
! Deah Lieurance is currently the coordinator of the 
UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native Plants in Florida’s 
Natural Areas and is responsible for implementing the 
tools of the Assessment to evaluate the invasiveness of 
non‐native species that currently occur in natural areas 
or those proposed for introduction to the state. Deah 
received her doctorate in environmental studies from 
Wright State University where she addressed the many 
mechanisms contributing to the success of non-native 
honeysuckle (Lonicera) species including plant insect 
interactions, chemical ecology, release from natural 
enemies, and tolerance to herbivore damage. Before 
attending Wright State, Deah spent 3 years in Ft. 
Lauderdale at the USDA Invasive Plant Research 
Laboratory working on research related to the biocontrol 
of Melaleuca and Brazilian peppertree. 
! Non-native invasive plant species pose a significant 
threat to Florida’s natural areas. Under the right 
conditions introduced species can establish, spread 
rapidly, and impact biodiversity, ecosystem processes, 
and economic activities. As invasions progress, the area 
infested and control costs increase and the likelihood of 
eradication decreases. Therefore, preventative 
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measures, such as screening species 
pre-introduction with risk assessment tools, can 
identify species of concern or those that should be 
prohibited. Risk assessments and monitoring 
programs also can identify species early in the 
invasion process to be targeted for eradication or 
containment. Altogether, these efforts can reduce 
management costs and protect the integrity of 
ecologically and economically valuable habitats.
! The UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native 
Plants in Florida’s Natural Areas uses 3 tools to 
evaluate and predict the invasion risk of 
non-native plant species. The goal is to ensure 
that species with invasive characteristics are not 
recommended for use by UF/IFAS, thus 
decreasing the potential for invasion of those 
species into natural areas. These tools include (1) 
the evaluation for potential of expansion , (2) the 
evaluation of new varieties of resident species 
already  known to be invasive and (3) the 
prediction of the risk of introduction of species 
new to the State for a new use (e.g., biomass 
planting, biofuels).
! Currently, the Assessment provides 
recommendations for 877 non-native plant 
species. We continue to monitor the status of over 
600 species with the Status Assessment and 
continue to conduct re-assessments for species 
when new information becomes available. Please 
visit https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu to access the 
website for species specific recommendations and 
more information on the Assessment.

https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu
https://assessment.ifas.ufl.edu
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Ellen Thoms! ! ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com
Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-562-3831
Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers ! ! sandi@bbos.com
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Connie Caldwell! cnncldwll@gmail.com
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Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoo.com
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Jill McGuire! ! mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
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Michael Bubb   Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu
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Karen Garren! ! iluvfla@cox.net
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Karen Ahlers! ! ahlers.karen@gmail.com
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Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-562-3831
Plant Rescue
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Paul Cohen! ! paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoocom
Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com

Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are 
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication 
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for 
permission to use his photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on 
Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. 
See more of Peter’s work at 
http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

In Memoriam—Mary Rhodes
By Lisa Jelks

! It is with heavy heart we mourn the passing of 
Mary Rhodes, a long-time Paynes Prairie chapter 
member and past director, who affected us all with 
her enthusiasm for natives. Her talents were 
invaluable during our chapter’s first state 
conference in Gainesville—her calm demeanor 
and winning smile kept us all on track without 
going off the rails! Former chapter president 
Claudia Larsen said it best: “Mary was special—
always cheerful and eager to help.” If you never 
met Mary (or even if you have and you want a 
reminder of her passionate love for nature) read 
her article, “My Borrowed Backyard” in the April 
2004 Rhexia. Below is her obituary as it appeared 
in the Gainesville Sun.
! Mary F. Rhodes, a kind and gentle soul, 
passed into God's arms at the Bailey Center, St. 
Augustine, FL on January 19, 2018. Mary, a 
graduate of Bishop Kenny HS and University of 
Florida, began her career in medical technology in 
the lab at St. Vincent Hospital, Jacksonville, and 
ended it as head of the Stat lab at Shands 
Hospital, Gainesville, FL. She also worked many 
years at Alachua General Hospital. 
 Mary deeply loved nature and was an 
accomplished naturalist and Master Gardner. She 
dedicated many hours volunteering for the 
Alachua County Crisis Center, Paynes Prairie, and 
the Butterfly Rainforest at the Florida Museum of 
Natural History. She was active in the 
homeowners association of Lake Santa Fe, where 
she lived for many years and served as a foster 
mother for many teens. 
 Mary was grateful for the kidney transplant she 
received in 1999, and raised      (Con’t. on Page 3) 

http://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/newsletters/2004/april04rhexia1.pdf
http://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/newsletters/2004/april04rhexia1.pdf
http://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/newsletters/2004/april04rhexia1.pdf
http://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/newsletters/2004/april04rhexia1.pdf
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awareness of Kidney Donation as a gold medals 
winner for swimming at the World Transplant 
Games in Japan, Finland, China, and Australia on 
Team USA. Mary's love of travel started very 
young—she traveled to China before the age one 
and her first words were Chinese! 
 Mary’s parents, Mary Catherine and Francis 
Joseph Rhodes, and her brother, James Thomas 
Rhodes, predeceased her. Mary is survived by 
her sisters, Patricia Rhodes Robinson, Jeanne 

Rhodes Prince, Louise Rhodes Wright, Catherine 
Rhodes Kasriel, her brothers-in-law, Michael 
Prince and David Kasriel, her foster daughter 
Tazzie Harrison, and grandson Zane. Many 
nieces and nephews will also miss their generous, 
loving aunt. The family extends thanks to the 
Pavilion at Bayview staff who contributed to her 
health and happiness for her final four years. 
There will be a private memorial service at a later 
date.

In Memoriam - Mary Rhodes
(Continued from Page 2)

February 24, 2018 
Field Trip

UF Native Plant 
Micropropagation Lab 

Tour - 10:00 am

! Dr. Mike Kane, Professor of 
Environmental Horticulture, will 
provide a tour of the UF Plant 
Restoration Conservation and 
Propagation Biotechnology 
Laboratory.  Mike will provide an 
overview of his research 
involving development of 
micropropagation (plant tissue 
culture) procedures for 
production of native aquatic, 
wetland, coastal plants and 
especially the propagation and 
conservation of native orchids.  
The laboratory is located at 2043 
IFAS Research Drive (Building 
68).  A map is on the right.  
There is a parking lot on the left 
immediately before the 
laboratory.
! Directions: Dr. Kane’s lab 
cannot be reached from Archer 
road. To reach the lab from SW 
34th street, turn east at the light 
at the intersection of SW 34th 

street and Hull road. Drive past 
the Harn Museum and past the 
SW recreation center and turn 
right (south) on IFAS Research 
Drive. It is about 0.6 tenths of a 

mile from 34th St. Proceed south 
to the parking lot of Mehrhof 
Hall.  Plan on arriving around 
9:45. Call Mark Elliott if you get 
lost, 352-215-4093.
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 The caravan arrived at Ashton Biodiversity Research 
and Preservation Institute (ABRPI) to find Chase Pirtle 
waiting at the gate. Chase is the animal care specialist 
and habitat manager at ABRPI. He is an authorized 
Gopher Tortoise Agent and an instructor and private land 
manager for the Eastern Diamondback Conservation 
Foundation. He also holds a FWC venomous reptile 
license.
! We drove in to the headquarters and met biologist 
Maggie Curtis who assists Chase in the management of 
the facility. The headquarters also serves as an incubator, 
nursery, and cold weather shelter for the tortoise 
collection. In large tubs and kiddy pools filled with pine 
needles and turkey oak leaves are several radiated 
tortoises (native to Madagascar) and a yellow footed 
tortoise (native to South America).  Radiated tortoises are 
critically endangered in Madagascar and these are the 
descendants of individuals collected for the illegal pet 
trade and confiscated at airports. Chase told us that they 
move the smaller tortoises into the building when the 
weather turns really cold. They keep the lights off and the 
temperature cool to simulate winter so the tortoises 
behave normally as if they were outside. It seems to work 
since they were all hunkered down and not trying to 
escape. 
! We toured the nursery room in which several bins hold 
young radiated tortoises of different sizes.  They remain in 
the nursery from hatching until they reach 150-200 grams 
and are too big to become lunch for crows and other 
predators outside.  After reaching this threshold they get to 
live outside, unless the weather gets too cold. There is 
also a small incubator room where leopard tortoise eggs 

were hatching even 
as we watched.   
While the females 
w i l l l a y e g g s 
o u t s i d e , t h e 
hatching rate is very 
low and the few that 
do ha tch ra re l y 
survive. Hatching 
and survival is much 
i m p r o v e d b y 
incubating the eggs.  
From the incubator, 
t h e y g o t o t h e 
nursery and then 
outside. Sadly, there 
isn’t enough intact 
h a b i t a t o n 
M a d a g a s c a r t o 
return them to the 
wild so at some 
point in time they 
may be exchanged 
with other certified 
organizations elsewhere. 
! Just outside are the outdoor holding pens which are 
delineated by two-foot-tall fencing. They are mostly open 
with some natural vegetation. Tucked away in corner 
shelters are large adults (radiated tortoises, leopard 
tortoises and one Bolivian red footed tortoise) that can 
tolerate the temperatures.  FYI, red footed tortoises like to 
have the rear of their carapaces scratched and radiated 
tortoises like to have their bellies rubbed. 
! We had a quick look at the raised garden in which 
Chase grows vegetable for the tortoises. Some beds are 
in very large basins and some were in refrigerators that 
Chase acquired for free, hollowed out, and drilled drainage 
holes to make perfectly fine raised beds. He intends to 
plant native fruiting plants around the perimeter of the 
garden and the holding pens to supplement the tortoises’ 
diets.
! We then piled into vehicles to tour the Preserve 
property as well as some of the adjacent property. 
Naturally it is all longleaf pine and scrub oak sand hill 
ecology. Chase has negotiated with some of the 
surrounding property owners to purchase the land or have 
the land designated as conservation easements. 
Ultimately he is trying to create a natural corridor from 
Goethe State Park to Watermelon Pond Wildlife 
Management Area. 
! There are roughly 500 gopher tortoises on the 
Preserve and the adjacent properties, all of which were 

(Con’t. on Page 5)

January Field Trip:  Ashton Biodiversity 
Research and Preservation Institute

By Mark Elliott

Juvenile Radiated Tortoises ! ! Photo by Rob Garren

Chase with Bolivian Redfoot Tortoise
Photo by Rob Garren
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hunkered down waiting 
until the temperatures 
rise to a reasonable 70° 
or so.  If temperatures 
remain cold for extend- 
ed periods, the tortoises 
go into a hibernation-like 
stage called brumation.  
Gopher tortoises are a 
keystone species and at 
least 411 other animal 
and insect species are 
known to use the i r 
burrows. 
! Chase is fortunate 
to live in one of the 
facilities on the property. 
There is another for 
longer term volunteers 
and researchers.
! A f t e r o u r t r i p  
through the woods we 
returned to headquart- 
ers and took a quick look at a drift fence that is used for 
catching reptiles for collecting census data. 
! It was an excellent and informative outing and we are 
grateful to Chase for taking time out of his Saturday to give 
us an insight into the Ashton Biodiversity Research and 
Preservation Institute.

A female Bolivian Red footed tortoise followed Chase 
through the paddock after a nice belly rub.

Photo by Mark Elliott

Warning to trespassers
Photo by Rob Garren

Dee Peck scratching Radiated Tortoise
Photo by Rob Garren

Ashton Field Trip   (Con’t. from Page 4)

Berkelman Yard Tour, Melrose
March 17, 2018

 Our first yard tour of this spring will be hosted 
by Laura Berkelman at her home in Melrose.  Her 
property was formerly a plant nursery so there 
are a lot of camellias, azaleas, and other exotics.  
Laura is gradually working to replace these with 
Florida natives, so we'll be seeing a work in 
progress.  We'll be able to encourage her and 
maybe even be helpful.
 The tour will be on Saturday, March 17, 
beginning at 9 AM.  For directions, contact 
Connie Caldwell at cnncldwll@gmail.com, or 
meet for carpooling at 8:15 AM at the Publix 
parking lot, NW 13th St. and 39th Ave., northeast 
corner.

mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com
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January 2018 Plant ID Workshop and Auction Plant List
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status

Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak Fagaceae Not native

Native Plant AuctionNative Plant AuctionNative Plant AuctionNative Plant Auction

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status

Aesculus pavia Red Buckeye Sapindaceae Native

Cartrema americanum American Olive, American Devilwood Oleaceae Native

Chionanthus virginicus White Fringetree, Old-Man's Beard Oleaceae Native

Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood Cornaceae Native

Ilex cassine Dahoon Aquifoliaceae Native

Ilex glabra Inkberry, Gallberry Aquifoliaceae Native

Ilex x attenuata East Palatka Holly, Topal Holly Aquifoliaceae Native

Illicium parviflorum Yellow Anise Illiciaceae Native

Muhlenbergia capillaris Hairawn Muhly Poaceae Native

Myrcianthes fragrans Simpson's Stopper Myrtaceae Native

Osmunda regalis Royal Fern Osmundaceae Native

Quercus shumardii Shumard's Oak Fagaceae Native

We extend gratitude to all those who participated.  The workshop is intended to be 
educational not a plant ID service. Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular 
Plants (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/). According to the website, Cartrema 
americanum is indicated as the accepted name for Osmanthus americanus.

Save the date! 
Spring 

Native Plant Sale
Morningside 

Nature Center
3540 E. University Ave. 

Gainesville

EXCLUSIVE 
Members Only Sale

Friday, 13 April 
4:30 – 6:30 pm

(memberships 
available at the gate)

Public Sale
Saturday, 14 April 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Cash, checks, and credit 

cards accepted

Volunteers needed
Just one or two hours 

Friday or Saturday 
Park-a-Plant or 

FNPS booth
You don’t have 
to be an expert! 

Contact Lisa Jelks at 
jelkslg@gmail.edu

Report: The Great Invader Raider Rally
January 27, 2018 
By Karen Garren

! The Great Invader Raider rally is a community-wide 
volunteer removal of invasive plants from public natural 
areas. It was preceded in years past by the Great Air 
Potato Roundup but that program was so successful 
that the focus is now on removal of the bright red 
berries of invasive coral ardisia. According to City 
Recreation Affairs Assistant Windy Wood, the January 
2018 effort by over 564 volunteers resulted in the 
removal of more than 5,155 pounds of invasive coral 
ardisia berries and over 600 pounds of trash from our 
natural areas. Former chapter president Brian Quinn 
visiting from Ireland and FNPS members Lisa and 
Howard Jelks were site leaders at the Florida School of 

Massage.  With their 15 volunteers, they were able to 
strip every last Ardisia berry and filled up two garbage 
bins of nothing but berries! Kids and adults had fun and 
were quite proud of their accomplishment.
! The Festival following the rally was held at 
Morningside Nature Center.  The Imposters provided 
lively Beatles’ music, prizes and T-shirts were awarded 
to volunteers, and good food was available.  Hosting the 
FNPS table at the rally was a great opportunity to 
educate the public on the importance of native plants in 
Florida’s ecosystems, a chance to promote interest in 
our Paynes Prairie chapter’s activities, and also to 
interact with other conservation organizations.  Although 
we are looking forward to doing it again next year, this 
aspect of public lands management is ongoing and 
perpetual.  Please look into the needs of your favorite 
natural areas.

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
mailto:jelkslg@ufl.edu
mailto:jelkslg@ufl.edu


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Can you grow Rhexia 
from seed?

You could win $100 worth 
of plants from Notestein’s 
Nursery if you are the first 
to propagate Rhexia, our 
namesake, from seed. You 
will need to grow several flats of four inch pots in time 
for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to 
qualify. Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107.

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

This space available! 
Promote your business -
be a Chapter sponsor! 

Eight issues for only $100
Contact Goldie at afn49@mindspring.com
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Please join us for these upcoming events!

February General Meeting
Weeding out the Invaders: 

The UF/IFAS Assessment of 
Non-native Plants in Florida’s Natural Areas

Deah Lieurance, Research Coordinator 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018

Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

February Field Trip
UF Native Plant Micropropagation Lab Tour

Saturday, February 24, 2018, 10:00 am
(See Page 5 for details)

 
Berkelman Yard Tour, Melrose

March 17, 2018
(See Page 5 for details)

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society 
is to promote the preservation, conservation, 
and restoration of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida.

The Society fulfills this mission through:

• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat 

suitability for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, 

especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping 

practices and policies that preserve 
Florida's native plant heritage.


