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October ZOOM Meeting 
Tuesday, October 20, 7:00 pm 

Sandra B. Wilson, Professor, 
Environmental Horticulture 

“Native alternatives to common ornamental 
invasive plants in Florida” 

 
 

Dr. Sandra Wilson is a Professor of Environmental 
Horticulture at the University of Florida’s main campus 
in Gainesville.  She received B.S. and M.S. degrees 
from the University of Delaware and a Ph.D. in Plant 
Physiology from Clemson University.  Dr. Wilson 
completed postdoctoral studies at both Clemson 
University and Chiba University, Japan.  Dr. Wilson 
teaches courses on Native Florida Landscaping, Plant 
Propagation, and Annual and Perennial Gardening.  
She has been recognized nationally with numerous 
awards for her scholarship in teaching and 
development of interactive online materials on plant 
propagation, plant family classification and 
greenhouse education.  Her research focuses on (1) 
propagation and evaluation of native plants and (2) 
characterizing the invasive potential of ornamental 

plants in Florida.  She has co-authored over 150 
scientific and technical articles in plant propagation, 
container production, and landscape use.  Recently, 
she has become the newest co-author of the 9th 
edition world standard textbook, Hartmann and 
Kester’s Plant Propagation: Principles and Practices.   
 
Her presentation will focus on the use of natives as 
alternatives to ornamental invasive plants in 
Florida.  The situation and status of common 
ornamental invasive plants in Florida will be 
discussed with nearly two decades of research to 
support the use of non-invasive sterile cultivars and 
natives that share common traits such as flowering, 
fruiting, growth and landscape use.  

Message from our President 
By Mark Elliott 

 
Hello Paynes Prairieans! Fall is almost upon us and not a moment too soon. Did you know….that summer and 
winter are very old terms but spring and fall/autumn entered the common lexicon much later? And…fall 
predates autumn by a couple of centuries.  I got that from Atlas Obscura a couple of days ago.  
 
We have another interesting speaker scheduled for October and everyone is encouraged to join in by Zoom. 
Dr. Sandra Wilson a faculty member in UF Environmental Horticulture will tell us about invasive ornamentals 
and how to use natives as alternatives in landscaping. The Zoom link is provided below and we will send a 
reminder as well. Our field trip will be at Penny Weber’s property.  We were there a few years ago and it is an 
example of beautifully managed sand hills. Susan Carr will be showing us all the cool species.  It’s a bit of a 
drive but well worth is. Sign up information is below.   
 
See you on Zoom on October 20. Remember to sign in a few minutes before 7pm. 
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Link for October ZOOM Meeting:  https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98544133053 Meeting ID: 985 4413 3053 
 
Tips for using ZOOM: 

• Before 7:00 pm on October 20, click on the link above to log into the ZOOM meeting; follow the 
prompts to enter the meeting.   

• Log in 5 to 10 minutes before 7:00 pm to ensure you can connect to the meeting. 
• You do not need to use the video function to see and hear the presentation. 
• You can ask questions by clicking on the “Chat” icon on the bottom of your screen and typing in your 

question.   
• We will try to send out an e-mail reminder with the above link before the meeting.   

October Field Trip  
Saturday, October 17, 8:00 am meet in Gainesville** 

Fall Flora in the Sandhills 
Penny and Russ Weber’s land in Columbia county 

Pre-registration is required: 
Contact Susan Carr to register:  

suscarr123@gmail.com 
803 295 2229 

 

The Paynes Prairie Chapter is hosting a field trip to the 
property of Penny and Russ Weber’s land in Columbia 
county.  The Weber property is home to some of the 
most beautiful sandhills in North Florida, and it is a 
real treat to see the Fall floral display.  With frequent 
burning, the Webers have enhanced native sandhill 
ground cover.  We will see blooming grasses and 
wildflowers at the height of the season.  Over 200 
native species have been documented in recent plant 
surveys, and there are many more to discover.   

The Weber family is working to protect this gem and 
continue managing the land for native plants.  Come 
celebrate the Webers’ dedication to Florida’s native 
plant legacy and enjoy their property. 

To encourage social distancing, this field trip will be 
limited to 15 participants.  Preregistration will be 
required.  Contact Susan Carr, our expert field 
botanist and trip leader, to register:  
suscarr123@gmail.com or 803 295 2229.  Let Susan 
know if you will be meeting the group at the Publix or 
Wendy’s sites (see directions below).   

We will be caravanning from the meeting place to the 
Weber property.  There is ample parking onsite.  
However, we will be consolidating into trucks for the 
field trip.  We will do our best to have open air 
transportation (i.e. truck beds).  Please bring your 
masks and practice social distancing on the trip.   

***See next page for meeting locations and times  

  

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98544133053
mailto:suscarr123@gmail.com
mailto:suscarr123@gmail.com
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Meeting locations:    

**8:00 am – Gainesville - Meet in SE corner of the Publix parking lot on 9200 39th Avenue (east of I-75 exit) 

**9:00 am - Wendy’s on the Hwy 47 at I-75 exit ( If coming from Lake City area)  

**9:30 am - Begin tour at Weber property.  

 
If you need to cancel or are delayed the day of the field trip (Saturday, October 17), you can contact Susan Carr on her 
cellphone: 803 295 2229. 

NOTE: The field trip is the weekend before our October 20 Zoom Meeting. 
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Another Plant Sale Bites the Dust 
By Lisa Jelks 

Times are tough all around. Who would have thought we’d still be dealing with a virus out of control 
this late in the year? Unfortunately, hard decisions have to be made. The Plant Sale committee, along 
with Friends of Nature Parks and the City of Gainesville’s Nature Operations staff held many 
discussions on how we could safely organize a Fall Native Plant Sale. We considered online sales with 
scheduled pickups (which would have required a spectacular amount of coordination and skills), 
limiting the number of customers and vendors (which would have reduced sales income), as well as 
several other options. In the end, we realized there were just too many moving pieces to be able to 
pull off a sale of this size and complexity. Throw in the fact that Morningside’s screened pavilion is still 
closed and the county’s social gathering limit, and we sadly came to the conclusion that we had to 
cancel the Fall sale. This is especially disappointing since we also had to cancel the Spring sale. We 
hope you will continue to plant natives by patronizing our local native nurseries, some of whom 
advertise in this newsletter. It is unknown when things will return to normal, but we are ever hopeful! 

 
General Election - November 17th, 2020 

 
Board members of the Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society are a dedicated crew.  
They interact with Society administration and other chapters.  They promote Native Plants at festival 
tabling events.  Many are ardent gardeners and seed collectors.  For the chapter members, they 
cooperatively plan educational programs and interesting field trips.  The chapter president takes 
inquiries from nurseries, students, government administrators and prospective members, just to name 
a few, and after consulting with other board members, provides a thoughtful considered response.  
Responsibilities come with the rewards of participating in the preservation of Florida’s unique 
biodiversity. 
 
If you have a few hours a month between August and May, please consider contributing time and 
energy to this worthy cause and step up to participate in the Paynes Prairie chapter Executive Board.  
There’s a niche to fit every interest.  Contact Karen Garren to sign-up or nominate for board positions; 
iluvfla@cox.net . 
 
 

mailto:iluvfla@cox.net


The Rhexia 
Newsletter of the Paynes Prairie Chapter 

of the Florida Native Plant Society 
October 2020 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

  

FNPS 2021 Endowment Grant Research Awards, 
Conservation Grant Awards and the Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany 

 

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant program for the purpose 
of funding research on native plants. These are small grants ($1500 or less), awarded for a 1-year 
period, and intended to support research that forward the mission of the Florida Native Plant 
Society which is "to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants 
and native plant communities of Florida."  

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in Florida. These 
grants ($5000 or less) are awarded for a 1-year period. These projects promote the preservation, 
conservation, or restoration of rare or imperiled native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant 
communities. To qualify for a Conservation Grant, the proposed project must be sponsored by an 
FNPS Chapter.  

The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide up to $1500 to graduate or undergraduate 
students who are studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the relationship between peoples 
or cultures with plants native to Florida or Florida ecosystems. These can be current uses or historic 
uses.  

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web site (www.fnps.org), click on ‘What We 
Do/Awards and Grants’. Questions regarding the grant programs should be sent to info@fnps.org.   

Application deadline for the 2021 Awards is March 5, 2021. Awards will be announced at the May 
2021 Annual Conference. Awardees do not have to be present at the Conference to receive award. 

http://www.fnps.org/
mailto:info@fnps.org
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A cool drizzly day greeted 8-10 hardy plant hunters at 
City of Gainesville’s Boulware Springs Gainesville to 
Hawthorn (GHT) trail head.  Around the parking area 
fields of dotted horsemint (Monarda punctata), 
Spanish needles (Bidens alba), Lantana camara, and 
Chickasaw plum (Prunus angustifolius) would, each in 
their seasons, be abuzz with pollinators. 

We headed for the paved trail and Rob pointed out a 
planted Florida maple (Acer saccharum ssp. 
floridanum) that was starting to turn color.  Along 
the trail we found Elliot’s lovegrass (Eragrostis 
elliottii), tons of winged sumac (Rhus copallinum) in 
full fruit, whitemouth dayflower (Commellina erecta), 
other small “weeds” such as beggar’s ticks 
(Desmodium sp.), hairy indigo (Indigofera hirsuta) 
and trailing indigo (I. spicata).  Common ragweed 
(Ambrosia artemisiifolia), competed with graceful 
feathery Yankeeweed (Eupatorium compositifolium) 
which can be differentiated from other “dog fennels” 
by the tacky texture.  We found the delicate lilac pink 
morning glory tie vine (Ipomea cordatotrilobata) with 
its “fleur-de-lis” leaves climbing a small sand live oak 
(Quercus geminata).  Joe found a lovely clearwing 
moth wasp mimic, family Sesiidae. 

City Naturalist Geoff Parks accompanied our group.  
As we trekked along the paved trail, watching out for  

 

groups of bikers, he pointed out the state-managed 
property on the west is dense hammock while the 
city-owned property to the east has been judiciously 
clear cut.  It all comes down to budget and 
manpower; the state deals with the thousands of 
acres of Paynes Prairie Preserve and has loads of 
invasive exotics so can’t put many resources into the 
buffer of upland bluffs.  Little to no herbaceous 
ground cover but many Vitis grapevine and Smilax 
catbrier climbed the edges.  Invasive mimosa (Albizia 
julibrissin) were numerous but we found lovely 
pignut hickory (Carya glabra) among the oaks. 

The ditch was lined with Ohio spiderwort 
(Tradescantia ohiensis) and much saltbush (Baccharis 
halimifolia) which will be lovely with flowers in 
another month.  There’s lots of Canada goldenrod 
(Solidago canadensis) with rough leaves.  We found a 
small clump of invasive rose natal grass now genus 
Melinus, formerly Rhyncholetrum.  On the city’s 
restoration side is a single remnant turkey oak 
(Quercus laevis), a tuft of lovely broom “sedge” 
(Andropogon virginicus), with its resident katydid 
(Pterophylla camellifolia), lots of passion flower 
(Passiflora incarnata) and a clump of eastern gamma 
grass (Tripsacum dactyloides); Rob put us straight: 
it’s not Fakahatchee grass (T. floridanum) but larger. 

 

  

  

 
September Field Trip Report 

Boulware Springs Rails to 
Trail 

By Karen Garren 
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September field trip Report, continued 

 

An old road of mostly Bahia and centipede grass led 
us east into the restoration site.  Geoff told us that 
Boulware Springs, the original Gainesville water 
works, was discontinued when the Murphy Wellfield 
was developed in the early- to mid-1900s.  The 
springs and historic buildings were acquired by the 
city.  The area north of the trailhead park was slated 
to be developed into recreation centers but initial 
site surveys found many gopher tortoises and 
noticed much indigenous native vegetation.  
Wiregrass (Aristida stricta) was found poking through 
centipede grass (Eremochloa ophiuroides) mats.  The 
decision was made to restore the uncommon and 
valuable upland sandhill habitat.  As we wandered, 
he pointed out partridge pea (Chaemecrista 
fasciculata), St. Andrew’s cross (Hypericum 
hypericoides), grass-leaved aster (Pityopsis 
graminifolia), tons of sparkleberry (Vaccinium 
arboreum), in uplands(!) indicative of the flatwoods 
character of the ecosystem.  I followed mobbing calls 
of a dozen bluebirds and a red-headed woodpecker 
to find a lovely young rat snake (Elaphe obsoleta 
quadrivittata) on a brush pile.  Later, going back to 
show the others, we found a happy female fence 
lizard (Sceloporus undulatus).  Geoff said 6-lined 
racerunner lizards (Aspidoscelis sexlineatus) are also 
found onsite.   Nearby were deerberry (Vaccinium 
stamineum), queen’s-delight (Stillingia sylvatica), 
wiregrass, gopher apple (Licania michauxii), 
coastalplain palafox (Palafoxia integrifolia), 

hammock snakeroot (Ageratina jucunda) and 
Leavenworth’s goldenrod (Solidago leavenworthii) 
which looks like S. canadensis but without the rough 
leaves.  Dense patches of little bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium var. scoparium) were 
turning autumn gold.  Years ago, a wildfire started by 
a squatter’s campfire burned through the site, killing 
much of the old-growth longleaf pines (Pinus 
palustris).  Hundreds of grass-staged pines were 
planted, looks to be about 35% survival rate.  Joe 
found a horned ox beetle (Strategus anteus). 

 

At this point we returned to the paved trail and went 
across to Alachua County’s Sweetwater Preserve.  
Although the property was much more recently 
acquired, land management has been liberal with 
herbicide and fire, little centipede grass was found.  
Near the entrance, beyond the clever coral 
snake/scarlet kingsnake tubular pipe bike rack, dense 
plantings of wiregrass were almost ready to flower.  
The rain started coming down in earnest, so we 
called it a day.  On the way back a large generous 
patch of golden chanterelles (Cantherellus cibarius) 
presented itself, who could say no to that?  An 
eclectic group of people, a good time was had by all!  
We are privileged, here in Gainesville, to have 
forward thinking people to conserve wonderful areas 
like this. 
 

  



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.
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