The Rhexia
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
September 2008

R h e xia ma ri a na ©D a rel H e ss

NEWSFLASH!!
New Meeting Time, Date and Location
Greetings native planteers! We have changed most everything about our monthly meetings. We will now be
meeting on the third Tuesday of every month (September – May) and our programs will start at 7:00 pm instead
of 7:30 pm to allow our rural members a bit more time to get home at a decent hour. The plant ID workshop will
commence at 6:15 . Our new location is the United Church of Gainesville , located at 1624 NW 5th Ave. (for directions, see page 4). This was an ideal location for us, because it has adequate parking, a kitchen, vaulted ceilings
with plenty of room, and a good deal of space for us to conduct plant identification activities and enjoy speakers.
We tried to pick a central location for our meetings, and after a great deal of exploration, the United Church of
Gainesville was kind enough to accept us into their building. Please plan to attend our fall sessions, because our
speakers will be discussing great topics of interest to all of us.

Fall Native Plant Sale
Mark Your Calendars!
This fall’s Native Plant Sale, held jointly with Friends of Nature
Parks and the City of Gainesville’s Nature Operations, will be
held October 3 and 4 at Morningside Nature Center.
Remember, the Friday night sale is a “preview” sale specifically given as a benefit to membership in either the Florida
Native Plant Society or Friends of Nature Parks. You have
the opportunity to pick first among hundreds of plants, from
grasses to wildflowers to trees. The sale on Friday runs from
4:30 until 6:30 pm.
Saturday’s sale is open to the public and includes food,
children’s activities, a local book seller, a guided wildflower
walk through the beautiful grounds of Morningside, and of
course our FNPS members offering advice and personalized
shopping guidance.

The sale on Saturday runs from 8:30 am until 12:30 pm.
If you would like to volunteer at either Friday night’s membership check-in table or at the FNPS booth on Saturday,
please contact Lisa Jelks at jelkslg@ufl.edu or 373-3028.
Morningside Nature Center is located on the north side of
SR 26 just 3 miles east of downtown Gainesville.
Come one & all, bring your friends, turn people onto native
plants!

Monthly Meeting & Field Trip Info
Meeting: September 16th
Wendy Wilber, page 4
“Rain Gardens: Solutions for Landscape
Water Mitigation”

Field Trip: September 20
Phifer Flatwoods, page 4
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“Plant of the Month”
by Paula Russo
Standing Cypress
Ipomopsis rubra is the
scientific name for this
eye catching wildflower.
It recently caught my eye
when I saw it growing
along the roadside driving south on 27 between
Archer and Williston. I
was immediately in love.
The name standing
cypress comes from the
growth habit of the plant
which has the appearhttp://www.plantatlas.usf.edu
ance of a miniature
columnar cypress tree (think Italian cypress). Rufino Osorio,
in his book A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants,
claims this resemblance to be fanciful. My dictionary of plant
names says Ipomopsis is Greek – ips (a worm) and –opsis indicating resemblance. Hmm…. Worm or cypress tree?

year. When the bloom stalk is through blooming you can
prune it off to allow a replacement stalk, sometimes multiple
stalks, to grow and flower. Looking on-line I found seed available through FloridaWildflowers.com and AFNN.org.
Suggested uses are borders along fence lines, meadows,
mass plantings, or as a background to shorter growing wildflowers. Standing cypress is stunningly beautiful to the eye
but more important it is a food source for hummingbirds and
butterflies.
Here is a website I came across in searching around for this
article that I particularly enjoyed. You might enjoy it too: DavesGarden.com. Click on Guides & Information and check out
Botanary, Insectipedia and Gardenolgy. These are reference
guides with information given for each word, usually including the etymology (i.e. the history and origin) and pronunciation. Till next month……

2008 Palmetto Award Winner – Erick Smith!
Longtime FNPS member Erick Smith was surprised
at the May 2008 Annual FNPS Conference in Bradenton, Florida with a Green Palmetto Award for
service to our chapter.

Only 3
awards
Osorio lists the plant with the first common name of skyrocket as the seeds germinate into delicate rosettes of finely are given
each year,
divided, thread-like
so this is a
foliage, but then a
great honor.
single stem shoots
Erick has
up to about 3’ with
many tubular flowers served as
our chapter
in brilliant shades of
representared or orange-red.
The specimens I saw tive to the
were closer to 5’ feet state FNPS
Board and
and the references I
consulted varied from is currently
the Paynes
2-6’.
Prairie Secretary.
Standing cypress
requires dry, well
http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu
drained, chalky, sandy soil in full sun to partial shade. Propagation is by seed. The typical form blossoms in the summer
and is biennial and so it is recommended that planting be
done in two consecutive years in order to have flowers every
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Throughout the years he has contributed many
ideas for programs and led us on lots of great field
trips. Erick is an urban forester and runs his own
consulting firm, Kestrel Ecological Services, LLC.
Keep up the good work Erick!

My August Wildflower Garden
Submitted by Claudia Larsen

It’s fun to get away on a long vacation in July, but
while you’re gone the grasses and weeds are busily
growing along trying to take over whatever is left from
spring. I recently had a few things that had outgrown
their pots and needed to find a new home in the garden, but instead of a quick 20 minute planting job it
tuned into 3-1/2 hours of eradication – Sound familiar? Sweat leaked from every pore and I wondered if
those big grass clumps were stronger than my back.

A palm tree has taken over another corner and creates the only shade for Brown Eye Susans. They are
a tiny version of the Blackeye Susans and fill in that
area where the violets and Woodland Phlox are dormant. The little Cassia sensitive pea has been a nice
ground cover – it has a ferny appearance but prefers
dappled shade and dry soil - hope it comes back
next year. Every garden should have a few stately
Ironweeds – although not the prettiest plant they are
magents for butterflies and there is a Yellow Sulfur
and a Brown Duskywing (I think that’s what it is– note
to self – learn names of all the brown butterflies).
I gathered a couple pods from the Asclepias and
there are promises of fall beauty from the Blue
Curls and Goldenrod clumps – I planted them together and set in some white Ageratina and purple
Brikellia. My Seaside Goldenrod has died out but
I still have stiff
goldenrod and
fragrant goldenrod. Lots of
things to look
forward to – including a cool
autumn breeze.

But even with rogue weeds, running grass and clumps
of quackgrass there was a sweltering beauty that
seemed to justify my agony.
As I weeded and wacked, the constant buzzing of a
myriad of bees, small flys and wasps emitted from the
Salt and Pepper bush – it’s a rogue 5-foot shrub with
rough leaves and small white flowers, and
is always a busy place for winged creatures.
Two Queen butterflys and a baby Zebra longwing seemed happy to dodge the busy bees.
Beside it the durable Black Eye Susans and
Purple Cone flowers were in full bloom grateful for the recent rains. (Thought I’d lost them
in the spring drought) The Beach Sunflower
is totally happy taking over not only the path
but also the herb garden, but the basil looks
pretty poking out of it and probably gets its
roots shaded as a benefit. In the dry corner
tall skinny Ipomopsis sports a rocket of red
flowers – they did horrible last year, I guess
they just need to be ignored.

(To be continued)

Photos submitted by Claudia Larsen
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2008 Calendar of Events
Please check the Paynes Prairie chapter page at www.FNPS.org for most current information and directions to field
trips. All 2008 meetings will held at the United Church of Gainesville, 1624 NW 5th Ave, Gainesville,
7:00-8:30pm. The plant ID workshop prior to the meeting begins at 6:15.
September 16 			

Meeting: Wendy Wilber: “Rain Gardens & Landscape Water Mitigation”

September 20			

Field Trip: Phifer Flatwoods

October 3 & 4			

Fall Native Plant Sale - Mark Your Calenders!

October 21			

Meeting: To be announced

October 25			

Field Trip: To be announced

November 18			

Meeting: To be announced

November 22			

Field Trip: To be announced

December 16			

Meeting: Christmas Celebration

September 16, 2008 Chapter Meeting Speaker Information:
Wendy Wilber, Alachua County Extension Agent for Environmental Horticulture, will speak on Rain Gardens and the importance of storm water mitigation in the landscape. Reducing stormwater run-off is one of the nine principles of the Florida
Yards and Neighborhoods program which endeavors to educate and train homeowners to establish and maintain environmentally-friendly yards. Rain gardens are both functional and beautiful, so do come learn about creating your own rain
gardens!

September 20, 2008 Field Trip Information:
The FNPS field trip on Saturday September 20 will be to Phifer Flatwoods. We will be meeting in the parking lot of the Publix
on Main Street at 7:45 am. Please bring water, since it will likely be very warm. Also, you might want to bring your binoculars
along, because our local chapter of the Audobon Society has expressed interest in attending our field trips this fall, and it
could be a wonderful opportunity to learn about our feathered friends from these seasoned birders. For more information
about this filed trip, please contact Sandra Vardaman at email: SMVardaman@alachuacounty.us

Directions to the United Church of Gainesville, 1624 NW 5th Ave.
From 441 (NW 13th St.): Go right at NW 5th Ave. if you are coming from the north, left if coming from the south.
NW 5th Ave is 5 blocks north of the intersection of University Ave. and NW 13th St. Heading west on NW 5th Ave.,
UCG is 4 blocks on the right.
From University Ave/Newberry Road: Go right at University Ave. Coming from the east, left if coming from the
west. Go 5 blocks north and take a left at NW 5th Ave. Heading west on NW 5th Ave., UCG is 4 blocks on the right.
From NW 8th Ave: Take a right at NW 17th St. if coming from the west, right if coming from the east. Heading
south, go 3 blocks and take a left onto NW 5th Ave. Heading east on NW 5th Ave., UCG will be one block on the left.
The church parking lot is on the east side of the church. The meetings will be held in the Fellowship Hall. Signs
will be posted to aid direction. See you there!
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FYI Page:
The Nine Principles of the Florida Yard &
Neighborhoods Program:
Water Efficiently; Right plant, Right Place; Fertilize Appropriately; Mulch; Attract Wildlife; Manage Yard Pests Responsibly
Recycle Yard Waste; Reduce Stormwater Runoff; & Protect
the Waterfront.
A majority of these principles directly involves the use and
planting of native plants in our Florida landscape. For more
information about each of these important principles visit the
IFAS’ Florida Yard & Neighborhood website at:
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/homeowners/strategies.htm

PAYNES PRAIRIE CHAPTER
OF
THE FLORIDA NATIVE
PLANT SOCIETY
The Rhexia is published
monthly September November and January
- May by the Paynes Prairie
Chapter of the Florida Native
Plant Society. The purpose of the Florida Native Plant
Society is the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. See our website at: www.fnps.org.

Butterfly Research
In addition to far-off places, the staff of the FMNH McGuire
Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity (http://www.flmnh.
ufl.edu/butterflies/) have been surveying our local Paynes
Prairie State Park. They estimate that eventually over 1,500
Lepidopteran species will be identified. If that sounds like
a lot, then consider this, over 1,200 Lepidopteran species
(95% moths) have been collected from a single backyard in
Gainesville!

Community Outreach Event
Recently the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter’s Board Of Directors decided that our chapter should become more
proactive in community outreach. This activity will be
accomplished through talks and demonstrations presenting the many reasons and benefits of using native
plants in the landscape.
The first of these chapter-funded outreach events
will occur on Saturday, Sept. 27, at Harmony Gardens,
10100 NW 13th St. Payne’s Prairie Chapter member,
Debbie DeLoach, will give a talk entitled “An Introduction to Native Plants” The talk will begin at 11 AM and
members are encouraged to attend.

Rhexia Article Submissions
Please! Submit unformatted word documents
only. Submit pictures as separate jpg, tiff, or
pdf files. Send all article submissions to:
rhexia@gmail.com
Deadline date for October newsletter
submissions is September 26th.

2008 OFFICERS - DIRECTORS
President
Brian Quinn/386-454-4340/bpatquinn@hotmail.com
Vice President
Paula Russo/352-495-5611/Prusso52@netzero.com
Secretary
Erick Smith/352-380-0648/urbanforester@gmail.com
Treasurer
Joe Durando/386-462-5455
Chapter Representaive
Heather Blake/352-225-1381/butterflygirlh@yahoo.com
Membership
Goldie Schwartz /352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Jamie Barichivich/352-375-1972/jamie_barichivich@usgs.gov
Newsletter Editor
Mary Santello/352-378-3098/santellom@gmail.com
Newsletter Distribution
Alice Tyler/352-528.3968/pinetyl@atlantic.net
Plant Rescue
J. Barichivich/352-375-1972/jamie_barichivich@usgs.gov
Publicity & Media
Vacant position
Director
Debbie DeLoach/debbiedeloach@cox.net
Director
Ellen Thoms/352-333-3814/emthoms@dow.com
Director
Jennifer Staiger/jsstaig@gmail.com
Director
Claudia Larsen/352-466-3880/micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com
Director
Jill McGuire/352-475-1567/mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Plant ID
Paul Cohen/paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
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Poppymallow Rescue
Submitted by Brian Quinn

On July 12th, a number of FNPS members joined with the Brice
Business Group and other volunteers to rescue over 400 individual poppymallow plants from certain destruction. We braved
high temperatures and torrential rain to move the poppymallows and plant them in sites protected from development.
For our efforts, the Brice Business Group very generously
donated $1000 to our chapter. We applaud this developer for
contacting us to rescue these plants and hope that we can be of
service in the future to prevent the destruction of local populations of rare and endangered native plants in our area of Florida.
David Miller of the Brice Group wrote a letter of thanks that has
been uploaded on the FNPS website and can be viewed at:
http://www.fnps.org/pages/fnps/page_announcement.
php?id=2283

the photography developed into a serious hobby. Most of my
current photography efforts are in documenting wild flowers.
I am currently using a Nikon D70 digital SLR with a Sigma 105
mm macro lens. I have contributed a number of images for
use on the web sites, www.2bnTheWild.com, tenn.bio.utk.
edu/vascular, and www.cas.vanderbilt.edu/bioimages. The
image of the Rhexia mariana was taken on Fugi Velvia 35mm
film August 4, 1994 at the South Cumberland State Park in
Tennessee. The slide was later scanned into digital format. I
hope your group can get some enjoyment out of it.”
Darel has provided us with very high definition images of this
photo for fundraising, etc. Thanks to Darel for his generosity
– volunteer actions like this are what makes FNPS the organization it is today.

Alachua County Wild Spaces and Public Places
By Erick Smith

A new citizen-led effort has begun to protect our natural
resources and improve public recreational facilities in Alachua County, it’s Alachua County Forever,,, Take 2. This is a
new referendum that will be on the ballot in November. The
language is as follows:

http://www.plantatlas.usf.edu

Our Newsletter Plant Mascot
Submitted by Brian Quinn

Has anyone ever wondered where the image for our newsletter originated? I was contacted last May by a gentleman
named Darel Hess from Tennessee who stated that he took
that picture years ago and was surprised that we were still
using it today! I thanked Darel for allowing us to use his
Rhexia image and asked him to write a little background on
how he took the picture; here is his description:
“I became interested in photography and bought a single
lens reflex camera in 1963. It was an on-again off-again hobby until 1993. At that time I added flower identification and
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ENVIRONMENTAL LANDS, PARKS, RECREATION
ONE-HALF PERCENT (1/2%) SALES TAX
SHALL ALACHUA COUNTY BE AUTHORIZED TO EXTEND
THE ALACHUA COUNTY FOREVER PROGRAM TO ACQUIRE
AND IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTALLY SIGNIFICANT LANDS,
TO PROTECT DRINKING WATER SOURCES, WATER QUALITY,
AND WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND TO CREATE, IMPROVE, AND
MAINTAIN PARK AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN ALL CITIES and THE County, with CITIZEN OVERSIGHT AND INDEPENDENT AUDIT, BY THE LEVY OF A ONE-HALF PERCENT
(1/2%) SALES TAX FOR TWO (2) YEARS. STARTING JANUARY
1, 2009 and ending December 31, 2010?
The half percent sales tax will raise approximately 40 million
over the two year period. The County and each municipality within Alachua County has submitted a list of recreation
projects that will be funded with half the proceeds from the
proposed referendum. The other half of the proposed revenues will be for land conservation which will be nominated,
reviewed and selected through the established Alachua
County Forever process through the County’s Land Conservation Board. I urge you to find out more about this program
and go to the polls in November and make an informed
vote. http://wildspacespublicplaces.org/

Advertisements are now being accepted for the Rhexia newsletter!

If you would like to support the Paynes Prairie chapter please send a business card size ad to Erick Smith at
urbanforester@gmail.com. The ads cost $100 and runs from October 2007 to September 2008.

NOTESTEIN NATIVE NURSERY

String Lily
Crinum americanum
Tree Agave
Agave decipiens
Stiff Dogwood
Cornus foemina
Red Mullberry
Morus rubra
Flatwoods Plum
Prunus umbulata
100 species trees, shrubs, ground cvr.
Gainesville / Appointment: 372-2107
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 110670
Gainesville, FL 32611

Next Meeting
Tuesday, September 16th
7:00 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:15)
United Church of Gainesville
1624 NW 5th Ave
Gainesville, FL

Monthly Meetings

Regular monthly meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday
September - November and January - May at 7:00 p.m. at:
The United Church of Gainesville
1624 NW 5th Ave., Gainesville
Plant ID workshops precede each meeting at 6:15 p.m.

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Form
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________County: __________________
Phone: _________________________E-mail: ______________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
Total: ____ Check Enclosed: _____ Please charge my credit card _______
(VISA/MasterCard only) Card type and #: __________________________
Exp. Date: _________ Name on Credit Card: _______________________

Check Pertinent Category:
 Individual		
 Family or Household
 Contributing		
 Not-For-Profit Org.
 Business or Corporate
 Supporting
 Donor
 Library		
 Student (full-time)

$35
$50
$75
$50
$125
$100
$250
$15
$15

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32802-0278
A copy of the official regestration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state. Rgestration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendations by the state.

