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President’s Message: 

  While days and 

nights have been really chilly, spring is actually 
underway.  Allergy sufferers are already 
aware elms and maples are in flower. It 
shouldn’t be too long before we see some 
spring flowers. 
 
Items for your consideration:  you may have 
read about the discovery/re-discovery of a 
rare heart lichen, so-called for its unique 
growth pattern, which occurs in north central 
Florida.  Sadly, researchers think it may 
already be extinct but are very interested in 
trying to find it. One of the authors, a 
colleague from my UF days, sent the web link 
to the Florida Museum of Natural History’s 
press release, 
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/science/
rare-lichen-unique-to-florida-may-be-
extinct/ . According to herbarium records, it 
was originally collected with “Lyonia sp., 
Quercus sp. and old growth pines” in 
scrublands, an ever-dwindling habitat type. I 
offered to ask our FNPS chapter members for 
recommendations on locations where these 
species occur.  If you have suggestions as to 
where to look, send them my way. Maybe we 
can make a field trip out of our search. 
 
The FNPS Cuplet Fern Chapter has invited us 
to join them in a presentation by eco-artist 
Mary Kathryn Kraemer on the topic "Eco-
Printing with Plants." This easy, fun class takes 
advantage of plants and materials found 
around your home to create useful products 
while enjoying a soothing experience. The 
event is Sunday, March 14, 11:00am to 
12:15pm. Complete information can be found 
on Eventbrite: Eco-Printing with Plants: A 
special class with Mary Kathryn Kraemer 
 
For local conservation activism; the University 
of Florida is planning to clear McCarty Woods 
to build yet another classroom building. These 
woods are one of the last intact natural 
ecosystems in the middle of campus and have 
been used for decades as living science labs 
and for biodiversity conservation. The woods 

provide food and habitat for all kinds of 
wildlife. A petition has been circulating to 
save McCarty Woods, the link is: 
http://chng.it/XrV9qpS7Qm . Our chapter will 
be sending a letter in support of saving the 
woods.  This month’s field trip visits the 
Woods. 
 
This just in!!! The Great Invader Raider Rally is 
ON but is not an organized event. The City is 
requiring registration but encouraging folks to 
work in their neighborhoods. Dates are Feb 
19-22. See our FaceBook page or go to: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/46972004
4195649/ for details. 
 
Our February speaker will be Dr. Gail Hansen. 
Her topic will be Novel Landscapes: Using 
Natives in Urban Landscapes.  The program 
will start at 7pm and the zoom link is:  
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98361794140?pwd=MG
FuTlczN0pEY21BOXZraVZ1WkZqZz09 
See you on the 16th, Mark Elliot 
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Members program meeting: 
Tuesday, Feb. 16th, 7-8:30 pm, Zoom link is:  
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98361794140?pwd=MG
FuTlczN0pEY21BOXZraVZ1WkZqZz09 
Dr. Gail Hansen will present a program on the 
topic “Novel Landscapes: Using Natives in 
Urban Landscapes”. She introduces several 
landscape design concepts; novel refers to use 
of native plants in urban areas to create 
ecologically functional landscapes.  Novel 
landscape design takes into account 
sustainability concepts such as adaptation, 
biodiversity, homeowner preferences and 
perceptions and neighborhood norms and 
standards for front yard landscapes. 
Numerous barriers to using native plants in 
suburban and urban yards include social and 
environmental challenges. 

 
Dr. Gail Hansen is 
Associate Professor in 
the UF’s Dept. 
Environmental Hort. Her 
teaching programs focus 
on sustainable urban 
landscape design that 

account for urban ecology and quality of life 
for residents. She teaches courses on 
sustainable urban landscapes, conducts UF/ 
IFAS extension workshops and consults with 
public and private organizations on 
sustainable urban landscapes. 
  

 
Cooperative invasive Species 
Management Areas, CISMA 

by Grace Mathews 
 
CISMA’s mission: to address the huge problem 
of non-native invasive species through 
Education, Detection, and Rapid Response, 
(EDRR) programs. CISMA partnerships seek to 
include organizations like the Florida Native 
Plant Society. They also partner with private 
landowners, potentially the first to detect 
something different on their lands. The 
extremely helpful approach to a problem is to 
stop it before it gets out of control by making 
a phone call, taking some pictures and, if 
needed, making a site visit to check and see if 
there is a potential problem or not.  

 
CISMA connects Federal, State, Tribal, Local 
Governments, Private Landowners and those 
wanting to address the huge problems caused 
by non-native invasive species. Alachua 
County is in North Central CISMA. Areas are 
selected to form a regional approach to 
invasive species management. The 16 CISMA's 
in Florida are supported by FISP, the Florida 
Invasive Species Partnership, Florida Invasive 
Species Partnership Florida Invasive Species 
Partnership. Some Signatory Partners include: 
USACOE, USNPS, USFWS; USDA; FFWCC, FFS; 
SWWMD; TNC-Fla; FlaGulfCoUniv.; UF-IFAS; 
Miami/Dade; Alachua and many others. 
 
CISMA offers great educational programs. I 
have attended several, the last in Baker 
County; lots of Coral Ardisia (Ardisia crenata) 
all over the farm. CISMA also works with the 
North Florida Prescribed Burning Association. 
(NFPBA), they have good programs as well. A 
few months back, I attended one for training 
to meet the requirements to be a certified 
burner. I am almost there but current 
situations have put on hold lots of things for 
everyone. 
 
CISMA’s partners are from FWC, UF and other 
organizations, some private landowners; 
basically those that promote controlling 
invasive species and preservation of natural 
habitats. The mission of the Florida Native 
Plant Society, as we all know, is to preserve 
and restore Native Plant Communities. I see 
FNPS and CISMA as having related goals and 
conservation efforts. Invasive plant species 
displace native plants. Collaboration 
with CISMA would be a good opportunity to 
promote our organization and attract new 
members. The next CISMA Zoom meeting is 
Wednesday, February 17 at 3:30pm, everyone 
is invited to attend. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions: 
grace2160@gmail.com; if I do not have the 
answer, I will refer you to someone that will. I 
hope some of you can attend the meeting, ask 
questions and bring back information to those 
that cannot attend. A CISMA brochure is 
shown near the end of this newsletter.
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The 7th Annual Great Invader Raider Rally 
 

This year’s Great Invader Raider Rally (GIRR) will focus on removing non-native invasive plants where 
you are. Removing harmful invasive plants from your home or neighborhood can help reduce the 
amount of plants that jump from the community into our nature parks. Be a part of this annual 
tradition and restore our natural areas! 
 
This year’s rally will take place over 4 days from February 19-22. You can determine when, where, 
and for how long you volunteer! You Can Do It! Apart together we remove plant invaders! 

 

 
 

View our short video about the 2021 GIRR which includes information on some of the common non-
native invasive plants we see in residential areas: https://youtu.be/EncvfYPlVgg 
Also view 6 short videos on these common plants with details about how to identify and properly 
remove them: Coral Ardisia: https://youtu.be/byFt7d5BPUg, Air Potato: 
https://youtu.be/Kyp72VFD2LM, Skunk Vine: https://youtu.be/BISBngaPvZ0, Cat’s Claw Vine: 
https://youtu.be/aH3dthEG0lE, Caesar’s Weed: https://youtu.be/zp3n2SuCTT8, 
Tuberous Sword Fern: https://youtu.be/_fgc52lfYwk 
 
Please do not plan on working in any city nature parks. If you would like to find out more about 
working with us in our parks, please ask at gnvgreenwaychallenge@gmail.com 
 
If you find some suspected invasive plants but are unsure of their identity, post a few photos to our 
GIRR Facebook Event Page or email them to gnvgreenwaychallenge@gmail.com. Our staff will 
review them and assist you! 
 
Post a photo of you and your group working (please include names of those in photo) in our 
Facebook Event Page, (https://www.facebook.com/events/469720044195649) or email them to us 
(gnvgreenwaychallenge@gmail.com) to entered into a drawing for additional prizes from some 
great local businesses. Prize winners will be notified prior to the mask pickup days and can claim 
their prize with their masks. 
 
Masks can be picked up at Morningside Nature Center (3540 East University Avenue) on Thursday 
February 25 from 2-5pm and Saturday February 27 from 10-1pm. Mask pickup will be “touchless”. 
Please pull your vehicle around our pavilion loop where staff will deliver your mask to you in your 
vehicle. Please do not park and exit your vehicle. Signs will help direct you when you enter the park. 
 
Register at the following link: Virtual Great Invader Raider Rally Registration (google.com) 

 
 
  

All Registered participants will receive a 
free custom GIRR face mask! 
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Feb Field trip: McCarty Woods and Reitz 
Ravine. Many FNPS members are UF Alumni 
with pleasant memories of crossing Museum 
Road into McCarty Woods; instant shade, 
intriguing plants and birdsong. The Woods have 
long suffered from benign neglect, invasive 
plants have overtaken the understory but the 
area continues to function as wildlife haven and 
as outdoor teaching classroom for Forestry, 
Botany, Wildlife and Ecology students. Last 
December, the Woods came under more 
imminent threat in the 2020-30 Campus Master 
Development Plant change of designation from 
“Conservation” to “Future Development”, 
violating years of No Net Loss of Natural Areas 
policy. 
 
So, to see what potentially could be lost and to 
activate support for maintaining the Woods in 
current or even improved condition, this field trip 
will be a walking tour of UF campus Natural 
Areas, providing contrast of areas dominated by 
invasive plants with those having more diverse 
ecosystems. We will visit 8 stations along the 
road and through the woods, looking at canopy 
and ground cover plants and discuss ecosystem 
ecology and management. This trip will provide a 
great opportunity for winter tree identification. 
We will then walk west on McCarty Road, past 
the GREBE Garden of Native Plants benefiting 
birds and pollinators, into the Reitz Union 
Complex, past the amphitheater around the 
aerated pond to the North Lawn and then 
through the Reitz Ravine Woods, coming out on 
Museum Road and back to the parking area. 
Walking distance: approximately 1.3 miles. 
 

Meet Saturday, Feb. 20th, 2021 at 9:30 am at 
the picnic tables just to the east of Newnan-
Zeigler Hall, parking across Museum Road. To 
maintain safe social distancing, participants 
will be limited to 15.  Please contact Karen 
Garren at iluvfla@cox.net or call (352) 316-
3453 to register. Wear sturdy walking shoes, 
face covering, bring water and a snack, be 
prepared for inclement or cold weather. 
Time permitting, afterwards we will relocate 
to Lake Alice parking area for a walking tour 
of invasive exotic plants infesting the Law 
School Woods north of the President’s 
Mansion and contrast it with Harmonic 
Woods, the Lake Alice wetlands boardwalks 
and Medicinal Gardens trails. 
 

 
CISMA Brochure 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS –  

THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size 
ad in JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in 

eight issues January-November (except for summer months) for $100  
or monthly for $12.50. 


