
The Rhexia

Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
 www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org                                            February 2019

February General Meeting
Cacti in southeastern North America and the 

Caribbean: what do we know?
Lucas C. Majure, Ph.D.
Curator of the Herbarium (FLAS) 

Florida Museum of Natural History, UF 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

Chapter Contacts, Feb. Field Trip.…….…..……Page 2
Plant sale, FWF Symposium, FNPS Conf……..Page 3
State lands management plans…………………Page 4
Cotton Club, Warea Project………………….…..Page 5 

Plant ID Workshop, Fire Festival………………..Page 6 
Sponsors............................................................Page 7
Calendar.............................................................Page 8

The cactus family is most well-known from desert areas 
of the Americas; however, the group is quite diverse in the 
southeastern United States and the Caribbean region. 
These include the prickly pears (Opuntia) and relatives, as 
well as a number of other genera, such as Harrisia, Pi-
losocereus and Melocactus. The evolutionary and biogeo-
graphic history of these groups is as complicated as it is 
fascinating. We will take a look at the diversity of cacti and 
their biogeographic history in the southeastern United 
States and how that correlates with the Caribbean, espe-
cially Cuba, Hispaniola and the Bahamas. 

Lucas has long been interested in plants. Growing up in 
rural Mississippi, he was always fascinated by the extensive 
forests surrounding him and always wanted to know about 
every species growing in those spaces. He earned a B.S. 
and M.Sc. (2007) in biology at Mississippi State University 
and then his Ph.D. at the University of Florida (2012) work-
ing on the evolutionary history of prickly pear cacti. His work 
in recent years has been focused heavily in the Caribbean 
and the desert southwest, where he has worked on cacti, as 
well as other groups of tropical plants. He worked at the 
Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, AZ, for nearly four 

years before returning back to the University 
of Florida to take on the role of herbarium cu-
rator at the Florida Museum of Natural History, 
where he is continuing work on cacti, the 
southeastern US flora, and the flora of the 
Caribbean. 
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The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Soci-
ety. Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged 
to submit articles and images for publication considera-
tion to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

February Field Trip
Etoniah Creek State Forest

February 23, 2019
Mark Whitten will lead our next field trip to Etoni-

ah State Forest on February 23.  We will hike in 
white sand scrub and the adjacent wet flatwoods. If 
weather/roads permit, we may also visit Blossom 
Lake and look for the endangered Conradina etonia. 
Wear sensible shoes, bring water, insect repellent 
and a hat. You know the routine. 

Meet at the North East corner of the parking lot 
of the Publix on NW 39th Ave and 13th St. at 9am. 
We will carpool to the Kangaroo Express gas station 
in Florahome on Sr 100.  Independent drivers can 
meet us there about 9:45am. We will further consoli-
date vehicles if necessary. We can leave some vehi-
cles across the street in the Florahome Station 
(store) and drive the short distance to the trailhead.  
Contact Mark Elliott galasinger@aol.com or 
352-215-4093 if you have questions.

Survey volunteer with Conradina etonia. Photo by Mark Whitten 

mailto:galasinger@aol.com
mailto:galasinger@aol.com
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FNPS Annual Conference – Save the Date
May 16 – May 19, 2019

**REGISTRATION OPENS FEBRUARY 1st**

Our theme this year "Transitions" is pertinent to 
the Nature Coast region of Florida in a number of 
ways - sea level rise, migrations of ecosystems due to 
climate change, and the transition zone between north 
and south Florida. In this region you will also see the 
transition of cave system into Karst, spring flows to 
tannic flows, and water quality transitions. The region 
also has a large diversity of plant communities and the 
transitions between uplands and wetlands are com-
mon, dramatic and highly visible – a great place to 
introduce people to Florida’s diverse natural communi-
ties. For more information click here.  

You will be delighted by mind-expanding experi-
ences, tempted by sumptuous meals (including veg-
an, vegetarian, and gluten-free) and amazed by the 
networking and social opportunities.

The annual Florida Wildflower Symposium, the Flor-
ida Wildflower Foundation’s signature event, will be held 
April 12-13 at the Straughn UF-IFAS Extension in 
Gainesville, one of the state’s premier nature destinations.

The event focuses exclusively on Florida's native 
wildflowers, their ecosystems, and the wildlife depending 
on them. Friday, April 12, will feature morning field trips to 
natural Gainesville-area gems, with presentations on 
timely environmental topics beginning at 1 p.m. at the 
Straughn center. An evening social will follow at First 
Magnitude Brewing Co., Gainesville.

A full day of presentations, workshops, vendors and a 
plant sale is planned for Saturday, kicked off by keynote 
speakers Pamela and Douglas Soltis, who will discuss 
how climate change is already effecting our plant com-
munities. Other topics include butterflies, bees, gardening 
with wildflowers, roadside wildflowers and more. You can 
participate in pollinator pot and native wildflower propa-
gation workshops, too.

Cost is $45 for FWF members and $55 for non-
members. Click here for schedule and registration infor-
mation.

As I was going through some 
old files, I came across a Rhexia 
article from spring 2005. I was 
reading about the Spring Native 
P lan t Sa le , and t he a r t i c l e 
mentioned it was our 16th Spring 
sale. Well, I may be getting forgetful 
in my old age but my math skills still 
work pretty well. That’s when I 
realized this year would be marking 
thirty years of holding our plant 
sales in one capacity or another! 
That’s right, we started back in 
1989, very humbly with our own 
members selling their hobby plants 

in a parking lot. Our sale has 
evolved quite a bit over the years, 
with our biggest sales occurring in 
the early 2000s. We now have a 
perfect venue at Morningside 
Nature Center, and are happily 
assisted with cooperation from 
Friends of Nature Parks (formerly 
Friends of Morningside) and the City 
of Gainesville Nature Operations 
Department. Because this year 
marks such an auspicious occasion, 
we are planning to have a more 
festival atmosphere. There will be 
music both Friday and Saturday, a 

variety of nature walks, kids’ 
activities, a food truck, and several 
new informational booths. And, if 
you’ve ever wondered about how 
our chapter got its start, you won’t 
want to miss the March meeting, 
where some of our old-timers will be 
telling stories about the “good old 
days”! So, please mark April 19 and 
20 on your calendars for this very 
special plant sale! If you’d like to 
participate by volunteering at the 
sale (park-a-plant, cashier, assisting 
vendors, etc.), please let me know 
at jelkslg@gmail.com. 

Save the date - April 19-20 for a very special native plant sale celebrating 30 years! 
by Lisa Jelks

https://fnps.org/conference/2019
http://www.flawildflowers.org
http://www.flawildflowers.org
https://fnps.org/conference/2019
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All Florida State public lands have management plans 
which are updated every 10 years to determine if they are 
meeting the criteria for which the properties were 
originally acquired. Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection Division of Recreation and Parks invited 
Paynes Prairie chapter of Florida Native Plant Society to 
participate in the plan reviews for San Felasco Hammock 
Preserve State Park and Price’s Scrub State Park. I was 
privileged to participate in the public comment for 
Andrews Wildlife Management Area last September and 
was pleased to participate in these two plan reviews. 

The plan review meeting as well as the public 
comment meetings were attended by many interested 
stakeholders. Represented were state parks managers 
and biologists, community officials, representatives of 
Audubon, an equestrian group, the media and current 
Paynes Prairie chapter president Mark Elliott and myself.  

The stated goals of the San Felasco Hammock 
Preserve and Price’s Scrub State Park management 
plans are “protection of hydrologic systems and 
restoration of natural communities and habitat. “ The 
plans prioritize protection of resources over user 
considerations; development is kept to a minimum.  

San Felasco Hammock Preserve, located northwest 
of Gainesville was purchased in 1974 to protect “one of 
the finest and largest remaining examples of mature 
upland hardwood forest, Florida’s richest most diverse 
and complex upland ecosystems.”  This 7,353.40 acre 
preserve has 25 natural communities and is home to a 
number of imperiled plant and animal species, champion 
trees, sinks, ravines, creeks and steep slopes.  The 
northern section of San Felasco Hammock Preserve has 
trails open to off-road biking and equestrian use while 
the southern trails are reserved for foot traffic.  Several 
of the key management issues are appropriate 
restoration of ecosystems to original fire periodicity, 
removal of invasive species (notably feral hogs), as well 
as providing opportunities for the public to enjoy quality 
experiences that educate them on the unique features of 
San Felasco Hammock.

Price’s Scrub State Park, located south of Micanopy 
in Marion County, was acquired in 2002. I-75 forms the 
east border and is accessed from CR 320 to the south.  
Currently the park only totals 962.28 acres but “plays an 
important role in the proposed connection of regionally 
important conservation lands including the Cross Florida 
Greenway, Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park/
Lochloosa Wildlife Conservation and Goethe State 
forest.”   Price’s Scrub has fifteen natural communities 
including upland mixed woodland, depression marsh, 

scrub, scrubby flatwoods and sinkhole lakes. It offers 
opportunities for horseback riding, hiking and bicycling. 

The management plans are well written, containing 
in-depth ecological descriptions, species lists, references, 
and maps.  What I found most exciting were the 
“Conceptual Boundaries” plan, a kind of wish list directing 
future acquisitions to expand protected areas.  On the 
wish list to Price’s Scrub is the acquisition of the Carr 
Farm and properties which are currently in conservation 
easements. This would be a nice addition to the Cross 
Florida Greenway.

I come away from these processes with admiration 
and respect for the dedication and perseverance with 
which state land managers fulfill their responsibilities 
despite obstacles such as budget shortfalls and the 
politicizing of management issues.

Public lands management plans review and revision
Text and photos by Karen Garren

Itchy Bottom, San Felasco Hammock Preserve northside



Cotton Club Takes Shape
By Lisa Jelks

The historic Cotton Club at 837 SE 7th Avenue 
near Depot Park had its ribbon cutting ceremony in 
November. This building, which has a rich blues and 
jazz history in the Gainesville community, was pur-
chased by the Mount Olive A.M.E. Church in 1995 in 
hopes of restoring it as a museum and to bring back 
family-oriented events. At the ribbon cutting, many 
Gainesville dignitaries were on hand to celebrate the 
near completion of this project that has been long in 
the making. 

One of the missions of the Florida Native Plant 
Society is community outreach and education. By 
organizing and installing a native landscape, we can 
reach a broad spectrum of Gainesville residents. So, 
now in addition to Carl’s Garden, the Haile Home-
stead Visitors’ Center, and Sweetwater Park (as ex-
amples), we can point to the Cotton Club as another 
positive example of native plants in the urban land-
scape.
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Small but mighty land conservation: 
How a .25 acre parcel is providing habitat for a critically 

endangered Florida flower 
January 10, 2019 

https://www.conserveflorida.org/cflnews/warea

A property no bigger than a quarter of an acre could 
help turn the tides for an endangered Florida plant 
thanks to a joint effort by Conservation Florida, the Florida 
Native Plant Society, and the Putnam Land Conservancy.

The vacant land, located in a subdivision about 18 
miles southeast of Ocala and only 7 miles from The Vil-
lages, was acquired in late 2018 by Conservation Flor-
ida in support of its mission to protect natural and agri-
cultural landscapes for future generations.  

Though the parcel is small in size, it is critical habi-
tat for the endangered Warea amplexifolia, or as it is 
commonly called, clasping warea. This flowering herb in 
the mustard family thrives in the sandy soil found on the 
property. It is native to Florida and is so rare that 
only eight populations remain.  

Conservation Florida contributed the parcel in sup-
port of the Warea Area Project led by the Florida Native 
Plant Society and the Putnam Land Conservancy to aid 
in the recovery of this critically endangered plant species, 
which is only found in Marion, Lake, Polk and Osceola 
counties. 

The Putnam Land Conservancy currently owns six 
additional lots, holds a conservation easement on an-
other lot in the same subdivision, and plans to acquire 
more.  

“Big wins in conservation can occur on the 
smallest of properties,” said Traci Deen, Conservation 
Florida’s executive director. “This is a big win for the 
future of one of Florida’s critically endangered plants. 
We are delighted to support the Warea Area Project with 
this land protection contribution.”  

The Warea Area Project seeks to acquire more land 
in the area to preserve important wildlife habitat and a 
natural corridor between adjacent protected lands.  

In addition to the clasping warea, the project 
area is home to other rare species including the 
Florida sand skink, Florida black bear, gopher tor-
toise, and Sherman’s fox squirrel. 

“This is a great example of organizations 
working together to achieve our conservation 
missions,” said Juliet Rynear, executive director of 
the Florida Native Plant Society. “We are grateful to 
add this property to the Warea Area Project to pro-
tect the endangered clasping warea.” 

For more information and photographs of this 
partnership project click FNPS.org.

https://www.fnps.org/what-we-do/restoration_highlight/land-acquisition-and-preservation-project-
https://www.fnps.org/what-we-do/restoration_highlight/land-acquisition-and-preservation-project-
https://www.cottonclubmuseum.com
https://www.cottonclubmuseum.com


The Rhexia 
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
February 2019              Page 6

Plant ID Workshop for April 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

We extend gratitude to all those who participated.  The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service.   
Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”. (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).        

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status
Workshop

Aronia arbutiflia RED CHOKEBERRY Rosaceae Native
Asimina reticulata NETTED PAWPAW Annonaceae Native
Bejaria racemosa TARFLOWER Ericaceae Native
Bidens mitis SMALLFRUIT BEGGARTICKS Asteraceae Native
Cardamine pensylvanica PENNSYLVANIA BITTERCRESS Brassicaceae Native
Dichanthelium aciculare NEEDLELEAF WITCHGRASS Poaceae Native

Gomphrena serrata PROSTRATE GLOBE AMARANTH Amaranthaceae Not Native

Juncus dichotomus FORKED RUSH Juncaceae Native
Lechea torreyi PIEDMONT PINWEED Cistaceae Native
Ludwigia linearis NARROWLEAF PRIMROSEWILLOW Onagraceae Native
Lycopodiella alopecuroides FOXTAIL CLUB-MOSS Lycopodiaceae Native
Pluchea baccharis ROSY CAMPHORWEED Asteraceae Native
Scutellaria integrifolia HELMET SKULLCAP Lamiaceae Native
Symphyotrichum elliottii ELLIOTT'S ASTER Asteraceae Native
Thelypteris kunthii SOUTHERN SHIELD FERN Thelypteridaceae Native

Plant Auction
Aesculus pavia RED BUCKEYE Sapindaceae Native
Forestiera segregata FLORIDA SWAMPPRIVET Oleaceae Native
Illicium parviflorum YELLOW ANISETREE; STAR ANISE Schisandraceae Native

Flatwoods Fire and Nature Festival
By Mark Elliott

Saturday, January 26, Florida Native Plant Society president (and 
Paynes Prairie chapter member) Susan Carr and I set up an informa-
tion table at the first annual Flatwoods Fire and Nature Festival at 
Austin Cary Forest. The festival was hosted by the University of Flor-
ida School of Forest Resources and Conservation, state agencies, 
and several other environmental organizations. FNPS was invited be-
cause prescribed fire is so beneficial for native plants communities.  

There were kid’s activities and food trucks and information tables 
from many wildlife, environmental and fire ecology related organiza-
tions.  An estimated 700 people attended the event. I was encouraged 
by the number of families that came to see the animals and fire. And a 
lot of people stopped by our table and took membership forms.

The highlight(s) of the day were the prescribed fire demonstrations. 
The burn bosses gave us the plan and told us where to stand while a host of people trained in prescribed fire manage-
ment burned a small section of mesic flatwoods. We were able to stand and watch as they directed the fire. It was fasci-
nating to be there and see what burned and what didn’t.

L to R: Ellen Thoms, Mark Elliott, and Susan Carr

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

This space available! 
Promote your business -
be a Chapter sponsor! 

Eight issues for only $100
Contact Goldie at afn49@mindspring.com
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Please join us for these events!

General Meeting 
Cacti in southeastern North 
America and the Caribbean: 

what do we know?
Lucas C. Majure, Ph.D.
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 7:00 PM

Plant ID Workshop at 6:30 PM
(See Page 1 for details)

February Field Trip
Etoniah Creek State Forest

Saturday, Feb. 23
(See Page 2 for details) 

SpringsFest 2019
Silver Springs State Park

March 2-3
(Click here for details)

Save the Date! 
Spring Native Plant Sale

April 19-20, 2019

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to pro-
mote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

  The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native 

plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that 

preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo, 
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s 
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?

You could win $100 worth of plants from 
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to propa-
gate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed. You will 
need to grow several flats of four inch pots in 
time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant 
Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions - 
352-372-2107.

SPRING YARD TOUR 
Whose yard shall we visit in the Spring?  Maybe yours?  

Contact cnncldwll@gmail.com if you can offer your yard for a tour  
in March or April.

mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.silversprings.com/event-old/6237/
http://www.silversprings.com/event-old/6237/
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

