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November ZOOM Meeting 
Tuesday, November 17, 7:00 pm 

Deirdre Irwin, Water Conservation Coordinator,  
St. Johns River Water Management District 

“Waterwise Landscaping” 

 
With 29 years of experience with the St. Johns Water 
Management District, Deirdre Irwin has worked with the 
agency’s surface water regulatory program, water 
resource education program, certification program 
development and water supply planning.  Her work as the 
Florida Water StarSM Coordinator involves administering 
the program and technical outreach for the program.  
Deirdre works closely with district staff in the 
development of regional water supply plans and 
coordinates a regional utility conservation coordinator 
network. 

Deirdre co-chairs the Water Use Efficiency Division for 
the Florida Section of the AWWA. She serves on the 

technical advisory committees for the University of 
Florida Center for Landscape Conservation and Ecology, 
the statewide Florida-Friendly Landscaping Advisory 
Committee.  She serves on the education committee and 
chairs the scholarship committee for the Florida Green 
Building Coalition. 

In her presentation on Waterwise Landscaping, Deidre 
will talk about the districts approach to educating the 
public about landscaping, including natives.  She will also 
cover some detail on efficient irrigation and recent 
efforts to update the Florida Water Star Gold ties with a 
native plant requirement. 

 
 

Message from our President 
By Mark Elliott 

 
Happy November Paynes Prairie members! It is finally beginning to feel like Autumn.  The wildflowers are on 
their way out and a few leaves are beginning to fall.   

We had a great field trip to the Weber farm last month.  Ellen has provided an excellent synopsis of what we 
saw.  

We have another great speaker this month.  Deidre Irwin from St. Johns River Water Management District will 
be talking to us about using natives in “waterwise landscaping”.  I heard her talk a couple of years ago and she 
was excellent. The talk will be via Zoom on November 17.  The link information is on the next page.  Sign in a 
few minutes before 7pm.  

This is the last general meeting for 2020. We will reconvene on January 19, 2021. Richard Tate will tell us about 
the Ethnobotany Garden on Campus.  

Make the best of the holiday season and stay safe and healthy. Let’s hope for a better 2021! 
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Link for October ZOOM Meeting:  
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/93267036405?pwd=V0JwZVBodzdzVURwdDd4QmpiR05MZz09 

Meeting ID: 932 6703 6405  Passcode: 262505 

Tips for using ZOOM: 
• Before 7:00 pm on November 17, click on the link above to log into the ZOOM meeting; follow the 

prompts to enter the meeting.   
• Log in 5 to 10 minutes before 7:00 pm to ensure you can connect to the meeting. 
• You do not need to use the video function to see and hear the presentation. 
• You can ask questions by clicking on the “Chat” icon on the bottom of your screen and typing in your 

question.   
• We will try to send out an e-mail reminder with the above link before the meeting.  

 

October Field 
Trip Report: 

Weber 
sandhills 
prairie 

conservation 
habitat in 
Columbia 

County  
By Ellen Thoms 

 
Penny Weber  Russ Weber 

On October 17, members of the Paynes Prairie Chapter 
were treated to a special guided tour, hosted by Penny, 
Russ, and Nathan Weber of the Weber’s beautiful sandhills 
prairie conservation habitat in Columbia County.  
Beginning with Penny’s father in the 1940s, the prairie 
sandhill habitat has been managed for bobwhite quail.  
This management requires burning different sections of 
this habitat, every 2 to 3 years when possible, to create a 
mosaic of successional vegetation types that bobwhite 
quail need to thrive.  Bobwhite quail do best in a diverse 
mix of vegetation that consists of about one-third forbs 
and legumes, one-third grasses, and one-third low, woody 

species to provide the food, escape cover, and nesting and 
roosting habitat the quail need.   

Wearing masks and sitting in the open backs of pick-up 
trucks and a trailer, we toured the property, stopping to 
walk through different sections.  About 230 species of 
native plants have been identified on this property.  We 
witnessed this remarkable diversity (more than 60 species 
of native plants) during our walks into the dry prairie.  We 
first saw among a sea of green and brown hued plants the 
brilliant patches of color: the pink of the Seminole false 
foxglove (Agalinis filifolia), the yellows of the cottony  

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/93267036405?pwd=V0JwZVBodzdzVURwdDd4QmpiR05MZz09
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October field trip Report, continued 

goldenaster (Chrysopsis gossypina), coastal plain 
honeycombhead (Balduina angustifolia), narrowleaf 
sunflower (Helianthus angustifolius, Fig. 1), sweet 
goldenrod (Solidago odora var. odora), narrowleaf 
silkgrass (Pityopsis graminifolia), and fernleaf yellow false 
foxglove (Aureolaria pectinata), purples of the Florida 
paintbrush (Carphephorus corymbosus) and shortleaf 
gayfeather (Liatris tenuifolia), and deep blue of blue sage 
(Salvia azurea).  Tall, feathery yankeeweed (Eupatorium 
compositifolium) was common.  Less showy herbaceous 
plants included ticktrefoils (Desmodium floridanum, D. 
ciliare, and D. strictum), Eastern milkpea (Galactia 
regularis), and rabbit tobacco (Pseudognaphalium 
obtusifolium).  Earleaf greenbriar (Smilax auriculata) and 
sand blackberry (Rubus cuneifolius) created potential, 
vining tangles underfoot.  The “Oh My” plant of the day 
was the giant orchid (Orthochilus ecristatus), a terrestrial 
orchid with a 3 foot flowering stalk capped with large, 
rounded seed capsules.  The white flowered legume 
summer farewell (Dalea pinnata var. pinnata) was past its 
prime, indicating the Fall season has arrived when the 
bobwhite quail gather to form coveys for the winter. 

Many grass spaces were identified, including the 
abundant wiregrass (Aristida stricta), numerous bluestem 
species (Andropogon gerardii, A. glomeratus, A. ternarius, 
and A. virginicus), slender bluestem (Schizachyrium 
tenerum), switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), bearded 
skeletongrass (Gymnopogon ambiguous), knotroot foxtail 
(Setaria parviflora), and Elliot’s lovegrass (Eragrostis 
elliottii).  The most photogenic grass species, lopsided 

indiangrass (Sorghastrum secundum, Fig. 2) was in full 
bloom, along with its subtle relative, yellow indiangrass 
(S. nutans). 

Many woody plants, stunted to a lilliputian forest of low 
shrubs due to frequent burns, were observed among the 
herbaceous plants.  These included numerous oak 
species: bluejack oak (Quercus incana), turkey oak (Q. 
laevis), sand post oak (Q. margarettae), and water oak (Q. 
nigra).  Most unusual were clusters of the scrubby 
running oak (Q. pumila) which spreads by underground 
runners, an adaptation for surviving frequent burning.  
The American chinquapin (Castanea pumila), with 
distinctive dentate leaves and nuts enclosed in a small 
burr is the relative of the American chestnut.  Several 
pawpaw species, including the narrowleaf pawpaw 
(Asimina angustifolia), wooly pawpaw (A. incana), and 
bigflower pawpaw (A. obovata), wax myrtle (Morella 
cerifera), sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum), shiny 
blueberry (V. myrsinites), and winged sumac (Rhus 
copallinum) were common.  There were few large trees, 
the most common were longleaf pines (Pinus palustris).   

The habitat supports many arthropods, including the 
many species of bees and butterflies we observed 
foraging.  A large female green lynx spider, carrying her 
egg sac, was found under a leaf (Fig. 3).  The bobwhite 
quail are a keystone species, providing a food source to 
many mammals, snakes, and birds of prey.  We found the 
telltale burrows of another keystone species, the gopher 
tortoise, that also thrives in this sandhill prairie habitat. 

   
Photos by Rob Garren (Webers and Fig 1), Renee Bodine (Fig. 2), and Ellen Thoms (Fig. 3).   
Private landowners, like the Webers, are critical partners with the state of Florida for maintaining a diversity of unique 
ecosystems for future generations.  The Florida Native Plant Society is grateful for their commitment to this 
environmental legacy.  

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 Fig. 3 
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November Field Trip  
Saturday, November 21, 9:00 am  

Fall Flora at Morningside Nature Center  
Pre-registration is required: 

Contact Karen Garren to register:  
iluvfla@cox.net 

 

This City of Gainesville 278 acre nature preserve is well 
managed with fire and through invasive plant removal.  
Diverse ecosystems including upland longleaf sandhills 
and flatwoods, creekside riparian mesic hammock, 
seepage wetlands and fetterbogs, a bayhead and a 
cypress dome.  An 1870s farmstead hosts seasonal 
fiddle festivals and cane boils, an education center 
promotes ecological understanding in school children 
and the pavilion picnic grounds have hosted the Florida 
Native Plants sale for many years.  The replica Seminole 
“chickees” have been re-thatched and smell so good! 

But everything’s different this year, the farm and 
classrooms are closed and city biologists are not 
leading public outings.  In lieu of staff identifying plants 
for us, we will have access to the beautiful 60 page 
photo illustrated Fall Wildflowers of Morningside 
Nature Center based on Cathleen Kabat’s 2004 
published vegetation inventory thesis.  To see as much 
habitat diversity as possible, we will hike the perimeter 
Loop Trail, a distance of about 1.8 miles.  Please wear 
sturdy shoes, be prepared for bugs, sun and inclement 
weather. 

Where to meet: The parking lot at Morningside Nature Center (3540 E. University Ave., Gainesville) at 9:00 am.   

Directions to Morningside Nature Center (from Gainesville): Take University Avenue, Hwy 26, east past 
downtown, past the library to the intersection with Waldo Road.  Continue east for 1.8 miles: past the branching 
off of Hawthorn Road, Hwy 20, stay on Hwy 26, past NE 25th Street, past The Loften Education Center, then once 
Forest Creek is crossed, Morningside is on your left.  From the entrance follow the drive a couple hundred feet 
past the office building to the parking area.  

To register to participate: contact Karen Garren at iluvfla@cox.net.  To practice safe social distancing, this outing 
is limited to 15 people.   

 

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
mailto:iluvfla@cox.net
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