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Spring Native Plant Sale this Month!!

MONTHLY MEETING
April 8, 2008
7:30 p.m.

Cheryl Petersen
“Endangered Plant Conservation at Bok Tower”

Put some zing in your spring and bring the family out
to the Spring Native Plant Sale at Morningside Nature
Center. This is your best opportunity to find native
plants for your home garden. The sale is hosted cooperatively by the Payne’s Prairie chapter of the Florida
Native Plant Society, Friends of Nature Parks, and the
City of Gainesville’s Nature Operations Division of
the Department
of Parks,
Recreation and
Cultural
Affairs.

The sale runs Friday, April 11th and Saturday, April
12th. Friday’s sale, which is open to FNPS and FNP
members only, will run from 4:30 to 6:30 pm (join either organization at Friday’s sale to take advantage of
early shopping and beat the crowd!) Saturday’s sale
is open to the general public from 8:30 a.m. until

12:30 p.m. Saturday will feature a guided wildflower
walk, children’s activities, and of course the famously
easy Park-a-Plant. Our booth will be dispensing
invaluable
advice as
well as
offering
custom
shopping
tours.
Proceeds
from the
sale benefit environmental and cultural history programs offered by
the Nature Operations Division. Morningside Nature
Center is located at 3540 East University Avenue,
just three miles east of downtown Gainesville. If you
would like to volunteer, please contact Howard or Lisa
Jelks at jelkslg@ufl.edu or 373-3028.

Photos submitted by Ludovica Weaver
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“Plant of the Month”
by Paula Russo
When we think of a plant’s structure most of us visualize the usual leaf and root system. We hardly ever
think of plants as carnivores, but some plants evolving in nutrient poor environments developed a survival strategy that enables them to feed on insects.
The pitcher plant is one example of an insectivorous
plant.

beauties like cardinal flower, blue flag iris and many,
many others that property owners and home gardeners can use. Some good “how to” guidance on making rain gardens, bogs, etc. can be found at:
http: //ufl.edu/News_Columns/2004/082204.pdf
andhttp://cfyn.ifas.ufl.edu/theme.html.
More information about these cool wetland plants
can be found at:
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/delineation/featuredplants/sarrac.htm

The leaves of pitcher plants are modified into vats
or “pitchers” in which water collects. The leaves
produce a chemical that lures insect prey to the rim
of the pitcher. A few steps over the edge and the
duped insect cannot keep its footing on the interior
leaf walls, which are covered with loose, waxy scales
and stiff, short, downward-pointing hairs. Eventually
the struggling insect falls into the water below and is
digested.
Pitcher plants
grow in wet
places such as
bogs. You can
create a wet area
in your yard or
just make a bog
container out of
kiddy-pools and
such. There are
fabulous opportunities to turn
water retention
ponds and swales
into wetlands.
Besides pitcher
plants there are
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All photos from: http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu

Rhexia Article Submissions
Please! Submit unformatted word documents only. Submit pictures as separate jpg
or tif files. Send all article submissions to:
rhexia@gmail.com
Deadline date for May newsletter
submissions is April 25th.

Keep those Letters of Support Coming!!!
This is a followup article to March’s report on Karen
Ahlers’ talk about the Rally for the Rivers and the
need for public input on upcoming water and other
environmental issues for Florida.
Karen reminded me that emails and letters of support to our local, state and federal agencies and
elected officials are very important in forming policy
issues. It was not the intention to discourage that
support system.
Many issues have been decided based on public input and grassroots movements and greater impetus
is also added when personal attendance at meetings
and review of public documents is combined with
broad-base citizen support.
FNPS members have been so very supportive of past
efforts to restore and protect Florida’s environment
and we know concerned and caring citizens can be
counted on in the future to do whatever it takes
to keep education, conservation and restoration of
native plant ecosystems on a high level of consideration.
With the Legislative Session beginning this week you
might want to sign up for the FNPS action alerts at
www.FNPS.org. Audubon, Florida Wildlife Federation, 1000 Friends of Florida and others have similar
lists that help busy, everyday folks stay up to date.
Please continue to write letters of support whenever
possible – we can all make a difference!
Submitted by Caludia Larsen

New Endangered Species Blog

Submitted by Rufino Osorio, Palm Beach County FNPS Chapter

Keith W. Rizzardi is an attorney who has long worked
on legal issues relating to endangered species and
the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). He recently
started a legal blog devoted to endangered species
called ESA Blawg. Note that Blawg is not a typographical error but, rather, it is a term coined by the
American Bar Association for blogs that focus on legal
matters. ESA Blawg covers the nuts and bolts of the
Endangered species Act; however, it also includes Rizzardi’s musings about endangered species and these
are highly readable and accessible to anyone with an
interest in conservation and endangered plants and
animals. Additionally, the concise and meaningful
posts are accompanied by usually high quality images
of the rare flora and fauna discussed in each post.
Indeed, ESA Blawg is worth a look merely for the
excellent images of a wide array of endangered biota.
Readers are welcomed to contribute to ESA Blawg and
should send information regarding endangered species to esablawg@gmail.com for possible inclusion in
the blog.
Of course, there are numerous essential links to
legal and regulatory information as well as links to
conservation and environmental organizations. The
blog is remarkably comprehensive and even includes
extensive links to a topic that is often overlooked in
discussions regarding endangered species: the role
of major religions in protecting the environment and
rare plants and animals.
ESA Blawg is also remarkably feature-rich and has
all the bells and whistles that readers have come to
expect from blogs, such as archives, permalinks, the
ability to view posts by topic, the ability for readers to
leave comments, and a variety of ways to subscribe
to the blog, including RSS feeds. An additional very
useful feature is a Google gadget that provides links to
current news stories regarding endangered species.
ESA Blawg is available on the internet at www.
esablawg.com and it is recommended viewing for anyone who works or is interested in endangered species,
the Endangered Species Act, and the regulations and
court rulings relating to endangered species.
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2008 Calendar of Events
Please check the Paynes Prairie chapter page at www.FNPS.org for most current information and directions to field
trips. All 2008 meetings will be at Division of Plant Industry, Auditorium, 1911 SE 34 St, Gainesville,
7:30-9pm. The plant ID workshop prior to the meeting begins at 6:30.
		
Apr 8				

Meeting: Cheryl Petersen – “Endangered Plant Conservation at Bok Tower”

Apr 11-12			
		
May 6				
				

Happy Spring! , Native Plant Spring Sale at Morningside Nature Center

May 13				

Meeting: TBA

May 17				
		
May 15-18			

Field Trip: Local Walk TBA

Planning: BOD/Planning Meeting- UF Environmental Horticulture
Greenhouses 5:30-7pm

2008 FNPS State Conference/Bradenton

FNPS April Meeting: Speaker Cheryl Petersen on
“Endangered Plant Conservation at Bok Tower”
Cheryl Petersen came to Historic Bok Sanctuary in November 2002
after spending 4 1/2 years studying marine biodiverisity and invertebrate genetics in the Division of Biomedical Marine Research at
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute in Fort Pierce, Florida. She
obtained a bachelors degree in Microbiology from the University
of Oklahoma, and a master’s degree in cell and molecular biology
from Florida Tech in Melbourne, where she did her thesis work on
the Florida endemic mint genus Conradina, comparing the essential
oil compounds of each species using GC-MS, comparing leaf surface
structure using the Scanning Electron Microscope and developing a
tissue culture propagation protocol for the rarest Conradina
species, C.etonia. As Conservation Manager of Historic Bok
Sanctuary, Cheryl has established a basic molecular genetics lab on site to use molecular
techniques to understand and conserve rare plant species in north and
central Florida. She will discuss her current projects which include genotyping populations of the four-petalled pawpaw and identifying the soil
symbionts of of Lupinus aridorum, propagation studies on numerous rare
species, population introductions of Florida Ziziphus and Lakela’s Mint,
and maintaining a National Collection of rare plant species as part of the
Center for Plant Conservation.

Photos from: http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu
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FYI Page:
Help Stop Paynes Prairie Development!
As most of you know, the Alachua County Board of
Commissioners gave preliminary approval to land use
changes on the rim of Paynes Prairie that will allow
increased development. These changes will cause
detriment to and degradation of the Prairie ecosystem, and will adversely impact the entire area. This
comes as a shock to most county residents, because
we thought some areas of the county were sacred.
Paynes Prairie is the Everglades of Alachua County.
Flooded prairies are one of the rarest ecosystems in
the United States, because most have already been
drained for agricultural use or fodder for developers. Please contact your county commissioners to tell
them how you feel about this situation. Once land
use change is finally approved, there is no going back
to what we have today. Their email address is bocc@
alachuacounty.us and the phone number is 352-2646900.

2008 State FNPS Conference
Estuaries to Uplands: Celebrating Florida’s
Native Plant Heritage
May 14 – 18, 2008 at Manatee Convention
Center, Palmetto, FL
Purpose of Conference: To provide educational
programs to FNPS members and the general public
about the planting, preservation, conservation and
restoration of Florida native plants and their associated plant communities.
• Field trips to over 20 locations highlighting native
plant communities, native trees, shrubs and wildflowers led by botanists and local plant specialists.
• Native plant sale providing locally grown trees,
shrubs and wildflowers throughout the event. Hundreds of new native plants for home landscapes!
• Educational exhibit tables; many vendors.
• The latest news in conservation, preservation and
restoration of Florida native plant communities.
• Workshops for landscape design, making plant
specimens, nature photography, scientific information regarding the “Real Florida” and much more.
• For more details, go to www.FNPS.org

PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER
OF
THE FLORIDA NATIVE
PLANT SOCIETY
The Rhexia is published
monthly September November and January
- May by the Paynes Prairie
Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society. The purpose of the Florida Native Plant
Society is the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. See our website at: www.fnps.org.

2008 OFFICERS - DIRECTORS
President
Brian Quinn/386-454-4340/Brian.quinn@ARS.USDA.GOV
Vice President
Paula Russo/352-495-5611/Prusso52@netzero.com
Secretary
Erick Smith/352-380-0648/edsmith@ufl.edu
Treasurer
Joe Durando/386-462-5455
Chapter Representaive
Heather Blake/352-225-1381/Naturaltreasuresandlandscaping@
yahoo.com
Membership
Goldie Schwartz /352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Jamie Barichivich/352-375-1972/wbarichivich@usgs.gov
Newsletter Editor
Mary Santello/352-378-3098/santellom@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution
Alice Tyler/352-528.3968/pinetyl@atlantic.net
Plant Rescue
J. Barichivich/352-375-1972/jamie_barichivich@usgs.gov
Publicity & Media
Vacant position
Director
Debbie DeLoach/debbiedeloach@cox.net
Director
Ellen Thoms/352-333-3814/emthoms@dow.com
Director
Jennifer Staiger/jsstaig@gmail.com
Directo
Claudia Larsen/352-466-3880/micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com
Director
Jill McGuire/352-475-1567/mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Plant ID
Paul Cohen/paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
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March Meeting Plant ID Workshop
Submitted by Paul Cohen

Andropogon glomeratus		
Aralia spinosa 			
Clematis reticulata			
Corydalis micantha			
Crataegus spathulata 		
Galium aparine			
Gamochaeta sp.			
Hypericum cistifolium?		
Marchantia polymorpha?		
Mimosa strigillosa			
Mitchella repens			
Prunus caroliniana			
Prunus angustifolia			
Prunus umbellata			
Quercus geminata			
Quercus laevis 			
Raphanus raphanistrum		
Rubus trivialis 			
Smilax auriculata			
Smilax glauca 			
Smilax laurifolia			
Verbena bonariensis			
Vicia hirsuta 			

Bushy Bluestem
		
Devil’s Walkingstick			
Netleaf Leather-flower		
Smallflower Fumewort		
Littlehip Hawthorn			
Spring Cleavers			
Everlasting				
Roundpod St. John’s Wort		
Liverwort				
Powderpuff				
Partridgeberry				
Carolina Laurelcherry			
Chickasaw Plum			
Flatwoods Plum			
Sand Live Oak				
Turkey Oak				
Wild Raddish				
Southern Dewberry			
Earleaf Greenbrier			
Cat Greenbrier			
Laurel Greenbrier			
Purpletop Vervain			
Sparrow vetch 			

Poaceae			
Native
Araliaceae			
Native
Ranunculaceae		
Native
Fumariaceae			
Native
Rosaceae			
Native
Rubiaceae			
Native
Asteraceae			
Native
Clusiaceae			
Native
Marchantiaceae		
Native
Fabaceae			
Native
Rubiaceae			
Native
Rosaceae			
Native
Rosaceae			
Native
Rosaceae			
Native
Fagaceae			
Native
Fagaceae			
Native
Brassicaceae
Non-native
Rubiaceae			
Native
Smilacaceae			
Native
Smilacaceae			
Native
Smilacaceae			
Native
Verbenaceae
Non-native
Fabaceae
Non-native

Glands on the teeth of Prunus angustifolia
Submitted by Paul Cohen

Prunus angustifolia (Chickasaw plum) often has yellowish or red glands at the tips the serrated teeth of the
leaves, particularly younger ones. Prunus umbellata (Flatwoods plum) may have glands at the base of the
petiole and the base of the leaf blade, but not on the tips of the teeth of the leaf margin. To see a great picture of the glands of Prunus angustifolia, go to:
http://www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages/biohires/p/hpran3-lfmargin-micro32761.JPG
This difference and others are discussed in Robert Godfrey’s “Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines of Northern
Florida and Adjacent Georgia and Alabama.” Godfrey is of the opinion that the fruit of Chickasaw Plum is
more pleasant than bitter fruit of Flatwoods Plum.
All nomenclature with the exception of Marchantia (Liverwort) was derived from Atlas of Florida Vascular
Plants (http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu), which is complied by Richard Wunderlin and Bruce Hansen, copyright
2006, and last updated 3/17/08. Special thanks to Dr. Richard Weaver and Dr. Patti Anderson of the Department of Plant Industry for their help with confirmation of plant IDs, and to all those who participated in the
workshop, including Dr. Debbie DeLoach, Garden Consultant.
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Advertisements are now being accepted for the Rhexia newsletter!

If you would like to support the Paynes Prairie chapter please send a business card size ad to
Charlie Pedersen at charliepedersen@gmail.com. The ads cost $100 and runs from October
2007 to September 2008.

NOTESTEIN NATIVE NURSERY
String Lily
Crinum americanum
Tree Agave
Agave decipiens
Stiff Dogwood
Cornus foemina
Red Mullberry
Morus rubra
Flatwoods Plum
Prunus umbulata
100 species trees, shrubs, ground cvr.
Gainesville / Appointment: 372-2107

Shop Online and Raise Funds for FNPS
The next time you need to shop online, check out Giveline.com and a portion of your purchase will be donated to FNPS!
Giveline.com has over a million best-selling products, and every purchase you make generates a donation for FNPS.
Giveline.com is an online store created for the community-minded shopper, offering more than a million products including books, movies, music, electronics, house wares, gifts and more. Every purchase generates a donation to FNPS - an
average of 16% of sales will go directly to FNPS. FREE shipping for a limited time for new shoppers (Use discount code
NCD07 during checkout). submitted by Karina Veaudry
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL 32611

Next Meeting
Tuesday, April 8th
7:30 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:30)
Doyle Conner Bldg. DPI
1911 SW 34th St.
Gainesville, FL

Monthly Meetings
Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday
in September - November and January - May at 7:30 p.m. at the:
Doyle Conner Building
Division of Plant Industry
1911 SW 34 St., Gainesville
Plant ID workshops precede each meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Form
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________County: __________________
Phone: _________________________E-mail: ______________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
Total: ____ Check Enclosed: _____ Please charge my credit card _______
(VISA/MasterCard only) Card type and #: __________________________
Exp. Date: _________ Name on Credit Card: _______________________

Check Pertinent Category:
 Individual		
 Family or Household
 Contributing		
 Not-For-Profit Org.
 Business or Corporate
 Supporting
 Donor
 Library		
 Student (full-time)

$35
$50
$75
$50
$125
$100
$250
$15
$15

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32802-0278
A copy of the official regestration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state. Rgestration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendations by the state.

