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Message from our President 
By Mark Elliott 

 
Hello Paynes Prairie members!  It’s already too hot for yardwork but we must soldier on.  Hopefully your 
wildflower gardens are already planted and growing.  Your board of directors has been very busy in the last 
month or so.  A couple members attended a Zoom out-reach seminar that the State organization strongly 
encouraged us to participate in.  We can always learn more about how to attract new members.  Several 
members also contributed to an excellent Voice-Over PowerPoint presentation that Ellen produced.  It turned 
out really well and will be available to everyone who attends the Annual Conference May 14-16.  Several 
members also contributed photos and text for a Native Plant Gardening pamphlet that the State organization 
is producing.  These were time consuming projects and I appreciate all the help that everyone provided.  We 
should be proud of our chapter as we are well represented in the FNPS organization. 

We were very disappointed to have to cancel the April field trip to see the Wetland Preserve near Rice Creek 
Conservation Area in Putnam County.  The weather was just too unpredictable and no one wants to drive for 
an hour and then hike in the rain.  We will try to reschedule that trip for some time in the fall.   

Our next general meeting will be May 18th.  Liz Sparks and Geena Hill from the Florida Wildflower Foundation 
will be our presenters.  Tune in a few minutes before 7:00pm.  Then on May 22nd Carol Lippincott will lead us 
through the shady hammock on the north side of San Felasco Hammock Preserve State Park to see a diversity 
of native trees and understory plants.  Mark your calendars now! 

This newsletter is the last of the “Spring Semester”.  We will take the summer off and convene again on 
September 21st.  With any luck, we just might be able to meet in person.  We will keep you informed.  

Lastly, this will be my last year as president.  I have already overstayed my welcome by a whole year.  We will 
form a nominating committee in September for positions on the board of directors.  So, those of you who 
would like to contribute to our chapter….keep this in mind.  Talk to the current members.  You will find a group 
of congenial and smart people.  

Get vaccinated if you haven’t been already and stay safe and healthy.  See you in the fall. 

 

The annual conference of the Florida Native Plant Society will be 
virtual this year.  Attendee registration is $35.00.  There are many 
interesting presentations in the program schedule.  You can attend 
virtually in real-time or watch the recorded presentations later.  
Registered attendees will have access to the presentation recordings 
for six months.   

To learn more about the conference and to register, go to:  
https://www.fnps.org/conference/2021 

 
 

https://www.fnps.org/conference/2021
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May ZOOM Meeting 

Tuesday, May 18, 7:00 pm 
Geena Hill and Liz Sparks, consultants 

Florida Wildflower Foundation  
“Why Roadside Wildflowers Matter” 

 

 
Discover why wildflowers matter along roadsides and in 
your home landscape.  Learn what you can do to support 
the Florida Wildflower Foundation's mission to create 
corridors of critically needed pollinator habitat along our 
state's roadsides and beyond.  You can support 
pollinators by planting native species in your home 
landscape to help connect public conservation lands to 
our urban spaces, mitigating habitat fragmentation 

caused by Florida's rampant growth and development.  
Join Geena Hill and Liz Sparks, consultants with the 
Florida Wildflower Foundation, to learn what's happening 
locally and statewide, and how you can make a difference 
in your community.  Go to https://flawildflowers.org/ to 
learn more about  Florida wildflowers and the activities of 
the Florida Wildflower Foundation.   

   
Link for May ZOOM Meeting:   
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/91704009712?pwd=emFGMXF3K1c2L1JHS1ZTbDgwcDJ5UT09 
Meeting ID: 917 0400 9712 Passcode: 949252 
 
Tips for using ZOOM: 

• Before 7:00 pm on May 18, click on the link above to log into the ZOOM meeting; follow the prompts 
to enter the meeting.   

• Log in 5 to 10 minutes before 7:00 pm to ensure you can connect to the meeting. 
• You do not need to use the video function to see and hear the presentation. 
• You can ask questions by clicking on the “Chat” icon on the bottom of your screen and typing in your 

question.   
• We will try to send out an e-mail reminder with the above link before the meeting.   

  

https://flawildflowers.org/
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/91704009712?pwd=emFGMXF3K1c2L1JHS1ZTbDgwcDJ5UT09
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May Field Trip  
Saturday, May 22, 8:30 am  

Spring Flora in San Felasco Hammock  
Led by Carol Lippincott, with 

Special Introduction by Bob Simons 
Pre-registration is required! 

Contact Carol Lippincott to register:  
Lippincott.Carol@gmail.com 

Or 352-226-4500  

The trip will begin with Bob Simons, who was instrumental in the purchase of the park, telling us about the history of 
San Felasco and why the hammock is so special.  Carol Lippincott will then lead us on a slow walk off-trail through shady 
upland hammock, looking at big trees, old vines, understory herbs and sinkhole wetlands.  

Where to meet: To beat the heat, we will meet at 8:30 AM at the trailhead on Millhopper Road.  Carol Lippincott will 
send more detailed directions to those who register.    

Rating: Moderate.  Walking slowly off-trail on uneven ground through a natural forest.  We’ll meander a mile or more 
while looking at hammock plants, then turn back.   

What to bring: Insect repellent, drinking water, sturdy closed walking shoes, rain gear, picnic lunch. A walking stick may 
be helpful.   

Who to contact:  This field trip will be limited to 15 attendees, so pre-registration is required.  Participants 
should be willing to wear a mask and stay socially distanced (6 feet apart), even if you have been vaccinated. To register, 
send an email at Lippincott.Carol@gmail.com or call or text Carol at 352-226-4500.  Carol will also decide if the trip must 
be postponed due to weather.  

  

mailto:Lippincott.Carol@gmail.com
mailto:Lippincott.Carol@gmail.com
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March Field Trip Report 
by Carol Lippincott 

 
Brennan Property within Ocala National 

Forest 
 
On a cool spring March 27, about 30 FNPS 
members were enthusiastically led by Dr. Susan 
Carr to points of interest on a privately owned 
forest, an inholding bordering Lake Kerr in Ocala 
National Forest.  Why is this forest so special? 
Because some of the oldest longleaf pines (Pinus 
palustris) live here, including a contender for state 
champion, with an impressive 3-ft diameter.  The 
Brennan family, 5th generation Floridians, would 
like to sell 500 acres of the forest so that it can be 
properly managed and protected as conservation 
land.  Susan, in her role as a Program Manager for 
the North Florida Land Trust, is actively working to 
raise funds for its purchase.   
 
Susan previously brought in a professional forester 
to help inventory the property.  The forester 
determined that 80 acres is old-growth longleaf 
pine forest.  Forest is considered “old growth” 
when it has some very old trees, some very big 
trees, many trees of different ages, some dead 
standing trees, and occasional gaps in the tree 
canopy. 
 
Susan also recruited Dr. Jean Huffman, a 
dendrochronologist (scientist who studies the ages 
of trees), who took measurements at the site and 
estimated that several of the pines are more than 
200 years old.  One longleaf pine is almost 300 
years old – that means it was a seedling in the 
1720s, when North America was still a European 
colony!  Interestingly, that oldest pine did not have 
the largest diameter, meaning that age is not 
directly related to size.   

 
Susan Carr showing the size of a large longleaf pine 

on the Brennan property 
 
Seeing the old pines was the focus of the field trip.  
Susan took the group to see several of the old trees 
identified by Dr. Huffman.  The trees were awe-
inspiring.  FNPS members commented that many of 
the old pine trees were forked, with two trunks, 
and speculated that the trees were spared from 
logging in the distant past, before ownership by the 
Brennan family, whose ancestors did not log the 
property.      
 
Fire is what makes a longleaf pine forest what it is.  
Frequent ground fires reduce the number of trees 
with leaves (think oaks), while providing more light 
and space for growth of fire-tolerant pines.  Fire 
also stimulates grasses and wildflowers that live  
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March Field Trip Report (continued)  
 
beneath the pines. In the year after a burn, there is  
a successive display of wildflowers and blooming 
grasses in longleaf pine forests – spectacular! 
 
Unfortunately for this forest, fire has been 
suppressed for decades. When, hopefully, the 
forest becomes conservation land, fire will have to 
be reintroduced slowly and carefully.  Pine needles 
have built up in mounds (called pedestals) around 
the base of the old trees, which would burn the 
tree roots (bad) if fire were allowed to reach to 
base of the tree.  It is expected that, after fire is 
reintroduced, grasses and wildflowers beneath the 
pines would return from seeds and buds, even 
though they have been dormant for decades.  
 
 
 
 

 
We had lunch on beautiful Lake Kerr and enjoyed 
the “old Florida” views of the unspoiled lakeshore.  
If protected, the Brennan property would 
safeguard over half a mile of this clear water lake.  
 

 
Lunch location along Lake Kerr 

 
  



The Rhexia 
Newsletter of the Paynes Prairie Chapter 

of the Florida Native Plant Society 
May 2021 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

A Remembrance of FNPS member 
Dr. David Hall 

by Claudia Larsen 
 
Anyone who knew Dr. David Hall is mourning the loss of a 
special person whose knowledge of plants surpassed most 
of us.  I think I remember he was at the first organization 
meeting the Paynes Prairie Florida Native Plant Society in 
the 1970s.  I was a horticulture student at the University of 
Florida and sat in the back of the room in awe while 
prominent professors from the Botany and Horticulture 
Departments and local nurserymen discussed the 
importance of Florida ecosystems and their native plants.  
They discussed the necessity of introducing native plants 
from “the woods” into Florida landscapes and after that I 
was hooked on native plants. 

David frequently attended those early FNPS meetings 
and although we couldn’t talk him into being an officer, 
he was always supportive and encouraging of our 
programs and public outreach.  He had plenty of other 
responsibilities as the Director of UF Plant Identification 
and Information Services.  If David came along on a field 
trip you knew you would always know the name of 
every plant you encountered.  He also loved coming to 
the FNPS plant sales to see all the special native plants 
that had been grown.  With his youthful good looks and 
quiet voice, he became friends with everyone.  

David wrote 11 books and many articles, and you might 
have some of them on your bookshelf like me – 
Wildflowers of the Southeast, Grasses of Florida, and 
Illustrated Plants of Florida and the Coastal Plain.  He 
specialized in grasses and taught many workshops 
across Florida. A surprising turn when he left UF was the 
creation of an environmental consulting firm that 
specialized in forensic botany.  As an FNPS speaker he 
described going to the scene of the crimes where he  

 

examined plant materials to help determine clues and 
timing of crimes.  We all thought that was quirky, but he 
was able to appear in court trials and deliver the “real 
horticultural dirt on the criminals”. 

I was happy when David invited me to his home – he 
wanted me to dig up all the little seedlings under his 
Fringe tree and offer them at FNPS plant raffles.  His 
northeast Gainesville home was at the end of a shaded 
cul-de-sac and I was thrilled to get a yard tour when I 
arrived.  David had been friends with Noel Lake, the UF 
campus landscape architect, who had given him many 
special specimens of shrubs and trees.  He had put in a 
large pond and enjoyed planting it with wetland natives.  
I don’t know why, but I was also surprised to see a full 
tennis court.  I learned David’s wife was a professional 
tennis player and liked to give tennis lessons.  My heart 
reaches out to her and their daughter and son who 
were a close family.   

Farewell Dr. Hall, and thank you for sharing your time 
and wisdom with us! 
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