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March General Meeting
Discoveries on the Ft. Gates Ferry Road

Richard “Dick” Franz
Emeritus Associate Scientist, Museum of Natural History
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! In the spring of 2015, Dick Franz was part of a 
group of seven local naturalists that explored a 7.2 
mile stretch of the Ft. Gates Ferry Road (FR 29) in 
the Ocala National Forest. This sand road exemplifies 
a continuous transect through three prominent 
pineland landscapes that the Bartrams experienced 
during their treks in North Florida. They began at the 
edge of the St. Johns River, barely five feet above 
sea level and followed it as it ascends sand ridges to 
about 100 feet near the town of Salt Springs.
! Richard Franz grew up in Baltimore City where as 
a high school student he fell in with a bunch of 
naturalists from the Maryland Natural History Society.  
Dick traveled with them to Alabama, Kentucky, and 
Florida, chasing herps, catching crayfish, and 
exploring caves. As part of his graduate work at the 
University of Montana, he investigated the natural 
history of tailed frogs. He moved on to the University 
of Florida in 1970, taking a faculty position at the 
Florida Museum of Natural History where he spent his 
career studying snakes, tortoises, cave crayfishes, 
and fossil reptiles. Dick retired from UF in 2008, after 
spending 25 years on the Ordway Preserve. 
Following his retirement, Dick has continued with his 
passions for fossil tortoises, while developing new 
interests in Bartram plants.

! Requiem for the Fort Gates Ferry Road, by Richard 
Franz, follows a 7.2 mile journey ascending from the Ft 
Gates ferry landing on the St. Johns River, up the ferry 
road with side-trips through surrounding habitat, and on 
to Salt Springs. The essay, addressed fondly to 
pioneering conservationist Archie Carr, begins with 
remembrance of youthful discovery. He shares the news 
of a project with the “gang of seven” who have begun to 
“inventory plants, animals, and cultural resources” of the 
wilderness area. 
! Field notes from March to 2 July 2015 are recorded 
in addendum to the letter. A brief history of the area and 
a description of the unique ferry are provided. A 
“disturbance in the force” involving proposed changes to 
the Ft. Gates Ferry Road, is recorded on 15 May. 
! Rich details in the field notes are likely to spur

(Continued on Page 2)

Requiem for the Ft. Gates Ferry Road
Review originally published February 2016 in the 
Green Gazette, newsletter of the Putnam County 
Environmental Council. Reprinted with permission

Driving east on the Ft. Gates Ferry Road toward the ferry. 
Photo by Sandy Kokernoot
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Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are 
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication 
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

 curiosity, armchair exploration, and field trips. What does 
a Northern Parula look like? How many unique sand pine 
landscapes are there? How big is a mosquito fish? 
Hatpins – strobli - Victorian architecture - who was Laura 
and how do I find her lake? 
! Through discussion, conjecture and occasional comic 
events, the seven naturalists also record their own place 
in the habitat. The path from youthful exuberance to 
mature environmental responsibility is evident when Franz 
circles back to Salt Springs and the celebratory end to the 
project. 
! Requiem is an engaging tool for understanding the 
critical importance and value of the Ft. Gates Ferry Road 
section of the Ocala National Forest. 
! Click here to access the complete article: Requiem for 
the Fort Gates Ferry Road, by Richard Franz, Emeritus 
Associate Scientist, Florida Museum of Natural History, 
Journal of Florida Studies, Volume 1, Issue 4, 2015. 

Review (Continued from Page 1)

Field Trip: March 24, 2018 
Ft. Gates Ferry Road 

with Dick Franz and David Hall

! “It will be a drive on a sand road with frequent stops" 
to look at habitats and plants species...bears, scrub 
lizards, scrub jays, and gopher tortoises,” says Dick 
Franz. 
! Meet Dick and Dave at the Salt Springs Square at 
the corner of SR 316 and US 19 at 9:00 a.m. There, 
trippers will be combined into as few cars as possible. 
There is plenty of safe parking at this location. 
! We’ll be back around noon and suggest lunch at the 
Square Meal restaurant. 
! Folks wishing to carpool, please meet at the Pearl 
Grocery and Gas Store on Hwy 441 at the stop light in 
Micanopy at 8:00.  

Lake Laura photo by Sandy Kokernoot

http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
http://www.journaloffloridastudies.org/files/vol0104/04Franz.pdf
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! Spring 2018 is popping out all over and our thoughts are 
starting to turn to replacing those plants lost during our very 
cold winter. The Spring Native Plant Sale offers an excellent 
opportunity to find the right native plant to replace those dead 
exotics or replenish our brown yards with more greenery. 
! On Friday, April 13, there’s only good luck for members of 
the Florida Native Plant Society (any chapter) or Friends of 
Nature Parks who are able to shop early for the best bargains 
(it is possible to join or renew at the sale). Then on Saturday, 
April 14, the public is invited to enjoy live music, two guided 
nature walks, free landscaping advice, and a large selection 
of native plants from which to choose. 
! Want to volunteer? We need people to help out at the 
Park-a-Plant or Cashier positions. Contact Lisa Jelks at 
jelkslg@gmail.com. Come on out to enjoy this beautiful 
Spring, the company of fellow plant lovers, and meet potential 
new FNPS members. Friday’s sale runs 4:30–6:30 pm, and 
Saturday is from 8:30 am–12:30 pm at Morningside Nature 
Center (3540 E. University Avenue). Hope to see you there!

Spring Native Plant Sale 
April 13-14 

Morningside Nature Park, Gainesville

Berkelman Yard Tour, Melrose
March 17, 2018

 Our first yard tour of this spring will be hosted by Laura 
Berkelman at her home in Melrose.  Her property was 
formerly a plant nursery so there are a lot of camellias, 
azaleas, and other exotics.  Laura is gradually working to 
replace these with Florida natives, so we'll be seeing a 
work in progress.  We'll be able to encourage her and 
maybe even be helpful.
 The tour will be on Saturday, March 17, beginning at 9 
AM.  For directions, contact Connie Caldwell at 
cnncldwll@gmail.com, or meet for carpooling at 8:15 AM at 
the Publix parking lot, NW 13th St. and 39th Ave., northeast 
corner.

! An invitation to tell the folks at Frog Drinks (more 
about Frog Drinks next time) about our chapter 
spurred an online discussion and someone suggested 
that our membership might also like to know about our 
mission and donation history. 
! We all know that the mission of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is to “promote the preservation, 
conservation and restoration of the native plants and 
native plant communities of Florida.”  We do that. But 
we also help other like-minded groups in achieving 
their goals.  For example, last year we made a 
donation to the Florida Association of Native Nurseries 
(FANN). This is a statewide network of independently 
owned and operated native plant nurseries and 
landscape and environmental professionals. The 
FANN mission is to grow, plant, and promote native 
plants for sustainable Real Florida. 
! We also made a donation to the Putnam Land 
Conservancy, Inc. to help in the purchase of an 
important wildlife corridor in Putnam County. The land 
bridge is designated as part of the Florida Wildlife 
Corridor. Creating a corridor in which wildlife can travel 
(and mix) is important for the health of the gene pool. 
! Next on the list was a donation to help with the 
organization of the annual Florida Native Plant Society 
Conference which was in River Ranch Florida.  By the 
way, this year’s conference is at the Miccosukee 
Resort and Conference Center in Miami May 17 -20. 
This is always a great event and brings together native 
plant enthusiasts and naturalists and scientists from all 
over the state.
! Back in Gainesville, we continued our traditional 
donation to the Great Invader Raider Rally. This was 
formally known as the Great Air Potato Round-up and 
due to the voracious appetite of the air potato beetles 
was renamed the Great Invader Raider Rally.  Last 
year, 640 eager participants removed over 7,000 
pounds of invasive plant material and 350 pounds of 
trash from more than 25 sites throughout Gainesville’s 
natural areas and parks. We donated again this year 
but I don’t have the stats at the moment.
! And lastly for 2017 we made a contribution 
towards the FNPS sponsored Facebook program 
“Save the Habitat from Bull Dozers.”
! On the ground running in 2018 our chapter visited 
and made a donation to the Ashton Biodiversity & 
Preservation Institute (ABPRI) near Williston.   ABPRI 
is a private, non-profit conservation area and research

(Continued on Page 6)

Paynes Prairie Chapter.... 
                helping Florida stay real
By Mark Elliott, President

mailto:jelkslg@gmail.com
mailto:jelkslg@gmail.com
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The February outing, attended by about a 
dozen Native Plant Society members, was a tour of the 
University of Florida’s Plant Propagation Laboratory 
conducted by Dr. Michael Kane.  At this 
grant-supported facility, faculty and students research 
agricultural, ornamental, and Florida native plants 
micro-propagation through tissue culture and cloning.  
The mission is to provide students with practical 
hands-on experience.  They are interested in plants 
with economic value, the up and coming is Cannabis 
which is sweeping the country.  As part of the UF 
Department of Environmental Horticulture, their 
programs include the Plant Restoration and 
Conservation Horticulture Research Consortium.  
Another course offered is in Plant Ecology, Plant ID, 
Propagation, and Landscape Uses.
! For our introductory presentation, we were 
conducted to a clean room lab encircled with running 
laminar-flow hoods which 
made conversation difficult 
but Dr. Kane used a 
microphone and everyone 
spoke up.  We were given 
handouts on an overview 
of the micro-propagation 
process: from a donor 
plant with desired 
characteristics, the very tip 
of the growing meristem is 
excised, washed in bleach, 
fragmented and cultured 
on propagation media to 
produce dozens of shoots 
from which more plants 
can be cloned.  This is 
effective at producing huge 
quantities of reliably similar 
cultivars of desired 
characteristics including 
fruit quality and quantity, 
light and temperature 
tolerances, water/nutrients 
requirements, and flowers’ 
appearance.  An 
interesting discussion 
ensued regarding the 
value of cloning Florida’s 
native plants.  On the plus 

side is the availability of substantial quantities of plants 
for environmental restoration purposes, much more 
than seed-grown plant nurseries can provide, without 
removing more than a few donor plants from 
ecosystems.  One tour participant said he was 
landscaping a storm water retention basin with plants 
native to Florida and found limited availabilities and 
diversity; cloned plants would fit his needs.  A negative 
aspect to micro-propagation of native plants is the 
potential for cross-fertilization of cloned cultivars with 
wild types, essentially contamination resulting in 
reduction of genetic diversity.  My opinion is that both 
methods have value: seed-grown cultivation to 
maintain genetic diversity and micro-propagation for 
commercial quantity of plants.
! We were then shown the propagation room, kept 
on a 16 hour photoperiod and at 22° C.  Dozens of 
steel grate shelving units held trays of boxes and tubes 
with tiny baby plants.  Everyone went “Aw”!  There 
were cultivars of potatoes, caladium, carnations, 
poinsettia, cauliflower, and cactus.  Wetland plants 
included sea oats, sand cordgrass, water milfoil, 
parrot’s feather, sundews and pitcher plants.  Dr. 

Kane’s specialty, on which, 
last year, he gave a 
presentation to the general 
members’ meeting, is 
cultivation and propagation 
from seed of orchids, 
especially the ghost orchid, 
Polyradicion lindenii.  
Propagules have been 
implanted back at the 
Fakahatchee refuge and at 
several botanical gardens.  
The ones at the FMNH 
Butterfly Garden have 
flowered!  Other orchids 
propagated include ribbon, 
clamshell, butterfly, cigar, 
cowhorn, and Calopogon 
pinks.  Dr. Kane’s orchid 
research also involves 
cultivation of symbiotic 
mycorhyzal fungi.  The roles 
fungi play in the 
environment are topics of 
major importance as 
exemplified by the program 
on “Mother Tree” 
ecosystem nurturing at last 
year’s FNPS Conference.

February Field Trip:  Plant Propagation 
Laboratory, University of Florida 

By Karen Garren
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UPDATE:  San Felasco Hammock 
and Hogtown Creek Parks 

Vandalized
By Bob Simons

! In the late 1970s or early 1980s, a pair of ecologists 
from Poland came to stay at my house.  On the border of 
Poland and Belarus, they worked in the largest natural 
hardwood forest in Europe – the Bialowieza Forest – 
which is 548 square miles in size.  Their mission here 
was to find and study a forest that was ecologically 
similar to this last remaining great hardwood forest of 
Europe, and, after searching world-wide, they settled on 
the hardwood forest in San Felasco Hammock.  If they 
had come earlier, in the 1950s or 1960s, they might have 
settled on Gulf Hammock in Levy County or the Big 
Thicket in East Texas, but by 1980, both had been largely 
destroyed by timbering and conversion to managed 
forests of planted pine or other uses.
! In 1980, San Felasco Hammock contained perhaps 
the best remaining example of a naturally functioning low 
elevation temperate hardwood forest.  It was a natural, 
mature, diverse, healthy forest of oak, hickory, ash, elm, 
maple, basswood, sweetgum, southern magnolia, and 
other tree species, all tied together with a diversity of 
large vines dominated by several species of grape vines.
! The abundance of vines was a very good thing for the 
fauna of the forest.  The fruits of grape, Virginia creeper, 
pepper vine, supplejack, and poison ivy served as 
valuable food for various species of mammals and birds, 
the flowers of trumpet creeper and cross vine were 
important for hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies, and 
the tangle of vines and foliage in the tree tops provided 
valuable habitat for nesting and foraging.
! Unfortunately, someone seems to have decided that 
this natural condition of the forest is undesirable.  It has 
been recently discovered that huge numbers of the vines 
in San Felasco Hammock have been intentionally killed 
by cutting on at least several hundred acres.
! My wife and I discovered this assault in April, 2017.  
When asked, the park manager said that they had 
discovered the vine cutting the previous summer, and 
tried but failed to find out who did it or why.  The Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Service Division of Law Enforcement 
attempted to catch the perpetrator in the latter half of 
2017, without success.  I have been working with Florida 
Park Service personnel to try to find how bad the damage 
is and who did it.  So far, it is clear that the vine cutting is 
very extensive, occurring in most of the high quality 
hardwood forest areas of the park that have been 
checked for vine cutting.  On at least a couple hundred 

acres, almost all the vines have been cut and are now 
dead.  When I say almost all of the vines, Erika and I 
could not find a vine that had not been cut on the area 
where we first noticed this damage.  And, unfortunately, 
the damage may be much more extensive than this.  
There are over 3000 acres of upland hardwood forest in 
the park and hundreds more acres of lowland hardwood 
forest.  Most of this has not been checked to see if vines 
have been cut, and at least some vines have been cut on 
all of the areas that have been checked so far.  In 
addition, vines have been cut in Alfred A. Ring Park, and 
from there south in the other city park lands along 
Hogtown Creek.  On 02/01/2018, David Auth and I found 
newly cut vines in San Felasco Hammock; the vandalism 
is continuing.
! Whoever is doing it and for whatever the reason, the 
vine cutting is a very bad thing.  San Felasco Hammock 
will never again be as wild or as natural or as good 
habitat for wildlife as it was just a couple of years ago.  If 
ecologists from Europe (or the University of Florida) want 
to find a low elevation temperate hardwood forest in 
natural condition to study, they may be disappointed.  If a 
swallow-tailed kite raising a family here is searching for a 
lizard or a snake basking in the sun on top of the vine 
tangle in the treetops, its babies may go hungry.  If a flock 
of migrating thrushes or vireos or warblers stops by San 
Felasco Hammock to feed on the fruits of Virginia 
creeper, pepper vine, or poison ivy in the treetops, or on 
the insects that live in this tangle, to fuel their journey 
south in autumn, they may also go hungry.  Last summer, 
birders looking for hooded warblers, which nest in San 
Felasco Hammock, were unable to find these birds north 
of Millhopper Road, where almost all of the vines have 
been cut, but did find them south of Millhopper Road 

(Continued on Page 6)

David Auth examining cut vine. 
Photo by Bob Simons
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Plant ID Workshop for February 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
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Plant ID Workshop for February 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia Iridaceae Native
Gamochaeta pensylvanica Pennsylvania everlasting; Pennsylvania cudweed Asteraceae Not Native
Lepidium virginicum Virginia pepperweed Brassicaceae Native
Rubus trivialis Southern dewberry Rosaceae Native

Native Plant AuctionNative Plant AuctionNative Plant AuctionNative Plant Auction
Aesculus pavia Red buckeye Sapindaceae Native
Cartrema americanum* Wild olive; American devilwood Oleaceae Native
Cercis canadensis Eastern redbud Fabaceae Native
Chionanthus virginicus White fringe tree; Old-man’s beard Oleaceae Native
Cornus florida Flowering dogwood Cornaceae Native
Ilex cassine Dahoon Aquifoliaceae Native
Ilex opaca American holly Aquifoliaceae Native
Ilex vomitoria Yaupon Aquifoliaceae Native
Illicium parviflorum Yellow anisetree; Star anise Schisandraceae Native
Lyonia lucida Fetterbush Ericaceae Native
Muhlenbergia capillaris var. capillaris Hairawn muhly Poaceae Native
Myrcianthes fragrans Twinberry; Simpson’s stopper Myrtaceae Native
Osmunda regalis Royal fern Osmundaceae Native
Spartina bakeri Sand cordgrass Poaceae Native
Vaccinium arboreum Sparkleberry; Farkleberry Ericaceae Native
Viburnum obovatum Walter’s viburnum Adoxaceae Native
We extend gratitude to all those who participated.  The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service. 
Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/)
*According to the website, Cartrema americanum is indicated as the accepted name for Osmanthus americanus.

Paynes Prairie Chapter (Continued from Page 3) 
facility encompassing nearly 100 acres in north central 
Florida. The folks there have a list of items in their mission 
statement but in a nut shell, they maintain and preserve 
the ecosystems that comprise the Preserve that one day 
may become a critical link in the wildlife corridor that we 
talked about earlier. In addition to education and outreach 
they also contribute to knowledge in conservation biology 
of rare and endangered species specifically tortoises. And 
by the way, newly hatched tortoises are pretty cute.
! That pretty much sums up what the Paynes Prairie 
chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society had done in 
the last year or so.  We do good work and help others to 
do the same.

Vine cutting (Continued from Page 5)
where only a small percentage of the vines have been cut.  
Someone has done a very bad deed, and it is one that 
cannot be undone in the span of a human lifetime.  The 
vines are not sprouting back, and the shade of the forest, 
combined with the browsing of deer, are effectively pre- 
venting any new vines or vine sprouts from getting started.
! This needs to stop before even more damage is done.  
If anyone has information about this issue, please contact 
Bob Simons at 352-372-7646 or 
bobgraybeardsimons@gmail.com. If anyone sees vine 
cutting in progress, please call the Wildlife Alert Hotline at 
888-404-3922 or the San Felasco Hammock State Park 
office at 386-462-7905.

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
mailto:bobgraybeardsimons@gmail.com
mailto:bobgraybeardsimons@gmail.com


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Can you grow Rhexia 
from seed?

You could win $100 worth 
of plants from Notestein’s 
Nursery if you are the first 
to propagate Rhexia, our 
namesake, from seed. You 
will need to grow several flats of four inch pots in time 
for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant Sale to 
qualify. Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107.

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.
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Please join us for these 
upcoming events!

Berkelman Yard Tour, Melrose
March 17, 2018

(See Page 3 for details) 

March General Meeting
Ft. Gates Ferry Road

Dick Franz
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
(See Page 1 for details)

March Field Trip
Ft. Gates Ferry Road 

with Dick Franz and David Hall
Saturday, March 24, 2018

(See Page 2 for details)
 

Spring Native Plant Sale
April 13-14

(See Page 3 for details)

The Mission of the 
Florida Native Plant 
Society is to promote 
the preservation, 
conservation, and 
restoration of the 
native plants and 

native plant communities of Florida.

The Society fulfills this mission through:

• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat 

suitability for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native 

flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping 

practices and policies that preserve 
Florida's native plant heritage.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick 
for permission to use his photo, Sunrise at Paynes 
Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images 
at https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia 
photo. See more of Peter’s work at 
http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Spring 
Native Plant Sale

Morningside 
Nature Center

3540 E. University Ave. 
Gainesville

EXCLUSIVE 
Members Only Sale

Friday, 13 April 
4:30 – 6:30 pm

(memberships 
available at the gate)

Public Sale
Saturday, 14 April 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm
Cash, checks, and credit 

cards accepted

Volunteers needed
Just one or two hours 

Friday or Saturday 
Park-a-Plant or 

FNPS booth
You don’t have 
to be an expert! 

Contact Lisa Jelks at 
jelkslg@gmail.com


