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Message from our President
By Mark Elliott

Welcome to Spring! The Carolina jessamine and pinxter Azaleas are in full bloom perfuming the entire
neighborhood. Time to start stretching and limbering up. Serious gardening has got to start before it
warms up too much!
This month Susan Carr will be our speaker on March 16th and she will tell us about an old growth
longleaf pine forest in Marion County the North Florida Land Trust is working on protecting. It should
be interesting. Don’t miss a minute. The Zoom link and information are on the next page.
Susan will also lead our March field trip the following week on March 27th to visit the old growth
longleaf pine forest on private property within the Ocala National forest, the topic of her presentation.
More information on the field trip is on the third page of this newsletter.
Keep staying safe and we’ll see you March 16th and March 27th!

Susan Carr, Ph.D.
Program Manager, North Florida Land Trust
Past-President, Florida native Plant Society
Speaker and Field Trip Leader for March programs
Susan is a Florida native, born and raised in Gainesville. In her “day job”,
Susan is a Program Manager with the North Florida Land Trust, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to land conservation where she works to
permanently protect a large landscape known as the Ocala to Osceola
Wildlife Corridor. Susan’s earlier professional career included positions with
the USDA Forest Service and Natural Resources Conservation Service, and
several nonprofit conservation organizations.

Susan earned a B.S. in Botany from the University of
Florida and a M.S. in Plant Biology from Louisiana State
University. In more recent years, she returned UF to
complete her PhD in Wildlife Ecology and
Conservation. Her graduate research focused on
floristic diversity of fire-maintained pinelands across
Florida and fostered her deep appreciation for Florida’s
natural landscapes.

Susan is active with the Florida Native Plant Society,
having served as President in 2018-2020. Currently, she
serves as the FNPS interim Treasurer, keeping an eye on
the Society’s financial health. Susan also applies her
conservation passion to other pursuits, serving on
nonprofit organization Boards and the Alachua County
Land Conservation Board.
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March ZOOM Meeting

Tuesday, March 16th, 7:00 pm
Susan Carr, Ph.D.
“Making Big Pine Preserve a reality: protecting an old growth longleaf pine forest in North
Florida”

The conservation community has a rare opportunity to
protect and restore one of the last remaining
unprotected old growth longleaf pine stands in the
Southeast. North Florida Land Trust (NFLT) is a
nonprofit land trust devoted to land protection in North
Florida. Last year NFLT entered into a contract to
purchase nearly 500 acres of family owned land in
Marion County. This property, which we optimistically
call Big Pine Preserve (BPP), is part of a large inholding
of the Ocala National Forest. Significantly, BPP is home
to an 80-acre stand of old growth longleaf pine and over
200 acres of older-growth longleaf forests that are
contiguous with National Forest lands. If protected and
restored, BPP will provide habitat for red-cockaded
woodpeckers and many other imperiled species,
including rare plant species.
BPP contains one of the largest privately owned (and
unprotected) old growth longleaf pine stands in Florida,
and perhaps the Southeast U.S. Longleaf pine once
blanketed the Southeast landscape in open forests and

woodlands. Today, less than three percent of the
original extent remains, and that includes only a few
thousand acres of old growth longleaf pine. The BPP
pines are old and big; at sizes approaching three feet in
diameter, these are some of Florida’s largest native
plants! Preliminary tree core data indicate pine ages
range from 100 to 300 years old on BPP, and we have
documented a new contender for State Champion
Longleaf Pine.

Despite its name BPP is not yet a preserve. NFLT is
trying to raise $ 4.5 million to purchase BPP and
permanently protect this unique property. If successful,
NFLT will work with partner organizations to manage
BPP to restore stand structure and natural dynamics.
My presentation objectives are: 1) describe BPP old
growth conditions and build awareness of this
significant property, 2) describe restoration potential
for the old growth stand, 3) issue a call to action about
the importance of permanently protecting this old
growth longleaf pine forest.

Link for March ZOOM Meeting:

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/97848587023?pwd=WXpEdU4vSWhGa1FrK1dzT1dCOWZwdz09
Meeting ID: 978 4858 7023

Passcode: 117186

Tips for using ZOOM:
•
•
•
•
•

Before 7:00 pm on March 16th, click on the link above to log into the ZOOM meeting; follow the
prompts to enter the meeting.
Log in 5 to 10 minutes before 7:00 pm to ensure you can connect to the meeting.
You do not need to use the video function to see and hear the presentation.
You can ask questions by clicking on the “Chat” icon on the bottom of your screen and typing in your
question.
We will try to send out an e-mail reminder with the above link before the meeting.
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March Field Trip

Saturday, March 27th, 8:30 am
Susan Carr, Ph.D.
Field Trip Leader
A unique opportunity to see one of the largest privately
owned old growth longleaf pine stands in Florida,
located within Ocala National Forest.
Photo: Susan Carr (left) with Kimberly Tillman and the Florida State
Champion longleaf pine

On March 27, we will visit a private property in the middle
of the Ocala National Forest owned by the Brennan family.
This property is the topic of my presentation on March
16th. The property contains 80 acres of old growth longleaf
pine and many hundreds of acres of mature longleaf
sandhills. This old growth longleaf pine forest is the largest
known stand in Florida that is not in some sort of
conservation protection. We will see longleaf pines that

are nearly three feet in diameter and 300 years old!
After we visit the big longleaf pines and have lunch,
depending on interest, we can move to the National Forest
lands adjacent to the property and look at smaller native
plants, such as the rare Polygala lewtonii!

What to bring: Please bring your lunch, and we will dine on the unspoiled shore of Lake Kerr. The Brennan property has
many oaks and dense vegetation; please bring closed toe shoes, tick and insect repellant, and water. (There are many
ticks out there, and an occasional snake.) We will practice social distancing and recommend wearing masks.
Where to meet: The parking lot at the Publix on Williston Road at the Intersection of I-75 (See map on next page). We
will meet in the SE section of the Publix parking lot and will leave at 8:30 am. We are still encouraging caravanning
rather than carpooling. Those who are fully vaccinated and feel comfortable sharing a ride can make that decision
independently.
Where we are going: The Brennan property is about an hour travel time, so we expect to arrive about 9:30 am. The
field trip location is near the intersection of County Road 316 and NE 222 Ct. We will traverse the Brennan property in
vehicles and by foot - we may walk up to 2 miles. Trucks and SUVs are fine to travel on the property; however, low
clearance vehicles may not be suitable.
Who to contact: If you need additional information or are late to meet at Publix, contact Susan Carr at 803 295 2229.
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Meeting location for March 27th field trip to visit a private property in the middle of
the Ocala National Forest owned by the Brennan family.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please let the teachers you work with know that the Florida Wildflower Foundation’s Seedlings for School program is
now accepting applications for campus wildflower garden grants. Public and private pre-K to 12-grade schoolteachers
may apply.
Grant awards include 12 to 15 Florida native wildflower plants with which to start a campus garden, as well as guidance
on garden establishment from Seedlings for Schools Grant Administrator Claudia Larsen. A collection of educational
resources, such as the Foundation’s Wild About Wildflowers! Activity Guide, also is included. Interested teachers may
tune into a March 16 webinar to learn more about the grants and application process. Click here to register for the
webinar.
Applications will be accepted through June 15. Awards will be announced in late June, and teachers will receive plants in
September to plant gardens at the start of the new school year.
To participate, teachers must confirm their schools have an existing garden area on campus and that they will use the
wildflower garden to support the teaching of STEM school curriculum.
Visit the Seedlings for Schools web page for more information and to view photos of previous school wildflower gardens.
Click here to complete a grant application.
As a reminder, the site for the Chapter’s February field trip, McCarty Woods, is owned by the University of Florida which
wants to develop this site. If you want to learn more about this, please visit the “Save McCarty Woods” campaign
website http://chng.it/RkHN5kJs9m.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
Dr. Pam Soltis is promoting the “We Dig Bio” data digitizing blitz in April and will give our chapter a short presentation to
encourage group participation. WeDigBio | wedigbio.org.
Ravine Gardens State Park azalea bloom is peaking early to mid-March. We can visit there and safely socially distancehike the trails on Saturday, March 20th. Please contact Karen Garren at iluvfla@cox.net for more information and to sign
up. Ravine Gardens State Park in Palatka: Loved for azaleas in spring (floridarambler.com)
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