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 Our Meeting This Month: 

 “The Herbarium: How Botanists Preserve  
and Study Plants” 

About Our Speaker 

Mark Whitten, Senior Biologist, Florida Museum of 
Natural History 

Dr. Mark Whitten is a botanist in the FLAS herbarium at the Florida Museum 
of Natural History in Gainesville.  His research interests include the pollination 
biology and classification of neotropical orchids and the use of DNA sequenc-
ing to help identify plants.  His current research centers on a floristic invento-
ry of the Ordway-Swisher Biological Station, as well as field work in Alabama 
and Virginia as part of a large collaborative study of forests of eastern North 
America and eastern China. 

 

Florida Native Plant Society Mission: 
Promote the preservation, conserva-

tion, and restoration of the native 
plant communities of Florida. 
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Kanapaha Botanical Gardens. Saturday, Feb, 6th. 
Meet at 9:30 for a master gardener guided tour at 10 
am. Bring a brown bag lunch for a social picnic on 
the garden grounds after the tour. For 10 or more 
participants, we get a discount admission price of 
$5.75 down from $8 but it must be paid in one lump 
sum when we enter at the gardens on Saturday 
morning.  For more information contact Karen 
Garren at iluvfla@cox.net or call (352) 316-3453. 

This tour of the Herbarium will be led by Mark Whit-
ten, our speaker at the February meeting.  The Her-
barium collection is located in Dickinson Hall, the 
former Museum of Natural History building, which is 
the vine-covered structure that resembles a Mayan 
pyramid base.  It has been many years since a public 
tour of the herbarium has been permitted so this is a 
rare event for which we are grateful to Mark for ar-
ranging. 

It is located on 1659 Museum Road, one block west 
of SW 13th Street.  Meet at 9:45 AM at the front door 
where Mark will let us in. 

Parking – On weekends, visitors may park in the 
parking garage on the northeast corner of the New-
ell Drive-Museum Road intersection. 

 

 

 

  

The Mushroom Gods were smiling on a dozen partic-
ipants of the wild edible mushroom hunt held in ear-
ly January at the Temple of the Universe property 
north of Hague. The weather was cool and wet, the 
trails were well-mowed and easy walking, the milky 
glow of hawthorns’ winter foliage (Crataegus 
uniflora) shone through the understory as though in 
flower, and at the top of the hill overlooking the 
pond, Eastern hop-hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana) 

added golden 
color. 

 Our intrepid 
hunter/gatherers 
had many inter-
ests and diverse 
backgrounds. 
One young man, 
of about 12 

years brought his Audubon field guide and was in-
strumental in finding new specimens. His enthusiasm 
generated much discussion about turkey tails 
(Tramestes versicolor) vs. false turkey tails (Stereum 
ostrea) and was rewarded with a few Chantharellus, 
both golden (Cantherellus cibarius), and a red spe-
cies (C. cinnabarina). Two other participants were 
entomologists; they dis-
covered a rare mass pu-
pation of net-winged 
beetle larvae 
(Calopteron discrepens), 
for which follow up nat-
ural history investiga-
tions are planned with 
the cooperation of Temple property management.  
Rob found a spade-foot toadlet (Scaphiopus 
holbrooki) and Robert a couple of lovely funnel spi-
der webs.  Other mushrooms found were fawn 
mushrooms (Pluteus cervinus), the white jelly fungus 
(Tremella fuciformis), a red Boletus sp., a couple of 
milk mushrooms (Russula sp.) and  Lactarius spp., 

February 6 Field Trip 

February 20 Tour of the UF Herbarium 

Report on January Field Trip 
By Karie Garren 

Temple of the Universe Mushroom Foray 

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
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also the lovely gemmed amanita (Amanita 
gemmata), and dozens of different wood-inhabiting  
and decaying  polypores which I usually do not iden-
tify because they’re not edible. 

A perplexing orange mushroom growing in groups 
on logs was initially thought to be the poisonous 

Jack-O-Lantern 
(Omphalotus 
illudens), but turned 
into Gymnopolis 
liquiritae, distin-
guished by its small-
er stature, scattered 

to gregarious rather than cespitose clumping, 
adnexed (notched) rather than decurrent gill at-
tachment, and bright rusty orange spore print. It is in 
the Cortinariaceae family and a fine remnant cortina 
was found on one specimen.  It is also toxic, causing 
gastric distress. The identity was confirmed by a visit 
to the UF 
Mycology 
Lab where 
Mark Elliot 
and Matt 
Smith were 
encountered. 
Grad post-
doc Rosanne 
Healy was very adept at determining microscopic 
and chemical characteristics.  

Mushroom hunting is always an adventure! 

 

 

 

The Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition film brought 
out a good crowd for the January meeting.  We ad-
mired the stamina of the four people who made the 
1000 mile trek in 100 days, ending on Earth Day, 
2012.  They walked, kayaked, canoed, biked, poled, 
and even portaged their gear, holding it overhead as 
they waded through shoulder-deep portions of the 

Everglades; they rode on airboats and horseback 
with horses provided by ranchers along the way.  We 
marveled too at the bear that traversed 500 miles in 
two months.  (It had been outfitted with a radio 
transmitter collar, allowing viewers to see his path, 
thanks to the bear biologist on the expedition.) 

What is it that stops large animals, such as bears or 
panthers, or even indigo snakes, from traveling 
throughout the 
state? It’s not the 
ranchers, the 
farmers, the sub-
urbs, fences, our 
lakes, or the St. 
John’s River.  It’s I-
4!  This was prov-
en by the collared 
 bear ; it traveled 
half way up the state from the Everglades into Cele-
bration, Disney’s  model community,  but was 
stopped by I-4; it subsequently turned back to the 
south, whereas the four expedition humans safely 
dodged the traffic  and ran across I-4 .(Some of us 
held our breath  as we watched.)  

What’s the solution for saving our large animals?  
More wildlife underpasses, as well as habitat protec-
tion.  And as the expedition proved, this habitat 
must be contiguous.  Piece-meal parcels will not suf-
fice. 

  Report on January Meeting 
By Lois McNamara 

“Ranchers are typi-
cally good stewards 
of the land.” The 
Florida Wildlife Cor-
ridor Expedition 
film. 

“Conservation easements keep your land the 
way it is today.”   Expedition quote 

*** NEW PLANT RESCUE FUND *** 

Paynes Prairie member Pete Wallace has donat-
ed over 150 potted specimens of rescued wood-
land poppymallow (Callirhoe papaver) which the 
Chapter will sell at the upcoming plant sales, the 
proceeds from which to be used for future plant 
rescue expenses.  Stay tuned as we work out the 
details.  Thanks, Pete! 
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PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER CONTACT LIST 

President 
Rob Garren ecologist@cox.net 
Vice President 
Mark Elliott mse@ufl.edu 
Secretary 
Ellen Thoms ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com 
Treasurer 
Goldie Schwartz afn49@mindspring.com 352-495-3983 
Chapter Representative 
Sandi Saurers sandi@bbos.com 
Director 
Connie Caldwell connie.caldwell@sfcollege.edu 
Director 
Karen Schneider karenks98@yahoo.com 
Director 
Jill McGuire mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net 
Director 
Michael Bubb Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu 
Director 
Dan White dtwhite.gville@gmail.com 
Field Trip Coordinator 
Karen Garren iluvfla@cox.net 
Newsletter Editor 
Lois McNamara rhexia@gmail.com 

Membership Chair 
Goldie Schwartz afn49@mindspring.com 352-495-3983 
Plant Rescue 
Jamie Barichivich m.terrapin@gmail.com 352-375-1972 
Plant ID 
Paul Cohen paulcohen2002@yahoo.com 
Chapter Website Maintenance 
Karen Schneider karenks98@yahoocom 
Facebook Page Maintenance 
Lisa/Howard Jelks jelkslg@gmail.com 
 
Chapter Website: www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org 

 

 

There's a treat in store for us at the property of Dan 
White – 6 acres of restored native habitat.  Seepage 
slope, limestone outcroppings, creek, spring ephem-
erals such as trillium, lots of native azaleas! 

 

 

SPRING YARD VISIT SATURDAY, 
MARCH 5 

 

It Pays to Join!  New and Renewing FNPS members will be given a credit at Notestein’s Nursery equal 
to the dollar amount of the membership fee.  Call Jim at 352-372-2107 to cash in once you’ve joined. 

Photo from USF Atlas of Florida Plants 
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**** WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR **** 
 

Requirements: Good word-processing skills.  Desktop publishing experience desirable but not necessary. 

Compensation:  

1.  Immense sense of gratification for doing something to promote Florida’s native plants and con-
tribute to saving the real Florida. 
 

2. Opportunity to work with the leaders of Paynes Prairie’s Board of Directors, a great group of envi-
ronmentalists.   

 

 

January 30th, at Natural Areas around Gainesville: The Great Invader Raider Rally Invasive Plant Roundup, 
(formerly the Great Air Potato Roundup which shows how effective we’ve been over the decades!), has its 
15th annual event. As Native Plant enthusiasts, I’m sure you’ve often looked with dismay at non-native 
plants taking over some favorite places. During the Roundup from 9 am to 11am, up to 1,000 volunteers 
under trained leadership will work to remove invasive, exotic plants and trash from Gainesville’s natural ar-
eas.  We are then invited to Morningside Nature Center for a celebration that includes t-shirts, music, priz-
es, environmental booths, games, and local food trucks.  

To pre-register with our NPS group, please contact Karen Garren at iluvfla@cox.net or call (352) 316-
3453.  

For more information, visit the City’s websites at: 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/Nature
HeritageEvents.aspx,  

City website – www.CityofGainesvilleParks.org ,  

Facebook page – www.facebook.com/cityofgainesvillenature 

Twitter – www.twitter.com/gainesvilleprca . On social media: #gnvGIRR  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GREAT INVADER RAIDER RALLY 
INVASIVE PLANT ROUNDUP 

January 30, 2016 

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/NatureHeritageEvents.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/NatureHeritageEvents.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cityofgainesvillenature
http://www.twitter.com/gainesvilleprca
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Who Among Us Can Grow This Plant?                           

You could win $100 worth of plants from Notestein’s Nursery if 
you are the first to propagate Rhexia (our namesake) from seed. 
You will need to grow several flats of 4 inch pots in time for ei-
ther our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to qualify.  Call Jim with 
questions: 352-372-2107.  

 
 

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card size ad in JPG or TIFF format to our Treasurer.   
Ads run January – November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50. 
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Paynes Prairie Chapter: Florida Native Plant Society 
Activities Calendar for 2016 

 
January 

Saturday, January 30 – The Great Invader Raider Rally (Invasive Plant Roundup), 
9:00 – 11:00 AM at various City locations.  See article in this newsletter for more information. 

 
February 

Saturday, February 6 – Master Gardener Guided Tour, Kanapaha Botanical Gardens 
Meet at 9:30 AM for 10:00 Tour.  See article in this newsletter for more information. 

 
Tuesday, February 9 – FNPS General Meeting 7 PM (6:15 for Plant ID) at the Unitarian  

Universalist Fellowship Hall.  “The Herbarium: How Botanists Preserve and Study Plants” 
 

Saturday, February 20 – Tour of the UF Herbarium.  Meet at 9:45 AM in front of Dickinson Hall  
located on the UF campus.  See additional details including parking in this newsletter. 

 
March 

Saturday, March 5 – Yard Tour, Dan White Residence.  Car Pool from Millhopper Library,  
3145 NW 43rd Street.  Meet at 8:45 AM. 


