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Please Cast Your Vote for Habitat and
Resource Protection, Peace and Quiet
in the Ocala National Forest
By P.F. Land
Rhexia mariana ©Darel Hess 2bnthewild.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE
New Meeting Place
for 2005
We’re moving again! Beginning in
January 2005, the Paynes Prairie
Chapter will hold its monthly
programs in the auditorium of the
Doyle Conner Building, the Division
of Plant Industry, 1911 SW 34 St.,
Gainesville.

This convenient location is on SW
34th Street across from the Kash &
Karry Shopping Plaza just north of
the Archer Road area. The building
has a large auditorium, a small
kitchen area, indoor bathrooms and
plenty of safe well-lit parking
(including handicapped).
Please enter and exit only through
the main front entrance.

It is critically important that citizens
concerned with appropriate control
of off-road vehicle (ORV) impacts
comment on the
Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the Access Designation
for Ocala National Forest before the
December 1st deadline. The ORV
lobby is very strong and they will be
voting for the highest number of
roads for off-road vehicle access.
Comments can be emailed to
comments-southern-florida@fs.
fed.us; mailed to the attention of Will
Ebaugh at National Forests in
Florida, 325 John Knox Rd, Suite F100, Tallahassee, FL 32303; or by
phone at (850) 523-8557. The entire
plan listing alternatives for forest
management can be seen at
www.southernregion.fs.fed.us/florida
The National Forests are multipleuse forests although many are
questioning the compatibility of ORV
use with other visitor uses and forest
resources, such as native flora and
fauna that are found in its longleaf
pine-wiregrass, wetland, prairie,
hardwood hammock, and
endangered scrub ecosystems. The
Access Designation Process began
with the premise that ORV use is
compatible with forest resources.
Five alternatives were developed
considering just a portion of the
Forest, called the restricted area. At
a later time, the unrestricted area, in
particular the area known as the Big
Scrub, will be considered.
Many conservationists have
chosen to support Alternative E

because it is the only proposed
alternative that eliminates
u n m a n a g e a b l e O RV a c c e s s .
Alternative B is the current plan or
the forest, which includes 2395 miles
of roads that fragment the forest and
cause many areas of ruts, erosion
and unauthorized trash dumping,
especially around ponds.
We recognize that US Forest
Service has included a number of
valuable improvements in their
preferred Alternative D. But D still
calls for far more ORV access than
law enforcement can handle, as well
as too great a proportion of motorized
vs. non-motorized shared-use trails.
C offers a more limited trail network
with conservation merit, but it also
allows ORV use without adequately
addressing recreation management
needs. E, in that it bans ORVs
altogether (while still permitting
hikers, horses, and bicycles on most
of the forest's roads and trails), is
therefore the only one of the
proposed alternatives that would not
result in rapidly continuing resource
degradation.
In 2002, a 20% increase over an
11-month period in ORV user-created
trails, where no cross-country travel
is permitted, necessitated a
temporary closure of critical longleaf
pine-wir egra ss are as. Sad ly,
resource denudation is rampant
throughout much of the Forest
because compliance monitoring and
enforcement is too little and too late.
In addition to mentioning the critical
need for adequate law enforcement,
trails advocates will probably also
(Continued on page 4)
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Calling all members:
Chapter Planning
Meeting – Nov. 16
Our chapter is so fortunate to have
wonderful programs and field trips
each month and these have been
created from the collaboration of the
officers, Board of Directors and other
volunteers who attend the planning
meetings.
All members are encouraged to
contribute ideas and are welcome at
planning meetings.
Our next planning meeting will be
on November 16 from 5:30-7:30 pm at
the UF Environmental Horticulture
Greenhouses on Hull Rd. Our agenda
will include planning speakers and
field trips for Spring 2005. Please call
Claudia (352-846-1070) if you need
directions.

Oct. Field Trip Report:
Ross Prairie
By Charlie Pederson
You couldn't ask for a better
day! The weather was beautiful for
the Ross Prairie State Forest field trip
on October 16. At least three dozen
people came out for the trip, from the
Paynes Prairie chapter, the Citrus
chapter, and from a native plant interest group based in On Top of the
World in Marion county. Some students came out from a Central Florida
Community College biology class motivated by the chance to see some
beautiful sandhills flowering after a
growing season prescribed fire last
April. However, they did mutter something about receiving extra credit...
Also, my boss man came out for the
field trip but he left early. He was horrified by the typical forward speed of
(Continued on page 6)
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Program Notes for Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2004
Plant Identification Workshop: 6:30-7:30pm
Annual Meeting and Program - 7:30 pm

Workshop: Post-Hurricane Landscape Recovery
Program: All residents of north central Florida and most of Florida have
shared the aftermath of hurricane damage around our homes, work-places,
parks and natural areas. As we stand amidst the branches and leaf litter left
scattered every where, it’s only natural to wonder where to begin. Hopefully,
you’ve taken time after cleanup to rest and regain your love of nature and
gardening. Although some folks have restored their yards, many others are
still standing there wondering where to begin.
At our November meeting we will come together for a workshop to answer
questions and offer planning advice. Topics and demonstrations will include
how to correctly prune broken limbs, how to rejuvenate shrubs, landscape
ideas for open areas and what native plants to re-plant in your yard.
Our panel of experts will be Paynes Prairie chapter members with personal and professional experience in horticulture and urban forestry. They will
answer as many questions as time allows about your yard and there will be
reference books, handouts and our Native Plant Landscape Guide available.
Annual Meeting: This will be
our last meeting of 2004 and acSlate of Officers
cording to our bylaws, the time for
Charlie Pedersen
our general election of officers. If President:
Vice
President:
Brian Quinn
there is any other business to disSecretary:
Claudia
Larsen
cuss please call Claudia Larsen to
Chapter
Representative:
Erick
Smith
be added to the agenda. 352-846Directors:
Sandra
Vardaman,
1070.
Refreshments and plant
Jack Jordan, Dick Knapp,
raffle will follow the workshop.
Jennifer
Staiger,
and Mary Rhodes
Plant ID Workshop will take
place as usual from 6:30 - 7:30pm.
This workshop is a group session devoted to learning to identify plants using
botanical terms and popular taxonomic field guides.

November Field Trip - Morningside Nature Center
Saturday, November 13, 2004
On our November field trip we will return to an old favorite, Morningside
Nature Center. Morningside encompasses 278 acres where recent graduate
work found hundreds of species of flowering plants, many of which are in
bloom now due to last year's prescribed burning. Trails and boardwalks meander through sandhill, flatwoods, and cypress domes. A sandhill restoration
project has begun in a southern pine beetle site from several years ago.
Many of you know Morningside as the site for our native plant sales. It is
located approximately three miles east of downtown Gainesville, at 3540 East
University Avenue (SR 26), on the left just past Loften High School. We will
meet at the picnic area at 9:00 am. Park information is available at
www.natureoperations.org. For more information, please call Charlie Pedersen, (352)373-0507.
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Taking Extreme Advantage:

Life Lessons in Usefulness and Beauty
By Jeri Baldwin

porch at my Grandma's
E very
creaked and groaned with luxuri-

ant plants. When the porches and
steps could hold no more, plants
and their containers spilled into the
yard: along the fence, around the
porch, lining the path. around the
trees. Grandma never saw a plant
she didn't like, especially if "God had
growed it". Her plants reached for
the sun from every conceivable array of container. Anything that could
no longer be used for its original purpose held a plant at Grandma's
house. Pots with a hole, pans with a
thin rusty spot, wooden boxes that
had delivered something to her
hardscrabble farm, metal plow
or cultivator parts which were the
least bit concave, cracked crocks
which couldn't hold sauerkraut,
threadbare woven baskets, a wash
tub that had more mend-its than tub
and binder's twine saved from hay
bales supported climbing plants.
In the yard, old tires with slick
treads, stacked two or three
high, grew amazing plants: flowers,
a few vegetables and herbs. Several old, upright bed springs stood
about the yard with Florida roses
twining and snuggling in the coils.
The clash between Grandma
and today's law would have been
awesome, since she believed that
every plant she liked needed to go
home with her, regardless of where
she found it. Many afternoons she
shuffled down the dirt road in front of
her Citra farm with a couple of
croker sacks and a broken handled
shovel. She returned with a heavy
sack which thumped beside the
back step as she walked in for a
bathroom break and a glass of
sweetea. Afterward, she tucked her
plants into the containers one of her
sons had filled with manure and
straw from the stalls in the barn and
set wherever she wanted it. She
cooed and fussed over every one,
giving it support and advice as she
set them in, patted the soil and
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Bessie Mae and Curtis Dunbar
Citra, FL (circa 1955)
Photo courtesy of Jeri Baldwin

slushed water around them.
When I learned their names
years later, she had transplanted
Spider Wort, Milkweed, Liatrus,
Brown-eyed Susans, Beauty Berry,
Boston Fern, Cinnamon
Fern, Coontie, Swamp Lily, Blueeyed Grass, Yucca, Pawpaw, Ti-ti,
Passion Flower, Turk's-cap, Cardinal Flower, Coral Honeysuckle,
Wisteria, Lantana and many others
that I cannot remember or can't
find in my plant books. I haven't
been able to identify them, but I
think she also brought orchids
home and coaxed them to grow on
slabs and trees.
randma thrived on neighbors
and friends loving her flowers. After just one or two admiring
words, folks found themselves with
a small pot, a cutting wrapped in a
piece of wet rag, or a handful of
cut flowers. Because she so generously gave away her plants,
folks flooded her in return with
plants, cutt ings a nd b ouquets.
She delighted in every
plant anyone took the time to bring

G

her or gave her when she went by
their place.
She could tell you who brought
every plant, what day, what time,
what and who they had talked
about when they came. She remembered what she gave from her
garden and how the plant she had
given fared. She took a dim view
of people who let their plant gift
languish or die.
Grandma took extreme advantage of what life had given her to
enjoy a porch and yard which would
be the envy of any modern gardener. She lived dirt poor, but rich
beauty surrounded her because of
the plant world she brought into her
life. No worries about containers,
she loved finding just the plant
for whatever had worn out somewhere else. And as much as she
loved her plants, she loved more
visiting and talking with the folks
who stopped to admire her plants or
brought some of what they had.
My Grandma taught me many
things in our lives together, some
she meant for me to learn 'cause
she wanted me to "be a good girl"
and rained words onto my ears almost non-stop to encourage
that. But Grandma taught me two
concepts altogether unconsciously
(Although it is entirely possible she
did know). But just by watching and
being chief helper, I learned that
nothing was ever used up, that it
could do one more thing. It was her
job to figure out what use. She also
taught me that no matter how much
money you didn't have, loveliness
waited everywhere. I've learned to
hope that I can inspire as much
beauty and neighborliness with my
plants as my Grandma.
Receiving the Rhexia by Email

saves printing & postage costs, paper, volunteer time, and it comes in
color! Send your sign-up request to
gourdsandboards@hotmail.com
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ORV Access Plan
(Continued from page 1)

want to stress that most of the
forest's "unclassified roads" should
become non-motorized trails for
shared use by horseback riders,
hikers, and bicyclists, rather than
"mixed use" roads also open to
ORVs. Equestrians may also want
to ask that the trails coming out of
the major horse activity trailhead at
Doe Lake be managed as
equestrian trails also open to hikers
and bikers, but not to motorized
vehicles.
Alternative E attempts to prevent
fragmentation of wildlife habitat and
the alteration of their normal
behavior; to lessen noise, air
pollution, and conflict with more
passive forest users; to prevent the
physical destruction of ecological
and aesthetic values; and to
prevent unsustainable levels of
uses.
Please make comments yourself
and pass this information on to
others who may be interested. If
you have any questions, feel free to
contact Linda Duevers at 352/4664136 or ConwayConservation
@conway.com. Linda would also
appreciate receiving copies of your
letters.
(Thanks to all who contributed to this article!)

The First National Conference
on Ecosystem Restoration (NCER)
will enable national and international information exchange on
many issues involved in landscapescale ecosystem restoration.
NCER will be held December 610, 2004 in Orlando, Florida at the
Wyndham Palace, which provides a
centralized setting and more than
200,000 square feet of meeting
space to comfortably accommodate
our educational sessions, workshops, poster displays and exhibits.
Despite the fact it is high season
in Florida, the hotel has agreed to

A Special Thanks…..
The job of the nominating committee may just be one of the more difficult
jobs in an organization. Taking the time to find qualified and willing candidates to serve the good of the group can be a daunting task.
Our nominating committee has done an outstanding job of filling the election slate for this year’s officers and board members. Thanks Erick Smith,
Ann Stodola, and Jennifer Staiger, for performing this very valuable service!

November Plant ID Report
by Paul Cohen

Hairy indigo (Indigofera hirsuta Linnaeus) grows in
pastures and disturbed sites throughout the southeast
and Puerto Rico. Native to northern Australia, southern
Asia, Africa, and Madagascar, its introduction to the
American South is uncertain - perhaps intentional, a
plant for the indigo dye industry, or just an incidental
traveler with the slave trade.
Farmers and ranchers found the plant useful for
plowing under with the legume to improve soil for crops
like melons and strawberries. Cattle gained more
weight when it was part of their forage. Now hairy indigo is a distained, nuisance plant.
Nomenclature based on Richard Wunderlin and
Bruce Hansen’s “Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Second Edition” (2003).
Plant ID Workshops are held from 6:30-7:30 prior to
the regular monthly meeting. Thanks to all who participate.
Rhexia - November 2004

extend a very special rate within the
confines of federal per diem.
Mark your calendar and make
plans to attend this first-time national event focusing on ecosystem
restoration efforts throughout the
country. Join your fellow scientists,
educators, and restoration planners, managers and decisionmakers to discuss similarities and
differences and successes and failures of ecosystem restoration programs throughout the country.
Visit http://conference.ifas.ufl.
edu/ecosystem/ for up-to-date information and planning assistance.

Native Plants Identified
Chamaesyce hirta

Pillpod Sandmat

Euphorbiaceae

Chamaesyce maculata

Spotted Sandmat
Cuban Jute,
Indian Hemp
Thin Paspalum

Euphorbiaceae

Sida rhombifolia
Paspalum setaceum

Malvaceae
Poaceae

Non-native Plants Identified

Phylantus urinaria

Nakedstem
Dewflower
Mascarene Island
Leafflower
Chamber Bitter

Indigofera hirsuta

Hairy indigo

Murdania nudiflora
Phylanthus tenellus

Commelinaceae
Euphorbiaceae
Euphorbiaceae
Fabaceae

Indigofera spicata

Trailing Indigo

Fabaceae

Desmodium incanum

Zarzabacoa Comun
Threeflower
Ticktrefoil
Indian Goosegrass

Fabiaceae

Dixie Signalgrass
Paraguayan
Purslane
Flattop Mille Graines

Poaceae

Desmodium triflorum
Eleusine indica
Urocloa ramosa
Portulaca amilis
Oldenlandia corymbosa

Fabiaceae
Poaceae
Portulacaceae
Rubiaceae
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Compliments of

Har t ’ s Nu r s er y
Native, Wildlife, & Blooming Plants

"Everything Toyota & Lexus"
www.AERSI.com
Phone: (352) 376-8399

Come visit us at the
Alachua County Farmer’s Market
441 North - Stall #6
Saturdays from 8:30 - Noon

Greg and Linda Hart

(386) 462-2752

23602 SE Hawthorne Road
Hawthorne, FL 32640

Breezy Oaks Nursery

(Hwy 20, one mile east of Hwy 301)

352-481-3795
F.L. Alsobrook

Jack Janes

Featuring native azaleas, trees, and shrubs

Pais landscapes

Crone’s Cradle Conserve
Ecological Preserve - Feminist Retreat Center - Organic Farm

Florida Native Horticulture
Design and Consulting
Landscape Contracting
Ecological Restorations
Post Office Box 14933
Gainesville, FL 32604

John David Pais

ISA Certified Arborist
FL Certified Landscape Designer
FL Certified Landscape Contractor
FL Native Plant Specialist

352-395-7289 Office
352-215-5452 Cell
352-475-37 Fax
jdpais@earthlink.net
www.paislandscapes.com

Visit our store Mon.-Sat. 10-4 pm
On CR 318, 6.4 miles east of Citra
Native wood products - Books, cards, calendars
Herbals & Edibles

And at the Union Street Farmer’s Market
In Gainesville, Wed. 4:30 - 7 pm

(352) 595-3377

Organic Vegetables and Herbs

www.cronesccradleconserve.com

Compliments of

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
David and Marilyn Chiappini

Micanopy
Wildflowers
Claudia Larsen
(352) 466-3880

Native Wildflowers and Grasses in 4” pots
Available March - October

Wildflowers add beauty and life to your garden!

(Wholesale only by appointment. Minimum order $100)

2406 NW 43RD STREET
GAINESVILLE, FL
352-376-4922
Located in the Millhopper Area
ANNUALS - PERRENIALS - NATIVES - SHRUBS - TREES ORCHIDS HOUSEPLANTS - ACCESSORIES - GARDEN GIFTS

Friendly Service Since 1970

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL 32611

Annual Meeting and
Post-Hurricane
Landscape Recovery
Workshop
Tuesday, Oct. 12
7:30 pm
(Plant ID Workshop at 6)

Upcoming Meetings, Field Trips, and Events
Monthly Meetings
Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday September - November and January - May at 7:30 pm. November’s
meeting will be our last at the Matheson Historical Center, 513
E. University Ave., Gainesville, Florida. Beginning in January,
2005, we will meet at the Doyle Conner Building, Division of
Plant Industry, 1911 SW 34 St., Gainesville. Plant ID
workshops precede each meeting at 6:30 pm.

Nov. 9
Hurricane Landscape Recovery Workshop
Nov. 16 - 5:30-7:30pm
Chapter Planning Meeting
Environmental Horticulture Greenhouses, UF
December No Meetings - Happy Holidays!
Jan. 11, 2005 Surviving the Wilds of FL Reid Tillery
Field Trips
Nov. 13
Morningside Nature Center
Events
Dec. 6-10 1st National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration
Wyndham Palace - Lake Buena Vista, Florida

October Field Trip Report
(Continued from page 2)

a Native Plant Society field
trip (clocked on that day at
2.4 meters/minute).
Plants in flower or fruit
included: Triphora trianthophora, Arnoglossum floridanum, Balduina angustifolia,
Berlandiera subacaulis,
Eriogonum tomentosum,
Balduina angustifolia, Carphephorus corymbosus,
Carphephorus corymbosus
Palafo xia
inte grifo l ia,
Photo by Karen Ahlers
Vernonia angustifolia, Ilex
ambigua, Amphicarpum muhlenbergianum, Spartina bakeri, Lachnocaulon minus, and Ilex glabra. Lorraine Miller
keyed the unknown epiphytic fern to Phlebodium aureum.
The complete checklist for this natural area will be
posted on the FNPS website (www.fnps.org) under the
Paynes Prairie chapter.

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278

