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May General Meeting
A crash course in bryophytes and ten
“easy” and common species

Sean Kearns, UF
Tuesday, May 21, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Plant ID Workshop at 6:30 p.m.
Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship Hall
4225 NW 34th Street, Gainesville, FL 32605

Bryophytes are small, often inconspicuous, and
tricky to identify but don’t let that deter you. Everyone
loves a challenge, right? Bryophytes which make up a
group of small, primitive, non-vascular plants, are
composed of Liverworts, Hornworts and Mosses. Due
to their small size they are often overlooked but they
are one of the most diverse groups of plants with over
22,100 species and often serve as microhabitats for a
plethora of organisms including tiny invertebrates.
Sean Kearns is an undergraduate at the University of Florida and will earn his B.S. in botanical research this August. Before he came to Gainesville to
attend UF he was a Sergeant in the United States
Marine Corps with 1st Battalion 4th Marines on Camp
Pendleton CA. He is passionate about nature and fell
in love with plants as a child playing in the mountain
streams of the Adirondack Mountains in upstate New
York. His primary interest lies with Aquatic plants (hydrophytes and Macrophytes). Currently Sean is conducting research on bryophytes at the OrdwaySwisher Biological Station in Putnam County, and describing a liverwort and its unique habitat; the spring
head of Blue Hole at Ichetucknee Springs State Park.
In the future Sean plans to pursue a Masters of Science and then Doctorate in Botany. He also hopes to
develop future research focused on the aquatic
bryophytes of the Santa Fe River and its tributaries.

May 2019

May Field Trip
Ordway-Swisher Biological Station
May 25th 2019
Sean Kearns will lead a tour covering some of
the common bryophyte communities found on the
Ordway-Swisher Biological Station (OSBS). We will
hike/Drive through much of the north east part of
the station exploring baygall, basin, and floodplain
swamps where we’ll see thallus liverworts and
sphagnum as well as mesic hammocks and successional hardwood forests where we’ll see dense
and diverse epiphytic bryophyte communities.
Dress appropriately and don’t forget your water.
Meet at the northeast corner of the parking lot of
the Publix on NW 39th Ave and 13th St. at 8am. We
will then consolidate our vehicles and drive to the
west entrance of the OSBS. Contact Ellen Thoms,
352-317-3362 if you have questions.
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Remembering Mark Whitten
The Florida Museum is saddened to announce the
sudden death of botanist Mark Whitten, well known for his
love of living things, his collegial spirit and gentle, kind
manner.
He began his work at the University of Florida in 1981
as a graduate student of Norris Williams, curator emeritus
of the UF Herbarium, and received his Ph.D. from UF in
1985, publishing a dissertation on orchids and their insect
pollinators in Panama. Whitten joined the museum’s staff
as a research scientist and was recently honored for 25
years of service.
“Mark was an amazing soul, filled with knowledge
about nearly everything,” said Lucas Majure, assistant curator of the herbarium. “He made the herbarium an incredibly happy and loving place to work. He will be greatly
missed and is irreplaceable.”
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Whitten’s colleagues described him as a dedicated
scientist in the field, the lab and the herbarium. He mentored countless students and was quick to assist museum
and visiting scientists, often collecting plant samples to fulfill requests from experts around the world.
He was a valued collaborator on a number of research
projects and also conducted his own studies. He was especially fond of the plants of the Southeast.
“Mark was always willing to help with whatever was
needed,” Pamela Soltis said. “He was so happy when he
was in the field with students, sharing his passion with another generation of botanists. We were lucky to have him
as a friend and colleague.”
(Text and image borrowed from https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/science/remembering-botanist-mark-whitten/ )
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Florida Wildflower Symposium
and the Party for the Planet at
by Mark Elliott
the Santa Fe Zoo. Then came
the Spring Plant Sale. This was
As I jot down notes for the last
the 30th anniversary of the plant
Rhexia of the spring season I can’t
sale and lots of members
help but think it has been a good
worked hard planning and exeyear so far. Meeting attendance has
cuting this celebration.
been very high perhaps because we
In between all this, Howard
have had some excellent speakers
and
Lisa Jelks planned and
and field trips. And we have been
installed
native plants for the
busy representing our chapter and
Cotton
Club
and received the
getting the word out about the FlorFriends
of
Nature
Parks Star
ida Native Plant Society and our
Volunteer
Environmental
Award
mission.
President Mark Elliott tabling at the Santa Fe Zoo for this as well as their many
Karen Garren and I represented
Photo by Julieta Brambila
other efforts in raising awarePaynes Prairie chapter serving on
ness of native plants . Ellen
the management plan committees for
Thoms
gave
a
talk
on
Native
Plants at the Florida Springs
San Felasco Hammock Preserve and Prices Scrub State
Institute
and
will
present
again
in June at the Master GarParks. I also participated in a land management review
dener
convention.
for the Suwanee River Water Management District. We
We have been busy and we are getting the word out
rubbed elbows with experts in multiple fields allied with
there
about native plants. Well done! Thank you everyone
land management and both were really interesting expefor
your
hard work.
riences.
This
month Sean Kearns will present at talk about
We also had a busy season tabling. Susan Carr and I
mosses
and
then lead a field trip to the Ordway-Swisher
started the year out tabling at the Flatwoods Fire and Napreserve.
Then
we take a well-deserved break for the
ture Festival in January. Then in March, eight of us took
summer.
We
have
a great lineup of speakers for the fall
shifts tabling over the course of the two day Kanapaha
and
I’m
already
working
on Spring 2020. Have a great
Spring Garden Festival. Early in April we tabled at the UF
summer.
See
you
in
September.
Sustainability Fair. The next week we were at both the

President’s message

Cotton Club Project Update
by Lisa Jelks
After a trying yet rewarding weekend of negotiating the Morningside Spring Native Plant Sale, several
intrepid members continued their outreach by spreading mulch at the Cotton Club landscape. Not only did
we spread mulch around our existing plants to protect
them from lawnmowers and to aid in their growth, but
we also took down the large dead palm tree. This took
brains as well as sweat! Using four-wheel drive trucks,
ropes, and chainsaws, the group overcame the obvious hardship. Although we successfully brought the
tree down and sawed it into attractive landscape barriers, removing the large root system from the hole
was just too much for our puny tools. A project for another day I’m afraid.
Thanks to Kristen Reaver for coordinating this
worthwhile civic project! And thanks to the volunteers
who showed up ready for hard work: Jamie
Barichivich, Roberta Gastmeyer, Howard and Lisa
Jelks, G.W. Mingo, Franklin Percival, Nathan Reaver,
and Jennifer Staiger.

The Rhexia
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
May 2019

Page 4

Thirty Years and Counting
by Lisa Jelks; Photos by Rob Garren
After an inauspicious beginning
provided their bluegrass sounds,
we were able to see our 30-year
Mayflower Cellars was selling breakMorningside Native Plant Sale to
fast sandwiches (and the delicious
fruition. The severe weather that rumsmells warmed the crowd), several
bled through town on Friday, April 19,
non-profit organizations were on hand
unfortunately forced the cancellation
to talk about their work, University
of our members-only sale. Then, on
Press of Florida sold plant and nature
Saturday morning, more rain showers
books, Creative Garden Structures
hampered our efforts to get the sale
had beautifully hand-made bird boxput together. Our plant vendors had
es, and Ellen Thoms oversaw the
to unload in the rain and we struggled
details of our four nature walks.
against the wind and chilly air. But,
The crowd favorite was the insect
with perseverance and fortitude, we
show-and-tell offered by the UF Enconquered the elements and suctomology students. Our booth volunceeded in holding our big celebration!
teers were kept mighty busy answerBy 9:00 am we had a healthy
ing questions, signing up new memcrowd of plant shoppers. Boilin’ Oil
bers, and selling t-shirts.
We also had several of Jack
Putz’s books for sale, which he generously donated to our chapter
(thanks again Jack!).
Of course, all of this takes a lot of
effort from many different people, including staff with the City of
Gainesville Nature Operations and
Friends of Nature Parks, and the
many volunteers who showed up to
help at Saturday’s sale. I would especially like to thank the 30-year Native
Plant Sale subcommittee for their tireless efforts in coordinating this special event: Heather Blake and Gary
Hunt, for supplying and coordinating
the vendor appreciation social; Jennifer Staiger for all her work with the
vendors and booking Boilin' Oil musical entertainment; Howard Jelks for
designing the beautiful t-shirts and
working with Atlas to have them
made, and for procuring Mayflower
Cellars; Ellen Thoms for coordinating
all the nature walks and the insect
show-and-tell; Connie Caldwell and
Claudia Larsen for sending out promotional materials; and Jamie
Barichivich for his support wherever it
was needed. We are also grateful to
Chiappini Farm Native Nursery for
agreeing to return to the sale to help
celebrate our 30th year.

Mark your calendars for
the Fall sale Oct. 18 & 19!
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Field trip to San Felasco Hammock with Dr. Lucas Majure March 23, 2019
Text and photos by Rob Garren
On a cool Saturday morning in March, we were led
on a botanical field trip by Lucas Majure, Ph.D., whose
official title is “Keeper of the Herbarium” at the University
of Florida. Dr. Majure is a world class plant taxonomist
with extensive experience researching the genus Opuntia
(Cactaceae) among other plant species. Our walk took
us to the south side trail of the San Felasco park where
we encountered a number of interesting taxa. Early on in

the hike we observed horse sugar (Symplocos tinctoria),
smallflower pawpaw (Asimina parviflora), parsley haw
(Crataegus marshallii), deerberry (Vaccinium stamineum),
eastern hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiana), chinquapin
(Castanea pumila), redbay (Persea borbonia), common
persimmon (Diospyros virginiana), needle palm (Rhapidophyllum hystrix) and a number of other small trees and
shrubs. The herbaceous stratum in this portion of the
park is fairly diverse and included wiregrass (Aristida
stricta), broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus var. virginicus), several species of Smilax including S. tamnoides, S.
auriculata, Adam’s needle (Yucca filamentous), and others.
I was particularly interested in the various grasses
and sedges occurring along the walk since these species
are often the more difficult taxa to identify on other sites I
work on as a consultant. Dr. Majure provided a host of
IDs with respect to these groups, including many familiar
to me and others not so familiar. There were several
Carex (Cyperaceae) species we encountered including
Long’s sedge (Carex longii), peninsula sedge (C. peninsulae), slender woodland sedge (C. digitalis), Chapman’s
sedge (C. chapmannii), lined sedge (C. striatula), and
bromelike sedge (C. bromoides), and Carex basiantha, a

wetland species which apparently has not been given a
common name.
With respect to grasses, a genus of interest is
Dichanthelium, often referred to as “low panicums” due to
their mostly diminutive stature particularly in the spring
when many species consist of very short rosettes of
leaves from which flowering stalks soon emerge. These
species were formerly assigned to the genus Panicum,
hence the collective name. One of the most common
Dichanthelium species is variable witchgrass (D. commutatum) which I am sure many of you have often observed
in our local woodland settings. We also encountered
eggleaf witchgrass (Dichanthelium ovale) and Bosc’s
witchgrass (D. boscii). In the drier areas of the park one
can also observe needleleaf witchgrass (D. aciculare)
which has generally very narrow leaves with rolled (incurved) edges. This latter species is very common in
sandhill habitats. In addition to the low panicums, we
also
(Continued on Page 6)
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San Felasco field trip
(Continued from Page 5)

found blue maidencane (Amphicarpum muhlenbergianum), a short grass which can be identified by the
presence of cartilaginous (thickened, whitish) margins on
the leaves.
There were numerous other species of trees, shrubs,
and herbs encountered along our walk as would be expected since the San Felasco Hammock ecosystem is a
fairly diverse plant community which includes mesic and
xeric hammock, wetland, sandhill, pine flatwoods, and
other plant associations. Some of the canopy trees include southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), spruce
pine (Pinus glabra), hackberry (Celtis laevigata), turkey
oak (Quercus laevis), laurel oak (Quercus hemispherica),
sand live oak (Quercus geminata), water oak (Q. nigra),
swamp blackgum (Nyssa biflora), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), black cherry (Prunus serotina), red
maple (Acer rubrum), Carolina basswood (Tilia americana var. caroliniana), pignut hickory (Carya glabra), and
others. In addition to younger individuals of the canopy
species, the understory also included ironwood (Carpinus caroliniana), smallflower pawpaw (Asimina parviflora), common persimmon (Diospyros virginiana), and box
elder (Acer negundo). Shrubs and shrub-likes we encountered included needle palm, tree sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum), mayhaw (Crataegus uniflora), dwarf
palmetto (Sabal minor), American holly (Ilex opaca var.
opaca), yaupon (I. vomitoria), American strawberrybush
(Euonymus americanus), gum bully (Sideroxylon lanuginosum), and others.
The San Felasco area has a fairly rich assemblage
of herbaceous species. During the course of the morning we observed wild yam (Dioscorea villosa), kidneyleaf
rosinweed (Silphium compositum), prostrate blue violet
(Viola walteri), early blue violet (Viola palmata), climbing
hempvine (Mikania scandens), greendragon (Arisaema
dracontium), jack-in-the-pulpit (A. triphyllum), eastern
poison-ivy (Toxicodendron radicans), lyreleaf sage
(Salvia lyrata – perhaps the largest specimen we have
ever seen), beggarticks (Bidens alba), Spanish needles
(B. bipinnata), hairy leafcup (Smallanthus uvedalia), wild
chervil (Chaerophyllum tainturieri), virginsbower (Clematis virginiana), satincurls (C. catesbyana), yellow passionflower (Passiflora lutea), queen’s delight (Stillingia
sylvatica), gopher apple (Licania michauxii), longleaf
woodoats (Chasmanthium sessiliflorum), and a host of
others. There were also various ferns seen as well including ebony spleenwort (Asplenium platyneuron),
tailed bracken (Pteridium aquilinum var. pseudocaudatum), and southern wood fern (Dryopteris ludoviciana).

Lucas picked up a very large specimen of Bartram’s airplant (Tillandsia bartramii). The most common invasive
species seen was scratchthroat (Ardisia crenata), a very
aggressive exotic taxon that has infested many natural
habitats in Alachua County and beyond.
We are grateful for the time Dr. Majure set aside to
spend with us on a Saturday morning. This was a very
informative, well-attended field trip which provided something for everyone, including a little bird watching as well.
I am hopeful we can arrange a future field excursion with
Dr. Majure.

This rust colored shirt was
left at the last meeting. We
will have it at the next
meeting on May 21.
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Saving threatened sandhill lands
April yard tour hosted by Paul Cohen
By Connie Caldwell
Paul Cohen owns 16 acres of property that had been
bought up by Loncala Phosphate, cleared of longleaf pine,
and divided into 8 acre lots. Paul says the land here is
threatened. Paul and the others who purchased property
here in order to conserve it say they just keep on hanging
on. Paul has been working with his property for 13 years. He
burned it in 2014 and again in 2018. Our view was the early
stages of a sandhill restoration.
We begin by walking along a fire lane of deep sand
where there are lots of turkey oaks (Quercus laevis), sand
live oaks (Quercus geminata), saw palmetto (Serenoa
repens), winged sumac (Rhus copallinum), and dog fennel
(Eupatorium capillifolium), with a floor of wiregrass (Aristida
stricta). We see coreopsis (C. leavenworthii), evening primrose (Oenothera sp.), beautyberry (Callicarpa americana),
silk bay (Persea humilis), sparkleberry (Vaccinium
arboreum), and scrub rosemary (Ceratiola ericoides). Seeing deer moss (Cladina sp.) elicits a comment that a lichen
happens “when an alga and a fungus take a liking to each
other!” Grape vines (Vitis sp.) and shiny blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites) are abundant. Lots of Florida paintbrush
(Carphephorus corymbosus) await the fall when it will sport
its purple blooms. Some small stiff-grassy tuffets are a mystery to all of us.
We proceed up an incline and begin to see more scrub
rosemary; in fact, we walk right through it for a while. Now
we’re not on a path, and dependent on our leaders to know
where we are! We see a gopher tortoise burrow. We’re told
that there are plenty of bobcats and coyotes (look out, chickens!). Sand blackberries (Rubus cuneifolius) are beginning
to bloom. We’re told that old-timers say that means winter is
over.
We find deerberry (Vaccinium stamineum) and have a
discussion of how to tell it from sparkleberry (deerberry stamens are longer than the flowers). Now we’re finding more
fun specimens: pawpaw, pinewoods milkweed (Asclepias
humistrata), a grass that might be dropseed (Sporobolus
sp.), persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) with soft reddish new
leaves, scrub buckwheat (Eriogonum longifolium var.
gnaphalifolium), bracken fern (Pteridium aquilinum var.
pseudocaudatum) There were several beautifully blooming
lupine (Lupinus sp.). Down another fire lane we are headed
back to the road. Here we find passion vine (Passiflora incarnata), tread softly (Cnidoscolus stimulosus), gopher apple
(Licania michauxii), witchgrass (Dichanthelium sp.), sand
pines (Pinus clausa), red bay (Persea borbonia), and goldenrod (Solidago canadensis) waiting for its chance to bloom
in the fall. Further on we see purple thistle (Cirsium horridulum), salt bush (Baccharis halimifolia), and as we arrive at

the road we notice lots of southern beeblossom
(Oenothera simulans), and fleabane (Erigeron quercifoliua). We watch a black swallowtail butterfly sipping
nectar from a thistle. A plant with tiny white flowers intrigues us; looks like the carrot family: wild chervil?
Anybody know?
It’s been a fun tour, and Paul and the other property
owners who toured with us deserve commendation and
thanks for working to preserve this lovely and special
piece of Florida.

Thanks Paul!

Paul Cohen has been a stalwart
supporter of the Paynes Prairie Chapter for many
years. Prior to each monthly meeting Paul, together
with Rob Garren and others, hosts an educational
plant ID session. Meeting attendees bring plants to
ask the experts to identify and provide information.
Paul then compiles a list that appears in the Rhexia
with scientific and common names, plant family, and
whether it’s native or non-native. Hats off to Paul for
the service he provides!
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Plant ID Workshop for April 2019
Compiled by Paul Cohen and Robert Garren
Scientific Name

Common Name

Family

Status

Workshop
Acalypha arvensis

FIELD COPPERLEAF

EUPHORBIACEAE

Non-Native

Asimina pygmea

DWARF PAWPAW

ANNONACEAE

Native

Begonia cucullata

WAX BEGONIA; CLUB BEGONIA

BEGONIACEAE

Non-Native

Campanula floridana

FLORIDA BELLFLOWER

CAMPANULACEAE

Native

Carex fissa var. aristata

HAMMOCK SEDGE

CYPERACEAE

Native

Carex longii

LONG'S SEDGE

CYPERACEAE

Native

Dichanthelium aciculare

NEEDLELEAF WITCHGRASS

POACEAE

Native

Dichanthelium commutatum

VARIABLE WITCHGRASS

POACEAE

Native

Dichanthelium sphaerocarpon

ROUNDSEED WITCHGRASS

POACEAE

Native

Digitaria gracillima

LONGLEAF CRABGRASS

POACEAE

Native

Diospyros virginiana

COMMON PERSIMMON

EBENACEAE

Native

Galium tinctorium

STIFF MARSH BEDSTRAW

RUBIACEAE

Native

Gamochaeta purpurea

SPOONLEAF PURPLE EVERLASTING

ASTERACEAE

Native

Spermolepis divaricata

ROUGHFRUIT SCALESEED

APIACEAE

Native

Plant Auction
Acer negundo

BOXELDER

SAPINDACEAE

Native

Aesculus pavia

RED BUCKEYE

SAPINDACEAE

Native

Amorpha fruticosa

BASTARD FALSE INDIGO

FABACEAE

Native

Asclepias tuberosa

BUTTERFLYWEED; BUTTERFLY MILKWEED

APOCYNACEAE

Native

Callirhoe papaver

WOODLAND POPPYMALLOW

MALVACEAE

Native

Helianthus resinosus

RESINDOT SUNFLOWER

ASTERACEAE

Native

Justicia pringlei

COOLEY'S WATERWILLOW; COOLEY'S JUSTICIA

ACANTHACEAE

Native

Melanthera nivea

SNOW SQUARESTEM

ASTERACEAE

Native

Monarda punctata

SPOTTED BEEBALM

LAMIACEAE

Native

Palafoxia integrifolia

COASTALPLAIN PALAFOX

ASTERACEAE

Native

Salvia coccinea

TROPICAL SAGE; BLOOD SAGE

LAMIACEAE

Native

Sapindus saponaria

SOAPBERRY

SAPINDACEAE

Native

Silphium asteriscus

STARRY ROSINWEED

ASTERACEAE

Native

Spigelia marilandica

WOODLAND PINKROOT

LOGANIACEAE

Native

Tilia americana

CAROLINA BASSWOOD

MALVACEAE

Native

Verbesina virginica

WHITE CROWNBEARD; FROSTWEED

ASTERACEAE

Native

We extend gratitude to all those who participated. The workshop is intended to be educational not a plant ID service.
Nomenclature adapted from “Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants”. (http://www.florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

This space available!
Promote your business be a Chapter sponsor!
Eight issues for only $100
Contact Goldie at afn49@mindspring.com

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer, FL 32618

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote
the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native
plants and native plant communities of Florida.
The Society fulfills this mission through:
• Support for conservation land acquisition;
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants;
• Education;
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species;
• Research on native plant species; and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage.

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?
You could win $100 worth of plants from
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed. You will
need to grow several flats of four inch pots in
time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant
Sale to qualify. Call Jim with questions 352-372-2107.

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his photo,
Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. See more of Peter’s
work at http://www2.stetson.edu/~pmay/index.htm
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