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“The Florida Wildlife Corridor: 
1000 Miles in 100 Days” 

In our first meeting of 2016 we will view the film Florida’s Wild-
life Corridor.  It shows the 2012 adventure in which four intrepid 
souls, including a bear biologist, a conservationist, photojournal-
ist and a filmmaker, traveled 1,000 miles in 100 days from the 
Everglades to the Okefenokee Swamp, demonstrating that a 
wildlife corridor still exists in Florida. 

They paddled kayaks and canoes, they walked and biked, they 
rode horses provided by ranchers, but they never used vehicles.  
They did cross I-4, running across it in a break between vehicles. 

 Unless you saw this film when it originally aired on PBS, you 
won’t want to miss this fascinating film about the real Florida.  

Florida Native Plant Society Mission: 
Promote the preservation, conserva-

tion, and restoration of the native 
plant communities of Florida. 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW VICE-PRESIDENT 
AND BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 

 

Let’s Go Mushroom Hunting! On Saturday, January 9th 
at 9:00 AM, we will visit The Temple of the Universe 
property north of Hague. Meet at 8:30 at the DeSoto 
Historical Marker Wayside Park on Hwy 441 just west of 
Deerhaven in the triangle where CR 25A forks off to the 
NW. Wear sturdy shoes, be prepared for insects and 
wet weather, bring a stiff-sided collecting basket, note 
pad and pencil, small knife and any fungal field guides 
you might have. The Temple property is a mixture of 
upland hammock with many mature oak and hickory 
trees. A small pond sits at the base of the hill where 
magnificent diamond leaf oaks display enormous but-
tressing. A wide diversity of fungi has been found over 
the past decades but hunting success depends on rain. 
Weather and trail conditions allowing, we have easy 
walking up some slight slopes. The outing will last about 
3 hours. This outing is in conjunction with the ID 
presentation scheduled for January 2nd for Veg4Life – 
check their MeetUp site for details. 

At the November general meeting, we elected a 
new Vice-President and added two new Directors 
to the Board.  Mark Elliott has been elected to suc-
ceed Chuck Peck as Vice-President for the 2016 
year – welcome Mark! 

As President, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Chuck Peck for his service as Vice-
President as well as being a former Director.  I have 
greatly enjoyed my interactions with Chuck – he 
has been a tremendous help to the Paynes Prairie 
Chapter over the past year and well prior. 

In addition, we have added two new Directors to 
the Board.  Michael Bubb, M.D. is a medical doctor 
and Associate Professor of Medicine at UF’s College 
of Medicine.  Daniel T. White, Esq. is an attorney 
and managing member of The Commerce Law 
Group, P.L.  Welcome to both of our newest Direc-
tors. 

Article and Photos by Rob Garren 

On November 14th, a small but enthusiastic group met host John Winn for a 

hike through a portion of the Longleaf Ecology and Forestry Society (LEAFS) 

site located off CR-1471.  

 

The LEAFS site is a non-profit organization founded in 1993 to promote the 

use of longleaf pines in reforestation by small private landowners, generally 

those owning 100 acres or less.  Much of our natural longleaf pine habitat 

has been lost over the years and the LEAFS project seeks to restore sustaina-

ble, profitable timber management while maintaining a viable ecosystem.  

The LEAFS site is actually comprised of two distinct tracts of land – one adja-

cent to Lake Alto Park to the north on CR-1471 and one located to the south 

also along CR-1471 near the intersection with US 301. 

Our visit this time was to the southernmost of the two LEAFS tracts (the “CR-

1471 site”).  An informational kiosk is located at the parking area along CR-

1471 where visitors can obtain a pamphlet and walk the self-guided tour.  

We had the advantage of having the live-guided tour with our host. 

 

Prescribed burning has been extensively used on the site to lessen understo-

ry density and reduce competing oaks, particularly water oak (Quercus 

nigra).  There are extensive stands of saw palmetto (Serenoa repens) beneath 

the tall pine canopy on portions of the site. 

January 9 Field Trip SUMMARY OF FIELD TRIP TO THE LEAFS SITE, ALACHUA COUNTY 

John Winn & Paul Cohen 

LEAFS kiosk at the CR-1471 (south) site 
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Bird boxes are also present along with many standing dead trees (snags) 

providing habitat for a variety of woodpeckers and other animals. 

Our walk revealed a number of wide-

spread herbaceous species still in flower 

or fruiting.  In particular, we noted vanilla 

plant (Carphephorus odoratissimus), 

hairy chaffhead (Carphephorus 

paniculatus), summer farewell (Dalea 

pinnata), pineland rayless goldenrod 

(Bigelowia nudata), and others.  Several 

yellow-eyed grasses were still flowering 

including Carolina yellow-eyed grass 

(Xyris carolinianus) and Richard’s yellow-

eyed grass (X. jupicai). 

 

Of particular note were a number 

of unusually large clumps of 

hooded pitcher plant (Sarracenia 

minor), a species listed as threat-

ened by the State of Florida. 

Diversity within the LEAFS site is 

much greater than what would 

normally be found in managed 

slash pine or loblolly pine planta-

tions.  In addition to the abun-

dance of the namesake longleaf 

pine (Pinus palustris), we also 

observed loblolly pine (Pinus 

taeda) and slash pine (P. elliottii) 

as well.  The pine canopy also co-exists with a mixture of loblolly bay 

(Gordonia lasianthus) and swampbay (Persea palustris) in the wetter areas, 

among other canopy and subcanopy species.   A wide range of grasses and 

grasslikes (sedges and rushes) are found throughout much of the site.  Grass-

es noted included beaked panicum (Panicum anceps), redtop panicum (P. 

rigidulum), big carpetgrass (Axonopus furcatus), lopsided indiangrass 

(Sorghastrum secundum), blue maidencane (Amphicarpum 

muhlenbergianum), bottlebrush threeawn (Aristida spiciformis), and several 

bluestems including broomsedge bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var. 

virginicus).  I am sure future visits to the site during spring and summer 

(which I intend to do) would no doubt greatly expand the list of observed 

species.  A 2001 list of grasses and grasslikes provided by John indicated 17 

species, including wiregrass (Aristida stricta), Florida dropseed (Sporobolus 

floridanus), toothache grass (Ctenium aromaticum), and little bluestem 

(Schizachyrium scoparium). 

The LEAFS site is an example of what sustainable management of timber-

lands can be and should be in order to preserve as much of the natural diver-

sity of an ecosystem while yet providing a profitable enterprise to the land-

owner.  The LEAFS sites are open to the public throughout the year.  For 

more information, please visit the LEAFS website at http://longleafs.info/.  

We are grateful to John Winn for providing the guided tour and for working 

diligently to preserve this rapidly dwindling vegetation community type. 

On December 19th, a group of FNPS members performed routine mainte-

nance on the Carl’s Garden site at Kanapaha Veteran’s Park on Tower Road.  

A large amount of weeding was done, with most of that being Bidens alba (as 

usual).  In order to increase the vista from the top of the site, tree limbs were 

were cut off the large live oak and under-

story cabbage palms were removed as well.  

Please see the chapter Facebook page for 

more info.  

This may be the last cleanup for our long-

time member and former president (2008-

2010) Brian Quinn who is moving to North-

ern Ireland in the next several months.  

Brian worked at the USDA Agricultural 

Research Services office in Gainesville for 

many years and currently works with Erick Smith at Kestrel Ecological Ser-

vices.  He received his Ph.D. in Water Chemistry from UF in 2004.  Thanks for 

your years of service, Brian – you will be sorely missed.   

Carl’s Garden Cleanup 

Sarracenia minor 

Carphephorus paniculatus 

Well-managed flatwoods 

Brian Quinn 

http://longleafs.info/
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Plant Rescue 
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Chapter Website Maintenance 
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Chapter Website: www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org 

Kanapaha Botanical Gardens. Saturday, Feb, 6th. 
Meet at 9:30 for a master gardener guided tour at 
10 am. Bring a brown bag lunch for a social picnic 
on the garden grounds after the tour. For 10 or 
more participants, we get a discount admission 
price of $5.75 down from $8 but it must be paid in 
one lump check so if you are interested in attend-
ing, please commit by the last week of January.  For 
more information contact Karen Garren at 
iluvfla@cox.net or call (352) 316-3453. 

 

 

Hey there, Native Plant People! Last November with the 
Florida Native Plant Society, I was fortunate to visit the 
Caribbean island of Cuba on a tour organized by The 
Florida Keys TREE Institute. The Institute specializes in 
tropical ecosystems research and restoration. Our 
group of 34 visited over a dozen botanical gardens and 
natural areas; we met many interesting scientists and 
land managers. I learned a lot about Cuban plants, ani-
mals, soils and ecology. Much of Western Cuba has 
been repeatedly deforested over the centuries; hillsides 
are blanketed by thorny acacia trees and old fields are 
filled with an unpalatable joint grass. The Cuban Na-
tional Tree and National Flower both are non-native.  

  

 

The Cuban government has been initiating environmen-
tal protection and preservation programs. The experi-
ence increased my awareness of the importance of ed-
ucating people about biotic diversity values. Well-
managed botanical collections can provide insight to 

historical ecology. 
In 2016 I would 
like to visit many 
of Florida’s public 
gardens and pre-
serves and hope 
you all can join 
me. See you, 
Karie Garren 

  

 

  

February 6 Field Trip 

Report on FNPS Trip to Cuba 

Rare Copernicias brittoniorum uncovered by clearing Acacia. 

Climbing to a waterfall through Celtis. 

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net


5 

 

By Rob Garren 
 

On November 21, 2015, an Invasive Plant Species Work-
shop was held at the Devil’s Millhopper Geological State 
Park for the purpose of educating and informing the 
public regarding the increasing extent of nuisance and 
exotic plant species within the Devil’s Millhopper and 
San Felasco Hammock State Preserve state parks.  This 
workshop was particularly aimed at adjacent landown-
ers who may unintentionally be contributing to the 
problem as a result of plantings within their yards.  I 
was contacted by Alex Hedegard, Project A.N.T. Mem-
ber with the Florida Conservation Corps, and asked to 
give a brief presentation on the values of using native 
plants as opposed to invasive exotic species.  The event 
was co-sponsored by the Florida Department of Envi-

ronmental Protection, Americorps, Friends of San 
Felasco, and the University of Florida’s Master of Sus-
tainable Development Practice program. 

In addition to my talk, presentations were also given by 
members of the Park Service as well as Marc Frank with 
the Botany Section of the Division of Plant Industry.  As 
part of his talk, Mr. Frank displayed specimens of a 
number of invasive exotic plant species. 

Also roaming the premises was the ever-vigilant Mr. 
Plant-Man (my nomenclature) – not sure if his coat is 
100% native!            

My brief talk centered on our FNPS mission as well as 
the resources available to the public with respect to 
selecting and purchasing native plants.  Many in the 
audience were already familiar with our Native Plant 
Sales.  I placed a number of our various brochures out 
for the taking, including our Alter-Natives listing of suit-
able native replacements for invasive exotics in land-
scaping (thanks to Sandi Saurers for making the copies 
for us).  I will likely participate in this event if scheduled 
again next year. 

   By Connie Caldwell; Photos by Ann  
  Bryan and Lois McNamara 

Our Fall 2015 yard visit brings us to the home of Maura 
Poglitch in southwest Gainesville.  As we arrive, we no-
tice that not only Maura’s yard but at least two of her 
neighbors’ yards are lush with blooming plants, many of 
them natives.  This is not accidental - Maura takes us 
down her street and tells us of her efforts to convert 
her neighbors - and she’s being successful!  And, from a 
friend, a gift of no-longer-used horse troughs are be-
coming vessels for a community container veggie gar-
den that’s located in the yard across the street from 
Maura’s! 

Report on Yard Tour October 31st, 2015 

Gardening for the Critters 

 

Gardenoing for the 

GARDENING FOR THE CRITTERS 

 

GARDENING FOR THE CRITTERS 

 

GARDENING FOR THE CRITTERS 

 

GARDENING FOR THE CRITTERS 

 

INVASIVE PLANT WORKSHOP 
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Maura tells us unapologetically that she’s no purist, that 
she gardens for the critters, and among the beach sun-
flower (Helianthus debilis), Georgia calamint 
(Calamintha georgiana), ironweed (Vernonia sp.), pine-
land lantana (Lantana depressa), firewheel (Gaillardia 
pulchella), melanthera (Melanthera nivea), and yucca 
(Yucca filamentosa) along the street are myriad non-
native blooms.  Butterflies must be really happy here! 

A large double-trunked laurel oak overarches most of 
the front yard.  Maura tells us how an arborist pinned 
and cabled the 43 year old tree to enable it to stand as 
long as possible.  (Tonight being Halloween, this tree 
will be the focus of a laser light show - shall we come 
back tonight to see it?)  Beneath the tree we see a sabal 
palm, frostweed (Verbesina virginica), bottlebrush 
buckeye (Aesculus pavia), wild Florida lime (Zanthoxy-
lum fagara), fringe tree (Chionanthus virginica), 
arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum), ironwood tree, 
American holly (Ilex americana), and coonties (Zamia 
pumila).  Maura encourages coonties and many other 
plants to spread seed wherever they will (she helps 
spread them too), so the understory is filling up with a 
delightful mix.   

A central less shady area of the front yard contains 
cutleaf coneflower (Rudbeckia laciniata), fire bush 
(Hamelia patens), milkweeds (Asclepias spp.), Walter’s 
viburnum (Viburnum obovatum), button rattlesnake 
master (Eryngium yuccifolium), beautyberry (Callicarpa 
americana – both purple and white berries), Florida 
woods aster (Symphyotrichum dumosum) , greeneyes 
(Berlandiera subacaulis), skullcap (Scutellaria sp.), 
horsemint (Monarda punctata) , tropical sage (Salvia 
coccinea), partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata), 
golden alexander (Zizia aurea), Indian pink (Spigelia 
marilandica), and mountain mint (Pycnanthemum sp.).  
A redbud (Cercis canadensis) and a yaupon holly (Ilex 
vomitoria) fill in the middle understory. 

Moving to the back yard Maura points out a loblolly 
pine (Pinus taeda) and then we’re invited to guess the 
pyramid-shaped tree next to it (a Florida torreya –
Torreya taxifolia)!  Then there’s a lignumvitae - plants 
from both north and south Florida seem to do well here 
- and a summersweet (Clethra alnifolia). 
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A rain garden in the middle of the back yard is fed from 
a gutter along the roof of the house that ends in a bub-
bler in the lowest point.   

Here are Georgia aster (Symphyotrichum georgiana), 
Flyr’s nemesis (Brickellia cordifolia), rosinweed 
(Silphium sp.), lovegrass (Eragrostis sp.), horsemint 
(Monarda punctata), sandhill wireweed (Polygonella 
robusta), wild poinsettia (Poinsettia sp.), rice button 
aster (Symphyotrichum dumosum), greeneyes 
(Berlandiera subacaulis), fringed bluestar (Amsonia 
ciliata), Florida paintbrush (Carphephorus corymbosus), 
garberia (Garberia heterophylla), basket grass 
(Oplismenus hirtellus), blue eyed grass (Sisyrinchium 
sp.), spider lily, more milkweeds (Asclepias spp.), and 

some small trees and shrubs - New Jersey tea 
(Ceanothus americanus), myrtleleaf holly (Ilex 
myrtifolia), witches alder (Fothergilla gardenii), false 
indigo (Baptisia alba), Darrow’s blueberry (Vaccinium 
darrowii),  and winged elm (Ulmus alata). 

We move into the “back back” of the yard which is an 
area that’s allowed to be almost natural.  Here are 
some native azaleas, needle palm (Rhapidophyllum 
hystrix), parsley haw (Cratageus  marshallii), red cedar( 
Juniperus virginiana), live oaks (Quercus virginiana), a 
bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), and sweetbay mag-
nolia (Magnolia virginiana), with a ground cover of 
things like Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus 
quinquefolia), greenbriers (Smilax spp.), and poison ivy 
(Toxicodendron radicans).  (This groundcover is con-
trolled, therefore the area isn’t completely natural.)  
Elephant’s foot (Elephantopus elatus) and lots of violets 
(Viola spp.) cover this area too.  Along one side of the 
back back Maura has planted large shrubs for a screen, 
including yellow anise (Illicium parviflorum), Simpson’s 
stopper (Myrcianthes fragrans), dog hobble (Leucothoe 
axillaris), and arrowwood (Viburnum dentatum). 

There’s yet another surprise in store for us - a large 
pond in the back yard (not back back) that looks like it’s 
been there forever although it’s only been 5 years or so.  
Around the edge of the pond are sunshine mimosa 
(Mimosa strigillosa), Carolina scaly stem (Elytraria 
caroliniensis), cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinnamomea), 
and various non-natives.  Native fish enjoy the pond and 
the aquatic plants in it:  bull-tongue arrowhead 
(Sagittaria lancifolia), blue flag iris (Iris virginiana), 
horsetail (Equisetum hyemale), lizard’s-tail (Saururus 
cernuus), umbrellasedge (Fuirena sp.), and yellow water 
lily (Nymphaea mexicana). Clusters of rain barrels occu-
py corners of the house - a total of 13 barrels.  

 

Thank you, Maura, for creating this beautiful, wildlife-
friendly, sustainable yard and sharing it with all of us, 
and for converting your neighbors!  
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November 2015 Native Plant ID Workshop 

Submitted by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren 

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status 

Commelina benghalensis Jio Commelinaceae Non-Native 

Fraxinus sp. Ash (sterile) Oleaceae Native 

cf Tradescantia fluminensis Small-leaf spiderwort (sterile) Commelinaceae Non-Native 

Thanks to all that participated.  Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants” 
(http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/). 

 

 

January 30th, at Natural Areas around Gainesville: The Great Invader Raider Rally Invasive Plant 
Roundup, (formerly the Great Air Potato Roundup which shows effective we’ve been over the dec-
ades!), has its 15th annual event. As Native Plant enthusiasts, I’m sure you’ve often looked with dismay 
at non-native plants taking over some favorite places. During the Roundup from 9 am to 11am, up to 
1,000 volunteers under trained leadership will work to remove invasive, exotic plants and trash from 
Gainesville’s natural areas.  We are then invited to Morningside Nature Center for a celebration that in-
cludes t-shirts, music, prizes, environmental booths, games, and local food trucks.  

To pre-register with our NPS group, please contact Karen Garren at iluvfla@cox.net or call (352) 316-
3453.  

For more information, visit the City’s websites at: 

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/Nature
HeritageEvents.aspx,  

City website – www.CityofGainesvilleParks.org ,  

Facebook page – www.facebook.com/cityofgainesvillenature 

Twitter – www.twitter.com/gainesvilleprca . On social media: #gnvGIRR  

GREAT INVADER RAIDER RALLY 
INVASIVE PLANT ROUNDUP 

January 30, 2016 

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/NatureHeritageEvents.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/NatureHeritageEvents.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesvilleparks.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cityofgainesvillenature
http://www.twitter.com/gainesvilleprca
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 **** WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR **** 
 

Requirements: Good word-processing skills.  Desktop publishing experience desirable but not necessary. 

Compensation:  

1.  Immense sense of gratification for doing something to promote Florida’s native plants and con-
tribute to saving the real Florida. 
 

2. Opportunity to work with the leaders of Paynes Prairie’s Board of Directors, a great group of envi-
ronmentalists.   
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Paynes Prairie Chapter: Florida Native Plant Society 
Activities Calendar for 2016 

 
January 

 
Tuesday January 12 – NPS Meeting, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship: 

6:15 (Plant ID), 7:00 PM General Meeting 
FILM: The Florida Wildlife Corridor: 1000 Miles in 100 Days 

 
Saturday January 16 – Mushroom ID Field Trip to Temple of the Universe, Hague 

Meet at DeSoto Historical Marker Wayside Park on Highway 441 at 8:30 AM for 9:00 walk. 
 

Saturday, January 30 – The Great Invader Raider Rally (Invasive Plant Roundup) 
9:00 – 11:00 AM at various City locations. 

See article in this newsletter for more information. 
 

February 
 

Saturday, February 6 – Master Gardener Guided Tour, Kanapaha Botanical Gardens 
Meet at 9:30AM for 10:00 Tour (Must pay by January 30th to reserve a spot) 


