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! Our May meeting will be a screening of “Florida’s 
Forgotten Coast: Return to Wild Florida”. This is the 
sequel to Florida’s Wildlife Corridor, a documentary 
about three friends who traveled through wild Florida 
from the Everglades to I-4.
! Following in the footsteps of a wandering Florida 
black bear, the trio again leaves civilization and 
enters a lost American wilderness on a rugged 
thousand-mile journey by foot, paddle and bike. 
Traversing Florida's vast and seldom seen 
"Forgotten Coast," the expedition encounters 
stunning and rare wildlife including black bears, 
manatees, alligators, ancient river fish and 
endangered woodpeckers - all living within a fragile 
wildlife corridor stretching from the Everglades to the 
Florida-Alabama border.
! In this magical place, where time seems to stand 
still, the stuff of legends is real: crystalline natural 
springs provide a refuge for mermaids (West Indian 
manatees). In the murky backwaters living dinosaur 
fish (alligator gar) still ambush their prey. While 
offshore in the Gulf of Mexico, dolphins dance as the 
oyster harvest continues the way it has for millennia. 
And inside one of the most rare forest habitats on 
Earth, a winged phoenix, the red-cockaded 
woodpecker, is reclaiming its ancestral home.

 Susan will share with you her special passion 
for Florida's medicinal and edible weeds. We will 
examine the important physical and medicinal 
characteristics of the plants and will meet a few of 
the important medicinal plant families. These 
common plants – both native and non-native – are 
under our feet, over our heads, and by our sides.
 Saturday May 12, 9am, Boulware Springs 
Park, 3420 SE 15th Street, Gainesville, FL 
32641.
 Meet at the picnic tables next to the pump 
house. We will walk around the spring and on the 
side trails in the area.
 Directions: From the intersection of East 
University Avenue and Waldo Road, proceed east. 
At the next signal, bear right onto SE Hawthorne 
Road (Hwy 20). At the next signal, turn right (south) 
on SE 15th Street. Proceed 2 miles. You will see 
the park on your right. Go past the first entrance 
(parking for the rail trail) and turn right at the sign 
for Boulware Springs Water Works into the shaded 
parking area.

Field Trip: Saturday, May 12
Walking Over Medicine: Florida's 
Medicinal and Edible Wild Plant

with Susan Marynowski

! But all is not as it seems. Time does not stand 
still – and it may be running out for the wild 
inhabitants of this place, unless the expedition team 
can show the path to “return to wild Florida.” On the 
wind, in the waves, through the trees, and under 
the stars, "The Forgotten Coast" offers us a chance 
not just to look back in time but to look forward to a 
future filled with new hope. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=3420+SE+15th+Street,+Gainesville,+FL+32641&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3420+SE+15th+Street,+Gainesville,+FL+32641&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3420+SE+15th+Street,+Gainesville,+FL+32641&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3420+SE+15th+Street,+Gainesville,+FL+32641&entry=gmail&source=g
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Paynes Prairie Chapter Contact List

President
Mark Elliott! ! markelliott1955@gmail.com 
Vice President
Karen Garren! ! iluvfla@cox.net
Secretary
Ellen Thoms! ! ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com
Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-562-3831
Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers ! ! sandi@bbos.com
Director
Connie Caldwell! cnncldwll@gmail.com
Director
Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoo.com
Director
Jill McGuire! ! mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Director
Michael Bubb   Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu
Director
Dan White   dtwhite.gville@gmail.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren! ! iluvfla@cox.net
Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers! ! ahlers.karen@gmail.com
Membership Chair
Goldie Schwartz! afn49@mindspring.com! 352-562-3831
Plant Rescue
Jamie Barichivich! m.terrapin@gmail.com! 352-375-1972
Plant ID
Paul Cohen! ! paulcohen2002@yahoo.com
Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider! karenks98@yahoocom
Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com

Chapter Website " www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are 
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication 
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

NATIVE PLANT YARD VISITS:  
LET’S GET READY FOR FALL!

By Connie Caldwell

! On our native plant yard visits we learn from each 
other about growing native plants.  We’ve all been 
purchasing them and planting them and so we all have 
experiences (good or not!) to share.  It’s fun and 
instructive for each of us to see how others are using 
natives.  
! All members are welcome on these yard visits.  You 
can bring friends too; it’s a way to share our own enthusi- 
asm and show folks why we’re crazy about these plants.  
! And, any member is welcome to invite us to their 
yard.  This is not a “showplace” kind of yard tour.  Our 
yards are not expected to be perfect.  Rather, it’s a 
learning opportunity for all of us.
! So, we’ll be looking for a yard or two to visit in the 
fall, probably in September or October.  
! Would you like to share your yard with us?  If so, or if 
you have questions, contact Connie Caldwell at 
cnncldwll@gmail.com.

New chapter t-shirts available
By Lisa Jelks

! It’s taken a few years but we finally have a new 
t-shirt design for our chapter. We debuted the shirts at 
the Spring Native Plant Sale and they were a huge hit! 
They will be available for purchase at the May 
general meeting. 
! We have two styles: Women’s “Sky” (note, they run 
small) and Unisex “Earth”. The shirts are a result of a 
design by Howard Jelks and Atlas Screen Printing and 
are $15 each. They are made of 100% cotton algodan 
so they are softer than normal.
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! The Spring 2018 Native Plant Sale was 13-14 April. Twice a year we 
have the opportunity not only to help the City of Gainesville and Friends 
of Nature Parks finance their environmental programs, but to spread the 
word about the importance of planting natives. We as a group have made 
great strides in this endeavor. I am heartened with each sale at how 
many people we reach who seem to really embrace this concept. 
! Our member preview sale is always well attended, but we’re 
preaching to the choir there (and this year our Friday night was 
spectacularly busy). It’s on Saturday when the general public is invited to 
Morningside Nature Park that we expound our message and make a 
positive impact in our community. We emphasize planting the “right plant 

for the right 
place,” reducing 
water usage, 
increasing 
biodiversity, and 
exotic plant 
removal. We also enjoy live music, this time some 
lively bluegrass music by Mourning Glories. 
! The Spring sale was different this time because we 
had fewer plant vendors and fewer vendors means 
less plant material for sale. This meant participating 
nurseries pretty much sold out of their plants (some by 
Friday night!). We are looking for new DPI-registered 
plant nurseries that sell native plants to join our sale. 
Please let us know if you have suggestions. 

Spring Native Plant Sale Wrap-up 
By Lisa Jelks; Photos By Rob Garren
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! You will be delighted by mind-expanding 
experiences, tempted by sumptuous meals (including 
vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free) and amazed by the 
networking and social opportunities.
 ! As always, we will offer an abundance of 
presentations and workshops:

• Amazing speakers - check them out on the 
"speakers" link in the menu on the left

• 2 days of amazing field trips - click on the link in 
the menu on the left

• Workshops on landscaping, edibles, rare plants 
and conservation and more!

• Cutting-edge science
• Current issues
• Conservation, restoration and Citizen Science
• Climate-wise landscaping
• A special research track for High School 

students to present their research - check out 

BioTech High School for more information:  
https://www.fairchildgarden.org/biotech 

• Advocacy opportunities
• Native plant vendors - for more information, 

check out the "vendors" link in the menu on the 
left and see the lists of plants that will be 
available

• Art Exhibition created by local Elementary 
Schools on the theme "What Restoration 
Means to Me"

• Need CEUs?  We will offer FNGLA CEUs.  

! DON’T MISS THESE DEADLINES! Reduced rates 
for early registration until May 9, 2018. Special FNPS 
reduced rate at the Miccosukee Resort available 
through May 1, 2018. 

! Visit http://www.fnps.org/conference

Resurrection Fern (Pleopeltis michauxiana) 
By and in memory of Dr. Marjorie Brown

FNPS Annual Conference
May 17-20, 2018 
Miccosukee Resort

500 S.W. 177th Ave., Miami

Renewal!
Florida Native Plant Society’s 

38th Annual Conference
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Valid through May 11, 2018
University Press of Florida offers deep discounts for 

Paynes Prairie Chapter members
View more books at upress.ufl.edu/PAYNES - Discount code PAYNES
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Plant ID Workshop for April 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status
Agrostis hyemalis Tickle Grass Poaceae Native
Bowlesia incana Hoary bowlesia Apiaceae Not Native
Cartrema americanum† Wild Olive, American Devilwood Oleaceae Native
Lobelia erinus‡ Edging Lobelia, Garden Lobelia Campanulaceae Not Native
Parietaria praetermissa Clustered Pellitory Urticaceae Native

Plant RafflePlant RafflePlant RafflePlant Raffle
Amsonia tabernaemontana Eastern Bluestar Apocynaceae Native
Aralia spinosa Devils Walkingstick Araliaceae Native
Cercis canadensis Redbud Tree Fabaceae Native
Cornus florida Flowering Dogwood Cornaceae Native
Fothergilla gardenii Dwarf Witch-Alder Hamamelidaceae Native
Hibiscus aculeatus Comfort Root Malvaceae Native
Hydrolea corymbosa Skyflower Hydroleaceae Native
Ilex x attenuata East Palatka Holly Aquifoliaceae Native
Itea virginica Virginia Willow; Virginia Sweetspire Iteaceae Native
Juncus effusus Soft Rush Juncaceae Native
Leitneria floridana Corkwood Simaroubaceae Native
Nolina brittoniana Britton's Beargrass Ruscaceae Native
Pharus lappulaceus Creeping Leafstalkgrass Poaceae Native
Psilotum nudum Whisk Fern Psilotaceae Native
Sagittaria latifolia Duck potato, Wapato Alismataceae Native
Spartina bakeri Sand Cordgrass Poaceae Native
Spigelia  marilandica Woodland Pink, Indian Pink Loganaceae Native
Styrax americanus American Snowbell Styrcaceae Native
Ulmus alata Winged Elm Ulmaceae Native
Vaccinium myrsinites Shiny Blueberry Ericaceae Native
Zephyranthes atamasca Atamasco-lilly, Rainlily Amaryllidaceae Native

†Cartrema americanum is the currently accepted name for Osmanthus americanus.

‡This specimen was a volunteer in a potted nursery plant purchased by one of our chapter members. Thanks to Mark 
Frank at the UF/IFAS Plant Identification and Information Service for providing the identification.  There are a great many 
cultivated lobelias.  For more information on this cultivar, see 
https://floridata.com/Plants/Campanulaceae/Lobelia%20erinus/1187.

We extend gratitude to all those who participated.  The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service. 
Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/)

https://floridata.com/Plants/Campanulaceae/Lobelia%20erinus/1187
https://floridata.com/Plants/Campanulaceae/Lobelia%20erinus/1187
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.
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Paynes Prairie Chapter 
of the 

Florida Native Plant Society

Please join us for these 
upcoming events!

May Field Trip
Walking Over Medicine: 

Florida's Medicinal 
and Edible Wild Plant

with Susan Marynowski
Saturday, Saturday, May 12

(See Page 1 for details) 

May General Meeting
Florida’s Forgotten Coast:

Return to Wild Florida
Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 p.m.

(See Page 1 for details)

FNPS Annual Conference
May 17-20, 2018 

Miccosukee Resort
500 S.W. 177th Ave., Miami

(See page 4 for details)

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to 
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration 
of the native plants and native plant communities of 
Florida.

  The Society fulfills this mission through:

• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that 

preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo, 
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s 
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?

You could win $100 worth of plants from 
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to 
propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed. 
You will need to grow several flats of four inch 
pots in time for either our Spring or Fall Native 
Plant Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions - 
352-372-2107.


