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May 17th Field Trip
Check out the FNPS Annual 

Conference
See page 5
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Rhexia Article Submissions

Please! Submit unformatted word docu-
ments only.  Submit pictures as separate jpg 

or tif files. Send all article submissions to: 
rhexia@gmail.com

Deadline date for September newsletter 
submissions is August 16th. 

Paynes Prairie Chapter Looking for New Home

How big is your living room?  Large enough to hold 60-
70 people for monthly meetings?  Conveniently located 
for all residents of Gainesville?  Well lit and safe park-
ing? Equipped with projection screen?  Friendly to food 
and plant materials?

That’s what we’re looking for since the Doyle Conner 
Auditorium will no longer be available to any outside 
groups for meetings due to budget cuts.  We thank the 
Division of Plant Industry for the use of their facilities for 
the last 2 years. It was a great place for us and several 
other environmental groups who held regular meetings 
there at no cost.

So, does anyone have any ideas for meeting space?  The 
Board of Directors will be investigating public libraries 
and other buildings, but if you work at a place or attend 
other meetings at a location that fits our needs, please 
please please contact  President Brian Quinn or any 
Board member listed in the Rhexia.  Some funds are 
available to offset meeting costs.  Since we don’t meet 
in the summer, we will publish the new meeting loca-
tion in the September 2008 newsletter.

Historic Bok Sanctuary’s 
Endangered Plant Program

Submitted by Claudia Larsen

We thank Cheryl Peterson, Conservation Program Manager, 
for an inspiring talk on the work being done at Historic Bok 
Sanctuary in Lake Wales, Florida.  As part of the national 
Center for Plant Conservation, Bok’s team maintains a 
nursery for endangered plants, stores seed and researches 
procedures of seed germination and other methods of 
propagation. 

Bok employees also monitor known populations of en-
dangered plants in the wild and when necessary assists in 
their rescue and re-introduction to sites that will hopefully 
provide continual protection.

Cheryl’s crew has had success in moving populations of 
southeastern Florida coastal plants to nearby protected ar-
eas before development destroyed them; and a small seed 
collection of Sunflower (Helianthus carnosus) was collected 
from one of the last two know populations in Florida before 
being destroyed by development in St. Augustine.  

Continued on p. 3



“Plant of the Month”
by Paula Russo
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Photos submitted by Claudia Larsen

FNPS Display at 2008 Kanapaha 
Spring Festival

Submitted by Claudia Larsen

Our Wetland 
display at the 
Spring Festival 
was a tremen-
dous success. 
Thanks to all our 
planners, display 
creators and vol-
unteers for pull-
ing it together.  
Various animal 
footprints led 

visitors around 
the central display which contained a grounded john-boat, a 
water pond and even a stuffed alligator!  Thanks to Chiappini 
Nursery and Hart Nursery for loaning beautiful wetland plants 
like bald cypress, silverbells, native azaleas, river oats, royal fern 
and fetterbush.

The little bog 
display was a 
standout with 6 
kinds of 
pitcher plants.  
Thanks to the 
Jelks and Alice 
Lexcano for 
making it hap-
pen.

Although plants are not usually of interest to kids, the tanks of 
amphibians sure were popular.  Jennifer Staiger brought her 
tanks of tadpoles, newts, frogs and salamanders to 
add a wildlife component to the room.

There was plenty 
of information, 
posters and pic-
tures to interest 
the crowds and 
hopefully teach 
the value of our 
wetland ecosys-
tems. We appreci-
ate the imagina-
tion, artistry, time 

and efforts from the following folks:  Paula Russo, Laura Nesmith, 
Jennifer Staiger, Claudia Larsen, Joe Durando, Gary Schultz, Mary 
Rhodes, Bern Holthius, Alice Tyler, Jill McGuire, Ann Hudson, Ellen 
Thoms, Goldie Schwartz, Ann Wilson, Laurie Brennan, Dee Peck, 
Susan Harris, Heather Blake, Erick Smith, and Brian Quinn.

Coreopsis spp

I was inspired to 
feature Coreopsis 
this month because 
of a glorious display 
of them that I pass 
every day.  The entire 
yard of a home in 
my neighborhood is 
one of the species of coreopsis.  Instead of the boring wasteful 
expanse of grass most usually seen there are beautiful yellow 
flowers.
 Coreopsis is Florida’s state wildflower.  There are 13 
species of Coreopsis (Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida) 
suited to habitats from wet to dry and sun to shade.  They range 
in height from about 18” to 5’.   All have yellow flowers except 
swamp coreopsis (Coreopsis nudata) which has rosy purple 
flowers.   
 All species are generally called tickseed.  According to 
Dictionary of Plant Names, by Timber Press, coreopsis is from the 
Greek koris (a bug) and –opsis indicating resemblance - the seeds 
look like ticks.   But, Walter Kingsley Taylor in his book Florida 
Wildflowers in Their Natural Communities says that coreopsis 
means bedbug – the seeds look like bedbugs.  Whether you think 
the seeds look more like ticks or more like bedbugs (or maybe it’s 
something you’d rather not contemplate) the flowers are cheer-
ful and easy to have in the landscape.  
 Coreopsis leavenworthii grows throughout Florida and 
is endemic to Florida.  It can grow in dry, well drained sandy soil 
but will do better with some watering.  Preferring shade to part 
shade it blooms all year with peak flowering in April – June.  Mr. 
Taylor, in his book mentioned above, says a hot infusion made 
from this species was used externally for heat prostration by the 
Seminole Indians.
 I have Coreopsis basalis in my yard.  It came from seeds 
I bought from Rhocurt Distributors, a wildflower seed company 
here in Gainesville.  I just scratched down to the sand in patches 
around my yard and dropped some seeds there.  Lots of the 
seeds sprouted and I now have blooms.  
 Low-Maintenance Landscaping and Gardening with 
Native Florida Plants, by Haehle and Brookwell says, “Coreopsis 
reseed readily, are simple to grow, and may be used as cut 
flowers.  They also are nectar plants for butterflies.”  Sounds 
good to me.



http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu
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Thanks! to all who participated in Ardisia removal at 
Dudley Farm State Park. We are making a difference 
in the war against invasive exotics there. 8-10 giant 
trash bags of Ardisia were taken away from the site. 
Please plan to return in 2009 when we continue our 
mission.

FYI Page

Want to know what type of wildflower is in your 
backyard or what type of butterfly is resting on it?  
Check out the Florida Museum of Natural History’s 
new search engine for a quick identification by color, 
location, habitat or other options.
www.flmnh.ufl.edu/wildflower/

New FNPS Chapter

Please join us in welcoming our new St John’s Chap-
ter FNPS serving St John’s County (St Augustine area). 
This new chapter will help amplify efforts in Northeast 
Florida.  Thanks to the Ixia Chapter in Jacksonville for 
helping to get the new chapter off the ground.  If you 
have friends in the St Augustine area, please let them 
know of this great opportunity to learn more about 
native plants. See the www.FNPS.org site for St John’s 
meeting place and time.

Welcome! to all our new Paynes Prairie FNPS members 
who joined at the Spring Plant Sale and those who renewed 
their memberships. We hope you will join us for future meet-
ings, field trips and activities!

Scott Allen, Gary Arthur, Adam Black, Stan & Charity Blomeley, Nancy 
Brewer, Pam Carroll, Bob Coordsen, Madonna Coughlin, Susan Degennaro, 
Christine Fadeley, Brent Ferraro, Stacie Greco, Susan Griswold, Jane Hunter, 
Martha Kemp, Wiley Kitchens, Marion Korzec, Ellen Kostewiez, Charlotte 
Lawrence, Lee Martin, Nancy Montgomery, Mary Opel, Ken Rice, Maria 
Ripol, Chris & Yessi Smith, Bill Smith-Vaniz, Mel Sunquist, Wendy Van Duyne, 
Susan Vogel, and Helen Whitley.  Welcome!

Besides giving talks and providing educational exhibits 
the staff has created an endangered plant display garden 
at Historic Bok Sanctuary that contains plants that are all 
federally listed as being globally endangered.  The circular 
garden contains plants in the genus Asimina (Paw Paw), 
Bonamia (Morning Glory Family),  Calamintha (Calamint), 
Conradina (False Rosemary), Dicerandra (Scrub Mint), Hy-
pericum (St John’s Wort), Liatris (Blazing Star), Polygonella 
(Jointweeds), Prunus 
(Cherry) and Ziziphus 
(Jujube).

The jujube story was 
particularly interesting 
since it has a puzzling 
reproductive process 
and the plants no 
longer produce seed in 
the wild. Ziziphus ce-
lata was believed to be 
extinct until a botanist 
rediscovered the plant 
in Highlands County in 
1987.  Colonies of the 
plant were genetically 
found to actually be 
the same plant that 
had spread by roots so the gene pool diversity shrunk to 
almost nothing which doomed the species. Cuttings were 
successful and progeny growing at Bok have now pro-
duced viable seeds through cross-pollination techniques.  
The production of seed will play a critical role in prevent-
ing this species’ extinction. 

These efforts are important since most of these endan-
gered plants are endemic to Florida, and found no where 
else on earth.  More information about the Sanctuary 
can be found at www.boksanctuary.org.

Many endangered plants propagated by Cheryl and her 
staff have been donated to the USDA facility (1600 SW 
23rd Drive off Archer Rd. near the Mt. Vernon Apart-
ments) where they have been planted, along with hun-
dreds of other native species.  Please take some time 
to visit this garden and see some of the rarest plants in 
Florida.

Bok Sanctuary, continued from p. 1



2008 Calendar of Events
Please check the Paynes Prairie chapter page at www.FNPS.org for most current information and directions to field 

trips.  The May meeting will be at Division of Plant Industry, Auditorium, 1911 SE 34 St, Gainesville, 
7:30-9pm.  The plant ID workshop prior to the meeting begins at 6:30.  The Fall meetings will be held in a venue to be 

announced.  

  
May  6    Planning: BOD/Planning Meeting- UF Environmental Horticulture 
    Greenhouses  5:30-7pm

May 13    Meeting: Gary Paul: “Field Guide to the Wildflowers of Morningside Nature Center”

There will no local field trip in May.  Please consider traveling to the FNPS State Conference to partake of the many 
awesome activities they have planned! See page 5 for information about the conference.   
  
May 15-18   2008 FNPS State Conference/Bradenton

June-August   Have a great summer everyone!

The calendar for all Fall 2008 meeting and field trip speakers, topics, and locations are to be announced.  See page 5. 
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May Chapter Meeting Speaker Information:

Gary Paul is a native of Indiana who has lived in Florida for the past twenty years.  A 1979 graduate of Eastern 
Kentucky University, Gary went on to get a master’s degree in Agronomy from Murray State University, also in 
Kentucky.

Mr. Paul’s professional experiences include 5 years in horticultural supervision and technical work at Walt 
Disney World and EPCOT Center, 7 years managing the botanical gardens in Orlando, Florida and Huntsville, 
Alabama, and 8 years with the City of Gainesville’s Nature Operations Division managing programs for Morn-
ingside Nature Center and the other nature parks.  Mr. Paul’s work was cited in the National Geographic’s 1985 
publication, Computers, Those Amazing Machines.

Gary’s other professional experiences include:
• Secretary of the Alachua County Historical Commission.
• Chair, World Understanding Committee, Rotary International, Huntsville, Alabama.
• Biospherics Sessions Co-Chair, International Conference of Life Support and Biospherics, University of   
 Alabama in Huntsville.
• Leader, Soviet-sponsored delegation from the Huntsville Botanical Garden and the University of 
 Albama in Huntsville to the Soviet Academy of Science’s Institute of Biophysics in Krasnoyarsk, Siberia   
 concerned with furthering knowledge in the field of biospherics.
• Adjunct faculty member, Valencia Community College, Orlando, Florida.
• Columnist with the Orlando Sentinel and Central Florida Magazine.
• Exhibits Coordinator, Annual Meeting and Southern Symposium, Garden Writers of America.

Gary is currently on the board of the Alachua County Historical Commission, a member of the Association of 
Living History Farms and Agricultural Museums, and is a past member of Rotary International and the Garden 
Writer’s of America.
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2008 OFFICERS - DIRECTORS

President  
Brian Quinn/386-454-4340/Brian.quinn@ARS.USDA.GOV

Vice President
Paula Russo/352-495-5611/Prusso52@netzero.net

Secretary
Erick Smith/352-380-0648/urbanforester@gmail.com

Treasurer
Joe Durando/386-462-5455

Chapter Representaive
Heather Blake/352-225-1381/Naturaltreasuresandlandscaping@

yahoo.com
Membership

Goldie Schwartz /352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Field Trip Coordinator

      Jamie Barichivich/352-375-1972/wbarichivich@usgs.gov
      Newsletter Editor

      Mary Santello/352-378-3098/santellom@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution

Alice Tyler/352-528.3968/pinetyl@atlantic.net 
Plant Rescue

J. Barichivich/352-375-1972/jamie_barichivich@usgs.gov 
Publicity & Media

Vacant position
Director

Debbie DeLoach/debbiedeloach@cox.net
Director

Ellen Thoms/352-333-3814/emthoms@dow.com
Director

Jennifer Staiger/jsstaig@gmail.com
Director

Claudia Larsen/352-466-3880/micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com
Director

Jill McGuire/352-475-1567/mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Plant ID

Paul Cohen/paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER 
OF 

THE FLORIDA NATIVE 
PLANT SOCIETY

The Rhexia is published 
monthly September - 
November and January 
- May by the Paynes Prairie 
Chapter of the Florida Native 
Plant Society. The purpose of the Florida Native Plant 
Society is the preservation, conservation, and resto-
ration of the native plants and native plant communi-
ties of Florida.  See our website at: www.fnps.org.

To all members:  Your ideas for 2008 Fall 
programs are needed!
If there is a subject involving native plant ecosystems, 
gardening, plant growing, plant identification that you 
would like to include in our upcoming calendar, please let 
us know. Have you heard an interesting speaker? Have 
you visited a park with special native plants? Do you 
have suggestions for our meetings, field trips or the plant 
sales?  Officers and board member contacts are listed in 
this newsletter – please let us hear from you!

Update on the March Workday at 
Native Plant Garden

Our native plant garden at the Veterans Park complex 
on Tower Road is really filling out nicely.  At our March 
workday the fringe tree and the Walter’s viburnum were 
in beautiful full bloom of white flowers. We managed to 
clear the passion vine area of all the invading wild gerani-
um and we added about 50 small wildflowers – threadleaf 
coreopsis, tropical sage, blue eye grass and mistflower. A 
large buckeye plant was also added to the center of the 
plot.  The path is clear of weeds and the shady wildflower 
area was sprouting columbine, dotted horsemint and 
river oats grass.  There was even a nest beginning in the 
birdhouse! Thanks to Brian, Sandy, Alice and Claudia – we 
were a small but diligent group and enjoyed a beauti-
ful morning and each other’s company while we pulled 
“weeds”.  Hopefully more of you will join us next time 
when we clear the perimeter of the garden around the 
rocks to prepare it for a future planting of bunch grasses. 

Have a Great Summer!
May is the last meeting for Paynes Prairie Chapter, 
FNPS.  Have a great summer and plan to join us in the 
fall for September-October-November programs and 
field trips and a great fall plant sale at Morningside 
Nature Center.  Remember updates of activities and 
our new meeting location can be found at:  
www.FNPS.org Paynes Prairie Chapter page.

FNPS Annual Conference May 14-18, 2008
Estuaries to Uplands: Celebrating Florida’s Native 

Plant Heritage
Manatee Convention Center, Palmetto

For more information about or to register for the 
conference go to:
http://www.fnps.org/pages/programs/programpg_
no_pic.php?keyword=Conference
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Carpinus caroliniana  American Hornbeam, Bluebeech  Betulaceae  Native
Celtis laevigata  Sugarberry, Hackberry   Celtidaceae  Native
Crataegus viridis  Green Hawthorn    Rosaceae  Native
Crocosmia sp.   Crocosmia     Iridaceae      Non-native
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash, Pumkin Ash   Oleaceae  Native
Pinus taeda   Loblolly Pine     Pinaceae  Native
Prunus angustifolia  Chickasaw plum    Rosaceae  Native
Prunus umbellata  Flatwoods plum    Rosaceae  Native
Quercus virginiana  Live Oak     Fagaceae  Native
Rhus copallinum  Winged Sumac    Anacardiaceae  Native
Rubus trivialis   Southern Dewberry    Rosaceae  Native
Sideroxylon alachuense Silver Buckthorn, 
    Silver Bully, Clark’s Buckthorn   Sapotaceae  Native
Sideroxylon tenax  Tough Bully     Sapotaceae  Native
Ulmus alata   Winged Elm     Ulmaceae  Native
Viburnum rifidulum  Rusty Blackhaw    Adoxaceae  Native

April’s Plant ID Workshop
Submitted by Paul Cohen

Dr. Miroslav M. Grandtner of Université Laval and Monsieur Pierre Laplante of Université du Québec à 
Rimouski refer to Sideroxylon alachuense as Alachua Jungle Plum on the web page “World Dictionary of Trees” 
(http://www.wdt.qc.ca/treesna2list.asp?start=7471).   The Florida Natural Areas Inventory lists S. alachuense 
in its “Field Guide to the Rare Plants and Animals of Florida” (http://www.fnai.org/FieldGuide/pdf/Sideroxy-
lon_alachuense.PDF) and gives a detailed description featuring a map, illustration, and pictures. Several souces 
list the fruit of Sideroxylon tenax as being edible often referred to as saffron fruit including Rufino Osorio in “A 
Gardeners Guide to Florida Native Plants.” Gil Nelson in “Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants” lists S. tenax 
as resident of scrub, sandhill, old dunes, and coastal hammocks.

Special thanks to all those who participated in the workshop.

Photos from http://plantatlas.usf.edu



    Advertisements are now being accepted for the Rhexia newsletter! 
If you would like to support the Paynes Prairie chapter please send a business card size ad to 
Charlie Pedersen at charliepedersen@gmail.com. The ads cost $100 and runs from October 

2007 to September 2008.

NOTESTEIN NATIVE NURSERY
String Lily         Crinum americanum

Tree Agave                 Agave decipiens
Stiff Dogwood            Cornus foemina
Red Mullberry                Morus rubra
Flatwoods Plum      Prunus umbulata
100 species trees, shrubs, ground cvr.
 Gainesville /  Appointment: 372-2107

Shop Online and Raise Funds for FNPS 
The next time you need to shop online, check out Giveline.com and a portion of your purchase will be donated to FNPS!  
Giveline.com has over a million best-selling products, and every purchase you make generates a donation for FNPS.   
Giveline.com is an online store created for the community-minded shopper, offering more than a million products includ-
ing books, movies, music, electronics, house wares, gifts and more.   Every purchase generates a donation to FNPS - an 
average of 16% of sales will go directly to FNPS.   FREE shipping for a limited time for new shoppers (Use discount code 
NCD07 during checkout). submitted by Karina Veaudry
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL  32611

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, May 13th

7:30 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:30)

Doyle Conner Bldg. DPI
1911 SW 34th St.

Gainesville, FL

 Monthly Meetings
Regular monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday

in September - November and January - May at 7:30 p.m. at the:
Doyle Conner Building

Division of Plant Industry
1911 SW 34 St., Gainesville

 Plant ID workshops precede each meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Form
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________County: __________________
Phone: _________________________E-mail: ______________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
Total: ____ Check Enclosed: _____ Please charge my credit card _______ 
(VISA/MasterCard only) Card type and #: __________________________
Exp. Date: _________ Name on Credit Card: _______________________

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32802-0278
A copy of the official regestration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state.  Rgestration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendations by the state.

Check Pertinent Category:
Individual    $35
Family or Household   $50
Contributing    $75
Not-For-Profit Org.   $50
Business or Corporate     $125
Supporting                   $100
Donor                   $250
Library     $15
Student (full-time)    $15












