SW 34 
Street and 
Camelot 
apart-

ments, but thanks to botany professors and a group of vol-
unteers many of the Trillium were successfully transplanted 
to Kanapaha Gardens a couple decades ago where they 
flourish along the concrete path in the dry wooded area 
between the sinkhole and the Kanapaha Lake. I hope you 
can take time this month to see their stately but short emer-
gence which only lasts 3-4 weeks.  They are great subjects 
for pictures or drawings too. I am curious about the name 
WakeRobin and wonder if this plant was named because 
the plant’s emergence in the spring coincides with the early 
spring migration of robins. 

If you have Trillium in 
your yard, they may 
have been a part of 
this rescue mission. 
Unfortunately these 
plants will seldom be 
found at a nursery. 
Seed germination is 
reported taking 3-7 
years. Division of the 
stolons is possible (see 
picture) but again, 
growth may take 3-4 
years for a plant to 
fill a small pot  taking 
away from its crop 
potential in a nursery. 
Advances in tissue culture may make Trilliums more plenti-
ful and affordable in the future from specialty nurseries. 
Cultivation can be accomplished in a home garden if you 
have an area with winter sun and summer shade, reduced 
competition from other plants and a moist to dry loose soil. 
Trillium can also be kept in a large pot, but remember it will 
be dormant for 11 months of the year!

Mark Your Calendars!  
FNPS Spring Native Plant Sale!

Morningside Nature Center, 3540 E. University Ave. 
April 11, Friday evening from 4:30-6:30pm for FNPS 

members 
April 12,  Saturday morning from 8:30am-12:30pm 

for the public

February 24-29, 2008 is the 9th Annual National In-
vasive Weed Awareness Week.  People and groups 
from around the country will meet in Washington 
DC to focus national attention on the severe impacts 
caused by invasive weeds. For more information, go 
to The Invasive Weeds Coalition website at:
www.nawma.org
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Don’t Plant These Invasive Plants!
Submitted by Claudia Larsen

The Florida Exotic Plant Pest Council has developed a list of 
category I and category II invasive plants and strongly recom-
mends that Florida residents refrain from planting these spe-
cies in their yards.  To view the 2007 FLEPPC List of Invasive 
Plant Species, go to www.fleppc.org.

Plants are placed 
on the Category 
I list when there 
is documented 
evidence of envi-
ronmental damage.  
Category II plants 
are considered a 
potential danger 
to environmental 
areas.  Some of 
the Category I 
plants commonly 
found in our area 
are Mimosa tree, 
Coral Ardisia shrub, 
Asparagus Fern, 
Camphor Tree, Wild Taro, Cogon Grass, Lantana camara, 
Ligustrum, Japanese Honeysuckle, Nandina Shrub, Mexican 
Petunia (Ruellia) and Wandering Jew.

Speaking of Invasives!
Join the February 9 

Ardisia Removal Work Day 
at Dudley Farm State Park from noon to 3pm

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, Dudley 
Farm demonstrates the evolution of Florida farming from 
the 1850s to the mid-1940s-through three generations of 
the Dudley Family.  Park managers rely on volunteers to help 
remove invasive plants from the property and in the past 

4 years FNPS members have made a large contribution to 
removing Ardisia crenata from a sinkhole area behind the 
pasture and also in the wooded areas near the house.

We will meet once again to continue our efforts—the work is 
not too difficult. There are many small seedlings that can be 
hand pulled and larger plants can be lifted from the soil with 
shovels.  Some tools are provided but you can bring your own 
shovel, hand trowel or clippers, along with work gloves. Long 
pants and long-sleeve shirts are recommended.  Bring water 
and a snack to enjoy after the weed pull. It’s only a couple 
hours, but a group like ours can make a big difference since 
we usually remove about 10-15 large bags from the site. You 
may wish to tour the house and historic outbuildings in the 
afternoon at your own leisure. This special place takes you 
back to old Florida and will give you great appreciation for the 
lifestyle of post civil war ancestors. 

Directions (allow 30 minutes drive time) From I-75 and SR 26 
(Newberry Rd) drive west for 7 miles. You will pass Jonesville 
area at SW 170 Street. From Jonesville the park entrance sign 
is about 1 mile on the right. (If you see the large Horse Arena 
Pavilion then you missed it)   We will meet at the visitor cen-
ter at Noon.  Bad weather contact: Claudia Larsen at: 
352-466-388

Please volunteer for the River Rally!

The Florida Native Plant Society is joining a host of other environ-
mental groups to show our support for the Putnam Co Environ-
mental County proposal to remove Rodman Dam and restore the 
natural flow of the Kissimmee River.  Please read Karen’s article 
in this issue on the history of this situation and plan to come in 
person to her talk. This abuse the riverine environment is only a 
part of the huge contention around all our water sources and the 
future of Florida drinking water.  Karen is one of the authorities of 
this subject and is well versed in the history or the problem, the 
politics involved and what actions need to be taken immediately 
to remediate the situation and keep our native plant ecosystems 
functioning as they should.

The River Rally is planned to draw attention to the situation, 
educate and win support from all Floridians for proposals that 
protect natural waters.  FNPS will set up our display at Ravine 
Gardens State Park in Palatka and we need volunteers to help sit 
at the booth for 2 hour shifts from 10am-5pm on Saturday Febru-
ary 16.  Please consider coming for a morning or afternoon to 
help out. You do not need to be an expert on water quality—just 
be a happy supporter of Florida native plants and ecosystems!  It 
will be an enjoyable day with many displays, food and entertain-
ment in the beautiful Ravine Gardens Park. 

Directions to Ravine Gardens State Park: Take SR 20 (Hawthorne 
Road) east for 42 miles. In Palatka turn right at Mosley Avenue 
and drive ½ mile. Turn left at Twigg Street and the park address 
is 1600 Twigg Street.   Sign up at next meeting, email Claudia 
Larsen(calarsen@ufl.edu) or phone (352-846-1070).

4



5

Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission’s
Native Ground Cover Restoration Program

The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is cur-
rently restoring abandoned improved pasture on public lands to na-
tive plant communities that historically occurred on site prior to their 
alteration. The goal is to eliminate exotic pasture grasses and establish 
native ground cover species. The first step involves the preparation 
of pasture sites by disking and herbiciding with glyphosate to remove 
bahiagrass (Paspalum notatum) or herbiciding only to remove bermu-
dagrass (Cynodon dactylon). These exotic grasses have the ability to 
out compete native vegetation once established, and their complete 
elimination is the key to any successful native ground cover restora-
tion project (Figure 1). 

Once the restoration site is prepared, the next step is to harvest seeds 
of desirable plants from suitable donor areas. Since, many improved 
pastures on FWC managed lands were historically flatwoods commu-
nities before they were altered, the main target species are wiregrass (Aristida stricta) and lop-sided Indiangrass (Sorgas-
trum secundum). These 2 plants are considered keystone species of flatwoods ecosystems because they provide fine fuels 
that carry fires through the landscape. These fires are critical for sustainability once the community is established.  However, 
restoration is not limited to flatwoods, and FWC is also in the process of restoring sandhills on a few areas. Regardless of the 
plant community, donor sites must be within 100 miles of the restoration site to ensure that the seed stock is from plants of 
similar ecotypes. It is hoped that this will result in a greater success rate of seed germination and seedling survivability.

Harvesting seed at the landscape level (most restoration sites are greater than 50 ac in size) is a mechanical operation, and 
FWC uses specialized equipment called flailvacs.  Flailvacs are available in variable sizes and can be mounted on the front of 
a tractor or ATV.  The height of the unit can be adjusted at the seedhead level of the target plant(s). A series of brushes are 
mounted inside which rotate and strip off the seed as the flailvac is passed over. Normally, about 2 acres of seed must be 
collected for every acre planted. The flailvac-collected seed is often augmented with hand-collected seeds of other desirable 
native species to obtain the desired seed mix.  The seed is spread out to dry for a few days then bagged and transported to 
the recipient restoration site.    

Planting is accomplished with another specialized piece of equipment called a Grasslander.  The Grasslander basically 
consists of 2 seed boxes or hoppers in which the seed mix is placed. Mounted below the hoppers are a series of disks and a 
row of airless tires. Seeds are dropped directly on the ground between the disks and the tires via tubes attached to the seed 
hoppers. The disks scarify the soil in front of the falling seed, and the tires subsequently roll the seed into the ground ensur-
ing good soil contact.  

The FWC monitors the donor sites to ensure that there are 
no impacts to the community from repeated seed harvesting, 
and also monitors the recipient sites by taking an inventory 
and estimating relative abundance of the plants that germi-
nate over time. Some impressive results have been achieved 
so far. The exotic grasses have been eliminated, and sites that 
are currently in year 2 post- seeding exhibit a robust ground 
cover of wiregrass and lop-sided Indiangrass in addition to 
other native species (Figure 5). 

Interested in participating in this project?  Check out the 
FWC’s  job opportunities on page 8!
 

Figure 5

Submitted by Kent Williges
Figure 1



2008 Calendar of Events
Please check the Paynes Prairie chapter page at www.FNPS.org for most current information and directions to field 

trips.  All 2008 meetings will be at Division of Plant Industry, Auditorium, 1911 SE 34 St, Gainesville, 
7:30-9pm.  The plant ID workshop prior to the meeting begins at 6:30.

  
Feb 5     Planning Mtg: BOD/Planning Meeting-Env Hort Greenhouses/UF  5:30-7pm 

Feb 9    Workday: Ardisia Removal at Dudley Farm State Park

Feb 12    Meeting: Karen Ahlers - “Rally for the Rivers”

Feb 15-17   Field Trip: Rally for the Rivers  Festival          
  
Mar 11    Meeting: “Invasive Pests Affecting Native Plant Ecosystems”
    Dr Adam Silagyi, Pest survey specialist, APHIS, USDA 

Mar 15    Field Trip: Edible Plants Walk with Herbalist Susan Marynowski    
  
Mar 29-30   Kanapaha Gardens Spring Festival
  
Apr 8    Meeting: Cheryl Petersen – “Endangered Plant Conservation at Bok Tower” 

Apr 11-12   Native Plant Spring Sale at Morningside Nature Center
  
May  6    Planning: BOD/Planning Meeting- UF Environmental Horticulture 
    Greenhouses  5:30-7pm

May 13    Meeting: TBA

May 17    Field Trip: Local Walk TBA
  
May 15-18   2008 FNPS State Conference/Bradenton

6 continued on p. 7

February 12 Program
Karen Ahlers: “Save Our Rivers! Management Strategy for the Future of our Rivers”

Please join us in February when Karen Ahlers will be giving an update on the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District’s plans to use the St. Johns and Ocklawaha Rivers as surface water supply sources for central 
Florida. She will discuss existing conditions on the rivers and PCEC’s strategy to protect these ecosystems from 
further harm and restoration of the Ocklawaha by removing Rodman Dam. Of course, she will also be promot-
ing the upcoming River Rally!

Karen is a grass roots activist and has been president of the Putnam County Environmental Council since 2002. 
During her tenure as president, the organization’s membership has increased by 500%, PCEC has become a 
Federally recognized 501(c)3 non-profit, and now has an office near Melrose. Karen is a native and resident of 
Putnam County and feels passionately about protecting, conserving and restoring the area’s natural environ-
ment. 
 
In 2005, under Karen’s leadership, PCEC was named Conservation Organization of the Year by Florida Wildlife 
Federation for its Ocklawaha River restoration efforts.  That same year, she was named Conservationist of the 
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2008 OFFICERS - DIRECTORS

President  
Brian Quinn/386-454-4340/Brian.quinn@ARS.USDA.GOV

Vice President
Paula Russo/352-495-5611/Prusso52@netzero.com

Secretary
Erick Smith/352-380-0648/edsmith@ufl.edu

Treasurer
Joe Durando/386-462-5455

Chapter Representaive
Heather Blake/352-225-1381/Naturaltreasuresandlandscaping@

yahoo.com
Membership

Goldie Schwartz /352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Field Trip Coordinator

      Jamie Barichivich/352-375-1972/wbarichivich@usgs.gov
      Newsletter Editor

      Mary Santello/352-378-3098/santellom@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution

Alice Tyler/352-528.3968/pinetyl@atlantic.net 
Plant Rescue

J. Barichivich/352-375-1972/jamie_barichivich@usgs.gov 
Publicity & Media

Vacant position
Director

Debbie DeLoach/debbiedeloach@cox.net
Director

Ellen Thoms/352-333-3814/emthoms@dow.com
Director

Jennifer Staiger/jennifer_staiger@usgs.gov
Director

Claudia Larsen/352-466-3880/micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com
Director

Jill McGuire/352-475-1567/mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Plant ID

Paul Cohen/paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER OF 
THE FLORIDA NATIVE 

PLANT SOCIETY

The Rhexia is published 
monthly September - 
November and January 
- May by the Paynes Prairie 
Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society. The 
purpose of the Florida Na-
tive Plant Society is the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native plant 
communities of Florida.  See our website at: www.
fnps.org.

Year by Florida Wildlife Federation, Outstanding De-
fender of the Ocklawaha by Florida Defenders of the 
Environment, and received an Oak Leaf Award from 
Florida Sierra for her work to restore the Ocklawaha 
River.  She is also a long time member of FNPS and a 
former editor of the Rhexia.

Plant ID table will be open for business from 7pm-
7:30pm for those who arrive early.  Refreshments and 
plant raffle will follow our speaker.  See you soon!

Karen Ahlers, continued

Health Fair Embraces Native Plant Wisdom
 
The Second Annual Gainesville Holistic Health Fair will be held on 
February 2, 2008.  We would like to extend a special invitation to 
native plant enthusiasts, because we will feature native plants at 
the fair.  Hard to believe?  Well, we have artist Susan Trammell 
exhibiting and speaking on painting plants as a way of getting to 
know them.  We will have herbalist/ naturalist/ ecologist Susan 
Marynowski giving an herb walk on medicinal and useful plants 
common in Gainesville.  And artist Johnny Dame, a seventh-gen-
eration Floridian, will be showing his Wildflower Wheel of the 
Year painting, as well as other Florida native art.  
 
Holistic health is new to many of us:  Where to begin?  We have 
gathered together practitioners in a variety of alternative healing 
modalities and made them available to answer your questions.  
In addition, alternative health practitioners from an amazing ar-
ray of modalities (including massage therapy, acupuncture, Zero-
Balancing, Reiki, Cranio-Sacral Therapy, Orthobionomy, Mid-
wifery, Shiatsu, and more) will offer a sample trial of their work 
for only $20 per session.  There will be a number of empowering 
and fascinating talks on health issues including vaccination, 
homeopathy, yoga, hypnotherapy, biomagnification, sound 
and rhythm in healing, healthy fats, healing art workshops, the 
Cherokee medicine wheel, and more.  
 
There will be a fantastic lineup of musicians, art, spoken word 
poetry and dance performances, and creative children’s pro-
grams.  There will be healthy Nourishing Traditions food for sale, 
and local shops and artisans offering healthy and sustainable 
products.   Profits from the Gainesville Holistic Health Fair will go 
to three local nonprofits:  Habitat for Humanity - Women Build, 
Harvest of Hope - Scholarship Fund, and the Gainesville Breast 
Milk Fund.  We ask for only a $5 donation for adults at the entry, 
because children are free when accompanied by an adult.  Each 
$1 donated buys a raffle ticket for doorprizes, with drawings 
every hour, so plan to stay all day, meet friends you haven’t seen 
in a while, eat healthy delicious food, and enjoy the show.  
 
The Gainesville Holistic Health Fair will be open from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm, located at the United Church of Gainesville at the 
corner of NW 5th Avenue and 17th Street.  For more informa-
tion, contact long-time FNPS member (since 1982) Maria Minno 
in Gainesville at (352)375-3028, or check out the website: http://
www.fullcirclemassage.org/hhf/  
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Juniperus chinensis, “Blue Vase”  Chinese Juniper   Cupressaceae     China, Mongolia, Japan
Rubus trivialis    Southern Dewberry  Rosaceae  Native
Dichanthelium commutatum  Variable Withchgrass  Poaceae  Native
Rubus argutus    Sawtooth Blackberry  Rosaceae  Native
Celtis laevigata    Hackberry   Celtidaceae  Native
Symphyotrichum dumosum  Rice Button Aster  Asteraceae  Native
Clematis terniflora   Sweet Autumn/   Ranunculaceae  Japan
     Virginsbower 
Hamelia patens    Firebush   Rubiaceae  Native
Rhododendron simsii, “Red Formosa”  Southern Indian   Ericaceae  India
     Azalea 
Buxus microphylla   Boxwood   Buxaceae  Asia

Plant ID Workshop: January 2008 FNPS Meeting
Submitted by Paul Cohen

Steve Christman on floradata states (http://www.floridata.com/ref/B/buxu_mic.cfm): the “Littleleaf boxwood has not 
been found in the wild. It has been in cultivation in Japan since at least the 1400’s, but no one knows where it originally 
came from - China, Korea, Japan? Perhaps it was created by gardeners by hybridizing and/or selecting other species, 
or perhaps it has simply gone extinct in the wild.”  Christman further states: “Many of the Chinese juniper cultivars are 
propagated from cuttings which generally root readily. Some of the upright cultivars are more difficult to root and are 
grafted, usually onto J. chinensis ‘Hetzii’ or J. virginiana seedling rootstock.” This means that some ornamental Chinese 
junipers may have native rootstock.

Thank-you all participants.  The workshop is educational and not a plant ID service.  Nomenclature is based on “Atlas of 
Florida Vascular Plants” (http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu).  

FYI: New to the U.S.: Red Palm Mite in Florida
 
RED PALM MITE (Raioella indica) has been found in Florida 
(Palm Beach) - this is not a surprise but has officials worried.  
The red palm mite has been present on Caribbean islands since 
at least 2003, and is native to Old World tropical and subtropi-
cal regions. It is known to attack 32 varieties of palms, includ-
ing coconut, areca and date palms; as well as banana, helico-
nia, and ginger.  Native palms in Florida are at risk.  According 
to the Palm Beach Post, about 7 percent of Florida’s $3 billion 
wholesale nursery business is devoted to palms. 
 
For more information, see Lori Trummer, USFS R10, James 
Worrall, USFS R2, and Gerard Adams, MI State U., Briefing Pa-
per: Phytophthora alni subsp. uniformis, a first finding in North 
America, Prepared November 18, 2007.  
Submitted by Charlie Pedersen

FWC Jobs Available! 

The Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission is 
currently seeking assistance with the ground cover restora-
tion project. There are 2 fulltime Biological Scientist II (OPS) 
positions available in Gainesville with a starting salary of 
$15/hour plus overtime. Individuals with experience and/or 
interest in botany, plant taxonomy, range management, 
wildlife management or related fields are encouraged to 
apply. Good plant identification skills, knowledge of Florida 
ecosystems, experience with vegetation sampling meth-
ods and data management required. Experience with GPS, 
PDAs, ArcView GIS, ATVs, and Microsoft Office software 
(Access, Excel, …etc) preferred. Applicants must be willing 
to occasionally work long hours in the field (10-12 hours/
day) often in remote locations, and will need to have flex-
ible schedules, and be available for extended days (4 days/3 
nights) in the field during the normal work week (transpor-
tation provided; lodging and meals will be reimbursed).  

Jobs are headquartered at the Florida Wildlife Research 
Institute’s Wildlife Research Laboratory in Gainesville. Con-
tact Kent Williges (kent.williges@myfwc.com) or call (352) 
955-2230 ext.116. Please provide a current resume and the 
names of three references by February 8th, 2008. 



    Advertisements are now being accepted for the Rhexia newsletter! 
If you would like to support the Paynes Prairie chapter please send a business card size ad to 
Charlie Pedersen at charliepedersen@gmail.com. The ads cost $100 and runs from October 

2007 to September 2008.

NOTESTEIN NATIVE NURSERY
String Lily         Crinum americanum

Tree Agave                 Agave decipiens
Stiff Dogwood            Cornus foemina
Red Mullberry                Morus rubra
Flatwoods Plum      Prunus umbulata
100 species trees, shrubs, ground cvr.
 Gainesville /  Appointment: 372-2107

Shop Online and Raise Funds for FNPS 
The next time you need to shop online, check out Giveline.com and a portion of your purchase will be donated to FNPS!  
Giveline.com has over a million best-selling products, and every purchase you make generates a donation for FNPS.   
Giveline.com is an online store created for the community-minded shopper, offering more than a million products includ-
ing books, movies, music, electronics, house wares, gifts and more.   Every purchase generates a donation to FNPS - an 
average of 16% of sales will go directly to FNPS.   FREE shipping for a limited time for new shoppers (Use discount code 
NCD07 during checkout). submitted by Karina Veaudry
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL  32611

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, February 12th

7:30 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:30)

Doyle Conner Bldg. DPI
1911 SW 34th St.

Gainesville, FL

 Monthly Meetings
Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday

in September - November and January - May at 7:30 p.m. at the:
Doyle Conner Building

Division of Plant Industry
1911 SW 34 St., Gainesville

 Plant ID workshops precede each meeting at 6:30 p.m.


