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October General Meeting
Ancestral Range Reconstruction of Dicerandra,
a genus endemic to the North American Coastal Plain

Andre Naranjo, PhD Candidate
Florida Museum of Natural History, UF
Tuesday, October 16, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

! The North American Coastal Plain was recently
described as a global biodiversity hotspot.
Understanding endemic organisms to this area will
help us better understand the natural history of the
region. Dicerandra, in the mint family (Lamiaceae),
comprises ten species endemic to the North
American Coastal Plain. Species of Dicerandra are
threatened or endangered and restricted to sandhill
vegetation and a mosaic of scrub habitats. Some
species (D. cornutissima, D. thinicola, D.
immaculata, D. frutescens, D. christmanii, and D.
radfordiana) are restricted to only one or two sites in
peninsular Florida and Georgia. Using locality and
specimen data from virtual herbaria, in addition to
phylogenies, we have applied species distribution
modeling to reconstruct what geographic and climatic
ranges these narrow endemics might have had
during the Pleistocene (~4 mya-Present). We will
make inferences on the possible ecological shifts and
hybridization associated with speciation that might
have occurred during the evolution of the genus.
! Andre is a native of Miami, Florida, where his first
interest in plants began while exploring the pine
rocklands of southern Miami-Dade County. After
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Atlas of Florida Plants, Institute for Systematic Botany
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/photo.aspx?ID=703

receiving a B.S. in Biology with a minor in Political
Science from the University of Miami, Andre began as
a PhD student at the University of Florida in the Florida
Museum of Natural History under the mentorship of
Drs. Pamela and Douglas Soltis, where he studies the
evolutionary genetics of scrub mints thanks to funds
granted by the Florida Native Plant Society.
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NATIVE PLANT YARD VISIT
October 13, 9:00 AM
By Connie Caldwell

President
Mark Elliott!

" "

!

ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com

Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz!

afn49@mindspring.com!

352-562-3831

Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers ! !

sandi@bbos.com

Director
Connie Caldwell!

! On Saturday October 13, at 9 AM, we'll be
touring the grounds of the Friends Meeting House,
704 NW 38th Street, in Gainesville. The Friends
have 8 acres of largely forested wetland. For about
20 years they have been working to create a natural
area by clearing invasives and planting natives, and
would welcome any advice from us! For more
information, contact Connie
Caldwell, cnncldwll@gmail.com.

cnncldwll@gmail.com

Director
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoo.com

October Field Trip

Director
Jill McGuire!

!

mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net

Director
Michael Bubb

Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu

Director
Dan White

dtwhite.gville@gmail.com

Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren! !

iluvfla@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers! !

ahlers.karen@gmail.com

Membership Chair
Goldie Schwartz!

afn49@mindspring.com!

352-562-3831

Plant Rescue
Jamie Barichivich! m.terrapin@gmail.com!

352-375-1972

Plant ID
Paul Cohen!

!

paulcohen2002@yahoo.com

Chapter Website Maintenance
Karen Schneider!

karenks98@yahoocom

Facebook Page Maintenance
Lisa/Howard Jelks ! jelkslg@gmail.com
Chapter Website ! www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org

The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. Comments are welcomed. Readers are
encouraged to submit articles and images for publication
consideration to ahlers.karen@gmail.com

Native plants, birds, bees and
whole-house solar in Interlachen
Saturday, October 20, 9:30 AM - Noon
By Jill McGuire

! October’s field trip will be a return visit to Tim
Keyser’s beautiful 40 acre property on Lake Ida in
Interlachen. Tim has been adding to the already
rich diversity of his native plant communities
through 25 years of buying plants at our
FNPS/Morningside sales. We should see many
fall-blooming sandhill plants when we visit on
October 20.
! As a bonus, we will get to see Tim’s off-the-grid
solar power system, which he recently updated with
all the latest in solar technology. This will be a
great opportunity to see a working whole-house
solar set-up.
! To get there, travel east on SR 20 (Hawthorne
Road) through Hawthorne and on to Interlachen.
Watch for Lake Ida Point Drive on the left
approximately 1.5 miles past the only red light in
Interlachen at the intersection of SR 20 and CR
315. Turn north (left) on Lake Ida Point Drive and
continue to 211 Point Ida Court, then 1/4 mile down
the private drive to the house. From Gainesville it is
about a 45-50 minute drive.
! Those who want to carpool should meet at the
Kirby Smith School Board Office parking lot, 620
East University Ave. at 8:30 AM.
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Hot, hot, hot!
Fall Native Plant Sale Report
by Lisa Jelks

! Yes, the Fall Plant Sale at Morningside Nature Center was
hot, as in 96 degrees in the shade! But also, most of the plants
that were available for sale were sold. Although the number of
vendors was lower than normal, there was still plenty of material
from which to choose.
! In addition, Leo Nico provided us with his smooth vocals
and guitar playing. We also had access to University Press of
Florida’s wonderful selection of books, all at a deep discount.
The Master Gardeners were there as usual to offer advice on
Florida Friendly landscaping. And the Friends of Nature Parks
arranged for three separate guided walks around Morningside,
including one to specifically look for spiders! Both FNPS president Susan Carr and former Paynes Praririe chapter president
Rob Garren led wildflower walks that were wildly popular.
! A giant Thank You to all our volunteers; this sale required
more help than usual: Andy, Bill, Claudia, Connie, Ellen, Erick,
Goldie, Howard, Jamie, Jennifer, Jill, Joe, Mark, Rob, Sandi,
and Susan.
! We are excited to realize that we have been holding our
plant sales for 29 years, making next year’s Spring Sale our
30th Anniversary! I hope more of our members come out to take
advantage of our Members Only Sale the night before the public
sale. We anticipate a grand celebration, so stay tuned!
! You can keep tabs on our chapter happenings by
liking us on Facebook.
Below: Balduina angustifolia blooming at Morningside
Right: Chapter board members and plant sale volunteers
Jill McGuire and Claudia Larsen Photos by Rob Garren

FNPS president Susan Carr
Photo by Mark Elliott
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Notes from the Prez
By Mark Elliott
!
I am writing this in mid-September as a form of
avoidance behavior. It’s just too hot to be outside. The
native plant sale is history so now is the time to get those
plants in the ground and not leave them to languish in
pots for a year like some of us are wont to do.
!
The fall is shaping up to be busy for native plant- and
environmentally-minded people. On October 4th the City
of Gainesville will proclaim October as Native Plant
month at the regular 5:30 meeting in City Hall. I will be
receiving the Proclamation and am inviting everyone to
attend so the city realizes just how many people know
how important native plants are. I could use back-up as
well.
!
On Saturday October 13, Connie has arranged for a
9 AM yard trip to the grounds of the Friends Meeting
House, 704 NW 38th Street, in Gainesville.
!
The speaker at our regular meeting on October 16,
will be Andre Naranjo. Last year we provided him with a
donation to get him started on his doctoral research and
he will be telling us what he has learned so far.
!
Then on Saturday October 20th, we have a field trip
to the home of Tim Keyser in Interlachen. See Jill’s note
on Page 3 for details.
!
Also on that weekend, October 20-21 there is a
fundraiser for the Florida Springs institute. It is a 2-day
music festival held at Deep Spring Farm north of
Gainesville. I’m told that last year the musicians were
great and the location is beautiful. You can get more
information by clicking here.
!
While not native plant related, the 14th annual Lubee
Bat festival is also on the 20th. Cate Hurlbut from the Ixia
chapter will represent the FNPS with a table at the
festival. But… if you don’t want to brave the traffic and the
kids, we will be joining folks from 4 other Native Plant
Society chapters for our very own tour of the Lubee
facilities on November 17th. There will be a $10 fee but
the group will be much smaller. Cate made all the
arrangements and negotiated the much reduced price.
More on this in the November Rhexia.
!
On November 3rd, Susan Carr will lead a field trip to
Penny Weber’s property about 40 miles north of
Gainesville. Penny’s property supports absolutely
beautiful sandhill vegetation that is well managed and
frequently burned. Susan is confident there will still be
plenty of wildflowers. See the note for details and map.
!
Also, November 1-4, the Florida Springs Council will
host a Springs Restoration Summit in Ocala. I’m told it is
a terrific event so have a look by clicking here.
!
Lastly, Naomi Baxter of the Micanopy Branch Library

wants to start a seed library of native plants with the intent
of having a catalog that any library patron could draw from.
She hopes to have seeds available at every library branch
but patrons could also choose from the catalog, just like
they would a book, and pick up from the branch most
convenient to them. And, anyone wanting to donate seeds
could drop them off at their local branch. She welcomes
anyone interested in helping her get a seed inventory
started to contact her:
Naomi Baxter, Sr. Library Specialist
Micanopy Branch Library
706 NE Cholokka Blvd., Micanopy, FL 32667
352-466-3122 nbaxter@aclib.us
!
Well that’s all the Native Plant news. Add in football
games, art shows, and other plant sales, and before you
know it Thanksgiving will be here. So, mark your calendars
and fasten your seatbelts. Hopefully cooler weather is
coming soon.
Mark
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Events and Opportunities
Compiled by Chapter Board Members

Into the Springs Music Festival
October 20-21
! A fun-filled event for a good cause is being
held Saturday, October 20 and Sunday, October
21, 2018. The Howard T. Odum Florida Springs
Institute is hosting its annual “Into the Springs
Music Festival” at the beautiful Deep Spring
Farm. This festival will include two days of live
music, camping, serenity, yoga, environmental
and organic farming workshops, tubing,
kayaking, and local shopping on twenty-two
acres of the organic farm heaven. This event
raises funds for the Institute to continue their
vital mission to document and protect Florida’s
springs to ensure access to clean water for
current and future generations. Go to
www.floridaspringsinstitute.org to purchase
tickets, then grab your swim suits and lawn
chairs and get ready for a great time with
friends from FNPS who support Florida Springs.

Florida Springs Restoration Summit
November 1-4, 2018 in Ocala
! The Florida Springs Council is hosting a
four-day conference to report on the status of
springs health in Florida and to develop a
roadmap for springs restoration and protection.
The 2018 Florida Springs Conservation Plan, a
result of the 2016 Summit, will be released
during the conference and provided to all
participants. The desired outcome for the 2018
conference is a highly-informed audience of
decision makers, scientists, advocates, and
laypersons who can work together to recognize
the threats to Florida’s springs and follow
through on implementing meaningful springs
restoration and protection actions.
! The Summit is open to the public. For more
information click here.

November 3 - Weber Property Tour
! Susan Carr will lead a field trip to Penny and
Russ Weber’s Columbia County property about
40 miles north of
Gainesville on
November 3rd.
Penny’s property
supports absolutely
beautiful sandhill
vegetation that is
well managed and
frequently burned.
Susan is confident
there will still be
plenty of wildflowers
around on Nov. 3.
We will meet at the
Spring Hill Publix on
Penny Weber at her Columbia
County property. Photo by Susan 39th Ave near the
Carr
I-75 exit at 8:30 to
carpool or caravan.
! For those who want to meet near Lake City,
there is a Wendy's at the I-75 exit at Hwy 47.
We can convene there at 9:30 AM and
consolidate vehicles to minimize the number of
cars going onto the Weber property.

Dan Austin Award For Ethnobotany
Research
! FNPS has a small grant program for ethnobotany projects (the Dan Austin award). This
award is given in memory and recognition of Dr.
Daniel F. Austin, and his work in ethnobotany.
FNPS has not awarded this recently, but would
like to in 2019. This award will be limited to
graduate or undergraduate students who are
studying Florida ethnobotany. The applicant
does not have to be an FNPS member. Should
you know of students who might be interested
in applying for this award encourage them to
check out the following link for information.
https://www.fnps.org/assets/pdf/awards/dan_austin_
award_guidlelines_2019.pdf
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Plant ID Workshop for April 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name

Common Name

Family

Status

Amaranthaceae

Native

Rhamnaceae

Native

Workshop
Amaranthus australis

SOUTHERN AMARANTH

Plant Raffle
Ceanothus americanus

NEW JERSEY TEA; REDROOT

Eupatorium serotinum

LATEFLOWERING THOROUGHWORT

Asteraceae

Native

Parthenium integrifolium

WILD QUININE

Asteraceae

Not Native

Pinckneya bracteata

FEVERTREE

Rubiaceae

Native

Symphyotrichum georgianum

GEORGIA ASTER

Asteraceae

Native

Melanthera nivea

SNOW SQUARESTEM

Asteraceae

Native

Ilex opaca

AMERICAN HOLLY, SCRUB HOLLY

Aquifoliaceae

Native

Sapindus saponaria

SOAPBERRY

Sapindaceae

Native

Eupatorium perfoliatum

COMMON BONESET

Asteraceae

Native

Cartrema sp.

WILD OLIVE; DEVILWOOD

Oleaceae

Native

Polymnia laevigata

TENNESSEE LEAFCUP

Asteraceae

Native

Trichostema dichotomum

FORKED BLUECURLS

Lamiaceae

Native

Monarda punctata

SPOTTED BEEBALM

Lamiaceae

Native

Hamelia patens

FIREBUSH

Rubiaceae

Native

Parthenium integrifolium (wild quinine) is not native to Florida; however occurs in numerous eastern and midwestern states.
Pinckneya bracteata is listed as Threatened by the State of Florida.
Symphyotrichum georgianum has only been vouchered in Leon County.
Ilex opaca is split into two variants – Ilex opaca var. arenicola (scrub holly) and Ilex opaca var. opaca (American holly).
Cartrema (wild olive) has two species that occur in the state of Florida – C. americanum and C. floridanum (scrub wild olive).
The latter species is endemic (unique) to Florida.
Polymnia laevigata (Tennessee leafcup) is listed as Endangered by the State of Florida.
We extend gratitude to all those who participated. The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service.
Nomenclature adapted from Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/

Federal listing of Ludwigia ravenii
The Conservation Program division of the Florida Forest
Service has petitioned for Federal protection of Raven’s
Primrose Willow (Ludwigia ravenii). This species was
named after the great botanist Peter Raven. Michael
Jenkins, a biologist in the Conservation program is
interested in organizing a field search in areas east of
Camp Blanding where it was last known to occur. The
purpose is to map these plants so that they can be
Federally listed and protected from poaching. If you have

knowledge of this plant and/or have seen it in the field
please contact him as follows:
Michael R. Jenkins, Plant Conservation Program Biologist
Florida Forest Service, FDACS
(850) 681-5876
Michael.Jenkins@FreshFromFlorida.com
The Conner Building
3125 Conner Boulevard - Room 254B
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the native plants and native plant communities of
Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support for conservation land acquisition;
Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants;
Education;
Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
Research on native plant species; and,
Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that
preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Please join us for these events!

General Meeting
Dicerandra

Andre Naranjo
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 7:00 PM
Plant ID Workshop at 6:30 PM
(See Page 1 for details)

Native Plant Yard Visit
Friends Meeting House
October 13
(See Page 2 for details)

Field Trip
Can you grow Rhexia from seed?
You could win $100 worth of plants from
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to
propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed.
You will need to grow several flats of four inch
pots in time for either our Spring or Fall Native
Plant Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions 352-372-2107.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo,
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Native plants and whole-house solar

October 20, 9:30 AM - Noon
(See Page 2 for details)
See Page 5 for details about:

Into the Springs Music Festival
October 20-21

FL Springs Restoration Summit
November 1-4, 2018

Weber Property Tour
November 3

Carl’s Garden Workday
December 1, 9:00 AM - noon

