
The UF Native Plant Nursery 
is a new operation on the main 
campus! The main purposes 
of this new operation are to 
supply native plant materials for 
UF restoration and ecological 
enhancement projects, to 
provide space for research 
and teaching opportunities 
for students and faculty, and 
to produce educational and 
extension materials that help 
the native plant industry. 
Come find out about some 
of our current projects and 
opportunities to help! 

Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
www.paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org              October 2021

October ZOOM Meeting
zoom link

 UF Native Plant Nursery 
& Current Projects

with Gage LaPierre 
PhD Student - Forests Systems Lab, UF/IFAS

Manager - UF Native Plant Nursery
Co-Chair - Natural Areas Teaching Laboratory
Tuesday, October 19th, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
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Gage is a life-long Florida resident who grew 
up in Marion County FL. He attained his B.S. 
and M.S. at the University of Florida where he 
is currently working on his PhD. His research 
involves understanding and improving success 
in groundcover restoration of pine savanna 
communities. Gage also serves as the co-chair 
of the UF Natural Area Teaching Lab a 70-acre 
conservation area on main campus. Here he 
helps lead restoration projects and prescribed 
burns. Finally, Gage is the manager of the UF 
Native Plant Nursery.

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/99932422156?pwd=NUZRakZ3dk5xZXYzVFlTUnJzZVlOUT09
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Autumn is here and not a moment too soon.  This 
month our speaker and field trip leader will be Gage 
LaPierre a PhD student at UF. He will tell us about his work 
at the Natural Area Teaching Laboratory and the separate 
but equally interesting native plant nursery on campus.  

Our general meeting on October 19th will be by Zoom 
yet again. I know this is getting old but it has worked out 
pretty well and maybe…just maybe this will be our last. I’m 
sure Gage can tell a good story even on Zoom. Sign in a 
few minutes before 7pm. The link to the meeting is here: 

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/99932422156?pwd=NUZRakZ3dk5xZ

XYzVFlTUnJzZVlOUT09

We are working on forming a nominating committee 
for our elections in November. If you would like to serve 
on the committee or join our board as a director or officer, 
contact any board member or me and we will glad take 
your recommendation or sign you up!  Our chapter has 
many many capable members and according to our 
bylaws, we need a new president. All our email addresses 
are in the newsletter.
Also, we will have a table at the Lubee Bat Festival on 
October 23rd. Come say hi to us and check out the bats. 
This is always a good opportunity to promote native plants 
and see some really cool old world fruit bats. We are still in 
need of 1 volunteer to table in the afternoon shift.
See you all on the 19th.

- Mark

The Rhexia  is published eight times a year by the Paynes 

Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. 

Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged to 

submit articles and images for publication consideration to 

gracehowell@gmail.com
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A Message from the President...
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SEPTEMBER/ OCTOBER FIELD TRIPS REPORT

Botanizing the Stunning Sandhills of
Bell Ridge Longleaf Wildlife and Environmental Area 

By Grace Howell

 The cool mornings arrived just in time for our first 
field trip of the season! On September 11, fifteen 
people gathered in the parking area of the Bell Ridge 
Longleaf Wildlife and Environmental Area in Gilchrist 
County with Grace Howell and Erica Hernandez 
from Alachua Conservation Trust. Erica talked a little 
about ACT’s sandhill conservation efforts in the area, 
which protect the springs by conserving uplands with 
high aquifer recharge value. This 700- acre preserve, 
managed by FWC, is adjacent to a nearby privately 
owned property which, through a collaborative effort in 
progress by ACT and other agencies, would conserve 

nearly 3,000 additional acres of high quality sandhill habitat with a conservation easement.  
 With a noisy welcome from a colony of red-headed woodpeckers, we set off for a leisurely botanizing 

hike through the gently rolling hills full of bunchgrasses, seeding summer wildflowers and early fall buds and 
bloomers. The stately longleaf pines, Pinus palustris, were the dominant trees in the sparse canopy, but we also 
observed occasional clusters of sand post oak, Quercus margarettae, as well as sand live oak, Quercus geminata. 
We saw a thorny mystery shrub which we all puzzled over for a while, finally taking photos and promising to solve 
the mystery later. It seems to be most likely Florida bully, Sideroxylon reclinatum, subsp. reclinatum. Paul Lyrene 
pointed out a conspicuous lack of ericaceous shrubs like sparkleberry 
and blueberries, probably due to a period of high fire frequency. 

 Some of the herbaceous highlights that we encountered were 
a large patch of seeding bluestar, Amsonia cilliata, a couple of brilliant 
butterfly weed specimens, Asclepias tuberosa, some stunning sandhill 
wireweed, Polygonum nesomii, a single seedhead from a giant orchid, 
Orthochilus ecristatus, and a cluster of kidneyleaf rosinweed, Silphium 
compositum, with tall seedheads.  Two species from the parasitic 
Orobanchaceae family were in bloom, including fernleaf false foxglove, 
Aureolaria pectinata, and blacksenna, Seymeria cassioides. The 
sandhill was also loaded with promise of a prolific blooming season on 
the horizon, with an eager palette of sandhill showstoppers like Liatris 
tenuifolia, Carphephorus corymbosus, Palafoxia integrifolia, Dalea 
pinnata, Pityopsis graminifolia, and Sorghastrum secundum bursting 
at their seams! We were also accompanied by some special faunal 
superstars, a pair of Southeastern Kestrels and numerous spectacular 
insects and spiders. This special place is worth revisiting over and 
over…. and over…. and over!
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A Visit to the North Florida Heritage Garden, 
UF Ethnoecology Garden and environs of Lake Alice

By Mark Elliot   

   Richard Tate met seven Paynes Prairie chapter 
members, including Linda Huff, the new kid on the 
block, in the parking lot west of the student gardens and 
bat houses on the UF campus. Richard told us about 
his background and then Ellen mentioned that Lee 
Bloomcamp was among us and urged her to tell us the 
story of how the bat houses came to be.  It’s a colorful 
story to be told some other time. Then Richard told us 
about the origin of the garden. The area was a wild mess 
in the 1990s and Dr. Hugh Popenoe, a soil scientist at 
UF, and Dr. Richard Schultes, a renowned  ethnobotanist, 
decided the campus needed an ethnobotany garden 
and this area was just right. Richard pointed out that 

the wooded area which opened up to a cultivated field served as a forest edge with relatively high plant and 
animal diversity. He lamented that plant diversity on campus is declining as the result of constant development.  
 As we moved across the field he pointed out that much of the area is a mix of native species intermixed 
with both undesirable and desirable exotics. The desirable exotics being those plants of practical use to humans 
from indigenous to contemporary.  Some of the undesirable exotics included common dayflower Commelina 
diffusa, paper mulberry Broussonetia papyrifera, and the very pretty but very aggressive coral vine, Antigonon 
leptopus.  Continuing down the path, we encountered elderberry Sambucus nigra, which Richard told us was 
used by indigenous peoples for pipes, blow guns, and flutes. We all know the berries make wine but Richard 
cautioned us the leaves contain cyanide. Someone pointed out that the ubiquitous Bidens alba leaves and flowers 
are edible and one of the best plants for pollinators.  Moving on, Richard told us that the Dan Austin Grant money 
allowed the Ethnobotany Society student club to purchase multiple gardening tools as well as signage and plant 
material. And as is typical of these times, each sign identifying a plant also had a QR code so the reader could get 
additional information on the plant.  He pointed out an eastern red cedar, Juniperus virginiana and told us it was 
very important to indigenous peoples who used it for smudging in ceremonies and fiber for clothing among other 
things.  Black cherry, Prunus serotina has very hard wood, easy to work, and hickory, Carya glabra was an important 
food source. The ethnobotanists were also cultivating some interesting plants as well. Richard pointed out a native 
Christmas berry, Lycium carolinianum, a relative of the infamous Gogi berries, ground nut, Apios americana, 
yaupon holly, Ilex vomitoria, coontie, Zamia integrifolia, and chinquapin,  Castanea pumila, all of which figured in 
indigenous diets. We also learned that early in the last century Zamia tubers were used to make starch for shirts. 
Also being cultivated were the non-native but important cassava, Manihot esculenta, cowpea, Vigna unguiculata, 
pawpaw, Asimina triloba, loquat, Eriobotrya japonica and of course pecan, Carya illinoinensis.  There was lots 
and lots of very interesting conversation and information (trivia) exchange. But the question of the day was…who 
figured out that cassava and coontie had to be boiled to release the cyanide before eating it? 

We had a great time and appreciate Richard Tate for showing us around and what the Dan Austin award money 
had accomplished. 
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A Hayride Through the Sandhill, 
JY Wilson Sandhill Grassland in Columbia County

By Susan Carr

    On Saturday October 2nd, 
about a dozen native plant enthusiasts 
gathered for a field trip on private land 
north of Gainesville.  The property is 
owned by Penny and Russ Weber, and it 
supports hundreds of acres of beautifully 
managed sandhill habitat.  Penny Weber 
and Susan Carr led the group on a 
driving and walking tour through the 
nearly 500-acre property.  The group 
enjoyed the abundance floral displays 
of fall blooming wildflowers and grasses 
as we traveled around “hayride” style.  
Penny Weber described her family’s 
long term stewardship of the property, 
including the frequent prescribed burning 
and management for quail hunting.  

Fortunately, the Weber property will be forever protected from development and land conversion by a recently 
installed conservation easement.  The conservation easement transaction just closed in December 2020, and was 
the culmination of efforts of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (UDDA), Alachua Conservation Trust and 
the Weber family.  Penny explained how this conservation easement actually assures that the property will stay in 
its current condition, as the agreement ensures continued private ownership and stewardship by the family.  

 Fall is a wonderful time for sandhill flowers, and the Weber’s property certainly did not disappoint!  In 
previous surveys, about 240 plant species were documented on the property.  The group found many of these 
and even added a few.  Because the landowners burned much of the property in May 2021, the wiregrass was in 

full bloom along with many other grasses and forbs, 
particularly Fall blooming members of the Aster 
family.  Notably, Penny showed us several stems 
of giant orchid (Orthochilus ecristatus) with fruits 
(shown here in flower).  This is good news for the 
State Endangered orchid species, as it shows signs 
of reproduction!  

 The Paynes Prairie Chapter thanks Penny 
and Russ Weber for their hospitality and willingness 
to share their spectacular property with us.  It is so 
great that they, as private landowners, appreciate 
and maintain these native plant communities which 
are now so precious and rare in North Florida.  

Giant orchid, Orthochilus ecristatus Chinquapin, Castanea pumila
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Volunteer Opportunity!
Come visit our table at Bat Fest 2021 on October 23!  
Also, we are still looking for volunteers to represent 
us at our table.  Contact markelliott1955@gmail.com 
to volunteer. If you don’t know about the Lubee Bat 
Conservancy,  check it out here… 
https://www.lubee.org/   It should be fun!

    Upcoming Field Trip!
Saturday, October 23

9:00 a.m.

Natural Areas Teaching Lab and 
UF Native Plant Nursery

With Gage LaPierre

We are delighted that Gage has agreed to 
lead our regular field trip on Saturday October 

23. We will have the opportunity to actually 
see what he told us about at our regular 

meeting. Park in the Entomology parking lot 
on UF campus and meet at the NATL (Natural 
Area Teaching Laboratory) pavilion. Gage will 

meet us there at 9am. 

Natural Area Teaching Pavilion
2042 NATURAL AREA DR
GAINESVILLE, FL 32611

You might also consider parking at
 Steinmetz Hall Entomology and Nematology

You can access the area from Bledsoe Drive off 
of Hull Road which passes the Phillips Center 
or on Surge Area Drive off of Archer Road.

Don’t forget to visit your 
LOCAL NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES!!

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
150 Chiappini Farm Road
Hawthorne
352-475-5413

Falling Creek Nursery
Open by appointment, in Lake City
386-965-2389 (call or text)

Natural Treasures
Open by appointment, in Trenton
352-225-1381
naturaltreasuresfn@gmail.com.

Notestein Native Nursery
Open by appointment, in Gainesville
352-372-2107

Have YOU purchased 
your License Plate Voucher?

Vouchers for the Florida Native license plate can be 
bought at any county tax collector’s office in Florida, 
through the Florida Native Plant Society or through a 
separate online sales portal set up for the purpose.  The 
cost of the voucher is $33, and as soon as 3,000 vouchers 
are sold, the plate will be printed and buyers will receive a 
new license plate for their voucher.  Purchase yours at this 
link:        https://www.fnps.org/support/license

https://www.lubee.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Natural+Area+Teaching+Laboratory/@29.6343894,-82.3686539,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x393d5d8a3aed3656!8m2!3d29.6336855!4d-82.3672894
https://goo.gl/maps/iuLHAd8sMRb9PEgj8
https://www.fnps.org/support/license


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Erick D. Smith
erick@kestreleco.com

(352) 380-0648
Certified Arborist FL 5376A

Michael Meisenburg
michael@kestreleco.com

(352) 339-0701
www.kestreleco.com

Native plant restoration
Biological Monitoring

Invasive/exotic plant surveys & control 
Tree surveys & hazard tree evaluation

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card-sized ad in JPG or 
TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues, January- November 
(except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Available



CALENDAR
Paynes Prairie Chapter

Florida Native Plant Society

October 21: 
General Meeting

 7:00 pm
(See page 1 for details 

and page 2 for zoom link)

October 23: 
Field Trip

Natural Areas Teaching Lab
and UF Native Plant Nursery

9:00 am
(See page 6 for details)

October 23: 
Tabling & Fun!
Lubee Bat Fest

(See page 6 for details)

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?
You could win $100 worth of plants from
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to 
propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed.     
You will need to grow several flats of four inch pots 
in time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant
Sale to qualify. 
Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer FL 32618

the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida.

The society fulfills this mission through: 
• Support for conservation land acquisition
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants
• Education
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species
• Research on native plant species and, 
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve 

Florida’s native plant heritage.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his 
photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick

