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November General Meeting
Introduction to Some of Florida’s
Charismatic Microfauna
Paul Moler, Retired, FFWCC
Tuesday, November 20, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

! Although the vast majority of Florida’s
wildlife species are invertebrates, most receive
little attention. The important role played by
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators is
generally well known, but many other species
toil away anonymously providing important
ecosystem functions. Still others may not be
major players but are nonetheless behaviorally
or morphologically fascinating (“cool”). I will
introduce you to a select few of Florida's
charismatic invertebrate species.
! Paul Moler retired in 2006 from the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,
where he worked as a research herpetologist
for 30 years. In addition to his passion for
amphibians and reptiles, he has always
maintained an interest in other less familiar
components of Florida's fauna. Since his
retirement, he has worked extensively with
crayfish and a variety of xeric-upland
invertebrates.
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Florida spider crayfish, Troglocambarus macclanei
Photo by Chris Burney, Alachua Conservation Trust
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Invitation from Alachua Audubon:
Paynes Prairie Chapter Contact List

Climate-wise Landscape
with Ginny Stibolt

President
Mark Elliott!

!

Thursday, Nov. 8, 6:30 social, 7:00 program

markelliott1955@gmail.com

Millhopper Library, 3145 NW 43rd St., Gainesville

Vice President
Karen Garren! !

iluvfla@cox.net

!

Secretary
Ellen Thoms!

!

ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com

Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz!

afn49@mindspring.com!

352-562-3831

Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers ! !

sandi@bbos.com

Director
Connie Caldwell!

cnncldwll@gmail.com

Director
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoo.com

Director
Jill McGuire!

!

mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net

Director
Michael Bubb

Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu

Director
Dan White

dtwhite.gville@gmail.com

Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren! !

iluvfla@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers! !

ahlers.karen@gmail.com

This presentation is based on topics from the book
Climate-Wise Landscaping: Practical Actions for a
Sustainable Future which takes an optimistic approach,
with hundreds of actions that property owners or land
managers (homeowners, communities, and
municipalities) can take right now to accomplish at least
one of 3 objectives: 1) to help the landscape survive
climate change, 2) to help wildlife survive climate change,
and 3) to help to mitigate climate change. The book was
written by Ginny Stibolt, a botanist in Florida and Sue
Reed, a landscape Architect in Massachusetts, with a
foreword by Doug Tallamy.
!
Ginny Stibolt began her professional life as a teacher
and over the years has taught math, science, business,
and computer courses at levels from 7th grade through
college. She is a life-long gardener with a Master of
Science degree in Botany from the University of Maryland. Since moving to Florida in 2004, she has written 4
peer-reviewed books on Florida gardening all published
by University Press of Florida. She has also coauthored
"Climate-Wise Landscaping" published by New Society
Press in 2018. In addition, she has written hundreds of
gardening and nature articles for various publications.
Her website is: http://www.GreenGardeningMatters.com

Membership Chair
Goldie Schwartz!

afn49@mindspring.com!

352-562-3831

Cotton Club Restoration
Nears Completion

352-375-1972

Ribbon cutting Nov. 12, 11:00 AM

Plant Rescue
Jamie Barichivich! m.terrapin@gmail.com!
Plant ID
Paul Cohen!

by Lisa Jelks
!

paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoocom

Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com
Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com

! The Cotton Club Museum and Cultural Center is
closer to completion thanks to key donations and
grants. The Cotton Club has a rich history in
Gainesville, known to host such African American
musicians as James Brown and B.B. King.
Recently, members of the Paynes Prairie chapter
helped install a native landscape around the
beautifully restored building. A ribbon cutting
ceremony will be at 11:00 am on November 12. The
Grand Opening is set for some time in January.
! For information click here. More details
regarding our landscaping efforts will be in the
January Rhexia.
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FNPS Private Tour

Lubee Bat Conservancy
1309 NW 192nd Ave., Gainesville 32609
Saturday, Nov. 17, 11:30 AM
By Mark Elliott
! Our Paynes Prairie Chaper has been invited to
join four other FNPS chapters for our very own
tour of the Lubee Bat Conservancy facilities on
November 17th. Cate Hurlbut from the Ixia chapter
has negotiated a much reduced price of $10.00
per person for our “private” tour of the facilities.
The tour will begin at 11:30 so get there a few
minutes early. There are shaded picnic tables
where we can eat a brown bag lunch after the tour.
! The address is: 1309 NW 192nd Ave.,
Gainesville, FL 32609. To get there travel north on
NW 34th St (CR 121) across SR 441 and proceed
3.2 miles to CR 231 and go right. Proceed 4.8
miles on CR 231 to 192nd Ave. and turn right.
Lubee will be the third driveway on your right,
approximately 0.6 miles.
! You will see a single, large oak tree next to the
driveway entrance. The driveway is situated
between two fenced cow pastures with the Lubee
Bat Conservancy Sign on the left fence.

Carl’s Garden Workday Scheduled
Saturday, December 1, 9:00 a.m.
! It’s that time of year again. The air has cooled off
and we’re all feeling like getting out in our yards to
spruce things up. Well, the Paynes Prairie Chapter
also has a demonstration garden that we maintain at
the Kanapaha Veterans Memorial Park. Dedicated to
the memory of Carl Miles, who was an avid native
plant lover, we’ve been caring for this native plant
garden for 12 years. We will be meeting at 9:00 am
on the morning of December 1 at the garden.
! Last year we made a vast improvement to Carl’s
Garden by spreading crushed concrete on the
pathways. This year we will continue to spruce up

Election of Officers
! Please join us as we tend to the business of
the chapter by electing new officers at the
general meeting on November 20, 2018. Our
thanks to nominating committee members Jill
McGuire, Karen Schneider, and Rob Garren for
preparing the following slate for your
consideration.
President: Mark Elliott
Vice-President: Karen Garren
Secretary: Ellen Thoms
Treasurer: Goldie Schwartz
Chapter Rep: Sandi Saurers
Directors:
Michael Bubb
Connie Caldwell
Jill McGuire
Karen Schneider
Paul Lyrene
! Nominations will also be accepted from the
floor at the meeting. If you have considered
taking a more active role in the chapter, perhaps
this is the opportunity you’ve been waiting for!

the garden by pulling weeds, trimming, and possibly
planting a few plants to replace the trees we lost
earlier. The workday will serve as our December
field trip. Bring a shovel, clippers, gloves, sunscreen,
and water. We will be spreading concrete fines on
the pathways, so if you have a portable wheelbarrow,
that would also be helpful.After our hard work has
been completed, we’ll adjourn for a nice lunch.
! The address is 7400 SW 41st Place (at Tower
Road). If the gate is open when you get there, you
can drive right to the garden which is just to the west
(left) of Chapman’s Pond. For more information
about Carl’s Garden, please see “Who was Carl
Miles” in the September 2005 Rhexia available on
our website. We look forward to seeing many of you
there!

SPRING YARD TOURS! Whose yard shall we visit in the Spring? Maybe yours?
Contact cnncldwll@gmail.com if you can offer your yard for a tour in March or April.
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October field trip report
Tim Keyser’s property and solar array tour
By Karen Garren
Photos by Karen and Rob Garren
!
Tim Keyser is an attorney who has 40 acres on Lake
Ida in Interlachen, Florida. The ecosystems are mostly
scrubby flatwoods with a mix of marshes and depression
dome hardwood swamps. He has built a graceful two-story
Victorian Cracker-style house with sweeping porches and
stained glass windows. A karate dojo was built separately
and since 2011 power to both has been provided by a solar
panel array. Also, for the last 25 years Tim has been
shopping at the Morningside Native Plant Sale and
augmenting the landscape. For the October field trip, our
Paynes Prairie Chapter was privileged to enjoy the peaceful
ambiance of his home and learn about solar power
generation and being off the electric grid.
!
A beautiful autumn morning in North Central Florida
made the drive from Gainesville along Highway 20 relaxing.
Vegetation is starting to sport color changes. Maples in wet
areas show green and ruby, cypress are turning gold. In a
couple weeks, tangles of yellow grape vines will drape trees
like jewelry. Folklore says that “... six weeks after the dog
fennel blooms, you get your first frost.”

!
!
At Tim’s place, the native scrubby flatwoods is
dominated by loblolly pine (Pinus taeda) with scattered
slash pine (Pinus elliotti) and sand live oak (Quercus
geminata). Loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus) are common
in the adjacent bayhead swamp. The sub-canopy is a
variable mix of canopy species’ saplings while the shrub
layer is largely composed of saw palmetto (Serenoa
repens), fetterbush (Lyonia lucida), coastalplain
staggerbush (Lyonia fruticosa), and gallberry (Ilex glabra).
The diverse groundcover includes small shrubs such as
shiny blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites) and blue
huckleberry (Gaylussacia frondosa). Herbaceous species
include chalky bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var.
glaucus), purple bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus var.
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glaucopsis), bottlebrush threeawn (Aristida spiciformis),
wiregrass (Aristida stricta), needleleaf witchgrass
(Dichanthelium aciculare), and Atlantic St.Johns-Wort
(Hypericum tenuifolium formerly known as H. reductum).
Several very robust specimens of Hypericum tenuifolium
were encountered on our walk through this area.

!
!
For the last few years, many of these areas have
been subject to prescribed burning resulting in an open
understory with high species richness. Adjacent public
lands to the north have also been managed through
controlled burns and selective thinning of the pine. These
habitats mesh well with the work that Tim is doing. The
general appearance of the scrubby flatwoods areas on
Tim’s property is a testament to the careful and dedicated
land management regime which has been implemented.
!
Near the house were planted hybrids of yaupon holly
(Ilex vomitoria), a couple with long “weeping” branches and
one with slender branches pointing straight up, that Paul
referred to as “sky pencils”! Near the dojo was flowering
Etonia false rosemary (Conradina etonia) and whitetop
aster (Oclemena reticulata formerly known as Aster
reticulatus). A guided tour took us down to the lake where
Tim pointed out the remains of the dock destroyed by last
year’s storms.
! A patch of old field
has been carved out
west of the house
and the solar panels
set up. There are 3
sets, each established in different years.
The initial two were
set up on posts
cemented into the
ground, the last
utilized “new”
technology of
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Rescuing an urban forested wetland
October 13, 2018, yard tour report
By Connie Caldwell
!
We arrive at the Quaker meeting house in northwest
Gainesville on the first lovely cool day of Fall. The eight
acres owned by the Quaker congregation, now forested
wetland, was at one time a pond. Now it serves as a
sheetflow area, some of it still marshland, and drained by
Royal Park Creek. For 20 years, congregation members
Bill Mitchell and Jean Larson have been removing invasive
exotic plants from the area and planting natives.
!
We’re presented with a map of the property and an
extensive plant list and begin our tour. First stop is a
wildflower garden where the road meets the driveway. It
was created by scattering a packet of wildflower seeds.
Growing there now are Blue Mistflower (Conoclinium

Keyser property tour (con’t from page 4)
in-ground toggle bolts which, in addition to providing
comparable anchoring, also are less labor intensive to
install and remove. A utility room built onto the back of the
house contains the converter/inverter box which converts
the direct current (DC) from the panels into alternating
current (AC) for use by appliances and lights in the house.
The previous enormous bank of batteries has been
replaced by 2 compact Tesla batteries. Excess power is fed
back to the commercial Florida Power and Light grid.
!
Following our field excursion and tour, we retreated to
Tim’s beautiful wooden dojo where we were treated to a
catered vegan lunch featuring fruits, nuts, confections, three
types of crackers and chips dip, mango-orange drink, and
roselle tea! We should do this more often.
!
Our field trip to Tim’s property interfaced well with the
Alachua County Solar Homes Tour the previous weekend. I
visited six homes on the tour. Most of the homeowners
were members of the Solar United Neighbors Co-Op which
provides interest-free loans, arranges for tax credits and
contractors, and gives wholesale prices on equipment.
Most are on “net metering” which feeds electricity back to
the grid and gives them discounted prices on electricity
consumed. Most homes had other energy efficient features
such as attic insulation and solar films on double-paned
windows. One family had a Nissan Leaf automobile which
gets 80 miles to a charge and a Tesla SUV which gets 250!
Instead of an engine, it has an electric motor on each
wheel. Another home had “conditioning energy recovery
ventilation” (CERV) which recovers, dehumidifies, and
conditions temperature of ventilated air. An after-tour party
with music, activities, and food was held at Working Food
Co-Op. In Florida, with its abundant sunshine, solar is the
way to power the future.

coelestinum), Spanish Needles (Bidens alba), Wild Petunia
(Ruellia caroliniensis), Liatris (Liatris sp.), Blanket Flower
(Gaillardia pulchella), Lyreleaf Sage (Salvia lyrata), Fanpetal
(Sida sp.), Butterflyweed (Asclepias tuberosa), and others.
!
The meeting house itself stands several feet higher in
elevation than the remaining property. On the slope up
from the driveway and parking lot to the building, Bill and
Jean have planted numerous natives such as Scorpionstail
(Heliotropium angiospermum), Dune Sunflower
(Helianthus debilis), Powderpuff (Mimosa strigillosa),
Narrowleaf Blue-eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium angustifolium),
Rattlesnakemaster (Eryngium aquaticum), Lanceleaf
Tickseed (Coreopsis lanceolata), Brown-eyed Susan
(Rudbeckia triloba), Georgia Calamint (Calamintha
georgiana), False Rosemary (Conradina canescens and
C. grandiflora), Frog Fruit (Phyla nodiflora), Yaupon Holly
(Ilex vomitoria), Walter’s Viburnum (V. obovatum), Coontie
(Zamia integrifolia), Snow Squarestem (Melanthera nivea)
and a small weedy plant in the Euphorbia family that may
be native.
!
We begin our tour of the wooded area. Some plants
throughout the woods are original; some have been
planted. Along the edge we see Frostweed (Verbesina
virginica), Coral Bean (Erythrina herbacea), White Wild
Indigo (Baptisia alba), Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis),
Smartweed (Persicaria sp.), Oakleaf Hydrangea (H.
quercifolia), Coontie, a Chickasaw Plum (Prunus
angustifolia) “planted by some cycling Iranians”, Soapberry
(Sapindus saponaria), Winged Sumac (Rhus copallinum),
American Elm (Ulmus americana), Fakahatchee Grass
(Tripsacum dactyloides), Flatwoods Plum (Prunus
umbellata), Hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiana).
!
A trail takes us deeper into the woods. Throughout the
woods there are various oaks (Quercus laurifolia, Q. nigra,
Q. virginiana), palms (Sabal minor, S. palmetto), and
Pignut Hickory (Carya glabra). We begin to see lots of
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Plant ID Workshop for April 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name

Common Name

Family

Status

Workshop
Buchnera americana

American bluehearts

Orobanchaceae

Native

Campsis radicans

Trumpet creeper

Bignoniaceae

Native

Croptilon divaricatum

Scratch daisy

Asteraceae

Native

Cynodon dactylon

Bermudagrass

Poaceae

Euphorbia cyathophora

Paintedleaf, Fire-on-the-mountain

Euphorbiaceae

Native

Hyptis alata

Clustered bushmint, Musky mint

Lamiaceae

Native

Ipomoea quamoclit

Cypress vine

Convolvulaceae

Native

Odontonema cuspidatum

Firespike

Acanthaceae

Not Native

Paederia foetida

Skunk vine

Rubiaceae

Not Native

Richardia brasiliensis

Tropical mexican clover

Rubiaceae

Not Native

Senna obtusifolia

Coffeeweed, Sicklepod

Fabaceae

Native

Not Native

Plant Raffle
Erythrina herbacea

Coralbean, Cherokee bean

Fabaceae

Native

Helianthus resinosus

Resindot sunflower

Asteraceae

Native

Ilex vomitoria

Yaupon

Aquifoliaceae

Native

Iresine diffusa

Juba's bush

Amaranthaceae

Native

Melanthera nivea

Snow squarestem

Asteraceae

Native

Pinus palustris

Longleaf pine

Pinaceae

Native

Florida soapberry

Sapindaceae

Native

Tilia americana

Carolina basswood

Malvaceae

Native

Trichostema dichotomum

Forked bluecurls

Lamiaceae

Native

Sapindus

marginatus†

Verbesina virginica
White crownbeard, Frostweed
Asteraceae
Native
to the USF “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”, Sapindus marginatus Willdenow has now been subsumed into
Sapindus saponaria L. We extend gratitude to all those who participated. The workshop is intended to be educational not
a plant ID service. Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
†According

Quaker Meeting House tour (continued from page 5)
Elephant’s Foot (Elephantopus elatus). Along a drainage
ditch are Fakahatchee Grass, Walter’s Viburnum, Coontie.
Continuing on the trail, Bill tells us that Green Dragon
(Arisaema dracontium) and Solomon Seal (Polygonatum
biflorum) grow naturally in these woods. We come to
Royal Park Creek and see native Bamboo (Arundinaria
sp.), and a volunteer Cypress (Taxodium sp.). Now we cut
through the woods and see a Planer tree (Planera
aquatica). Also in this area are Sparkleberry (Vaccinium
arboreum), Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), and Red
Maple (Acer rubrum), and then as we return through the
woods to the parking lot, we find Snakeroot (Ageratina

sp.), Buckeye (Aesculus pavia), Florida Yew (Taxus
floridanum), and Persimmon
(Diospyros virginiana).! Many
thanks go to Bill and Jean for
their years of dedicated effort in
rescuing this wooded wetland.
Their work is a shining example
of what can be done with what
you have -- “blooming where
you’re planted”, so to speak. We
who love natives and care about
our planet home, and likely the
planet itself, are grateful for what
you are doing here.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

SPRING YARD TOUR
Whose yard shall we visit in the Spring? Maybe yours?
Contact cnncldwll@gmail.com if you can offer your yard for a tour
in March or April.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native plant communities of
Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native
plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that
preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?
You could win $100 worth of plants from
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to
propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed.
You will need to grow several flats of four inch
pots in time for either our Spring or Fall Native
Plant Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions 352-372-2107.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo,
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
Please join us for these events!

Climate-wise Landscaping
with Ginny Stibolt

Thursday, Nov. 8
(See Page 2 for details)

Cotton Club Ribbon Cutting
Saturday, Nov. 10
(See Page 2 for details)

November Field Trip
Lubee Bat Conservancy
Saturday, Nov. 17 at 11:30
(See Page 3 for details)

General Meeting
FL’s Charismatic Microfauna
with Paul Moler

Tuesday, Nov. 20, 7:00 PM
Plant ID Workshop at 6:30 PM
(See Page 1 for details)

December Field Trip
Carl’s Garden Workday
December 1, 9:00 AM - noon
(See Page 3 for details)

