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Howard T. Odum Florida Springs Institute
Dr. Robert Knight is the founder and director of the Howard T. Odum
Florida Springs Institute, a nonprofit program dedicated to supporting
science and education necessary for restoration and wise management
of Florida’s artesian springs. Dr. Knight is an environmental scientist
with more than 38 years of professional experience in Florida, including
detailed ecological studies at more than 20 large springs.
Dr. Knight is the author of Silenced Springs: Moving from Tragedy to
Hope. There will be copies for sale at the meeting.

WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR – SEE BOTTOM OF PAGE 6

About Our Speaker This Month
Dr. Robert Knight is currently active on research and restoration efforts at the Santa Fe River Springs, Kings
Bay/Crystal River Springs, Ichetucknee Springs, Rainbow
Springs, Wakulla Springs, Homosassa Springs, Glen
Springs, springs of the Lower Suwannee River, and Silver
Springs. Detailed restoration plans have been prepared
for these springs by the Florida Springs Institute and Dr.
Knight is an active participant in similar efforts undertaken by the Florida Dept. of Environmental Protection and
the relevant water management districts. Dr. Knight is
also active with a number of springs advocacy groups
around north Florida that help to educate local governmental officials about groundwater supply and springs
protection.
In 2016, Dr. Knight and the Florida Springs Institute will
open the North Florida Springs Environmental Center located at 23695 W US 27 in High Springs. The Environmental Center will be open to the public beginning on March
5th and will provide information about the accessibility at
local springs, the activities there, as well as the environmental threats. Interested springs visitors will be treated
to colorful exhibits, interactive information kiosks, and
educational opportunities to learn more about springs
and their protection for future generations.

March Field Trip
Sunday March 13th at the Prairie Creek
Conservation Cemetery (PCCC)
Meet at the Alachua Conservation Trust Prairie Creek
Lodge at 10 AM. Florida’s first certified “conservation
natural burial ground” uses only biodegradable containers and avoids embalming fluids and vaults. Burial fees
are used to protect (conservation easement), restore,
and manage 78 acres of upland sandhill ecosystem.
The Alachua Conservation Trust (ACT) and Conservation
Burial, Inc. (CBI) are currently working on a “Master Plan”
for PCCC which will include directives that allow for PCCC
patrons to plant local Florida native shrubs and wildflowers in and around their loved one’s gravesite.
To get to the lodge, take Hawthorne Road (Hwy 20) east
from Gainesville, cross Prairie Creek and take Rochelle
Road (CR 2082) southeast to CR 234, cross the Gainesville–Hawthorne Rail-to-Trail then continue for approximately ¾ mile where the ACT driveway is on the west side
of the road.

Spring Yard Tour – March 5th
By Connie Caldwell
Temple of the Universe Mushroom Foray

Hello and Happy 2016 to all you native plant lovers!
Seems like a l-o-o-o-ng time since our yard visit last October. Well, now that spring is on the way, our Spring yard
visit is coming right up Saturday, March 5th, 9 to 11 AM,
at the property of Dan White in the Millhopper area.
Meet at the Millhopper library, 3145 NW 43rd Street at
8:45 AM for carpooling.

Photo by Lois McNamara

What a treat this will be – seepage slope, limestone outcroppings, creek, spring ephemerals, and abundant native
azaleas. See you there!
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RECENT FIELD TRIP REPORTS
Great Invader Raider Rally – January 31st
We received the following exotic plant and trash removal statistics from member Dee Peck:
Total Volunteers: 539
Trash Removed: 781 pounds
Exotics Treated: 10,727 pounds

nections with nature. At the children’s garden, the group
was charmed by walls and benches of limestone with
embedded tiles and hidden
treasures, ceramic animals,
and mushrooms scattered
about, each of which provided a Wonderland-like
atmosphere. Much lively
chatter and exchange of
ideas generated interest in
the Native Plant Society
and may have garnered
another half dozen new
members.

Air Potatoes: 62 pounds
Thanks to all who volunteered and to Native Plant
Society leaders!
Kanapaha Botanical Garden – February 6th
by Karen Garren (Photos by Rob Garren)

The Kanapaha Botanical Gardens tour with Master Gardener Alicia Nelson was attended by a half dozen FNPS
members who joined another two dozen folks to visit the
container garden, the bamboo garden, the azaleacamellia garden, the herb garden, and the succulent garden. They also saw a lovely constructed pond with waterfall and a natural sinkhole.
I was inspired by the variety of trellises. At the Japanese garden, a graceful
bridge curved over a babbling stream and Alicia explained how, in Japan,
bridges must arch to accommodate boat traffic. She gave a nice
talk
about
the four
essential elements
included
in a Japanese garden – water, earth,
light, and vista, each combining to create a scene conducive
to meditation on human con-

UF Herbarium Tour – February 20th
by Rob Garren

On Saturday February 20th, a group of FNPS members was
treated to a rare public tour of the UF Herbarium located
in Dickinson Hall on the UF campus. Following a very informative talk at our February 9th general meeting, Dr.
Mark Whitten, a Paynes Prairie Chapter FNPS member
and a Senior Research Associate at the herbarium, led us
on the tour of the herbarium. During the course of the
tour, we were shown a number of features of the facility
including the
extensive
specimen
collections,
plant preparation
(pressing,
drying,
mounting,
and labeling)
areas, and botanical library. The field trip participants
were allowed to browse the library which contains a
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number of obscure taxonomic texts and other publications of interest to both professional and amateur botanists. We were also treated to some historical plant specimens housed at the herbarium, including a series of
vouchers from the collection of civil war general Edmund
Kirby Smith who was an amateur botanist in addition to
his exploits as a confederate military leader.
Mark also noted that, as part of an effort in developing a
comprehensive plant species inventory of our Alachua
County parks, the herbarium would be willing to assist in
drying and mounting locally obtained plant vouchers. I
hope some of our members will take note of this offer
and begin collecting voucher specimens from our local
parks to ultimately be included in the UF Herbarium collections. As residents of the neighborhood located near
Green Tree Park for many years, my wife Karen and I intend to assist in this effort since we have, over the past
30 years, recorded a wide variety of taxa within the park’s
confines.

We are grateful to Mark Whitten for taking the time to
present an interesting and informative talk to our group
as well as arranging for the herbarium tour. As a former
UF graduate student in the 1980s, I utilized the herbarium staff and facility on occasion when faced with unidentified species and have continued to do so to this day. I
would highly encourage any members who may collect
species which have not been previously vouchered within
a given Florida county to submit those specimens to the
UF Herbarium for permanent archiving. We are fortunate
to have the FLAS herbarium so close at hand in our community as it is a valuable resource, particularly for those
who rely on accurate plant identification in our
profession.
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RAVINE GARDENS AZALEA FESTIVAL

On Saturday March 5th, Ravine Gardens State Park is
holding its 20th Annual Azalea Festival from 10 AM –
5 PM. These beautiful classic gardens are a favorite
wedding site. The festival will feature wagon tours,
music, arts, crafts, and food vendors. The ravines
feature seepage slope creeks, paved trails, bridges,
and beautiful vistas of artful azalea, bamboo, dogwood, and magnolia plantings. Decades of budget
cuts have had management impacts – many areas
are now contaminated by invasive exotic plants.
Contact Karen Garren at (352) 316-3453 or
iluvfla@cox.net for more information and to make
carpooling arrangements.

GAINESVILLE GREENWAY CHALLENGE
By Dee Peck
Many thanks to those members who volunteered at
the recent Great Invader
Raider Rally! I am the
new volunteer coordinator for the Gainesville
Greenway Challenge, a
year round effort to restore native habitat by
removing non-native invasive plants. There are
12 pre-designated sites in 8 city nature parks, covering a total area of 47 acres.
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will be presented at the Great Invader Raider Rally
2017. For more information or to register please
visit www.GnvGreenwayChallenge.org or call me at
352-393-8428 Monday through Thursday.

Prizes will be awarded for the most hours worked in
2016 to both an individual and a group, and these

It Pays to Join! New and Renewing FNPS members will be given a credit at Notestein’s Nursery equal
to the dollar amount of the membership fee. Call Jim at 352-372-2107 to cash in once you’ve joined.
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February 2016 Native Plant ID Workshop
Submitted by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name
Corydalis micrantha
Gaylussacia dumosa
Geranium carolinianum
Jasminum mesnyi
Oplismenus hirtellus
Parietaria floridana
Peperomia obtusifolia
Thelypteris kunthii

Common Name
SMALLFLOWER FUMEWORT; HARLEQUIN
DWARF HUCKLEBERRY
CAROLINA CRANESBILL
JAPANESE JASMINE
WOODSGRASS; BASKETGRASS
FLORIDA PELLITORY
FLORIDA PEPEROMIA; BABY RUBBERPLANT
WIDESPREAD MAIDEN FERN; SOUTHERN SHIELD FERN

Family
Papaveraceae
Ericaceae
Geraniaceae
Oleaceae
Poaceae
Urticaceae
Piperaceae
Thelypteridaceae

Origin
Native
Native
Native
Not Native
Native
Native
Native
Native

We extend gratitude to all who participated. The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service. Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants available on the web at
(http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).

**** WANTED: NEWSLETTER EDITOR ****
Requirements: Good word-processing skills. Desktop publishing experience desirable but not necessary.
Compensation:
1.

Immense sense of gratification for doing something to promote Florida’s native plants and contribute to saving the real Florida.

2. Opportunity to work with the leaders of Paynes Prairie’s Board of Directors, a great group of environmentalists.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Who Among Us Can Grow
This Plant?
You could win $100 worth of plants
from Notestein’s Nursery if you are
the first to propagate Rhexia (our
namesake) from seed. You will need
to grow several flats of 4 inch pots in
time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to qualify. Call Jim
with questions: 352-372-2107.

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card size ad in JPG or TIFF format to our Treasurer.
Ads run January – November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.
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Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
P.O. Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

To:

Paynes Prairie Chapter: Florida Native Plant Society
Activities Calendar for 2016
March
Saturday, March 5 – Yard Tour, Dan White Residence. Car Pool from Millhopper Library,
3145 NW 43rd Street. Meet at 8:45 AM.
Saturday, March 5 – Grand Opening of the North Florida Springs Environmental Center, 23695 West US 27, High
Springs, 12 PM – 5 PM. (See advertisement on page 4 of this newsletter).
Saturday, March 5 – Ravine Gardens 20th Annual Azalea Festival, Palatka. 10 AM – 5 PM.
Tuesday, March 8 – FNPS General Meeting 7 PM (6:15 for Plant ID) at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Hall.
Silenced Springs – Past, Present, and Future. Presentation by Dr. Robert Knight.
Sunday, March 13 – Field Trip, Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery. Meet at the ACT Prairie Creek Lodge at 10
AM (driving directions in this newsletter).
Saturday & Sunday, March 18-19 – Kanapaha Botanical Gardens Spring Festival, Saturday 9 AM – 5PM, Sunday
10 AM – 5 PM.

April
Friday & Saturday, April 22-23 – Spring Plant Sale at Morningside Nature Center (details in the April newsletter).
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