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MONTHLY MEETING
May 8, 2007 Speaker
Native Plant Restoration
Dr. Carrie Reinhardt-Adams

Dr. Carrie Reinhardt-Adams is the director
of the Restoration and Plant Ecology Lab at
the University of Florida. She joined the faculty of the Environmental Horticulture Department in August 2005 coming from the University of Minnesota where she received her
PhD. Her primary research interests include
applied plant ecology, restoration, and wetland ecology, as well as invasive species
control and native species establishment.
Dr. Adams is teaching Introduction to Ecosystem Restoration which has a focus on
Florida and the Southeastern coastal plain.
The curriculum includes restoration theory
and planning, disturbed land reclamation,
wetland and river restoration, invasive species control, community involvement in the
restoration process, and related topics. She
is also working to provide interaction between
native plant nurseries, state government, and
environmental consulting and restoration

firms to further the connection between plant
production, availability and restoration.
Please join us to hear about this program
and also the current research projects underway involving native plant restoration. She is
also helping organize a new native plant research consortium and will tell us about her
current wetland restoration project.
We will have a plant raffle and refreshments after the talk.
This will be our last program before our
summer break. Next speaker will be in SepSubmitted by: Claudia Larsen
tember 2007.
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Conference Report
As this is written, the conference is still a week away and over 350 people have pre-registered
for the event. We have had many compliments about the speakers, workshops and field trips and
we hope to duplicate some of these for future Paynes Prairie Chapter meetings. Thanks to everyone who contributed, time, suggestions and financial support for the 27th Annual State FNPS
Meeting. Look for conference reports in upcoming fall newsletters and the Palmetto magazine.
Submitted by: Claudia Larsen

2007 Conference a Success!

TO

CHARLIE PEDERSEN
and
CLAUDIA LARSEN
FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE.

A special

THANK YOU
to all of you who volunteered
to make this conference special.
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2007 Conference a Success!
Our Florida Native Plant Society Conference in
Gainesville was one of the best conferences ever!
Although final accounting has not been completed,
about 400 attendees attended talks and field trips
over the 4 days. Field trips included walks and also
excursions by
boat, kayak, bicycle and pontoon.
Our Friday
keynote speaker
Janisse Ray
touched many
hearts in her eloquent reading
about what we
lose without conservation, and about what we can save with conservation. She discussed our responsibilities to
help cure our fragmented lands, communities and
lives and reminded the audience of the world’s
beauty and fragility.
Saturday keynote speaker William Cullina from
the New England Wild Flower Society showed the
potential that could be achieved by FNPS by sharing examples of the huge network of native plant
conservation their Society controls in New England. Besides buying and managing land for conservation; they train volunteers to track rare plants
and remove exotic pest plants in a multi-state area.
They maintain a huge nursery that supplies most of
the natives for that area and they develop propagation techniques and seed banking methods.
NEWFS’s newest project is making native plant information, pictures and geographical distribution
available on websites. We hope FNPS will share a
new alliance with the New England Wild Flower
Society as a result of this conference.
With so many great trips and speakers, we
hope we will be able to repeat many of them for
future Paynes Prairie Chapter meetings. Stay
tuned this fall for exciting speakers and adventurous field trips to our areas most beautiful conservation sites.
We thank all the volunteers who served as assistant field trip leaders, audiovisual and room assistants and those who worked the early and long

hours at the registration desk and helped staff the
chapter vendor booth. The members of the conference planning committee deserve much praise for
all their planning and follow through to make the
conference exciting, educational and fun. The
plant sale committee deserves kudos for attracting
vendors from north to central Florida which provided a great range of plant materials. The evening
socials were a wonderful mix of music, food, and
conversation. We could not have done it without all
of you!
These are the folks who volunteered their time
and spirit to Paynes Prairie Chapter: Charlie and
Maura Pedersen, Claudia Larsen, Ellen Thoms,
Erick Smith, Jamie Barichivich, Sandy Vardaman,
Grace Crummer, Patti Anderson, Mary Crummer,
Mary Rhodes, Brian Quinn, Howard Jelks, Laura
NeSmith, Lisa Jelks, Joe Durando, Jennifer
Staiger, Jill McGuire, Lisa Modola, Debbie
DeLoach, Karen Schneider, Cara Gwalthney,
Bobby Ing, Carmen Harris, Debbie Seagel, Linda
Demetropoulos, Emily Austen, Mary Brown, Peter
Cameron, Sharon & Gary Dockter, Ann Frances,
Robert Fisher, Karren Garren, Trace Giornelli,
Nancy Griffin, Bern Holthuis, Karin Hyler, Kathy
Malone, Dustin Meador, Maria and Marc Minno,
Bryan Nackashi, David Pais, Sandi Saures, Goldie
Schwartz, Terry Sheehan, Mary Short, Libby Stuart, Alice Tyler, Susan Vince, Tom Ward and Tom
Workman. We hope all of you will continue to share
your time with future FNPS events!
Special thanks to Jackie Casserly our meeting
planner from the Planning Connection. We highly
recommend her services and appreciate her expertise and patience with us plant geeks.
Article & Photos Submitted by: Claudia Larsen
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Natives Get Trial Run
The University of Florida Environmental Horticulture Department has been conducting extensive field trials of annual
and perennial flowers behind Fifield Hall on Hull Road (off
SW 34th St.) for several years. The purpose of these trials is
to evaluate standard and new varieties of bedding plants in
Florida weather conditions for their landscape potential.
Representative plants are planted in a small plot with 4 to 16
plants per plot. These plots are mulched, fertilized and irrigated. Evaluations on growth and flowering of each variety
are posted on a website for homeowners, nursery growers
and landscape designers. Previous planting material has
been supplied by large nurseries and seed companies.
With the interest in sustainable landscaping and native
plants, UF researchers have extended their palette to include native annuals and perennials. Professors and graduate students visited our Spring Native Plant Sale at Morningside Nature Center and purchased native species to add to
the evaluations. Native plants and grasses will be placed in
a separate bed that will not be overly watered or fertilized.
The purpose of the additional beds will not be to compare
native plants with the showy non-native hybrids, but to
evaluate their flowering and longevity as landscape candidates.
The trial bed is open to the public 24
hours a day. There are no parking restrictions
at Fifield Hall on weekends or after 3pm on
weekdays. You are welcome to stroll along
the beds and enjoy the plantings at your leisure. Plants are all labeled. The native plants
will be planted in late April. There will be a
field day (fee involved) to show plants to
growers and plant breeders in May, but the
data and photos will also be posted on the
web at http:Hort.ifas.ufl.edu and updated as www.plantatlas.usf.edu
evaluations take place through the summer. Additional
plantings are planned for fall 2007 as well. Some of the
plants being planted this April are Ageratina. Asclepias, Elliott’s Aster, Wild Ageratum. Partridge Pea, Coreopsis, Elephants Foot, Beach Sunflower, Rayless Sunflower, Blackeye
Susan, Browneye Susan, Blue-eye Grass, Beach Goldenrod, Blue Curls, Tampa Verbena, Ironweed, Purple Lovegrass.
Come visit the UF trial gardens to see how our Florida
natives survive!
Submitted by: Claudia Larsen

Spring Plant Sale A Big Success
Our Spring native plant sale at Morningside Nature Center April 6 and 7 was a rousing success. Friday night was
surprisingly busy and we signed up nearly 30 new members.
The chill in the air warmed considerably with all the bodies
diligently buying up their native plants. On Saturday the cold
weather could not dissuade a steady stream of plant seekers
who managed to clear out some vendors. The Paynes Prairie chapter booth was busy also, dispensing important ad-

vice and raffling off donated plants for one of our more successful raffles. We also found a wood carver to replace
Boards and Gourds who was selling bird boxes, and Susan
Trammell braved the cold to sell her artwork and sign tshirts. Considering the proximity of the plant sale to our
state conference I was pleasantly surprised with the number
of volunteers who came to help. A very special thank you
goes out to JamieBarichivich, Howard Jelks, Charlie Pedersen, Brian Quinn, Goldie Schwartz, Erick Smith, and Jennifer Staiger (thanks also to our members who helped as
cashiers and at park-a-plant). One of our core missions is to
educate the public on the benefits of planting natives and we
did just that!
Welcome to the new members who signed up at the
spring sale. We hope you will join us for future programs and
field trips!
Submitted by: Lisa Jelks

Flora of North America
Reaches Halfway Mark
More than
900 botanists, working as part of the Flora of North America
project, have now cataloged over half of the genera of higher
plants native or naturalized in North America north of Mexico
and hope to finish by 2011. This is the first comprehensive
and scientifically authoritative publication treating the
20,000+ species of plants in U.S. and Canada together.
Thirteen volumes have been published (including an
introductory volume), one is being printed, and publication of
two more is expected this year, out of a total of 30. The second volume of grasses (Poaceae, Volume 24) came out in
early 2007, completing the monocotyledonous plants. The
first of three volumes on mosses, liverworts, and hornworts
is in press. Especially exciting was the publication of all
three volumes on the sunflower family (Asteraceae, Vols. 19,
20, 21) last year. The treatments include identification keys,
nomenclatural information, common names, descriptions,
distributions (including maps), and discussions. Every genus and 1/3 to 1/6 of the species is illustrated.
FNA makes many lifetimes of study, and the best knowledge
from regional floras, available in print and electronically. Editorial centers are located at Missouri Botanical
Garden, the Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, Université de Montréal, and University of Kansas. Authors base
their work on knowledge of plants in the field, herbarium
specimens, and review of the literature. The project also
has a network of regional reviewers. Authors
and editors work as volunteers; grants and donations support technical editors and botanical illustrators. The books
are published by Oxford University Press--US and currently
are on sale at the discounted price of $76/volume (available
at www.oup.com/us/fnaseries). More information on Flora of
North America and treatments from published volumes are
available at www.fna.org.
For more information contact Nancy R. Morin, FNA Business Office, P. O. Box 716, Point Arena, California, 707/8822528, nancy.morin@nau.edu.
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Paynes Prairie Chapter
Supports Buying Conservation Lands
As in past years, Paynes Prairie chapter was asked to
write some letters of support for local conservation land
purchases. We were happy to help! These letters go in
the application packet for grant money to pay for buying
land.
The grant program is called the Florida Communities
Trust (FCT). According to their website, "Florida Communities Trust is a state land acquisition grant program that
provides funding to local governments and eligible nonprofit environmental organizations for acquisition of community-based parks, open space and greenways that further outdoor recreation and natural resource protection
needs identified in local government comprehensive
plans." So local governments (Alachua County Forever,
City of Gainesville) and land trusts (Alachua Conservation
Trust, Putnam Land Conservancy, Conservation Trust for
Florida) can apply for this money and use it to preserve
land. Public involvement drives the success of FCT
grants compared to other pools of land buying money
available in Florida. FCT grants score higher when applicants can show new parks will be used for environmental
education or passive recreation. FCT grants score higher
when applicants can show new parks have broad public
support. Our chapter's letters are one sign of our community's support for land buying.
Here are some excerpts from this year's FCT support
letters:
Lake Alto
The Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society (FNPS) supports buying the 671-acre Lake
Alto Preserve. The 450 members of our local chapter
would be thrilled to see Alachua County receive Florida
Communities Trust money during the 2007 grant cycle.
Levy Prairie
The Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society (FNPS) supports buying the 3,213-acre
Levy Prairie – Hudson Land parcels. FNPS would like to
see Alachua County receive matching funds from a Florida Communities Trust grant.
FNPS was involved years ago encouraging the state
to buy Paynes Prairie. These Levy Prairie – Hudson
Land parcels tie in with the state preserve (22,000 acres)
and a 12,000 acre complex of wetlands and uplands
Alachua County has been working on protecting. Because of the hydrological connections, and the quality of
the uplands, Barr Hammock-Ledwith Prairie-Levy Prairie
ecosystem rates a high acquisition priority according to
county ecological staff. This project forms the northern
border of the 2,303-acre Barr Hammock-Ledwith Prairie
project, which was purchased in 2006 by Alachua County
with matching funds from the 2006 Florida Communities
Trust grant cycle and mitigation funds from the Southwest
Florida Water Management District. The Hudson Land is

an out parcel located along the southern border of Barr
Hammock.
About two dozen FNPS folks got to
see Levy Prairie last fall when we took
a field trip out to the recent Barr Hammock purchase. Beautiful! With a bit
of passive recreation infrastructure and
a bit of restoration this area will be an
incredible asset for the citizens of Florida and citizens of Alachua county.
But not until it is purchased. Please
support Alachua county's grant.
www.alachuaconservati
ontrust.org/phifer.htm
Phifer Flatwoods
The Paynes Prairie Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society enthusiastically endorses the
Phifer Flatwoods project submitted by Alachua County for
the 2007 grant cycle. This project preserves the natural
experience of the Gainesville-Hawthorne trail, and secures a bottleneck in the major wildlife corridor in eastern
Alachua County.
Submitted by: Charlie Pedersen

Air Potato Biological Control
An insect with potential to control air potatoes is being
evaluated.
Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera) is an invasive exotic
plant species that provides trouble locally in North Florida, throughout the southeastern U.S. and the Caribbean.
Although air potatoes are members of the yam family,
they don't yield up tasty tubers for your Thanksgiving table. They instead toss out terrible traveling aerial tubers
that float downstream to torture treasured natural areas.
About the only good thing I've personally ever gotten from
air potatoes was a free T-shirt from the Air Potato Roundup.
I'm pleased to report some progress on a potential
biological control agent for Air Potato. The USDA is
evaluating the Nepalese air potato beetle, (Liliocerus sp.)
to see if it only attacks invasive air potatoes and doesn’t
impact desirable plants like the native Dioscoreas, Florida
yam (D. floridiana) and wild yam (D. quarternata). Under
the quarantine conditions where it’s being observed, the
beetle eats not only leaves but also the aerial tubers!
The beetle faces years more evaluation before it will be
considered for release. More information is available on
the USDA-ARS Invasive Plant Research Laboratory website: www.weedbiocontrol.org. The specific proposal for
air potato bio-control is found here.
What do the native air potatoes look like? Our natives, Florida yam and wild yam, grow sparse and scattered in hardwood hammocks and floodplains of north
and west Florida, they never form aerial tubers, and the
leaf blades usually less than six inches long. Ken Langland’s extension brochure, Natural Area Weeds: Air Potato (Dioscorea bulbifera), goes into more detail on this.
¶

Submitted by: Claudia Larsen
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Home Security: A Landscape Use for Some Oft-Slighted Natives
Everyone has probably seen advice on growing
“armed” (with thorns, spines, needles, etc.) plants under windows, to deter prowlers both human and animal, and to serve
as barrier hedges, particularly for dooryards that have no
guard animals (dogs, hogs, geese, etc.). Usually the plants
mentioned are quite up to the task, but are exotic, such as
century-plants, flying-dragon, hybrid roses, barberry, silverthorn, firethorn, and Burford-holly. Here are some suitable
natives for various locales in north-central Florida (the further
south you go, you will find the more suitable native species for
such use ). Some of them are more ornamental than others;
compared to having a razorwire-topped fence, some of them
are more effective, and all of them are more subtle-pleasing to
the eyes. Note that another reason to plant thorny natives
might be to provide habitat and/or food for wildlife. Most of
these species require full sun. Needless to say, they should
not be planted beside structures that utility workers have to
access.
Note, I have omitted natives that simply drop seasonal
spiny pods and the like, such as chestnut (Castanea dentata
hybrids-burrs), chinquapin (Castanea pumila--burs), baldcypress (Taxodium spp.-cone shards), sweetgum
(Liquidambar styraciflua--pods), and loblolly pine (Pinus taeda-cones). Ditto for natives with rash-inducing sap, such as poison-ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), poison-oak (Toxicodendron
pubescens), poison-sumac (Toxicodendron vernix), stingingnettle (Urtica spp.), and smartgrass (Polygonum hydropiperoides). These do not make effective barrier plants, except for
the Tread-softly; indicated below, either because they only
affect bare skin, or have effects that are time-delayed.

TREES:
Acacia, Sweet (Acacia farnesiana) – semi-evergreen small
tree, with long stout spines on its zigzag branches and twigs.
This has a bonus of flowers (yellow powder-puffs) and seeds
(wildlife food). Prefers well-drained soils; thrives at seaside.
This would make an impenetrable barrier hedge.
Crab-Apple, Southern (Malus angustifolia) – deciduous
small tree, with stout spines on trunk and branches. This has
a bonus of flowers (small, pink, in clusters) and fruits (small
crab-apples) and seems to prefer dry soils. It has potential as
a barrier hedge, but is subject to pests and diseases (keep it
away from red-cedars as you would an apple tree).
Devil’s Walkingstick (Aralia spinosa) – deciduous small
tree, with stout spines on trunk, and thorns on undersides of
leaflets. This tree prefers a moist site and seems to do best
with a morning sun. It has a bonus of flowers (white, tiny, in
huge clusters). Growth pattern tends toward a single straight
trunk with foliage clustered at the top, but if several were
densely planted in a row, they would make an effective barrier
hedge.
Locust, Water (Gleditsia aquatica) – deciduous large tree,
dangerously armed from trunk to twig with barbed thorns the
size and shape of a fish-gig. It prefers a moist to wet site. A
line of these planted close together would make a very tall and
impenetrable waterside hedge.
Prickly-ashes, including the Hercules’ Club (Zanthoxylum
clava-herculis) and Toothache-tree (Zanthoxylum americanum) – deciduous mid-size trees, viciously armed with rose-

like thorns from trunk to leaf; the flowers are not very showy
but attract bees. These trees are for no-maintenance zones
only; if you even brush lightly against them while mowing
grass, they will scratch like a wildcat.

LARGE SHRUBS:
Buckthorns (Sideroxylon spp.) – evergreen, with stout
spines on twigs and branches. Seem to prefer shallow soils
with limestone below; relatively slow-growing. Foliage is
glossy on top surface, and the shape tends to be compact,
making it a leading candidate for both under-window and barrier-hedge planting.
Cactus, Prickly-Apple (Harrisia spp.) – viciously spiny; not
cold-hardy inland. Growth habit is very sprawling with snakelike “branches” in every direction. Has bonus of flowers (large,
white) and edible fruits (round, yellow). With only some infrequent pruning to keep it in bounds, it might make an effective
under-window plant (south facing wall). Prefers a dry soil
(coastal sands and shell-mounds in the wild) and full sun.
Cactus, Shell-Mound Prickly-Pear (Opuntia stricta) – viciously spiny; not hardy inland. As its name implies, it prefers
to grow on coastal shell mounds, regardless of whether they
are natural, prehistoric middens, or modern dredge-spoil; it will
tolerate other dry soils. Has bonus of flowers (large, yellow)
and edible fruit (red, tart, tongue-staining). It would require
frequent pruning to keep it under control as an under-window
plant (south, east, or west facing wall), but makes an effective
barrier hedge in places protected from hard freezes. Any pad
dropped tends to root and become a new shrub.
Hawthorns (Crataegus spp.) – deciduous, somewhat
spiny, with bonus of flowers (white, tiny, in clusters) and fruit
(some edible, though tart, such as the Mayhaw of roadsidestore jelly fame). Gets too large for window, but excellent for a
barrier hedge (but keep it away from red-cedars as you would
an apple tree). There is at least one native hawthorn species
for every soil--dry, average, or wet. Some actually had a history of being used for corrals in pioneer times.
Nicker, Gray (Caesalpinia bonduc) – evergreen, glossy
and tropical-looking, viciously armed with spines along trunk,
thorns in every direction on underside of foliage, and even
spines on the pods. Bonus flowers (tiny, yellow, in small
spikes) and seeds (shiny gray, for beadwork). A seaside plant,
fast-growing, tolerant of most any non-inundated soil, but cannot survive a freeze, so is limited to protected coastal sites. It
has a sprawling, almost vining, growth habit, so is not a likely
candidate for under-window planting, but with occasional pruning to keep it in bounds, makes a very effective barrier hedge.
Palm, Needle (Rhapidophyllum hystrix) – evergreen
shrub-palm preferring a moist shade. Very ornamental foliage,
dark green on top, silvery on bottom. The upward-pointing
dark brown spines clustered around the short trunk are quite
long (between 1 and 1.5 ft) and stiff, with a needle-sharp point.
It eventually gets too tall to be a permanent under-window
plant (north-facing wall), but since it grows slowly that might
not be a problem; it would make an attractive barrier hedge for
a wooded yard if planted closely in a line. Unlike the sawpalmetto, it does not have a reputation as a fire risk.

Continued on page 7
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Home Security: A Landscape Use for Some Oft-Slighted Natives
Continued from page 6
Palmetto, Saw (Serenoa repens) – evergreen shrubpalm tolerating most any kind of site that isn’t perpetually
flooded. Foliage can be shiny pea-green or dull bluishgray. The stems (petioles) are saw-toothed. In full sun it
usually stays from hip to shoulder height; in shade it can
develop an ascending trunk. Unfortunately, its waxy
leaves, esp. the old dried ones, are a fire-hazard, so it
should not be used as an under-window plant or even as a
hedge in proximity to a building. Far away from buildings,
say along a property line, it would make a fine barrier
hedge, though it would still be best to keep a fire-break (dirt
road and/or ditch) running alongside it (fire does not much
harm the plant itself—it is one of the first plants to leaf-out
after a wildfire).
Plums (Prunus angustifolia, P. americana) – deciduous, somewhat spiny (except P. umbellata), with bonus of
flowers (white, tiny, in clusters) and edible (usually very tart
and sometimes grub-infested) fruit. Prefers well-drained
soils. Gets too large for window, but excellent for a barrier
hedge as its natural growth form is a thicket.
Yucca, Dagger/Bayonet – evergreen; the Moundlily
Yucca (Y. gloriosa) is more cold-hardy, but the Spanish
Bayonet Yucca (Y. aloifolia) is larger. Both prefer welldrained soils and thrive in dune conditions; they naturally
form thickets so can make a barrier hedge of dangerouslysharp spine-tipped stiff dark green foliage, with the bonus
of edible flowers (large, white, clustered on tall spike; the
lumpy fruits are technically edible but usually grub-fouled).
They are suitable only for no-maintenance areas; if you
mow grass near them, you will likely get a deep stab and
might even lose an eye. The blades can be selectively
pinked to remove the spines (Old Florida yard-art tradition
calls for application of egg-carton cut-out “flowers” as you
pink, so that you know which blades have been done), but
that requires very frequent maintenance.

SMALL SHRUBS:
Cactus, Prickly-Pear (Opuntia humifusa) – viciously
spiny, and cold-hardy inland; common on dunes, sandhills,
and dry lakebeds. Has bonus of flowers (large, yellow) and
edible fruit (red, tart, tongue-staining). Does not usually get
over knee high except where protected from hard freezes.
Any pad dropped tends to root and become a new shrub.
Would make an effective under-window plant (south, east,
or west-facing wall), or a wide, low barrier hedge. Individual specimens are highly variable in pad size and shape,
and length of spines.
Coralbean (Erythrina herbacea) – perennial plant
(becomes a deciduous large shrub on coast and wherever
protected from frost), very thorny along the branches, with
bonus flowers (red, on tall spikes, which often appear before the foliage). Prefers average to dry soils, and thrives
both at seaside and on sandhills. The accumulation of
dead stalks and its sprawling habit combine to make it an
effective, but untidy, barrier hedge or under-window plant.
Yucca, Adam’s Needle (Yucca filamentosa) – evergreen with sharp-tipped foliage, but too bendable to stab as
deeply as the bigger Yuccas; it is only prickly. Suitable for
under-window planting (south, east, or west facing wall),
but probably not very effective. Bonus flowers (large,
white, clustered on tall spike).

VINES:
Buckthorn, Climbing (Sageretia minutiflora) – deciduous, with large spines distributed usually fairly sparsely
along the branches. Seems to prefer moist shallow soils
with limestone below.
Greenbriar (Smilax spp.) – most of these are viciously
spiny, with stout spines along the stems, and some of them
also have smaller spines on the leaves. Will thrive on any
but submerged soils. The stems are semi-evergreen, and
renewed each spring; if not trained on a fence, they will
crawl over the ground and form a dense thicket, so can be
used for a low broad barrier.
Rose, Wild (Rosa spp.) – the various native species
are pink-flowered. Viciously thorny, usually with a sprawling habit.
Sensitive-Briar (Mimosa quadrivalvis) – prickly, fastgrowing ground-cover vine with feathery sensitive foliage
(folds when touched), tolerant of most any dry to wet soil
that is not perpetually submerged. Bonus flowers (pink
powder-puffs). The prickles are not really big enough to be
more than an annoyance unless it has grown densely
enough to create a thicket. Would make a fairly ornamental
low wide barrier hedge.

PERENNIALS:
Blackberry (Rubus spp.) – the various species have
biennial deciduous canes of different lengths—head-high
for R. argutus, knee-high for R. cuneifolius, and very long
vining for R. trivialis. All have the bonus of flowers (white,
small, in clusters) and edible fruit (purple-black and quite
tasty). All are quite prickly, and spread by roots to make an
impenetrable thicket; probably more suitable for a barrier
hedge than for planting under windows.
Sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense) – as the name implies, this native marsh plant has grasslike stiff blades with
sawtooth edges. It makes an effective barrier hedge for the
summer season (sometimes over head height), but dies
back in winter, and requires a marshy site (or ditch).
Southern cutgrass (Leersia hexandra) is another marsh
plant with a similar sharp-edged grassy blade, but is less
effective at penetrating regular clothing.
Thistle (Cirsium spp.) – short-lived/biennial plant up to
head high; thrives on most any site. Foliage tips and stem
have spines that will penetrate regular clothing. Bonus
flowers (purple) and seeds (wildlife food). Would be effective under a window, and as a barrier hedge if closely
planted (per ancient legends concerning its Scottish relatives).
Tread-Softly (Cnidoscolus stimulosus) – perennial plant
about knee high; dies to ground each winter; thrives on
poor, well-drained, sandy soils. Covered in long glassy
needles from stem to both sides of leaves to seedpod,
which easily penetrate light clothing and cause an intense
burning sensation that lasts for an hour or so. Tends to run
by roots, creating scattered clumps and sometimes thickets. Bonus flowers (tiny, bright white, in clusters) actually
make it attractive from a distance. Would make an effective under-window plant (south, east, or west facing wall) or
broad low barrier hedge.
Reference for technical names: Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants
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MEETINGS, FIELD TRIPS, EVENTS
Meetings
May 1 / Tuesday

Board of Directors and
Planning Meeting

If you would like to help organize Fall 2007
speaker programs, field trips and plant sales,
then please come to the May Planning Meeting,
5:30 p.m., at the Environmental Horticulture Dept
Greenhouse Complex behind Fifield Hall, Hull Rd
on UF campus. If you would like to make suggestions to the Board or need directions, please
contact Claudia at calarsen@ufl.ed or 352-8461070.

May 8 / Tuesday
Chapter Meeting
Dr Carrie Reinhardt-Adams
University of Florida, Landscape Ecology
This will be our last program before our summer break. Next speaker will be in September
2007.
Please join us in May as Dr. Carrie ReinhardtAdams of the University of Florida discusses the
new Conservation Ecology programs in the Environmental Horticulture Dept. at UF.
Fall programs Sept 10, Oct 9 and Nov 13, 2007

Field Trips
May 12 / Saturday
Field Trip
McGuire Center Native Butterfly Garden
Florida Museum of Natural History
8:30 AM-10:30AM
Meet at the picnic tables in front of the Florida
Museum of Natural History on Hull Road
Join us for a morning at the new McGuire
Center native plant butterfly garden.
This garden was created with butterfly host and
nectar plants that includes trees, shrubs and
wildflowers. We will tour the garden and discuss
the plants landscape potentials and value to butterflies.
Although not part of our field trip, participants
can tour the Butterfly Rainforest exhibit in the
museum on their own afterwards ($7.50 adult,
$6.50 senior) and enjoy the other exhibits at Florida Museum of Natural History and the Harn Museum. Submitted by: Claudia Larsen

Events
June to August - No Events
Fall Plant Sale – Date TBA
ARTICLE SUBMISSION AND ON-LINE NEWSLETTER

Please send all articles to:
Rhexia@gmail.com.
If

you would like to receive the Rhexia via your
e-mail, please email Goldie Schwartz at:
afn49@mindspring.com

Deadline date for the September 2007
Rhexia Newsletter: August 20th.

2008
League of Environmental Educators in Florida, 2008
Annual Conference
When: March 27-30, 2008
Where: Camp Crystal Lake, about 45 minutes north
of Gainesville, in north-central Florida.
For More Information: You can contact LEEF Conference Chair Maria Minno at (352) 375-3028 (9:00
am – 9:00 pm daily) or email Maria at
mminno@bellsouth.net. Also visit http://
leeflet.brinkster.net/.

Visit our website at: www.fnps.org
for more news and events
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23602 SE Hawthorne Road
Hawthorne, FL 32640

Breezy Oaks Nursery
(Hwy 20, one mile east of Hwy 301)

352-481-3795
F.L. Alsobrook
Jack Janes
Featuring native azaleas, trees, and shrubs

Compliments of

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
David and Marilyn Chiappini

President
Charlie Pedersen / charliepedersen@gmail.com
Vice President
Brian Quinn / bquinn@gainesville.usda.ufl.edu
Secretary
Claudia Larsen/
micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com/352.846.1070
Treasurer
Joe Durando / 386.462.5455
Chapter Representative
Erick Smith / Edsmith@ufl.edu / 352.380.0648
Membership
Goldie Schwartz / afn49@mindspring.com /
352.495.3983
Field Trip Coordinator
Sandra Vardaman / sandravardaman@aol.com

Hart’s Nursery
Native, Wildlife, & Blooming Plants
Come visit us at the
Alachua County Farmer’s Market
441 North - Stall #6
Saturdays from 8:30 - Noon

Greg and Linda Hart

Newsletter Publisher/Editor
Annie Bretnall / anniebret@bellsouth.net /
352.377.9056
Submit articles to: Rhexia@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution
Alice Tyler / pinetyl@atlantic.net / 352.528.3968
Plant Rescue Coordinator
J. Barichivich / m.terrapin@gmail.com / 352.375.1972

(386) 462-2752

Publicity & Media
Vacant

Pais landscapes
Florida Native
Horticulture
Design and Consulting
Landscape Contracting
Ecological Restorations

John David Pais
ISA Certified Arborist
FL Certified Landscape Designer
FL Certified Landscape Contractor
FL Native Plant Specialist

352-395-7289 Office
352-215-5452 Cell
352-475-1038 Fax
jdpais@earthlink.net
www.paislandscapes.com

PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER OF
THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
The Rhexia is published monthly September - November and January - May
by the Paynes Prairie Chapter
of the Florida Native Plant Society.
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is the preservation, conservation,
and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.
See our website at www.fnps.org.
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL 32611

May Chapter Meeting
May 8th
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:30)
Doyle Conner Bldg. DPI
1911 SW 34th St.

Monthly Meetings
Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday
in September - November and January - May at 7:30 p.m. at the:
Doyle Conner Building Auditorium
Division of Plant Industry
1911 SW 34 St., Gainesville

Plant ID workshops precede each meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32902-0278
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