The Rhexia
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org!

General Meeting
Native Plants and Beneficial Insects:
Key to Sustainable Landscapes
with Taryn Evans
Tuesday, November 15, 2016
Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605
! Bees are important pollinators. But bees are not the
only insects needed in truly sustainable landscapes. Learn about the variety of other insects found
in a healthy landscape – the good, the “BAD”, and the
ugly – their roles in the unique ecosystem that is your
backyard, and how to select and maintain native plants
that attract and support these insects.
! Taryn Evans and her husband, Terry, own Creative
Garden Structures (www.CreativeGardenStructures.com),
a small retail garden shop specializing in creating
backyard habitat. They sell native plants through
special order, as well as bee, bird, and bat boxes from
their home in Weirsdale in Marion County. Taryn also
maintains a one acre demonstration garden designed
to help interested homeowners better understand
Florida’s native plants and the principles of sustainable
gardening, like rainwater harvesting, less
pesticide/fertilizer use, and “right plant for right place”.
Of primary importance to her is conveying the message
to others about the need for all types of insects in our
gardens and landscapes, especially pollinators, such
as Florida’s native bees. In keeping with these
interests, Taryn is also the president of the Marion Big
Scrub chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society.
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November 19: Field Trip To Cedar
Lakes Woods & Gardens, Williston
! Join us on Saturday, Nov. 19th at 9:30 a.m. to
enjoy a guided tour of the Cedar Lakes Woods and
Gardens in Williston. Facility Manager Lori Wallace
will provide a 1½ – 2 hour walking tour of the site. If
you like, plan a picnic lunch after the tour as there are
numerous benches and tables throughout the facility.
! From the Cedar Lakes website
(http://www.cedarlakeswoodsandgarden.com/home.ht
ml), the following is reprinted with permission:
! Cedar Lakes Woods & Gardens was founded by
Dr. Raymond Webber and opened for public
enjoyment in January of 2014. The creation of the
gardens began over 23 years ago when Ray
discovered the 100 year old retired lime rock quarry.
With the initial idea of designing a giant fishing pond,
Ray transformed the old swamp, leaving the islands
and pathways displayed today. Rock by Rock, each
rolled in by wheelbarrows and
(Con’t on Page 2)
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Nov. Field Trip (con’t from Page 1)
strategically placed by human hands, the walls of the
gardens were created. Taking up gardening as his
hobby, Ray is responsible for one of the most unique
botanical creations you'll ever see.
! Cedar Lakes is located at 4990 NE 180th Ave.,
Williston. From Williston, take Alt 27 West and look
for the Devil’s Den Springs sign (about a mile past
McDonald’s) and take the next right which will lead
you to the site. Admission is $12 for adults, $7 for
children 6–13, and children under 6 are free. Groups
of 12 or more pay $11 each. We will meet at the
entrance at 9:30 AM for our guided tour at 10:00.
For more info call Lori Wallace, at (352) 529-0055 or
visit their website. If you would like to carpool,
please contact Karen Garren at iluvfla@cox.net no
later than Thursday, Nov. 17th.!

Director
Karen Schneider!

Carl’s Garden Workday
Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m.
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Plant Rescue
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It’s that time again to spruce up Carl’s Garden
at the Kanapaha Veterans Memorial Park. We
could use some volunteers to help pull weeds from
the walking paths and do general maintenance.
Afterwards we plan to gather for a nice lunch to
celebrate the coming holidays. Since there is no
meeting or field trip in December, you have no
excuse not to join us!
! Please meet at 9:00 am on Saturday,
December 10th, at the gate on the southeast
corner of the park. We’ll work for 2-3 hours then
enjoy a holiday lunch nearby.
! The address is 7400 SW 41st Place (at Tower
Road). If the gate is open when you get there, you
can drive right to the garden which is just to the
west (left) of Chapman’s Pond.
! For more information about Carl’s Garden,
please see “Who was Carl Miles” in the September
2005 Rhexia available on our website at
http://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/
newsletters/2005/sept05rhexia1.pdf. We have
been maintaining the Garden for 11 years now!
!

Director

!

paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoocom

Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com
Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com

permission to use his photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on
Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo.
See more of Peter’s work at
http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm
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Fall yard visit 2016
Flamingo Hammock - the restoration continues
By Connie Caldwell with photos by Sue Mauk
!
We turn off the paved road, SE
27th Street, onto limerock, pass one
house, and there we are at the home
of Doug Hornbeck and Sue Mauk in
Flamingo Hammock. Purchased in
1983, the 200 acres of Flamingo
Hammock houses eight families.
Doug and Sue have owned their
eight acre property since 1985. A
dream come true for all these
visionary and hard-working folks,
owning this property has given them
the opportunity to restore the land
toward its pre-European settlement
condition.
!
Through burning, clearing, and
herbiciding, each area to be restored
begins with removing the opportunist
laurel oaks (Quercus hemisphaerica)
and exotic grasses, bahia (Paspalum
notatum) and centipede (Eremochloa
ophiuroides). One area was actually
clear-cut with 18,000 tons of
unwanted chipped wood trucked to
the biomass plant.
!
We gather on the porch where
Doug uses maps to describe where
we are, and then begin our tour.
Near the house are dog hobble
(Eubotrys racemosa), yaupon holly
(Ilex vomitoria), beautyberry
(Callicarpa americana) , goldenrod
(Solidago sp.), frostweed
(Helianthemum corymbosum),
passion vine (Passiflora incarnata),
salvia, lovegrass (Eragrostis sp.),

Skyblue lupine (Lupinus diffusus)

and wild olive (Cartema americana),
much of which showed up on their
own once the laurel oaks were gone.
!
We pass through areas of
longleaf (Pinus palustris), slash (P.
elliottii), and loblolly pines (P. taeda)
with various land use and restoration
histories. Many of the plants we see
volunteered from the seedbank after
removing laural oaks and burning.
Other plants were from seed
gathered elsewhere on the property
or nearby. The groundcover consists
of yellow Indiangrass (Sorghastrum
nutans), Lopsided indiangrass
(Sorghastrum secundum),
witchgrass (Dichanthelium sp.),
many bluestems (Andropogon spp.),
brickelia (Brickellia cordifolia),
gopher apple (Licania michauxii),
manyflower beardtongue
(Pentstemon multiflorus), gayfeather
(Liatris sp.), partridge pea
(Chamacrista fasciculata), palafox
(Palafoxia integrifolia), milkweed
(Asclepias spp.), skyblue lupine
(Lupinus diffusus), snow squarestem
(Melanthera nivea), goldenaster
(Pityopsis graminifolia), lady lupine
(Lupinus villosus), sand squares
(Paronychia rugellii), coontie (Zamia
pumila), and rudbeckia.
!
We pass by several gopher
tortoise holes, many of which were
made only after more sunlight has
resulted from tree removal. Also,
Sue lets us know that quail are
coming back!
!
Moving along, we come to an
area with lots of vaccinium –
deerberry (V. stamineum),
sparkleberry (V. arboretum), and
Darrow’s (V. darrowii). From Paul
Lyrene, blueberry expert, we learn of
efforts to cross deerberry with
highbush blueberry (V.
corymbosum), which produces a
weaker hybrid plant but really good
berries. Some of us (con’t on Page 6)

It’s That Time of Year
Again! Election of
Officers
! We are now accepting
nominations for positions on the
Paynes Prairie chapter board.
We will hold the elections for the
new term at the general meeting
on November 15th.
! If you have been considering taking on a more active role
in the chapter, or know someone
who has, please send your
nomination to ahlers.karen@
gmail.com prior to November
15th. Nominations will also be
accepted from the floor at the
meeting.
Slate of Officers
(all incumbents)
President – Robert Garren
Vice President – Mark Elliott
Secretary – Ellen Thoms
Treasurer – Goldie Schwartz
A big thanks to our Directors
who have agreed to serve
another term.
Michael Bubb
Connie Caldwell
Jill McGuire
Karen Schneider
Dan White

Variegated fritillary (Euptoieta claudia) on
Dogtongue wild buckwheat
(Eriogonum tomentosum)
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Field Trip to Silver Springs State Park - Oct. 22, 2016
By Karen Garren, Photos by Rob Garren
! A crisp chilly day was warmed
!by bright sunshine at Silver Springs
State Park where FNPS Paynes
Prairie Chapter members were met
by Park Services Specialist Jeff
Kneisley. Long-time Florida
residents will remember the tourist
attraction that featured an
amusement park, the “Jungle
Safari” tram ride through caged
animal settings, and the

of exotic pentas have been left for
color and insect value and
because they’re not extremely
invasive. And of course heritage
roses are still scattered
throughout.
! One of the biggest challenges
will be the old rock garden of
several acres. Park service staff
have “challenged” a class of UF
landscaping students to come up

Park Services Specialist Jeff Kneisley shows us the rock garden.

glass-bottom boat rides around the
spring to view wildlife and
submerged statuary remnants of
the Tarzan movies. Well, the boats
are still there but rides are not
included in the $2 park admission
fee. The caged animals are gone
but feral rhesus monkeys can still
be seen along the Silver River. Jeff
walked us around the gardens and
showed us the new native
plantings which included
narrowleaf silkgrass (Pityopsis
graminifolia) and muhly grass
(Muhlenbergia capillaris). Plantings

with long-term plans for the several
acres. Jeff envisions a mix of
shrubby, treed areas with sunny
open lawns framed by herbaceous
plants suitable for picnicking. After
walking by the huge old graceful
pavilion where lines of people used
to wait for boat rides, Jeff pointed
out areas where buildings had
been removed and would be years
in soil preparation for more diverse
landscaping. He then gave us
directions to the Sand Hill Trail and
Ross Allen Museum access- ed
from the north entrance.

! Several of us continued
botanizing down the Creek Trail
loop to see their restoration efforts.
Impressive amounts of land
clearing combined with judicious
use of herbicides on the north side
of the mile long trail allowed
comparison to the dense
overgrowth and extensive invasive
exotic plants on the south side.
We learned several new invasive
ferns.
! The cleared northern side, a
kind of mesic hammock with
southern magnolia (Magnolia
grandiflora), pignut hickory (Carya
glabra), ironwood (Carpinus
caroliniana), cabbage palms (Sabal
palmetto) and beautiful swamp
chestnut (Quercus michauxii) and
live oaks (Quercus virginiana),
understory spangled with shrubs of
rouge plant (Rivina humilis), and
beggarticks (Bidens alba),
butterflies flitted around including a
beautiful Painted Lady (Vanessa
cardui), probably a male, which
was chilled sufficiently (con’t Page 5)

Rouge plant (Rivina humilis)
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Silver Springs FT report
(continued from Page 4)

to give great photo ops! We
wound our way back along the
main spring run and from there
down to the magnificent boardwalk
through riverine swamp hammock
with gorgeous needle palms
(Rhapidophyllum hystrix)!
! Our general program and
subsequent field trip to Silver
Springs State Park focused on the
plant community restoration efforts
in the park and did not address the
deteriorated water quality
conditions within this unique,
highest volume spring discharge in
the world. One of the information
kiosks provided a bit of graphic
information in this respect.
Groundwater withdrawal amounts
are difficult to monitor and aquifer

Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui)

reserves difficult to estimate but
the permitting process by local and

state agencies continues
unabated. Agricultural fertilization,
cattle operations, and neighborhoods on septic tanks all contribute
to nutrient loadings which promote
algal growth which then reduces
native aquatic plant and animal
diversity. Long-time Florida
residents will remember the white
marl sand spring run bottoms with
meadows of eel grass and dense
schools of fish. We were lucky
enough to see an otter darting
along the shoreline but the
haunting calls of limpkins were not
heard. If you have children or
grandchildren that would
appreciate this treasured
ecosystem, please consider
voicing opinions to the Florida Park
Service, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, and St.
John’s River Water Management
District.

Silver Springs panorama

In Memoriam: Bill Partington
February 3, 1928 - October 14, 2016
William M. “Bill” Partington was a founding member of the
Florida Native Plant Society (Tarflower Chapter) and a
champion for Florida’s natural environment. He was
Director of FNPS from 1979-1985. During that time,
membership grew from 6 people to over a 1000. Bill
Partington was well known for publishing an annual
“calamity calendar” in the 1990s, featuring cartoonists
that made fun of Florida’s gator attacks, hurricanes, and
overcrowding. He wrote many articles and took photos for

the Florida Audubon Society, New York Geological
Society, Wilderness Society magazine, several wildlife
books, and numerous columns on the environmental
impact of the Cross Florida Barge Canal (now called the
Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway). Bill
graduated from Williams College in Williamstown,
Massachusetts in 1960 with a bachelor’s degree in
Biology. In 1991 Williams College awarded Bill their
coveted bicentennial award in distinguished career
achievement. In 2000, FNPS presented Bill with the
society’s highest award, the Mentor Award for his tireless
conservation activism.
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Yard Visit (con’t from Page 4)
taste the sparkleberries - not so
great. These plants are accompanied by southern red oak (Quercus
falcata), pineywoods dropseed
(Sporobolus junceus), wiregrass
(Aristida stricta), yellow indiangrass,
lopsided indiangrass, Spanish
needles (Bidens bipinnata), snakeroot (Ageratina sp.), Carolina wooly
white (Hymenopappus scabiosaeus),
spiderwort (Tradescantia ohiensis),
horsemint (Monarda punctata),
coralbean (Erythrina herbacea), little
bluestem (Sabal minor), ground
cherry (Physalis sp.), devil’s walking
stick (Aralia spinosa), false rosemary
(Conradina canescens), narrowleaf
silkgrass (Pityopsis graminifolia), and
another large wild olive. Throughout
are planted longleaf pine, and there
is actually one area of longleaf that
probably was never pastured or
logged.
!
Neighbor Dave Dorman is with
us, and shows us cages where he is
experimenting with growing milkweed
seeds: Asclepias humistrata, A.
tuberosa, and A. verticillata - yes,
growing them for the seed that is
produced - as many as 50 seeds per
pod! As he points out a Florida
spinypod (Matelea floridana) twining
on a stubborn mimosa tree (Albizia
julibrissin), he tells us how the
milkweed chemical, cardiac
glycoside, has been used by
indigenous people for poison darts.
!
We come to an area that was
burned in July of 2015, and here we

Lady lupine (Lupinus villosus)
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October 2016 Plant Identification Workshop
Submitted by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name
Acmella oppositifolia var. repens
Agalinis purpurea
Cantinoa mutabilis
Crotalaria lanceolata
Dyschoriste oblongifolia
Euthamia caroliniana
Ipomoea cairica†
Ludwigia octovalvis
Myrica cerifera
Photinia pyrifolia
Prunus umbellata
Scoparia dulcis
Spermacoce verticillata

Common Name
OPPOSITELEAF SPOTFLOWER,
PURPLE FALSE FOXGLOVE
TROPICAL BUSHMINT
LANCELEAF RATTLEBOX
OBLONGLEAF TWINFLOWER; OBLONGLEAF SNAKEHERB
SLENDER FLATTOP GOLDENROD
MILE-A-MINUTE VINE
MEXICAN PRIMROSEWILLOW
SOUTHERN BAYBERRY; WAX MYRTLE
RED CHOKEBERRY
FLATWOODS PLUM; HOG PLUM
SWEETBROOM; LICORICEWEED
SHRUBBY FALSE BUTTONWEED

Family
Asteraceae
Orobanchaceae
Lamiaceae
Fabaceae
Acanthaceae
Asteraceae
Convolvulaceae
Onagraceae
Myricaceae
Rosaceae
Rosaceae
Plantaginaceae
Rubiaceae

†Mile-a-minute

vine is a non-native, often
invasive species which occurs in a number of
places worldwide including the Gulf Coastal
states of the US. While not listed by the
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC),
it is nonetheless a potentially weedy taxon
that can become locally abundant.
We extend gratitude to all those who
participated in the plant ID workshop. The
workshop is intended to be educational and is not a plant ID service.
Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”
(http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/) unless otherwise noted.
see coastalplain honeycombhead
(Balduina angustifolia), Britton’s
beargrass (Nolina brittoniana),
chinquapin (Castanea pumila),
skyblue lupine, Elliot’s bluestem
(Andropogon gyrans), deertongue
(Carphephorus corymbosus),
buckwheat (Eriogonum tomentosum), summer farewell (Dalea
pinnata), palifox, lovegrass, and on a
very elderly live oak are two amazing
ferns, rabbit foot and shoestring
(Vittaria lineata).
!
At this point some of us had to
leave but the rest of us are treated to
a ride on the golfcart-and-trailer rig
(see photo) to restoration further
west, including the Boulware Springs
sandhill restoration efforts. Flamingo
Hammock and other private property
owners on whose land we toured
have partnered with the City of
Gainesville, Alachua County and the

St. Johns River Water Management
District, to share knowledge, take
fieldtrips to review progress, and
even provide hands-on support for
restoration and fire efforts.
!
Many thanks to Doug and Sue
and all the folks of Flamingo
Hammock and their partners who are
re-creating much needed wildlife
habitat and preserving some of old
Florida for future generations.

Gayfeather (Liatris sp.)

Statu
Nativ
Nativ
Nativ
Not Na
Nativ
Nativ
Not Na
Nativ
Nativ
Nativ
Nativ
Nativ
Not Na

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Can you grow Rhexia
from seed?
You could win $100 worth
of plants from Notestein’s
Nursery if you are the first
to propagate Rhexia, our
namesake, from seed. You
will need to grow several flats of four inch pots in time
for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to
qualify. Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107.

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

Paynes Prairie Chapter
of the Florida Native Plant Society
Please join us for these upcoming events!
The Mission of the Florida
Native Plant Society is to
promote the preservation,
conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native
plant communities of Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability
for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora,
especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and
policies that preserve Florida's native plant
heritage.

Tuesday, November 15, 7:00 p.m.
General Meeting
Native Plants & Beneficial Insects:
Key to Sustainable Landscapes
Come early for the Plant ID Workshop at 6:15
See Page 1 for more details

Saturday, November 19, 9:30 a.m.
Field Trip
Cedar Lakes Woods & Gardens, Williston
Meet onsite or to carpool from Gainesville call
352-371-0008 or email iluvfla@cox.net by Nov. 17th
See Page 1 for more info and directions

Saturday, December 10, 9:00 a.m.
Carl’s Garden Workday
Kanapaha Veterans Memorial Park
See Page 2 for more details

