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April General Meeting
Bridging the Gap
Between Horticulture and Ecology
Michael E. Kane
Plant Restoration, Conservation and Propagation
Biotechnology Program, University of Florida

7:00 pm, Tuesday, April 18, 2017
Come early for the Plant ID Workshop at 6:15

Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605
!

Restoring ecological function to degraded or
destroyed habitats is typically accomplished through
extensive planting and successful establishment of native
herbaceous and woody plant species. The primary
sources of plants have been donor populations or nursery
propagated stock, but limitations exist for both sources.
Significant ecological degradation resulting from over

Yard Visit: April 22, 2017
By Connie Caldwell
!
On April 22, we’ll be touring Wilma and John
Gordon’s yard in northwest Gainesville. We’ll be
treated to a delightful landscape with lots of flowering
natives, many of them in a 50 X 70 foot meadow, as
well as native ferns, shrubs, trees, vines, and
grasses.
!
All are welcome to join us on the tour. If you’re
not already on the list to receive information about
our yard visits, contact Connie Caldwell at
cnncldwll@gmail.com and we’ll add you to the list.
Or, email Connie for directions. For carpooling, meet
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collection from many donor populations has increased
reliance on nursery propagated plants, but reliable
availability of plant material of local provenance is a major
concern. Many challenges exist to successfully develop
horticultural practices for species level conservation and
habitat restoration that are both commercially viable and
ecologically sound. These challenges include the lack of
procedures for ensuring maintenance of genetic diversity
within nursery propagated plants, long-term storage of
the required diverse genotypes, and accurate delineation
of plant provenance that minimize the potential use of
poorly adapted ecotypes and resultant negative effects
on ecological structure, function and stability. In vitro
ecology is a developing discipline that adheres to sound
ecological concepts through practical application of in
vitro plant technologies to select, propagate, maintain,
and store natural genetic diversity for the purposes of
plant species level conservation and restoration. In vitro
ecology studies have proven useful in providing solutions
to issues related to the horticultural production of native
plants. The validity and global application of this
approach will be described using results of laboratory,
greenhouse, and field research with native wetland,
coastal dune and orchid plant species.
at 8:30 AM at the southwest corner of the Fresh
Market shopping center, NW 23rd Avenue and 43rd
Street.

Yard Visit: May 6, 2017
!

Our May yard visit will be at the home of Dr.
David Hall in northwest Gainesville. Dr. Hall
describes his yard as "a collector's garden. The list
of plants is almost 10 pages: many, many natives
and many exotics on almost 4 acres. Most plants are
in organized beds." What a treat for us! We'll be
there from 9 to 11 AM on Saturday, May 6. Contact
Connie at cnncldwll@gmail.com for address. See you
there!
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April Field Trip:
Morningside Nature Park
Saturday, April 15, 11:30 a.m.

!
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mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net

Director
Michael Bubb

Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu

Director
Dan White

dtwhite.gville@gmail.com

Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren! !

! Participants will enjoy the spectacular spring
wildflower bloom in the piney woods of Morningside
Nature Center during a guided walk. The Jean
Dorney Memorial Wildflower Walk at Morningside
Nature Center begins at 11:30 at the Pavillion. Wear
comfortable walking shoes; bring water and field
guides you would like to use. These walks are
courtesy of a grant from the Friends of Nature Parks
in honor of charter member Jean Dorney.
! Jean, a Texas native, moved her family to
Gainesville in 1972. She quickly became involved
with the Alachua Audubon Society and was a
founding member of Friends of Nature Parks.
Through the years, Jean was an active advocate of
adult education programs at the nature parks and
participated in many wildflower walks and natural
history classes. Click on the link for information on
how to become a member of Friends of Nature
Parks.Take a WALK on the WILDflower side with us!

iluvfla@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers! !

ahlers.karen@gmail.com

Membership Chair
Goldie Schwartz!

afn49@mindspring.com!

352-495-3983

Plant Rescue
Jamie Barichivich! m.terrapin@gmail.com!

352-375-1972

Plant ID
Paul Cohen!

!

paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoocom

Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com
Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to
use his photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of
Wesley’s images at https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more
of Peter’s work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm
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Summary of Field Trip to Ravine Gardens State Park and Waterworks
Environmental Education Center, Palatka
by Karen Garren with photos by Rob Garren

! Two years ago I visited
Ravine Gardens State Park in
Palatka with the Florida Trail
Association. At that time the
Gardens were undergoing
renovation and restoration. On
the FNPS March field trip, even
with the web-site caveat of staff
still cleaning up from last
summer’s storm damages, I was
eager to see how the plantings
had fared. Disappointment!
! Since the trail map graphic
was difficult to read, as we
headed along what we thought
was the Springs Trail, we
encountered a dead end. Thank
you, Bill, for straightening us out!
Properly oriented, most of our
botanizing focused on small
weeds but there were lovely
native pignut hickories (Carya
glabra) and live oaks. We were
dismayed to see the extent of
queen palm (Syagrus
romazoffiana) infestation. At

ravine crossings we found flimsy
railing barriers at the boardwalk
bridges but clambered around
them. Erosion on one ravine
slope has left an ugly scar from
bluff top to the creek floodplain
over fifty feet below. I debated
with the others the best way to
deal with it; I think a wall should
be constructed below the bridge,
backfilled to grade, and then
re-planted with soil-holding tree
and shrub species.
! Once we rounded the curve
of the ravine, the stabilizing
planks disappeared and the trail
developed a precarious slope. I
thank fortune that this write-up
doesn’t include an account of
how someone tumbled downhill!
The ravine itself was chock full
with impenetrable bamboo
groves of which about 10% have
been cut and laid in dense piles,
ostensibly to improve the vista.
! On a positive note, we had

the trail to ourselves. Michael
“rescued” a lovely bromeliad in
flower and reinstalled it into a
suitable tree. Joe caught up with
us coming the other way. We
hiked down to the Reflecting Pool
with its artesian spring pipes and
found lovely wetland marsh
plants including Ludwigia and
elderberry (Sambucus canadensis). We then took stone steps
up to the road, returning to the
entrance and finding a butterfly
garden with native and nonnative plants and a charming
gazebo.
! The historical Civilian
Conservation Corps’ development of many of Florida’s state
parks has left a legacy of trails,
walls, bridges, and structures that
have sturdily withstood the
ravages of tourists and time.
Ravine Gardens has a lovely
limestone obelisk in the style of
the Washington Monument as
well as pillars resembling the
Court of States. The front of the
trail drops down stone steps to
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Palatka field trip
(continued from page 4)

several stone paved terraces,
one with a fountain pool. Stone
steps were available throughout
for easy access to the ravineencircling paved road. I fear that
state budget constraints have
hampered upkeep and
maintenance of the gardens.
! After a quick lunch at
Magnolia Café in charming
downtown Palatka, we met
biologist Dick Franz at the old
Palatka Waterworks which is
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now being converted to an
educational center. He
introduced us to volunteers
Carol, Sandy, and Palmer. The
old pump house now features
historical machinery, artifacts,
and a huge wall-sized poster
mural of Florida’s hydrologic
cycle and humans’ uses and
impacts. Other buildings will be
renovated into classrooms and
research labs. Informational
display kiosks talk about the
facility’s history and wetland and
upland restoration efforts. What
were originally sand-filtration
cells for water treatment are
being both planted and allowed
to naturally regrow with a great
variety of marsh plant species.
Some of the species we
observed included spotted water
hemlock (Cucuta maculata),
swamp dock (Rumex
verticillatus), broadleaf
arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia),
spatterdock (Nuphar luteum),
sand cordgrass (Spartina
bakeri), broadleaf cattail (Typha
latifolia), Mexican primrosewillow
(Ludwigia octovalvis), groundsel
tree (Baccharis halimifolia), false
nettle (Boehmeria cylindrica),
and numerous others.

! A bridge over the original
brick channel leading the creek
to the St. John’s River was
shaded by a beautiful red
mulberry (Morus rubra). One
slope was just allowed to grow
with wild weeds and hosted
many butterflies and diverse
pollinator species. Almost a half
acre at the hill top has been
“fenced off” with planks and
trenched-in ground cloth, planted
with upland species including
longleaf pine and features three
female gopher tortoises! Also on
the waterworks grounds is the
Puc Puggy loop nature trail
which is a section of the Bartram
historical trail situated on both
land and water – I managed to
procure a map of the trail which
details a number of potential
hikes and paddle trips. Overall,
a very exciting and inspirational
facility is being developed by the
devoted volunteers at the
Palatka Waterworks Environmental Education Center. I am
sure we will visit it again soon.
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TREE FEST
We'd like you to help us plant some trees!
! Solar Impact and Swamp Head
Brewery are teaming up again for
Tree Fest, an annual event hosted at
Swamp Head Brewery around Earth
Day and Arbor Day. Tree Fest is a
unique event with a simple purpose:
raise money to plant trees in
Alachua County.
! How it works: 5 trees will be
planted for every beer purchased

Plant ID Workshop for March 2017
By Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name
Plant Raffle
Helianthus resinosus
Monarda punctata
Piloblephis rigida
Rosa palustris
Solidago odora Aiton var.
chapmanii
Solidago sp. (sterile)
Verbesina virginica
Vernonia gigantea

Common Name

Family

Status

RESINDOT SUNFLOWER
SPOTTED BEEBALM
WILD PENNYROYAL
SWAMP ROSE
CHAPMAN'S GOLDENROD

Asteraceae
Lamiaceae
Lamiaceae
Rosaceae
Asteraceae

Native
Native
Native
Native
Native

GOLDENROD
WHITE CROWNBEARD; FROSTWEED
GIANT IRONWEED

Asteraceae
Asteraceae
Asteraceae

Native
Native
Native

Cyperaceae

Descurainia pinnata
Diospyros virginiana
Lamium amplexicaule

YELLOW NUTGRASS; CHUFA
FLATSEDGE
WESTERN TANSYMUSTARD
COMMON PERSIMMON
HENBIT DEADNETTLE

Lespedeza bicolor

SHRUBBY LESPEDEZA

Fabaceae

Linaria canadensis

CANADIAN TOADFLAX

Stachys floridana

FLORIDA HEDGENETTLE; FLORIDA
BETONY
TEXAS VERVAIN

Plantaginace
ae
Lamiaceae

Not
Native
Native
Native
Not
Native
Not
Native
Native

Plant ID Workshop
cf. Cyperus esculentus (sterile)†

Verbena officinalis subsp. halei

Brassicaceae
Ebenaceae
Lamiaceae

Verbenaceae

Native
Native

† Having the choice between yellow nutgrass (Cyperus esculentus) and purple nutgrass
(Cyperus rotundus), we went with the former since the leaves were smaller and not as
basally disposed as in purple nutgrass.
We extend gratitude to all those who participated. The workshop is intended to be
educational not a plant ID service. Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular
Plants” http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/

during the event, and 20
trees for every Tree Fest
T-Shirt bought, and all
sponsor donations will go
towards additional plantings.
The trees are native
year-old longleaf pines and
will be planted by Alachua
Conservation Trust at the
Little Orange Creek
Preserve near Hawthorne,
Florida. Longleaf pines
once dominated the
landscape in Florida, and
these forests are gradually
being restored through
community efforts like this.
! Tree Fest is free to
attend! The event features
food trucks, family-friendly
activities, and of course,
Swamp Head beer. From
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.,
Bouncin' Big will have free
bounce houses for kids, and
several community partners
will be tabling and offering
some activities. At 5 p.m.,
live music starts and
continues for the rest of the
event.
WHERE
Swamp Head Brewery
3650 SW 42nd Ave.
Gainesville, FL 32608
WHEN
Saturday, April 15th
12:00 noon - 11:00 p.m.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Can you grow Rhexia
from seed?
You could win $100 worth
of plants from Notestein’s
Nursery if you are the first
to propagate Rhexia, our
namesake, from seed. You
will need to grow several flats of four inch pots in time
for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to
qualify. Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107.

This space available!
Promote your business be a Chapter sponsor!
Eight issues for only $100
Contact Goldie at afn49@mindspring.com

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

Paynes Prairie Chapter
of the Florida Native Plant Society
The Mission of the Florida
Native Plant Society is to
promote the preservation,
conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native
plant communities of Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability
for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora,
especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and
policies that preserve Florida's native plant
heritage.

Please join us for these upcoming events!
Spring Native Plant Sale
Friday, April 14, 2017 (members only)
Saturday, April 15, 2017
See Page 3 for more information

Field Trip: Wildflower Walk
Morningside Nature Center, Gainesville
11:30 AM, Saturday, April 15, 2017
See Page 2 for more info

General Meeting:
Tuesday, April 18, 7:00 p.m.
Bridging the Gap Between Horticulture and Ecology
Michael E. Kane
Come early for the Plant ID Workshop at 6:15
See Page 1 for more information

Yard Visits
9:00-11:00 am, April 22, 2017 - Gordon
9:00-11:00 am, May 6, 2017 - Hall
See Page 1 for more information

