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President’s Message - Happy New Year Paynes Prairie members!
Late last year we saw a light at the end of the tunnel. This New Year seems to indicate it is not an oncoming
locomotive!
We have a great lineup of speakers for 2021. But… until we are all vaccinated and get the green light from the UU
Fellowship, our meetings will continue to be via Zoom. This has worked out pretty well so far and maybe it won’t be
too long before we can gather in person.
Our first meeting will be on January 19th with a presentation by Richard Tate. Richard and a colleague (who has since
graduated… students have a habit of doing that) applied for and were awarded the 2019 FNPS Austin Award for
Ethnobotany to develop an ethnobotany garden on the UF campus. Much has happened since then and Richard will
tell us all about it. Zoom in a few minutes before 7:00 pm on Tuesday the 19th. The link is:
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/95727332767?pwd=bXlGa3FQeVlxYmdrVGlGUm4yeWdldz09
I’m excited to start a new year and hope you all are as well. Come on 2021! Mark Elliott, President

January 19, 2021 Zoom program – Richard Tate on the North Florida Heritage Garden project. The UF
Ethnoecology Society, a campus student group focusing on relationships between plants and human cultures, was
excited to learn that they had been awarded the FNPS 2019 Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany. The award funds will
be used to purchase plants, equipment, materials and signage for the North Florida Heritage Garden, located within
the Ethnoecology Garden on UF campus. This display presents North Florida’s culturally useful native plants and
significant cultivated species, underscoring important connections humans have with local
flora.
Richard Tate, a grad student in UF’s Interdisciplinary Ecology and President of the
Ethnoecology Society, oversees the project. During fall of 2019, garden space was cleared and
prepared and plant profiles developed for interpretive displays. A number of community
events were hosted centering on local edible plants, foraging, and wild foods cookery. Garden
activities and events continued until interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent
campus closure.
Despite this, work on the project continues. A dozen native species have been planted alongside native plants
already part of the Ethnoecology Garden’s collection, such as black elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. canadensis) and
Red mulberry (Morus rubra). After winter frosts subside and plants rebound, Paynes Prairie Chapter members will be
invited to tour the Garden and build connections between the Chapter and the UF Ethnoecology Society.
SPECIES LIST TO DATE:
- Common pawpaw (Asimina triloba)
- Coontie (Zamia integrifolia)
- Flatwoods plum (Prunus umbellata)
- Chinquapin (Castanea pumila)
- Sweet pinxter azalea (Rhododendron canescens)
- Christmasberry (Lycium carolinianum)
- Button rattlesnakemaster (Eryngium yuccifolium)
- Florida star-anise (Illicium floridanum)
- Darrow’s blueberry (Vaccinium darrowii)

JANUARY FIELD TRIP
** CANCELLED **
In the interest of safety due to the COVID19 pandemic, there is NO Field Trip
scheduled for January.

Morningside Nature Center – November 2020 field trip
The weekend before Thanksgiving, 12 Paynes Prairie Chapter members met at Morningside Nature
Center east of Gainesville. Temps in low 60s and an early morning drizzle made for lovely fog. The
forecast was for 6% chance of precipitation.
From the parking area, the group headed north through sandhill savannah of longleaf pine (Pinus
palustris), live oak (Quercus geminata), turkey oak (Quercus laevis), and scattered bright yellow pignut
hickory (Carya glabra) with golden waves of wiregrass (Aristida stricta) interspersed with clumps of
bushy bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus var. pumilus), shiny blueberry (Vaccinium myrsinites) and deep
green saw palmetto (Serenoa repens). We found a tortoise burrow, a few mushrooms and an
interesting beetle. We learned the difference between dog fennel (Eupatorium capillifolium) and
yankeeweed (Eupatorium compositifolium), the former having slender dissected leaves, the latter with
sticky stems and flatter leaves. A deerberry (Vaccinium stamineum) sported out-of-season flowers.
A couple types of pawpaw were found –
slimleaf pawpaw (Asimina angustifolia),
another with obovate hairy leaves (A.
obovata or A. incana), added a brush of
yellow to the winter scene with winged
sumac (Rhus copallinum) adding ruby red.
Lovely dried flower arrangements could
be made of stalks of tall elephantsfoot
(Elephantopus elatus), narrowleaf
silkgrass (Pityopsis graminifolia),
coastalplain chaffhead (Carphephorus
corymbosus), shortleaf gayflower (Liatris tenuifolia), flattop goldenrod (Euthamia caroliniana), and
Leavenworth’s goldenrod (Solidago leavenworthii). There are almost two dozen types of goldenrod; one
could make a career of learning them all! A huge beautiful dogtongue buckwheat (Eriogonum
tomentosum) displayed clusters of ivory calyces. A couple hundred feet east of the trail, a bright spot of
pink turned into flowers of purple false foxglove (Agalinus purpurea) adjacent to a coppiced clump of
invasive exotic Chinese tallowtree (Triadica sebiferum – formerly Sapium sebiferum) that park
management should be notified of.
The original proposed route was north to the fence line, west across the creek bridge for wetland plant
species and into the mesic flatwoods shrub system to hopefully find pitcher plants. But after an hour
and a half of hiking, the group had only traversed about a half mile so took the next trail west. It turned
into a fire break between the sandhill ecosystem and un-burnt mesic “hammock” bordering the south
end of the creek wetland system. Immediately, ground cover became interspersed with maidencane
(Panicum hemitomon), coastalplain hawkweed (Hieracium megacephalon), bog rush (Juncus elliottii),
and tapered witchgrass (Dichanthelium acuminatum). Proceeding into the flatwoods, the dense shrub
layer included wax myrtle (Morella cerifera – formerly Myrica), fetterbush (Lyonia lucida), and gallberry
(Ilex glabra). Few birds were seen but several of those heard included red-bellied and downy
woodpeckers, rufous-sided towhee, white-eyed vireo, yellow-rumped warbler, the chirping of a couple
robins and, off in the distance, sandhill cranes. The 6% chance of precipitation became 100% drizzle so
the group headed back south towards the parking lot, stopping to admire the restored chickee “village”
above the office interpretive center. Unfortunately the boardwalk through the cypress dome was closed
for repairs. Most of the group left the outing but a couple of us meandered through the 1890’s farm
featuring Hoggin’s Cabin, admired the winter garden, and enjoyed the gamboling of a big calf. Many
more miles of trails wait to be explored; you always have to save something for the next visit.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues
January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

