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Message from our President
By Mark Elliott

Hello Paynes Prairie members! Spring has sprung and the pollen count is going down, but the
temperatures are going up.
Our speaker this month will be Dr. Rachael Mallinger, from the UF department of Entomology. She
will tell us all about native bees. Log into Zoom a few minutes before 7 pm on April 20 to learn just
how important our native bees are to our wildflowers and environment.
Many of you know that Karen Ahlers has been our newsletter editor
for many years. She first edited the Rhexia from about 1999-2006
and then again 2015-2020. Sadly, an old injury has come back to
haunt her and sitting at a keyboard has become painful. Last year
she asked to step aside until the problem can be corrected.
Fortunately Karie Garren and Ellen Thoms have stepped in to edit
and they have done a great job, but they have other responsibilities.
So we are looking for someone to take on the responsibility. If you
have the skills and time or know of someone who does, please let us
know.
One bit of sad news. David Hall, one of our founding members has passed. We will share our
thoughts and memories about his impact on our chapter soon. For now…we will miss him. Claudia
Larsen will share some of her thoughts and memories about Dave and his impact on our Chapter for
the next issue of the Rhexia.
A few items of interest coming up in April. The WeDigBio event is happening from April 8-11. At our
March meeting, Dr. Pam Soltice explained what it is all about and invited us to take part. It looks like
it might be fun. Karie Garren will explain more at the end of her field trip write up below.
Also, FNPS headquarters has asked each chapter to produce a short video or Power Point
presentation for the (virtual) FNPS Annual Conference in May 14-16, 2021. If anyone is good at
videography and would like to help us out that would be great! This can be via real video equipment
or even cell phone videos. I don’t think anyone on the Board has the equipment or knowhow to
produce a video. We are looking for volunteers. Otherwise, we will probably make a PowerPoint
presentation with audio voiceover. Naturally, we would like to do something more exciting.
Currently we are looking for good photos of events the chapter has participated in. These could
include photos from field trips, tabling events, workdays etc. If you have photos to share, send them
to me, markelliott1955@gmail.com and I will get them to whoever is making the production.
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April ZOOM Meeting

Tuesday, April 20, 7:00 pm
Dr. Rachel Mallinger, Assistant Professor,
Department of Entomology and Nematology

“Native Bees of North-Central Florida: Biology, Plant
Interactions, and Conservation”
Dr. Rachel Mallinger is an assistant professor in
the Department of Entomology and Nematology
at the University of Florida. She conducts
research and extension on native wild bees, and
teaches courses on pollinator ecology and
conservation. She received a B.A. in biology from
Kalamazoo College in Michigan, a joint Master's in
Entomology and Agroecology from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, and a Ph.D. in
Entomology from the University of WisconsinMadison. Her research interests include
community ecology of pollinators, pollination
biology of crop and wild plants, and landscape
ecology. Check out her website:
http://www.rachelmallinger.com for more

information on research conducted in her lab and
to download her extension publications on
identifying Florida’s native bees and gardening for
bees.
Her presentation will introduce you to Florida's
native bees including their biology, common
behaviors, and common species. Results on
plant-pollinator interactions in native ecosystems
of North-Central Florida will be described,
including interactions between rare plant and
pollinator species. Finally, effects of different
land management practices on Florida's native
bees will be discussed.

Link for April ZOOM Meeting:

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/91456803024?pwd=YzZrbDZIdEhlVWRaaG5HNHQ1OTdaUT09
Meeting ID: 914 5680 3024 Passcode: 683494

Tips for using ZOOM:
•
•
•
•
•

Before 7:00 pm on April 20, click on the link above to log into the ZOOM meeting; follow the prompts
to enter the meeting.
Log in 5 to 10 minutes before 7:00 pm to ensure you can connect to the meeting.
You do not need to use the video function to see and hear the presentation.
You can ask questions by clicking on the “Chat” icon on the bottom of your screen and typing in your
question.
We will try to send out an e-mail reminder with the above link before the meeting.
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April Field Trip

Saturday, April 17, 9:30 am meet in Gainesville

Spring Flora in the Flatwoods Floodplain

Ben and Louann Williams’ “Wetland Preserve” in
Putnam County
Pre-registration is required!
Contact Susan Carr to register:
suscarr123@gmail.com
or 803 295 2229

In April, the Paynes Prairie chapter will visit the
property of Ben and Louann Williams in Putnam
County. The Williams own and manage nearly 3,600
acres (named Wetland Preserve) next to Rice Creek
Conservation Area, west of Palatka. Wetlands
Preserve houses natural floodplain forests, mesic
flatwoods, creek swamps and a small sandhill area
that the Williams are actively restoring to longleaf
pine woodlands. About a year ago, the Williams sold
a conservation easement to the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection (FDEP) as part of the
Florida Forever program. The property is now
permanently protected and will never be developed.
The Williams were recently recognized as Florida
Landowners of the Year.

This will be a special treat, as the Williams will guide
us to interesting areas in the Rice Creek floodplain in
search of a disjunct population of Florida anise
(Illicium floridanum) and other Spring blooming
beauties. We will also see the pinelands and sandhills
that the Williams manage with frequent burning, so
expect to see Spring wildflowers.
This field trip will be a combination of walking and
riding in carts, furnished by the Williams. Please plan
to drive your own vehicle (or carpool) to the field trip
from the meeting site, where we will park for the day.
We anticipate less than one mile of walking, in short
segments while touring the property. Susan Carr and
Carol Lippincott will be the FNPS field trip leaders
See next page for additional field trip information
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What to bring: Please bring your lunch, and we will dine on the property. Please wear closed toe shoes and
bring insect repellant and water. We will practice social distancing and recommend wearing masks.

Where to meet: At the west corner of the Walmart
Supercenter parking lot on 1800 NE 12th Ave,
Gainesville, FL 32641 (off of Waldo Road) at 9:30 am
on Saturday, April 17. We are still encouraging
caravanning rather than carpooling. Those who are
fully vaccinated and feel comfortable sharing a ride
can make that decision independently. Wetland
Preserve is about an hour from Gainesville. If you
want to meet at the field trip site (west of Palatka)
please contact Susan Carr for details.

How long for the tour: We will begin the tour of Williams
property at about 10:30 am. We will likely end in the
early to midafternoon. There will be an opportunity to
depart after lunch. We will visit the sandhill portions of
the property in the afternoon for those who want to
check out the Williams’ restoration area.

Who to contact: This field trip will be limited to 15 attendees, so pre-registration is required. Please
register ASAP if you want to attend by contacting Susan Carr at suscarr123@gmail.com or 803 295 2229. On
the morning of the field trip (April 17), if you need are late to meet at Walmart Supercenter or the Williams
property, contact Susan Carr at 803 295 2229.

NOTE: The field trip is the weekend before our April 20 Zoom Meeting.
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Carl’s Garden Update
by Howard and Lisa Jelks
The Coronavirus pandemic has hit everyone
differently, but life has continued to move on,
including our flora. A human virus does not stop
our plants from growing. So, we made the
decision to check on Carl’s Garden to see how
much work needed to be done since our last
major workday last year. We were pleasantly
surprised to find a fairly tidy Garden! We
figured the two of us would be able to handle
the workload, thereby preventing the need for a
larger workday with mask-wearing and social
distancing. We cleared the pathways,
deadheaded old flower stalks, and pulled weeds, all in less than three hours. We returned to the
Garden a week later and planted a few Ipomopsis rubra (standing cypress) which had been donated
by Joe Durando. We’re keeping the watering can handy and hope to see these and other flowers
blooming in the near future! Once we’ve cleared this ubiquitous virus, we will plan for another
workday that we can open to the entire chapter.

Upcoming Event:
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation (FWC) is planning an event called Florida WildQuest to be
held May 1 – 9. The event is a state-wide virtual scavenger hunt that can be played on any of the
Florida wildlife management areas. The goal is to target non-traditional audiences and show Florida
residents that these areas aren’t just for hunters and anglers, but offer great experiences for hiking,
birding, and botanizing.
After downloading the free and easy-to-use GooseChase app, Florida residents and visitors can join a
wild adventure with missions designed to help them discover some of Florida’s best spots to see
wildlife and enjoy the outdoors. Prizes will be awarded through a random drawing of participants who
register with FWC and earn at least 2000 points during one of the scavenger hunts. Prizes include
binoculars, field guide packs and custom WildQuest t-shirts. More information about this event can be
found at https://floridanaturetrackers.com/wildquest/
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Upcoming Event:
Museum collections around the world are digitizing their collections so the information will be
readily available to researchers worldwide. Dr. Pam Soltis, distinguished professor of NH-Molecular
Genetics at the Florida Museum of Natural History, gave our chapter a presentation last month
promoting “We Dig Bio” Data Transcription Blitz coming in April and encouraging our group to
participate. Check out WeDigBio | wedigbio.org. At the 2015 FNPS Conference, I (Karie Garren)
helped with FSU herbarium data transcription under the direction of Dr. Loran Anderson. The
transcribers had access to scanned photo images and entered data into a form. Specimens came
from Europe, S. America and went back to the 19th century! It is fascinating to find yourself part of
history. To participate and register, email iluvfla@cox.net or call or text Karie Garren at (352) 3163453.

WeDigBio Transcription Blitz – 2021
Gather your friends, colleagues, students and family to mobilize natural
history collections data digitizing during WeDigBio and support critical
biodiversity research! This spring, WeDigBio will take place April 8-11, 2021.
Similar to last year, we are anticipating that most, if not all WeDigBio events will take place online,
enabled by Zoom, Twitter, and other social platforms. The April 2020 event was the most
productive yet and we’re hoping for another great turnout this year!
If you’re interested in hosting an event (that is, organizing a group of people to collaboratively
contribute to an online biodiversity data platform) follow these steps: 1) Register your event on
WeDigBio (required), 2) Consider registering your event on SciStarter (recommended), 3) Reach out
to new audiences and invite them to your event using SciStarter’s People Finder Tool. Prepare (or
select) your online project, organize your group, and promote your event. Invite speakers
(researchers, collections staff, community scientists, etc.) and let us know so we can cross-promote
If you’ve never hosted an event before - have no fear! Check out the resources on the Event
Planning page and reach out if you have any questions.
You may also be interested in the Citizen Science Hour for Biodiversity Collections, a webinar series
featuring leaders in the field, on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month. Stay tuned for more
information and don’t hesitate to reach out with questions!
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February Field Trip
Report:
McCarty Woods
By Karen Garren

On a cold but sunny mid-February morning, FNPS Paynes
Prairie chapter members visited a remnant green space
on UF campus. We were joined by “Save McCarty
Woods” campaign members, protesting the decision by
UF Governing Board of Trustees to clear the area for
another building. Thankfully, as of March 16th, the plan
has been reversed. This 2.5 acre remnant of mixed-mesic
forest functions as a living teaching laboratory, training
thousands of students over the decades in botany,
zoology and the complex interconnecting web of
ecological processes. Shady paths provide rest and
respite to students from hectic schedules and to
seasonally migrating birds that gorge on laurel cherries,
stoking up for long journeys. Voices of robins and cedar
waxwings ring during late fall and early spring. Reptiles,
insects, many dozens of plant species and fungi are found
here. Over the years, McCarty Woods have become
degraded with rampant laurel cherry saplings shading out
ground cover which itself is dominated by invasive cat
claw vine (Dolichandra or Macfadyena unguis-cati). Kiosks
at north and south entrances exhibit faded crumpled
banners with still relevant information. The grass-roots
campaign of UF staff, students and alumni might consider
turning their efforts towards reduction of invasive exotics,
restoration of diversity and replacement of the banners.
Masked up, we met off Museum Road and immediately
noticed tagged planted trees: red cedar (Juniperus
virginiana), bluff oak (Quercus austrina), Shumard oak (Q.
shumardii), swamp chestnut oak (Q. michauxii),
recognizable by its shaggy bark, and red maple (Acer
rubrum) with opposite leaves. The woods’ edge revealed
invasive glossy privet (Ligustrum lucidum), beautyberry
(Callicarpa americana), some laurel and water oaks (Q.
hemisphaerica and Q. nigra), several tall stately cabbage

palms (Sabal palmetto), our state tree, several large
hackberry (Celtis laevigata), one of the host plants for
larvae of beautiful hackberry emperor butterfly
(Asterocampa celtis), all tied together with greenbrier
vines (Smilax laurifolia). All Smilax vine tips are edible
but, IMHO, S. laurifolia, besides being the most
robust, is tastiest. Carolina laurelcherry (Prunus
caroliniana), predominated; dense thickets made it so
the forest couldn’t be seen for the trees! Many thanks go
to Paul Cohen for his diligent species recording.
Our botanical quest was to
find the champion white
ash (Fraxinus americana)
and dwarf hawthorn
(Crataegus uniflora), but
both have long since fallen.
Plant geneticists Dr. Doug
and Pam Soltis joined us,
immediately plunging into the underbrush to measure
diameter of several large trees. White ash has lightcolored anastomosing ribbed bark interwoven in a
diamond-like pattern – reminiscent of hickory. This
species’ voucher-documented range in Florida is along
Apalachicola, Suwannee, Nassau and Withlacoochee river
systems. McCarty Woods contains some huge specimens.
The mowed tree line margin along Museum Road had
Guinea hen weed (Petiveria alliacea), a new plant species
for me. When crushed, the leaves have a strong garliclike odor and in some areas of tropical America serve as
insect repellent. Some of the many other light-loving
species were our own native poinsettia: paintedleaf or
fire-on-the-mountain (Euphorbia cyathophora), and giant
ironweed (Vernonia gigantea). The 2-tailed beggar-ticks
(Bidens alba) is attractive to pollinators; its leaves and
flowers are edible with a mild spicy flavor.
On the west side of the Woods we found a tree with
delicate, winter-yellowed, opposite compound leaves
with numerous seedlings and yellow succulent fruit
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FIELD TRIP REPORT continued:
scattered on the ground – perhaps white ash or
chinaberry? Fortunately one participant, Lauren, had
taken botany lessons here and set us on the right
taxonomic trail. Unfortunately, it wasn’t before I tasted
one of the fruit scattered on the ground to see if it was
chinaberry! Soapberry (Sapindus saponaria) is another
plant new to me. Birds seen or heard in McCarty Woods
included red-bellied woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus),
cedar waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum), Carolina wren
(Thryothorus ludovicianus), and Northern parula (Parula
americana). An ancient, downed hickory log was covered
with polypore conks. An old gopher tortoise burrow with
its apron mound is now converted to armadillo use.

We then walked west, past Newins-Zeigler Hall housing
Wildlife and Forestry departments. The GREBE Garden of
Florida native pollinator-attracting plants was installed
around 2019 with grant funding from National Audubon
and Cornell Institute. As you walk up to it, an info-kiosk
greets you and the path enters under an arbor archway
covered with coral honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens).
Beautiful well-mulched and labeled plantings laying in
semicircles include Eastern Gamagrass (Tripsacum
dactyloides), Darrow’s blueberry (Vaccinium darrowii),
Walter’s viburnum (Viburnum obovatum), Stokes’aster
(Stokesia laevis), muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris var.
capillaris), the dwarf cultivar of yaupon holly (Ilex
vomitoria), Elliott’s lovegrass (Eragrostis elliottii), blackeyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), Coreopsis sp., dense
gayflower (Liatris spicata)-which did not come up under
“blazing star” in the Florida Plant Atlas, flatwoods plum
(Prunus umbellata), blue Porterweed (Stachytarpheta
jamaicensis), sparkleberry or farkelberry (Vaccinium
arboreum), and East Palatka holly (Ilex x attenuata – a
cross between I. opaca and I. cassine). West of the
pollinator garden, full of cabbage palms, was a rocky
sinkhole depression, one of the dozens on UF campus.
Jenny found an avocado tree with fruit!
On the way past the Reitz Union, Heather commented on
differences between native southern magnolia (Magnolia
grandifolia) and commonly used landscaping cultivars:
greener with less silky brown undersides. On the Reitz
Ravine trail we found that, despite a multitude of invasive

exotic plants such as camphortree (Cinnamomon
camphora), coral ardisia (Ardisia crenata), glossy privet
(Ligustrum lucidum), dense ground cover of English ivy
(Hedera helix) and white flowered small-leaf spiderwort
(Tradescantia fluminensis), the woods were much more
open than the McCarty Woods. Find of the day: spotted
wakerobin (Trillium maculatum) about to flower! Plants
found include American hornbeam or musclewood
(Carpinus caroliniana) with heavy dense wood that can
take decades to grow to 10”dbh. There were thick vines
of summer grape (Vitus aestivalis), exotic Turks-cap
hibiscus (Malvaviscus penduliflora), southern shield fern
(Thelypteris kunthii), the native “bamboo” switchcane
(Arundinaria gigantean), winged elm (Ulmus alata), exotic
loquat (Eriobotrya japonica), exotic Indian azaleas
(Rhododendron simsii) in flower and stately live oak
(Quercus virginiana) branches festooned with
resurrection fern (Pleopeltis michauxiana). Herbaceous
ground cover included pink wood sorrel (Oxalis debilis)
with tart edible leaves and Florida betony (Stachys
floridana) with starch-rich edible root corm. Areceous
non-native American evergreen (Syngonium podophyllum)
was climbing tree trunks. At the bridge crossing the 30
foot deep ravine, we had an intense discussion of merits
of public digging in fossil-containing gravels.

The few of us remaining drove to
Lake Alice and botanized the
beautiful Harmonic Woods.
There, except for the dense
understory infestation with coral
ardisia, demonstrates what the
mixed forest system of McCarty
used to look like: open and sunlit
with huge vines and diverse
ground cover. We found the
dwarf hawthorn (Crataegus uniflora), red buckeye
(Aesculus pavia), and the prostrate blue violet (Viola
walteri). We then walked around the Lake Alice
boardwalks, finding the woods full of coral ardisia; along
the creek was invasive arrowleaf elephant’s ear
(Xanthosoma sagittifolium) but also elderberry (Sambucus
nigra subsp. canadensis). We avoided several groups of
unmasked students but promoted UF greenspaces to
campus visitors.
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