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March General Meeting

Plant Perceptions and Characteristics 
that Influence Use

with Dr. Gail Hansen

7:00 pm, Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Come early for the Plant ID Workshop at 6:15

Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

! Physical characteristics of plants often influence 
our decisions when selecting plants for our 
landscapes. Results of a focus group study and other 
studies on perception and use of native and 
Florida-Friendly plants show that plant choice is based 
on social values, environmental concerns, aesthetics, 
and knowledge of plants. Information from the studies 
was used to develop a strategy to overcome barriers to 
using native plants and tips for using native plants in 
neighborhoods that require traditional Florida 
landscapes. 
! Dr. Hansen is an associate professor in the 
Environmental Horticulture Department at the 
University of Florida. Her teaching and extension focus 
is sustainable landscapes and her program addresses 
best design practices and quality of life in residential 
and urban landscapes. She is also a faculty member in 
the Center for Landscape Conservation and Ecology 
(CLCE), the faculty advisor for the Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ Program, and the Statewide Extension 
Specialist in Landscape Design. Dr. Hansen has an 
MLA and PhD in landscape architecture from the 
University of Florida. 

Yard Visit: March 11, 2017
By Connie Caldwell

! Come join us on Saturday, March 11, 9 AM to 
11 AM, to tour Alan and Ellen Shapiro’s yard.  
Contact cnncldwll@gmail.com for the address. 
Here’s a description from Alan:
! “We do not have an all-native landscape, but 
we have many native plants, with way more 
varieties than most native plant enthusiasts’ 
gardens. As a wholesale nursery owner servicing 
the southeastern United States and specializing in 
outdoor landscape material for zones 7-10, I have 
been planting and trialing hundreds of varieties of 
non-native as well as native plants on our 2.5 
acres for 31 years. If you look past the Azaleas, 
Camellias and other plants from Asia, Africa and 
South America, you will find large mature 
plantings of Agarista, Viburnum obovatum, Ilex 
vomitoria, Hamelia patens, Callicarpa americana, 
Hydrangea quercifolia, etc. The yard is also full of 
native palms, trees and herbaceous ground 
covers, many of which should be blooming at the 
time of your visit.”

Yard Visit: April 22, 2017

! On April 22, we’ll be touring Wilma and John 
Gordon’s yard in northwest Gainesville.  We’ll be 
treated to a delightful landscape with lots of 
flowering natives, many of them in a 50 X 70 foot 
meadow, as well as native ferns, shrubs, trees, 
vines, and grasses.  
! All are welcome to join us on the tour.  If 
you’re not already on the list to receive 
information about our yard visits, contact Connie 
Caldwell at cnncldwll@gmail.com and we’ll add 
you to the list.  Or, email Connie for directions.  
For carpooling, meet at 8:30 AM at the southwest 
corner of the Fresh Market shopping center, NW 
23rd Avenue and 43rd Street.

mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
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Paynes Prairie Chapter Contact List

President
Rob Garren! ! ecologist@cox.net
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Mark Elliott! ! markelliott1955@gmail.com
Secretary
Ellen Thoms! ! ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com
Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-495-3983
Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers ! ! sandi@bbos.com
Director
Connie Caldwell! cnncldwll@gmail.com
Director
Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoo.com
Director
Jill McGuire! ! mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Director
Michael Bubb   Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu
Director
Dan White   dtwhite.gville@gmail.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren! ! iluvfla@cox.net
Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers! ! ahlers.karen@gmail.com
Membership Chair
Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-495-3983
Plant Rescue
Jamie Barichivich! m.terrapin@gmail.com! 352-375-1972
Plant ID
Paul Cohen! ! paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoocom
Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com

Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are 
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication 
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to 
use his photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of 
Wesley’s images at https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more 
of Peter’s work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

March Field Trip: 
Ravine Gardens State Park, Palatka

Saturday, March 25, 2017 

TO CARPOOL/CARAVAN from Gainesville: Meet at 8:45 
AM  at Powers Park (county boat ramp on Highway 20 
about a mile west of the Prairie Creek bridge) 

OR meet at the park entrance at 10 AM at 1600 Twigg 
Street, Palatka, FL 32177.  Take Highway 20 east to 
Palatka where it becomes Crill Avenue. Turn right 
(south) on Moseley Avenue, go about 3 blocks to 
Twigg Street, turn left (east) then there will be signs.  
Park admission is $5.00 per vehicle.  

! This 146-acre park combines formal and natural 
gardens.  About five acres are formal gardens, stone 
terraces, water features, and extensive bamboo plantings.  
During the peak blooming season from January through 
April, the park bursts into color from thousands of azaleas, 
chickasaw plums, dogwoods and camellias.  Native 
vegetation ranges from mosses and ferns to woody shrubs 
and hardwood forest.  Look for live oaks, hickory, sweet 
gum, longleaf pines, cabbage palm and cypress.  The 
natural seepage ravines are circumnavigated by a paved 
road for motorized vehicles, bicycles, and wheel chairs.  
Park staff are still cleaning up from Hurricane Matthew so 
some roadway sections may be closed for heavy 
equipment.  We will be hiking the 1.8 mile Nature Trail that 
provides access to slopes.  The creeks are crossed by 
graceful bridges and one of the ponds features a beach.  
There are numerous sites to relax and picnic.  This time of 
year we can expect to see migrating birds.  Learn more at 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/ravine-gardens.  
Please wear sturdy shoes and a hat, be prepared for 
insects and inclement weather, bring water, snacks, 
camera and binoculars.  There will be no plant collecting.  
Afterwards, we may meet at a restaurant for a late lunch.  
Call Karen Garren at (352) 316-3453 or email 
iluvfla@cox.net for more information.

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/ravine-gardens
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/ravine-gardens
mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
mailto:iluvfla@cox.net


The Rhexia
Paynes Prairie Chapter

Florida Native Plant Society
Page 3                                                                                                    March 2017

! The Florida Native Plant Society is proud to 
announce it will be awarded the Florida Wildlife 
Federation’s Conservation Organization of the 
Year.  The award will be presented at the FWF’s 
80th annual Conservation Awards Banquet April 
21st at the Wyndham Grand Hotel in Jupiter, 
Florida.
! “It is a huge honor to receive the prestigious 
FWF Conservation Organization of the Year award,” 
FNPS President Catherine Bowman said. “I look forward 
to accepting the award on behalf of the dedicated work of 
the 3,900 members and 38 chapters of the Florida Native 
Plant Society. I appreciate the Federation’s 
commitment to bringing conservation 
focused people and organizations from 
around Florida together.”
! “The Florida Native Plant Society has 
worked tirelessly to preserve and restore 
the plant communities upon which our 
ecosystems depend. The Society is very 
deserving to be recognized by the Federation for its fine 
efforts,” stated Manley Fuller, President of the Florida 
Wildlife Federation.     

The Federation’s Board of Directors made their 
selection because of the excellent work FNPS 
does year in and year out to conserve natural 
Florida.
 
ABOUT: The Florida Native Plant Society is a 
nonprofit founded in 1980 with the mission of 
preserving, conserving and restoring Florida’s 

native plants and native plant communities. FNPS has 
3,900 members and 38 chapters across the state.  You 
can join the Society and find your local chapter at 
FNPS.org or at Facebook.com/FNPSFans. 

 
ABOUT: The Florida Wildlife Federation is 
a statewide, nonprofit conservation 
organization founded in 1936.  The 
mission of the organization is to promote 
the conservation, preservation and sound 
management of Florida’s fish and wildlife 
natural resources, and to encourage the 

public’s appreciation of Florida’s environment through 
sustainable, resource-based outdoor recreation. You can 
learn more at FWFOnline.com.

FNPS Named Florida Wildlife Federation Conservation Organization of Year

Co-Sponsored by City of Gainesville Nature Operations, Friends of Nature Parks and 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. Proceeds benefit the Friends of Nature Parks

Morningside Nature Center
3540 E. University Ave., Gainesville

EXCLUSIVE Members Only Sale
Friday, 14 April 4:30 – 6:30 pm
(memberships available at the gate)

Public Sale
Saturday, 15 April 8:30 am – 12:30 pm

Cash, checks, and credit cards accepted

~  Live Music by Boilin’ Oil
~  Guided Wildflower Walk

~  Free Plant/Landscaping Advice
~  Hands-free shopping with Park-a-Plant

Volunteers needed
Just one or two hours Friday or Saturday (Park-a-Plant or 

FNPS booth) You don’t have to be an expert! 
Contact Lisa Jelks at jelkslg@gmail.edu

Florida Native Plant Society Spring Native Plant Sale

mailto:jelkslg@ufl.edu
mailto:jelkslg@ufl.edu
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!        
!  A beautiful day started cool and 
crisp when a dozen Native Plant 
Society members gathered at 
Peggi’s Farm on County Line Road 
south of Archer to discuss results of 
selective hardwoods thinning done 

last fall.  Rolling hills overlooked 
cattle pastures; we walked around 
relishing the peacefulness.  
Groundcover showing signs of 
recovery included wire grass 
(Aristida stricta var. beyrichiana), 
narrowleaf silkgrass (Pityopsis 
graminifolia), scattered coontie 

(Zamia pumila), false rosemary 
(Ceratiola ericoides), and deer moss 
(Cladina evansii).  The open 
savannah-like canopy included slash 
pine (Pinus elliottii), longleaf pine (P. 
palustris), pignut hickory (Carya 

glabra), and a few 
surviving small 
red bays (Persea 
borbonia) which 
have been hard 
hit by the 
Fusarium sp. 
fungus in the last 
couple decades. 
! At the top of 
the hill we parked 
in an open 
cleared area 
where bare soils 
were bleached 
white and plants 
became much 
scrubbier in 

nature.  They included prickly pear 
cactus (Opuntia humifusa), rock rose 
(Helianthemum corymbosum), 
Canada toadflax  (Linaria 
canadensis), sour dock (Rumex 
hastatulus), pokeweed (Phytolacca 
americana), sand blackberry (Rubus 
cuneifolius), and bee balm (Monarda 
punctata).  Trees and shrubs 
included flowering Walter’s viburnum  
(Viburnum obovatum), and flatwoods 
plum  (Prunus umbellata), stands of 
sand live oak (Quercus geminata), 
slash and longleaf pines. Peggi calls 
dead snags “silver oak” and says 
they make excellent slow burning 
firewood.

We followed Peggi and James 
across the fence line to Goethe State 
Forest, botanizing, birding, and 
butterfly watching.  It was easy 
walking down a fire break that 
separated dense planted pine from 
overgrown hardwoods.  Scattered 
throughout the hardwoods were 

enormous stately live oaks (Quercus 
virginiana), covered with 
resurrrection fern (Pleopeltis 
polypodioides).  Lovely bunches of 
broom sedge grass (Andropogon 
virginicus var. virginicus), foxtail 
grass (Setaria parviflora), 
Desmodium sp., innocence  
(Hedyotis procumbens), and last 
year’s calyxes of blue curls 
(Trichostema dichotomum) graced 
road shoulders.  Joe found extensive 
termite tunnels beneath bark of a 
dead pine.  A few inches declination 
in elevation led to dramatic 
darkening of soils and more 
flatwoods plant types which now 
included wax myrtle (Myrica 
cerifera), St. Andrew’s-cross 
(Hypericum hypericoides), partridge 
pea (Chaemaecrista fasciculata), 
flowering Carolina jessamine  

(Gelsemium sempervirens), wild 
sarsaparilla (Smilax glauca) and 
bamboo vine (S. laurifolia), tree 
sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboretum), 
and black cherry (Prunus serotina 
var. serotina).

The trail made an abrupt turn 
through the pines and dropped to a 
charming pond, patches of open 
water glistened in the sun.  Mucky 
margins were filled with many plants 
– pennywort (Hydrocotyle 
umbellata), soft rush (Juncus 
effusus), pickerelweed (Pontederia 
cordata), scattered (Con’t. page 5) 

Summary of Field Trip to Goethe State Forest
Text and images by Karen Garren



! The Plant Conservation Alliance 
is thrilled to announce that the 
Botanical Sciences and Native Plant 
Materials Research, Restoration and 
Promotion Act (aka the “Botany 
Bill” number H.R. 1054) was 
co-introduced by Rep. Mike Quigley 
(D-IL) and Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-FL) on February 14, 2017!  We 
encourage Cooperators who are so 
inclined to let their representatives 
know about the bill and the 
importance of native plants.
! Rep. Quigley, Vice Chair of the 
Sustainable Energy & Environment 
Coalition, introduced the bill to 
support the botanical science 
capacity of the federal government.

“Botanical knowledge impacts our 
lives in more ways than most 
Americans realize. From combating 
climate change and enhancing food 
security to restoring uniquely 
American native habitats and 
protecting our engendered species, 
botany plays a central role in 
addressing some of our country’s 
biggest challenges,” said Rep. 
Quigley. “One of our nation’s greatest 
assets is its biodiversity, which is why 
we must support the health of these 
ecosystems, as well as the dedicated 
scientists that have made our earth’s 
preservation their life’s work. I am 
pleased that this bill will support their 
mission to sustain native and locally 

adapted plants so that America 
remains a vibrant, inspiring, and 
sustainable place to call home.”

“From the Silver Palmetto to the 
Beach Sunflower, South Florida is 
home to a diverse group of native 
plants, many that are unique to our 
tropical climate and growing 
conditions,” said Rep. Ros-
Lehtinen. “Introducing this bill with my 
colleague is a positive step in 
ensuring the preservation, 
conservation, and restoration of the 
native species that characterize our 
communities and nation. We have a 
responsibility to help maintain a 
healthy and sound ecosystem that we 
can all be proud of. I’m glad that this 
bill will also encourage young people 
to enter careers in botanical science.”

                 (Continued on Page 6)

coastalplain willow (Salix 
caroliniana), and buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis).  An 
egret in spring breeding plumage 
tolerated our intrusion.  On the far 

side we climbed a gentle slope to 
find exposed karst limestone ledges 
and several  5-10 foot diameter 
chimney shafts dropping down to 
about 25 foot deep, their straight 
sides lined with fist to skull sized 
rocks, looking for all the world like 
manmade wells!  Newly leafed 
sugarberry (Celtis laevigata), filtered 

sunlight.  Other canopy trees 
included sweetgum (Liquidambar 
styraciflolia), and red maple (Acer 
rubrum).  Scattered shrubs included 
wild olive (Cartema americana), 
American holly  (Ilex opaca), and 
salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia).  
Recent rains had saturated mosses 
blanketing rocks and turned them 
bright green. They were 
complemented by scattered 
southern shield fern (Thelypteris 
kunthii), ebony spleenwort ferns 
(Asplenium platyneuron)  and 
common blue violets (Viola sororia) 
in flower.  At the bottom of one sink 
we found an interesting attractive 
plant with palmate leaves and long 
petioles that no one could even put 
into a family!
! Returning to the carpark area, 
Peggi and Kathy treated us to a 
wonderful picnic of cheese, 
luncheon meat, chips and dips, fruit, 
cookies and four kinds of ice teas!  
On the way out, along the road right 

of way, she showed us a clasping, 
ruffle-leaved milkweed (possibly 
Asclepias amplexicaulis), a refugee 
from mowing!  It was accompanied 
by Florida greeneyes  (Berlandiera 
subacaulis), wand mullein 
(Verbascum virgatum), 
camphorweed  (Heterotheca 
subaxillaris), and narrow-leaf 
blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium 
angustifolium).  So, something for 
every interest: plants, mushrooms, 
rocks, bugs and birds.  A good time 
was had by all!
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Goethe SF field trip
(continued from page 4)

Action Alert!  Support the Botany Bill
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Plant ID Workshop for January 2017
By Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

We extend gratitude to all those who participated.  The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service.   Nomenclature 
adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants” http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/

Scientific	Name	 Common	Name	 Family	 Status	
Plant	Sale	 	 	 	
Aesculus	pavia	 Red	Buckeye	 Hippocastanaceae	 Native	
Coreopsis	basalis	 Goldenmane	Tickseed	 Asteraceae	 Native	
Helianthus	debilis	 East	Coast	Dune	Flower	 Asteraceae	 Native	
	 	 	 	
Plant	ID	Workshop	 	 	 	
Andropogon	glomeratus	 Bushy	bluestem	 Poaceae	 Native	
Billbergia	pyramidalis	 Foolproofplant	 Bromeliaceae	 Non-Native	
Bletilla	striata	 Urn	Orchid	 Orchidaceae	 Non-Native	
Chaerophyllum	tainturieri	 Hairyfruit	Chervil	 Apiaceae	 Native	
Coprinus	comatus	 Shaggy	Ink	Cap	 Agaricaceae	 Native	
Dolichandra	unguis-cati	 Cat's	Claw	Vine	 Bignoniaceae	 Non-Native	
Gaillardia	sp.	 Blanketflower	 Asteraceae	 Unknown	
Helianthus	debilis	 East	Coast	Dune	Flower	 Asteraceae	 Native	
Hypericum	hypericoides	 Saint	John's	Wort	 Clusiaceae	 Native	
Lamium	amplexicaule	 Henbit	 Lamiacae	 Native	
Lyonia	lucida	 Fetterbush	 Ericaceae	 Native	
Pinus	elliottii	 Slash	Pine	 Pinaceae	 Native	
Pinus	taeda	 Loblolly	Pine	 Pinaceae	 Native	
Prunus	umbellata	 Flatwoods	Plum	 Rosaceae	 Native	
Quercus	shumardii	 Shumard	oak	 Fagaceae	 Native	

	

Botany Bill 
(continued from Page 5)

The Botanical Sciences and 
Native Plant Materials Research, 
Restoration and Promotion Act aims 
to increase the botanical science 
capacity of the federal government. It 
allows federal agencies to act with 
the expertise required to preserve 
unique American landscapes and 
emphasizes the importance of 
protecting native plants and plant 
ecosystems.
! Additionally, the bill:
• Creates a new program of 

botanical science research within 
the Department of the Interior to 
help increase federal botanic 
expertise and allows DOI to hire 
new, additional personnel;

• Creates a student loan 
repayment program for botanical 
scientists to encourage more 
students to make the decision to 
enter the field and to support 
them once they’ve graduated;

• Declares a federal policy that the 
Departments of Interior, 
Agriculture, and Defense give 
preference to locally-adapted 
native plant materials in their land 

management activities;
• Requires states to utilize native 

plant species where possible and 
practical; and,

• Establishes a new program to 
support collaborative grants to 
prevent rare plant species from 
becoming endangered and to 
remediate already endangered 
populations.

!
! For more information about the 
Botany Bill and how you can help get 
it passed go to the 
Plant Conservation Alliance Resource
s page.

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://botany.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=4b17c240af&e=83eb000aba
http://botany.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=4b17c240af&e=83eb000aba
http://botany.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=a1e72d72a2&e=83eb000aba
http://botany.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=a1e72d72a2&e=83eb000aba
http://botany.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=a1e72d72a2&e=83eb000aba
http://botany.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=7b5241ec2a609d26192947333&id=a1e72d72a2&e=83eb000aba


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Can you grow Rhexia 
from seed?

You could win $100 worth 
of plants from Notestein’s 
Nursery if you are the first 
to propagate Rhexia, our 
namesake, from seed. You 
will need to grow several flats of four inch pots in time 
for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to 
qualify. Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107.

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

This space available! 
Promote your business -
be a Chapter sponsor! 

Eight issues for only $100
Contact Goldie at afn49@mindspring.com
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Paynes Prairie Chapter 
of the Florida Native Plant Society

Please join us for these upcoming events!

General Meeting: 
Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m.  

Plant Perceptions and Characteristics that Influence Use
with Dr. Gail Hansen 

Come early for the Plant ID Workshop at 6:15
See Page 1 for more information

Yard Visits
9:00-11:00 am, March 11, 2017 - Shapiro

April 22, 2017 - Gordon
May 6, 2017 - Hall

See Page 1 for more information

Field Trip: Ravine Gardens State Park 
8:45 AM to carpool; 10 AM onsite

Saturday, March 25, 2017 
See Page 2 for more info and directions

Spring Native Plant Sale
Friday, April 14, 2017 (members only)

Saturday, April 15, 2017
See Page 3 for more information

The Mission of the Florida 
Native Plant Society is to 
promote the preservation, 
conservation, and restoration 
of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida.

The Society fulfills this mission through:

• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability 

for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, 

especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and 

policies that preserve Florida's native plant 
heritage.


