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January General Meeting
Shelled Travelers: 

The Freshwater Turtles of Florida
Jonathan D. Mays, FWCC

Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Phillips Hall, Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605
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Turtles are ancient evolutionary lineages first appearing in 
the fossil record around 220 million years ago. They’ve survived 
mostly unchanged during this time, but today over half of the 
world’s approximately 300 species are at risk of extinction. The 
Southern Coastal Plain supports 31% of our continental turtle 
fauna, including the highest species richness of mud turtles, 
river turtles, snapping turtles and softshells. Florida is home to 
over 30 species of turtle, and this presentation will cover an 
assortment of recent research efforts being conducted by FWC 
to address turtle conservation, with a focus on Barbour’s Map 
Turtle, Alligator Snapping Turtle, and Spotted Turtle. 

Jonathan is a lifelong naturalist born and raised in the 
Smoky Mountains of east Tennessee.  His first field guide was 
the Golden Guide for ‘Rocks and Minerals’ but he quickly found 
the subject too easy to catch and traded in the copy for an 
Audubon Guide to Reptiles & Amphibians. He received a B.S. in 
Wildlife and Fisheries Science from Tennessee Technological 
University (1998) and an M.S. from Western Carolina University 
(2002), where he studied cave arthropod communities. After a 
few years with the National Park Service, Jonathan hired on with 
the state of North Carolina for two years focusing on faunal 
diversity research in the mountain region (e.g., Bog Turtles, rare 
salamanders), followed by a six-year stint with the state of Maine 
as a herpetologist/invertebrate zoologist. He relocated to 
Gainesville in 2012 and began work with FWC’s Fish and Wildlife 
Research Institute in 2013. His recent projects include a spotted 

turtle home range and movement study, river 
turtle surveys (map turtles and alligator 
snapping turtles), a status survey of rare 
upland snakes, inventory and monitoring of the 
Miami tiger beetle, a statewide cave fauna 
inventory, and a status survey of rare reptiles 
in the Florida Keys. He’s since acquired 
another copy of the Golden Guide to ‘Rocks 
and Minerals’.
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Mark Elliott markelliott1955@gmail.com 
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Karen Garren iluvfla@cox.net
Secretary
Ellen Thoms ellen.thoms@douglasproducts.com
Treasurer
Goldie Schwartz afn49@mindspring.com 352-562-3831
Chapter Representative
Sandi Saurers sandi@bbos.com
Director
Connie Caldwell cnncldwll@gmail.com 
Director
Karen Schneider karenks98@yahoo.com
Director
Jill McGuire mikejillmcguire@earthlink.net
Director
Michael Bubb  Michael.Bubb@medicine.ufl.edu 

Director
Paul Lyrene  iharris2@bellsouth.net 
Field Trip Coordinator
Karen Garren iluvfla@cox.net 
Newsletter Editor
Karen Ahlers ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

Membership Chair 

Goldie Schwartz afn49@mindspring.com 352-562-3831
Plant Rescue
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Plant ID
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Facebook Page Maintenance
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The Rhexia is published eight times a year by the 
Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Soci-
ety. Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged 
to submit articles and images for publication considera-
tion to ahlers.karen@gmail.com 

Alachua County Arbor Day Celebration
January 18, 2019, Archer Community Center

Alachua County invites residents to celebrate Florida’s 
Arbor Day, January 18, 2019, by planting trees at the his-
toric Archer Community Center (16671 SW 137 Avenue, 
Archer). The tree planting is from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Participants will learn the latest techniques for proper-
ly planting trees. They will also learn about important trees 
in the community, and how they can help renew the local 
tree canopy. This event is sponsored by Alachua County, 
and the City of Archer, with the help of nonprofit organiza-
tions, such as We Are Neutral and Keep Alachua Beauti-
ful.

View the flyer and agenda for the Florida’s Arbor Day 
event.

In addition to the Florida’s Arbor Day celebration, on 
Martin Luther King Day (January 21, 2019) volunteers will 
work with Alachua County’s Parks and Conservation 
Lands Department and the non-profit organization Keep 
Alachua Beautiful to plant dozens of shade trees along the 
N.W. 43rd Street north of the City of Gainesville.

Those interested in volunteering for this project can 
contact Keep Alachua Beautiful at 352-371-9444.
Florida’s Arbor Day is a state celebration held the third 
Friday of January. National Arbor Day is Friday, April 26, 
2019.

Arbor Day originated in 1872, when Sterling Morton of 
Nebraska City, Nebraska, organized the planting of one 
million trees. Since that time, Arbor Day has spread to 
thousands of communities all across America and the 
globe. The celebration is meant to recognize and support 
the planting of trees.

Learn more about the history of Arbor Day.
For more information, contact Alachua County Arborist 

Lacy Holtzworth at 352-548-1266.

http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
https://www.arborday.org/celebrate/documents/history.pdf
http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
http://alachuacounty.us/Depts/Communications/Documents/pr_images/Flyer_Archer_Arbor_Day.pdf
https://www.arborday.org/celebrate/documents/history.pdf
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On Tuesday, October 30th, Charlie Pederson led a 
group of intrepid botanists/biologists from multiple organiza-
tions through the undergrowth of Etoniah Forest State Park 
to count Etoniah rosemary (Conradina etonia) plants.  Eto-
niah rosemary, endemic to  Etoniah Creek white sand 
scrub, wasn’t described until 1991. In the abstract of the 
paper first describing it, the authors (Kral and McCartney) 
stated that “C. etonia is a narrow endemic, that is on land 
that is presently being developed for residential use and 
that it therefore should receive high conservation priority.” It 
is now on both State and Federal lists of endangered plants. 
Based on reports from Charlie Pederson, these plants have 
been counted annually for about 18 years. In 2000, biolo-
gists counted about 700 individual plants. A few years later 
2,369 plants were counted; in 2018, we counted less than 
1,500.  Most individuals now occur on state forest lands, but 
some also grow on private inholdings within the forest.

We split into two groups and the smart group got to 
count the plants along the roadside. The other group, of 
which I was a member, was obliged to bushwhack our way 
through the overgrown scrub from plot to plot. The botanists 
flagged the plants, I counted the flags, and someone else 
recorded the numbers. 

One interesting observation made by the ecologically 
observant botanists/biologists was that seedlings were only 
observed in recently opened or disturbed sandy areas such 
as those exposed by the roots of a fallen tree or by mechan-
ical disturbance.  Mature plants struggled in the dense 
shade; those in full sun or light shade seemed to be the 
most healthy.  Only a few flowers and pollinators were ob-
served in dense shade.   

At the end of the survey, our discussion ranged from 
the current conditions to what might be needed to optimize 
growing conditions and even what might have optimized the 
growth of Etoniah rosemary during the ice ages when scrub 
habitats were more widespread. Unlike some scrub and 
sandhill plants, Etoniah rosemary does not tolerate frequent 
fires; it seems more adapted to mechanical disturbance to 
open up suitable habitat. Some biologists have suggested 
that such plants might have depended upon soil disturbance 
of extinct megafauna (such as mastodons, mammoths, 
gomphotheres, and giant sloths).  (I went home and looked  
up gomphotheres. Apparently Florida may have been one of 
their last strongholds before extinction.) Ironically, present-
day management of Etoniah rosemary might require distur-
bance by heavy machinery (plus occasional fire) to mimic 
the effects of these extinct mammals. Much more research 
is needed. 

Back to the survey... We counted a total of 1,475 
plants. Population estimates fluctuate from year to year, 
but have never exceeded 2,400 plants.  I hope we will 
reconvene next year, same time same place to do it 
again.

Etoniah Rosemary Census
Photos and text by Mark Elliott

January 19th “Field Trip”
Gainesville Great Invader Raider Rally

In lieu of a formal January field trip, we will be par-
ticipating in Gainesville’s Great Invader Raider Rally 
on January 19th.  The original program, concentrating 
on removal of invasive exotic air potato (Dioscorea 
bulbifera), was so successful that attention in recent 
years has turned to other plant pests such as coral 
ardisia or scratchthroat (Ardisia crenata).  Removing 
ardisia is easy work in beautiful surroundings with like-
minded nice folks.  Afterward, as a reward for our ac-
complishments, the city hosts a celebration at Morn-
ingside Nature Center with T-shirts, prizes, music, and 
food.  If you’re not available on the 19th, Give Back 
Thursdays also hosts invasive exotic plant removal at 
other locations.  I helped out last month at the new 
expansion of Palm Point Park with removal of cae-
sarweed (Urena lobata) – that was an experience!  
Get more information and register for participation 
click here.

Photo by Mark Whitten

http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/GainesvilleGreenwayChallenge.aspx
http://www.cityofgainesville.org/ParksRecreationCulturalAffairs/NaturalResourcesandPrograms/GainesvilleGreenwayChallenge.aspx
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Penny Weber is director of 
Gainesville’s Friends of Nature 
Parks.  Our Paynes Prairie 
Chapter November field trip 
visited her family property 
west of Lake City, a tract that 
is greater than 200 acres. The 
visit was arranged by Society 
President Susan Carr whose 
day job involves evaluation of 
properties for conservation 
with the North Florida Land 
Trust.  Since the 1940’s, Pen-
ny’s father had been burning 
the property to manage habitat 
for bobwhite quail.  Now she 
and husband Russ have been 
removing planted pine, scat-
tering seed, and planting lon-
gleaf pine and wire grass.  We 
loaded into SUVs and pickup 
trucks for the drive through an 
old field road. There were many surprises.

At the first stop we looked across a level savanna 
with scattered clumps of trees. It seemed mostly 
grasses but closer examination showed a diverse 
herbaceous community of knee-high shrubs and trees 
kept short by frequent fires.  Our first surprise was 
chinquapin or bush chestnut. Susan’s friend Rick 

grows chestnut hybrids in Micanopy – he collected 
nuts.  Florida autumn colors peeked out from golden 
asters, cottony buckwheat, and spectacular azure 
blue sage; even the poison oak was lovely!  I couldn’t 
keep track of the amazing grass diversity.

We loaded back up and drove along a dirt road 
bordered by spectacular sky blue salvia to the second 
site.  The landscape here had more rolling hills and 
the ground cover appeared sparser, with turkey oak 
and partridge pea being more predominant.  What 
looked to be clumps of dried flowers on the tips of 
many plants turned out to be large green lynx spiders 
(Peucetia viridians) guarding egg sacs.  In the dis-
tance was a darker grayish brown patch with large 
sand live oaks.  Penny’s husband Russ said a slight 
depression there overlies a clay layer and seasonally 
holds up to an inch of water.  The dark plants turned 
out to be summer’s farewell (Dalea pinnata var. pin-
nata).  Everywhere was color and new surprises.  
Several other people joined us and we had interesting 
discussions on management and conservation topics.  
It must be so rewarding to promote natural diversity 
and watch changes over the years; like gardening on 
a large scale.                                   (Con’t. on page 5)

Down on the Farm – a study in ecosystem restoration
By Karen Garren

Photo by Karen Garren

Photo by Renee Bodine
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Plants observed at the first site
Wiregrass (Aristida stricta) Eastern silver aster (Symphyotrichum concolor, formerly Aster concolor)
Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) Also the smaller Walter’s aster (S. walterii)

Slash pine (Pinus elliottii) Sweet goldenrod (Solidago odora)
Sand live oak (Quercus geminata) Little bluestem grass (Schizachyrium scoparium)

Winged sumac (Rhus copallinum) Big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) has an unbranched inflorescence as 
opposed to double “V” of splitbeard bluestem (A. ternarius)

Bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum) Wild buckwheat (Eriogonum tomentosum)

Chinquapin or dwarf bush chestnut (Castanea pumila) Azure blue sage (Salvia azurea) – spectacular

Shiny blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites) Tall ironweed (Vernonia angustifolia)

Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum) – beautiful, looks vegetatively like 
Eragrostis.

Wooly pawpaw or polecat bush? (Asimina incana) Yellow indiangrass (Sorgastrum nutans) – more rhizomatous than lopsided 
indiangrass

Poison oak (Toxicodendron pubescens) Coastal sandbur (Cenchrus spinifex)

Plants observed at the second site
Turkey oak (Quercus laevis) Purple false foxglove (Agalinis purpurea)
Hammock snakeroot (Ageratina jucunda) Elliott’s bluestem (Andropogon gyrans)

Partridge pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata) Whitetop or Dixie aster (Sericocarpus tortifolius, formerly Aster tortifolius)

Coastalplain honeycombhead (Balduina angustifolia) Tall jointweed (Polygonum pinicola, formerly Polygonella gracilis)
Cottony goldenaster (Chrysopsis gossypina subsp. 
gossypina) Summer farewell (Dalea pinnata var. pinnata)

Since the 1940’s, 
Penny’s father had been 

burning the property to 
manage habitat for 

bobwhite quail.  Now she 
and husband Russ have 

been removing planted 
pine, scattering seed, 
and planting longleaf 
pine and wire grass.

Photo by Renee Bodine
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Plant ID Workshop for April 2018
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren

†According to the USF “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”, Hypericum reductum has now been subsumed into the species 
Hypericum tenuifolium. A defining characteristic of Elliott’s aster (Symphyotrichum elliottii) is clasping leaves along the 
lower portion of the stem. We extend gratitude to all those who participated. The workshop is intended to be educational 
not a plant ID service. Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”.

When 2 + 2 = 10
by Lisa Jelks

On a dreary Saturday in December, four intrepid 
souls set out for Carl’s Garden not really knowing what to 
expect or what work would be needed. Although we were 
anticipating rain showers, it only drizzled on us now and 
then as we pulled bidens, trimmed overgrown plants, and 
removed spent flower buds. 

The light showers were actually quite refreshing! But 
you would have thought we had ten worker bees instead 
of four—it was truly amazing to see just how much we 
accomplished with the proper motivation (i.e., completing 
our tasks before the rain really started!). And the rains did 
start in earnest, but not until we were safely indoors eat-
ing pizza and enjoying each other’s company.  

A giant thank you to Erick, Rob, Howard, and Lisa for 
putting in the time to spruce up our community native 
plant garden. Feeling left out? Don’t worry, we hope to 
schedule a work day next spring.

Scientific Name Common Name Family Status

Workshop

Symphyotrichum elliottii Elliot’s aster Asteraceae Native

Ipomoea hederifolia Scarlet creeper Convolvulaceae Native

Plant Raffle

Sapindus saponaria Florida soapberry Sapindaceae Native

Hamelia patens Firebush Rubiaceae Native

Hypericum tenuifolium† Atlantic St. John’s-Wort Clusiaceae Native

Ilex vomitoria Yaupon Aquifoliaceae Native

Iresine diffusa Juba’s bush Amaranthaceae Native

Serenoa repens Saw palmetto Arecaceae Native

Tilia americana Carolina basswood Malvaceae Native

Trichostema dichotumum Forked bluecurls Lamiaceae Native

http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.
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Please join us for these events!

General Meeting 
Freshwater Turtles of FL
with Jonathan Mays, FWCC
Tuesday, Jan. 15, 7:00 PM

Plant ID Workshop at 6:30 PM
(See Page 1 for details)

Arbor Day Celebration
Friday, January 18, 2019
Archer Community Center
(See Page 2 for details) 

Great Invader Round-Up
January 19

(See Page 3 for details)

Save the Date! 
Spring Native Plant Sale

April 19-20, 2019

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to pro-
mote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

  The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native 

plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that 

preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo, 
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick 
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s 
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?

You could win $100 worth of plants from 
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to propa-
gate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed. You will 
need to grow several flats of four inch pots in 
time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant 
Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions - 
352-372-2107.

SPRING YARD TOUR 
Whose yard shall we visit in the Spring?  Maybe yours?  

Contact cnncldwll@gmail.com if you can offer your yard for a tour  
in March or April.

mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:cnncldwll@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

