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Our October speaker is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the McGuire Center for
Lepidoptera and Biodiversity at the University of Florida in Gainesville. He joined
the Florida Museum of Natural History in
2004 as the State Program Coordinator and
is responsible for the majority of participant
classroom and field training. Akers is a veteran butterfly watcher and brings years of
experience to the program. He also has extensive field and conservation research experience, having worked on numerous imperiled Florida butterflies including the endangered Schaus’s Swallowtail and the Miami Blue. His dissertation research was on
the conservation biology of the uncommon
and very local Sweadner’s Hairstreak in
north central Florida.
Ask University of Florida postdoctoral
researcher Akers Pence, and he’ll tell you
all about different kinds of bees – those native to North America – how they’ve rarely
been studied, how critical they are but how
little is known about them.
For his current work, Pence is directing
the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences’ portion of a five-year study of native
pollinators. Specifically, the study will try
to determine the most effective ways to at-

tract the native pollinators, keep
them around, and encourage
them to pollinate Florida’s
crops.
In research fields at IFAS’
Plant Science Research and Education Unit in Citra just outside
Gainesville, Pence has four
sites, each with experimental
plots filled with combinations of
native perennial and annual
wildflowers, and is monitoring
them to determine which works
best to attract native bees and
other pollinators. Once that is
known, agricultural producers
and even backyard gardeners
could plant those types of flower mixes to encourage the native
bees to visit and linger. Please
join us and learn more about our
native pollinators!
Paynes Prairie Chapter Elections
Coming in November
If you have been thinking about contributing more time and energy to
our chapter – the opportunity is
here! A nominating committee has
been formed to provide names for
future officers and board members
to serve in 2014 and beyond. Please
consider entering your name or that
of a friend who you think can help
guide our chapter in future programs
and field trips.
Contact: Any current officer of
Paynes Prairie Chapter (Contacts
Listed in Newsletter)
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Road trip to Jacksonville!

8:00 am – Leave promptly for Jacksonville (about a 2
hour drive)

Special Field trip, Saturday, November 16.

10:00 - Arrive at UNF Sawmill Slough Preserve parking lot (bathroom facility available) – This 382 acre
natural area on campus was designated as a preserve in
May 2006 by UNF President John Delaney. The
Sawmill Slough Preserve includes the original
Sawmill Slough, a wetland habitat stretching through
the western portion of the campus from Central Parkway to J Turner Butler Boulevard. In addition to the
wetland, small areas of drier habitat including some
longleaf pine-turkey oak woodlands are found in the
Preserve. Over 600 species of plants have been identified and more than 160 bird species have been observed in the preserve. Wildlife includes resident populations of deer, turkey, and fox squirrels. Bear and
bobcat tracks are seen occasionally. During our walk,
we will visit selected habitats including swamp, mesic
forest, pine ridge habitat and a scenic man-made
lake. Chuck will discuss management practices in this
preserve. We will visit one or more sites of managed
burns to see the effects. http://www.unf.edu/
physicalfacilities/Sawmill_Slough_Preserve.aspx

We have planned a special guided tour, led by Chuck
Hubbuch, of Sawmill Slough Preserve and Florida native landscape plantings at University of North Florida
(UNF). Chuck Hubbuch is curator of the UNF’s 382acre Sawmill Slough Preserve, where he is actively involved in prescribed burns and exotic pest plant removal. In 2011, he was awarded the First Coast Invasive
Working Group’s Dynamic Land Manager Award. He
is a member of UNF’s Environmental Center Board
and oversees Asset Management of the Natural Assets
Inventory. From 1984 to 2002, Hubbuch became Director of Plant Collections – overseeing a horticultural
department, at the world-renowned Fairchild Tropical
Botanical Garden in Miami, Florida. During this time,
Hubbuch was Fairchild’s all-time leading plant collector, traveling to 25 countries outside the US to expand
Fairchild’s collection. From 1990 to 2004, he worked
closely with sixteen gardens in eight countries, including projects with the Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust,
Institute of Museum and Library Services and Caribbean Botanic Garden Conservation.
Since 2005, Mr. Hubbuch has directed the design and
management of landscaping, gardens and natural areas
at the University of North Florida, a campus of over
1200 acres set in Jacksonville, Florida, between the St.
Johns River and the Atlantic Ocean. He authored the
first UNF Natural Areas Management Plan and in 2011
received the annual Gabor/UNF Foundation Award for
Employee Excellence. During his impressive career,
Hubbuch has organized four conferences, published
over 55 articles, and offered over 100 presentations in
ten countries. His leadership at UNF continues his record of horticultural expertise in the southeastern United
States. Chuck Hubbuch earned his B.S. in horticulture
from the University of Kentucky.
Itinerary for Saturday, November 16, 2013:
7:45 am - Meet at the Publix parking lot on 3720 NW
13th St in Gainesville. This store is at the intersection
of NW 39th Ave. We’ll meet at the northeast corner
which borders 13th St. and will carpool to Jacksonville.

12:30 – 1:00 - Break for picnic lunch on campus
(participants to bring a bag lunch).
1:00 – 2:00 pm – Tour Florida native plantings (about
60 species) around the new LEED-certified Biology
building. A protected courtyard has permitted southern species, including mahogany, gumbo-limbo, sea
grape and some stopper species, to survive winter
north of their usual range.
After 2:00 – Depart UNF campus for Gainesville
(arrive about 4:00 pm) OR participate in optional activities below before departing for Gainesville.
3:00 pm – Optional - Tour the Walter Jones Historic
Park in Mandarin, Florida. This park is located on 10
acres along the beautiful St. John’s River, and includes
a scenic river boardwalk, restored homestead, and history museum. http://www.mandarinmuseum.net/
4:30 pm – Optional - Dinner at the famous Clark’s
Fish Camp located on the St. John’s River. This restaurant is built on the river and has an eclectic
menu with Florida specialties,
Cont’d page 3
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Cont’d from page 2
an impressive display of native and exotic taxidermy
specimens, and a huge freshwater tank containing native fish and an alligator. Depart for Gainesville about
6:00 pm or earlier. http://www.clarksfishcamp.com/
Contact.aspx
Reservations are required for this field trip because
space is limited for the UNF tour. Please contact Ellen
Thoms (emthoms@dow.com or at 352-332-5682) to
reserve your space (including if you want to go to dinner at Clark’s Fish Camp). We also need volunteers to
drive for carpooling. Driving directions, UNF plant
lists, and trail maps will be e-mailed to participants.
Limited hardcopies of these items will be available the
day of the trip.

Not Only Plants
Joe Durando
If you're like most plant people, when it comes to your
landscape you tend to focus on, of all things, plants.
Time to branch out. Rocks. Native rocks of course, but
yes, rocks. If this is something you've already considered I’m here to encourage you. It it hasn't crossed
your mind, it should.

Rocks lend themselves to dripping water features that
attract birds. Some insects that I’m too lazy to identify
seem to hang out on damp mossy rocks
Besides the intrinsic beauty of the rock itself, well
placed boulders lend a sense of age and permanence to
a garden. They can be backdrops or focal points. As
your garden goes through seasonal changes they are a
counterpoint. You can see I’m a big fan of rocks.
So a few tips. Again, browse the books. Don't bog
down in the details, just study the pictures. Seeing other gardens is a great way to get inspired. Stick to native
rocks. Aesthetically they look like they belong, and, as
logic would dictate, they are better substrate for native
plants. Bigger is most definitely better! Three large
boulders will make much more of an impact than a
truck load of smaller rocks. Small and medium rocks
should be clustered, large ones can work as solo specimens. Have some of them jut into your paths, patios,
decks, etc. Place some where you can see them from
inside your house, say, outside the kitchen window.
They should be set into the ground, in other words partially buried, to give the appearance that they have
been there a long time. Mostly have fun with them!
This holiday season, go out and buy yourself a truly
long lasting gift. I’m sure you deserve it!

I’m here to prod you forward by offering a few tips
and reasons why you should consider landscape boulders. Once you decide to go down this road, there are
numerous references on the topic that you should consult. So sit down somewhere in your yard with your
favorite beverage and a good picture book on Japanese
gardens (the quintessential rock gardens) and look up
envisioning that in your yard. Resistance is futile.
I know what you're thinking. “They're so expensive”.
Well yes, they aren't cheap. But they don't die. And all
it takes is a few. Most companies that deliver them will
also place them. Or, you can rent a forklift and place
them yourself. Trust me, fork lifts are fun! Nothing
like moving around a two ton boulder with the toggle
of a lever to give you the feeling of power. Here’s a
few reasons to go for it.
Rocks provide habitat for both plants and wildlife. All
kinds of reptiles and amphibians will take refuge in the
crevices and underneath. With time, mosses, ferns and
some species of wildflowers will colonize the surface.
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NOW WE KNOW WHERE ALL THOSE
WILDFLOWERS COME FROM!
Connie Caldwel

We gather at the scene of Claudia Larsen’s “Micanopy Wildflowers” for our August yard visit. Flats of plants in their 4 inch pots
all arranged on raised platforms, blooming their hearts out
Bees and butterflies are happy!
Claudia has been propagating wildflowers for over 20 years,
starting out by collecting seed along roadsides. Her experience of
33 years as a biologist in horticulture at UF has proved an excellent background and she has developed a small and very efficient
system that works well. We feel privileged to be here because
Claudia really does contract growing and sells wholesale
(minimum order $100) to parks, a public library, and other institutions that are enlightened enough (!) to plant wildflowers. She
has also been involved in a US Department of Agriculture study
of plants that attract pollinators and will be providing some appropriate plants. She had even presented a wildflower workshop
to Alachua County roadside mowing personnel and the guys actually got excited about recognizing wildflowers they had seen.
We move on to the garden where there are 8 raised beds for veggies and herbs, and additional beds that are abundantly planted
with wildflowers. Newly retired, Claudia is enjoying creating
new beds and working to develop a more landscaped look to her
yard - to beautify it, in her words. A few of the plants we see in
bloom include monarda punctata, sand squares, hypericum, red
salvia, rudbeckia, silphium, ironweed, goldenrod, brikellia, spiderwort, beach sunflower, iresene diffusa, scorpion tail, sunflowers, frostweed, marsh mallow, white penstemon, and helenium
amarum. Many others have either finished blooming and are
producing seeds or are about to bloom. As Claudia says, there’s a
different show every season!
And now we are invited to shop! We’ve been provided with a
plant list and make our choices among the flats of plants. We all
go home happy.

Thank you Claudia for inviting us for this fun and enlightening experience, and especially thank you for making all
these beautiful plants for us.

Time Running Out to Support the Florida Water
and Land Legacy Petition
Protecting our waters, cherished natural areas and wildlife
are fundamental to a healthy and vibrant Florida.
That’s why the Florida Native Plant Society including
Paynes Prairie Chapter is working with Florida’s Water and
Land Legacy Campaign to place a critical conservation
amendment on the November 2014 ballot.
We need to gather 550,000 more signatures from Florida
voters in the next 5 months.
Will you help us reach that goal by signing a petition today?
It’s easy to do online.
LINK TO http://4fla.org/FNPSLegacy
The amendment allocates less than one percent of our state
budget to fund conservation—which is the least we can do
to protect Florida’s natural treasures.
Add your voice to the more than 150,000 Florida voters
who’ve already signed the petition.
Each petition is a message from a Florida voter who cares
deeply about protecting what's best about living here: miles
of beaches, beautiful parks, crystal clear springs, endless
opportunities to swim, bike and fish, and an amazing diversity of plants and animals.
We must take a stand to protect Florida's natural heritage!
You can also help by spreading the word!
Share this with at least five friends and invite them to sign
the petition. And Let your Facebook, Twitter and Google
Plus friends and followers know that they can get the petition online.
You can also visit the campaign’s website to learn more
about the campaign. And please consider making a donation
to Florida’s Water and Land Legacy.
LINK TO http://floridawaterlandlegacy.org/donate
Florida needs your help, and together we will create an environmental legacy we can all be proud of.
State Lands Being Sold as Surplus Property by the
Florida Dept of Environmental Protection
If you are interested in what properties are being considered you
can monitor FDEP’s list which changes weekly. http://
www.dep.state.fl.us/lands/assessment/default/htm . The FNPS
Land Management Partners who are volunteer FNPS members,
say although some are outparcels and fallow lands – many others
should remain in conservation. Getting the right information to
Tallahassee is critical; and this committee is making a difference
because of their input. If you have concerns about an area on the
list you can contact Committee Chairman Ann Cox at email
lmpartners@bellsouth.net.
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Calendar of Events
Please check the Chapter page at www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org for
most current information and directions to field trips. All 2013 meetings will
be held at the United Church of Gainesville, 1624 NW 5th Ave, Gainesville,
7:00-8:30pm. The plant ID workshop prior to the meeting begins at 6:15.
Oct 10
Native Bees in Your Backyard
Akers Pence
Oct 19
Field Trip:Ordway Preserve
Reservations required
Nov 14
Nov 16

December

Bartram’s Natural History Trek
Through East Florida
Dick Franz
Field Trip– Sawmill Slough
Preserve—Jacksonville, Fl.
See page 2 for itinerary
No meeting or field trip –January
will resume till May

2013 BOD Meetings: 1st Monday in January, March,
May, August, October and November

OCTOBER 19 FIELD TRIP Ordway-Swisher Biological Station
Time starting at Ordway Swisher: 9 am - noon
Tour duration: 4 hr (excluding travel time)
Guide: Steve Coates
Limit: Space Limited to 10 attendees– you must
pre-register for trip by emailing
Micanopywildflowers@gmail.com with Ordway
in the subject line. Your confirmation and directions to the trip will be sent via email.

Paynes Prairie Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society
See our Web page at:
www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities
of Florida.

The Rhexia is published monthly
September - November and January - May.
2013 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
President
Erick Smith, Erick@kestreleco.com
Vice President
Claudia Larsen, micanopywildflowers@yahoo.com
Secretary
Ellen Thoms, emthoms@dow.com
Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz, afn49@mindspring.com
Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers, sandi@bbos.com
Membership
Goldie Schwartz, 352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Robert Freese, 386-972-4489/rcfreese99@yahoo.com
Newsletter
Goldie Schwartz, 352-495-3983/afn49@mindspring.com
Plant Rescue
J. Barichivich, 352-375-1972/m.terrapin@gmail.com

Description: The property was formerly the private hunting and fishing preserve of a Jacksonville family and is now managed by the University
of Florida as study/conservation area. The Station
contains a mosaic of habitats such as sandhill,
baygall, wetland, xeric hammock, and upland
mixed forest (see http://ordway-swisher.ufl.edu/
index.htm). Your guide will be Ordway Manager
Steve Coates who will take us on a bus tour of the
property. DON’T FORGET TO BRING water,
insect spray, sun screen, hat, binoculars, camera,
etc.

Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider, karenks98@yahoo.com
Director
Connie Caldwell, connie.caldwell@sfcollege.edu
Director
Kelly Perez, kellybperez@gmail.com
Director
Mark Elliott, mse@ufl.edu
Director
Jennifer Staiger, jsstaig@gmail.com
Director
Chuck Peck , lnnrr@yahoo.com
Director
Robert Garren

Plant ID

Paul Cohen, paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
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DRAINAGE PROBLEM? TRY NATIVE
PLANTS!
Connie Caldwell
Here we are, on our September “yard” visit, at the entrance to Golfview on SW 2nd Avenue at SW 27th
Street, one of the oldest platted subdivisions in Gainesville (1926!), where Howard and Lisa Jelks have created a beautiful and wildlife-friendly solution to a drainage problem. Located on a seepage slope (rumor has it
there was a spring here), the sloping entrance became a
pond and rushing stream after the 2004 hurricanes.
The neighborhood association was discussing putting
in a drainage system so Howard and Lisa requested an
opportunity to try the native plant solution to mopping
up the excess water. The resulting landscape works
efficiently and is well loved by the neighborhood. It
also gives Lisa and Howard a place to play with native
plants in a sunny area since their yard in the neighborhood is very shady!
There is a variety of soil types in the area, from very
dry in the highest part at SW 2nd Avenue, to very wet
with often standing water in the lower part. You can
imagine what fun Lisa and Howard have had choosing
and putting in appropriate plants! The higher, drier
area hosts Walter’s viburnum, both the taller one (that
has berries) and the dense variety (which has blooms
but no berries). In various beds in this area are horsemint, beach sunflower, blanket flower, coral bean,
muhly grass, Yucca filamentosa, coontie, scrub mints,
purple coneflower, green-eyes, Garberia, butterfly
milkweed, and poppy mallow interplanted with native
Petunia.

We walk on blue-eyed grass and sunshine mimosa as
we move down the hill. Filling in the wettest area is an
amazing stand of Virginia willow, accompanied by
swamp hibiscus, yellow cannas, iris, stokesia, and crinum lilies. Challenges include the ever- present exotics, such as cat-claw vine, camphor, and golden
raintree.
Now we’re invited to walk east, on SW 2nd Avenue to
the Law School Woods Conservation Area, where
Howard and Lisa, with encouragement from the law
school, have created another wildflower garden that is
much enjoyed by the students. We walk on the path
through the woods to the clearing where Howard says,
“Here’s our flower garden”. What a shock! It was
mowed down earlier this week! In spite of the signs
proclaiming it a “no-mow” zone! We discuss solutions
such as surrounding the area with large limestone rocks
or rebar. Howard uses this as a teachable moment for
us - be sure you control the landscape you work so hard
to put in! The Golfview neighborhood used to pay for
the mowing of their entrance (up to $900 a year before
landscaping) but when it became clear that it was too
difficult for the person doing the mowing to discern
what to mow and what to leave, and that large machines are not friendly to the wet areas, Howard and
Lisa took over the mowing with a hand-push mower.
Not so much grass now, it only takes about an hour,
says Howard.
This beautiful example of sustainable and effective
landscaping should be made known to anyone that is
working on a drainage situation, don’t you think?
Thank you, Lisa and Howard, for this gift to our city!

Further down the slope, the edges are planted with
some very happy oakleaf hydrangea. Two red buckeye
trees provide support for coral honeysuckle so that
there is food for hummingbirds in most seasons! The
layer of limerock is nearer the surface here and so
helps to determine the kinds of plants that will thrive.
Trees include a box elder and shumard oak (both volunteers,) and a bald cypress that was donated by the
city. The Golfview Neighborhood Association also
donates money every year to buy more native plants.
Below the abundant monarda is a stand of narrow-leaf
sunflower that will be gorgeous in the fall, and joining
it are bluestem palms, native ferns, more Ruellia, river
oats, and myrtle-leaf hollies.
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Photo Contest

New T-Shirt ($15) & tote bag ($10) will be available
at the Chapter meeting, so bring cash or your checkbook. Totes make great gifts.

Have You Blogged Lately?
Remember to visit the new Florida Native Plant
Society blog at http://fnpsblog.blogspot.com/

An activity initiated this year by Paynes Prairie
Chapter is a monthly yard visit. We tour each other’s
yards and learn from each other about using native
plants in our landscapes. If you would like to participate in this activity (and be willing for us to tour your
yard sometime too!), contact
connie.caldwell@sfcollege.edu.

You can be a monthly winner for a $10 gift certificate for
Sweet Dreams Homemade Ice Cream at 3437 W University
Avenue.
Post a picture of a native plant, tree, bush or vine on our
Facebook Page—Paynes Prairie Chapter of FNPS. The picture that gets the greatest number of “likes” will be the winner. For now, the cut-off date will be the day before our
regular meeting, which is the second Thursday of the
months we meet.
While at the Facebook page you can browse currently
posted pictures by clicking on honeysuckle vine picture,
then click on a picture you want to like and you will see “a
like” to click on. You can vote for as many pictures as you
want, but please only vote once for any choice.
Important: You must be at our meeting to receive your
gift certificate.

Advertisements are now being
accepted for the Rhexia newsletter! If you would like
to support the Paynes Prairie chapter please send a
business card size ad in .jpg, format only to
Goldie Schwartz at
afn49@mindspring.com
The ads cost $100 and run from
January 2013 through November 2013.
Or Monthly at rate of $12.50 per issue
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

Next Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 10, 2013
7:00 p.m.
(Plant ID Workshop at 6:15)
United Church of Gainesville
1624 NW 5th Avenue

FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter Meetings
are held the 2nd Thursday of the month
September - November and January - May
7:00 p.m., The United Church of Gainesville
1624 NW 5th Ave., Gainesville
Plant ID workshops precede each meeting
and start at 6:15 p.m.

Rhexia Article Submissions Please!
Submit unformatted word documents
only. Submit pictures as separate jpg
files. Send all article submissions to:
afn49@mindspring.com

Submission deadline
for the November
2013 newsletter is
October 20, 2013

Florida Native Plant Society Membership Form
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________County: __________________
Phone: _________________________E-mail: ______________________
Business Name: ______________________________________________
Total: ____ Check Enclosed: _____ Please charge my credit card _______
(VISA/MasterCard only) Card type and #: __________________________
Exp. Date: _________ Name on Credit Card: _______________________

Check Pertinent Category:










Individual
Family/Household
Contributing
Not-For-Profit Org.
Business/Corporate
Supporting
Donor
Library
Student (full-time)

$35
$50
$75
$50
$125
$100
$250
$15
$15

Please mail completed form to: Florida Native Plant Society, P.O. Box 278, Melbourne, FL 32802-0278
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the state. Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval, or recommendations by the state.

8

