
Alachua Conservation Trust has worked in the Alachua county area for over 30 years, but did you know that 
they currently serve 16 counties in Florida? Learn about their most recent conservation efforts to preserve 
large swaths of intact sandhill throughout North Central Florida and the stunning variety of species found in 
these habitats. Healthy sandhills are rich in groundcover diversity, and they also provide important ecosystem 
services like imperiled species habitat, aquifer recharge and springs protection. Erica and Grace will discuss 
the many avenues they employ to place conservation easements on important private lands as well as 
acquisition projects for new public lands. They will also have lots of photos and biological information to share 
about these fascinating and threatened ecosystems! 

Grace works to protect land 
through acquisition and 
conservation easements at 
ACT. Previously she worked 
in land management with 
the City of Gainesville and 
ACT’s Women in the Woods 
Program. She is a Florida 
Certified Prescribed Burn 
Manager and serves as chair 
of the Land Management 
Partners Committee for the 
Florida Native Plant Society. 
In her free time she enjoys 
flower hunting in ditches and 
forests throughout the state.

Paynes Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
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September ZOOM Meeting
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 7:00 p.m. 

Conserving Sandhill in North Central Florida with ACT

The Rhexia

Grace Howell 
Conservation Programs Coordinator

Erica Hernandez 
Conservation Director

At ACT, Erica works with 
stakeholder groups to 
protect agricultural and rural 
lands that benefit Florida 
springs water quality and 
quantity. She earned her 
master’s in Interdisciplinary 
Ecology from the H.T. Odum 
Center for Wetlands at UF 
and has worked for state 
agencies and universities 
for over 20 years. Erica 
loves to be neck deep in 
mud or crawling around saw 
palmetto exploring Florida’s 
rich ecological heritage.
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Florida Native Plant Society 
Launches New License Plate 

“Florida Native” plate shows pride 
in Florida’s native plants

Tallahassee, FL, June 30, 2021.-- Have you ever been in 
the park or on a trail somewhere in Florida and seen a tree 
that just looks so unusual you’re sure it must be one of 
a kind?  Or have you wondered how to have a beautiful, 
subtropical landscape in Florida without all the water and 
pesticides you’re told it needs to remain beautiful?  Or 
maybe there’s some eye-catching flower you already have 
in your garden but aren’t sure what it is and how to keep 
it alive? If you’ve answered yes to any of these questions, 
then you’ve needed advice from a Florida Native Plant 
Society member!
Luckily, the 5,000 members of the Florida Native Plant 
Society (FNPS) spread across 33 chapters all over the state 
stand ready to help and encourage your interest in native 
Florida plants. Their efforts will soon be enhanced through 
a fundraising and awareness campaign called “Show your 
pride in Natives”, which is represented in an official new 
Florida vehicle license plate. The “Florida Native” plate 
was painted by noted Florida artist Peter Agardy and 
features a wooded scene fashioned entirely of familiar 
Florida native plant species. 
Vouchers for the Florida Native license plate can be 
bought at any county tax collector’s office in Florida, 
through the Florida Native Plant Society or through a 
separate online sales portal set up for the purpose.  The 
cost of the voucher is $33, and as soon as 3,000 vouchers 
are sold, the plate will be printed and buyers will receive a 
new license plate for their voucher.  Purchase yours at this 
link: https://www.fnps.org/support/license

The Rhexia  is published eight times a year by the Paynes 

Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. 

Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged to 

submit articles and images for publication consideration to 

gracehowell@gmail.com
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Welcome back!  It’s been a long hot summer with lots 
of challenges but we’re headed into a promising fall. 

We have a great lineup of speakers for the Fall 
Semester and two field trips in September.  Starting off on 
September 21, Grace Howell and Erica Hernandez  from 
ACT will tell us about their work on conservation of sandhill 
ecosystems in North Central Florida.  They will also be 
our field trip leaders this month and will take us out to 
botanize in the beautiful sandhill at Bell Ridge Longleaf 
WEA.  But!!!... this field trip will be on September 11, two 
weeks before our traditionally scheduled field trip date.  
This field trip was announced via email and is now full.

Sadly the Unitarian Fellowship will not yet allow us to 
use their facility so the September 21 meeting will have 
to be a Zoom meeting.  Log in 5-10 minutes before 7pm 
and enjoy the meeting from the comfort of your home.         
The Zoom link is on Page 1.

Two weeks later, we will be treated to a second field 
trip.  On Saturday, September 25, our typical field trip 
day, Richard Tate will show us the Ethnobotany garden on 
the UF campus.  Richard and his colleagues have been 
working on this garden for the last 2 years and are eager to 
show it to us.  A couple of years ago Richard and another 
student asked our chapter to sponsore their application 
for a FNPS grant to develop an Ethnobotany garden on 
the UF campus.  As a condition, I extracted a promise he 
would tell us about the garden if they won the grant.  They 
won the grant and Richard told us about their progress last 
January.  Now we finally get to see it.  The details about 
this trip are below as well. 

Then in October, Dr. Reed Noss, former faculty 
member at University of Central Florida and respected 
naturalist will be our speaker and field trip leader.  Joe 
Vaughn from FWC will be our November speaker and he 
will talk about habitat restoration.  

A few other things you might want to know: 
The Florida Native Plant Society has designed a license 

plate to raise funds to help preserve and conserve native 
Florida.  See the story and link on page 2.  Let’s do this! 

Also on our agenda is Bat Fest 2021.  The Lubee Bat 
Conservancy has invited us to table at Bat Fest 2021 and 

we have agreed.  Don’t you love how I volunteer your time!  
The event is October 23.  We are looking for volunteers 
to represent us at our table.  We will need 2 people for a 
morning shift and 2 people for the afternoon shift.  You 
have plenty of time to clear your calendar.  Contact me at 
markelliott1955@gmail.com if you would like to take one 
of those shifts. More info on page 5.  Curious about the 
name, check out the label the next time you buy a bottle 
of Bacardi rum. 

Now for an administrative detail.  Our chapter By Laws 
state that the tenure of the chapter president is 3 years.  
Due to the pandemic we decided to bend the rules and 
I agreed to remain president for an extra year.  While I 
have enjoyed my time at the helm, it is time for me to step 
aside.  This means we will need to establish a nominating 
committee and start looking for a new president.  Please 
consider serving on the nominating committee and/or 
submit your name as a candidate.  Elections will be at 
the November meeting.  The board of directors is a great 
group of people to work with and I assure you it will be a 
rewarding experience.  Talk to any of the board members 
about how to get involved.

Lastly, we are very pleased to announce that Grace 
Howell has agreed to be our next newsletter editor.  Karen 
Garren and Ellen Thoms did a great job last year and 
we are very grateful for their help. But they have other 
responsibilities and we are all delighted that Grace has 
agreed to take on this roll. Welcome Grace!

That’s it for now.  Read on for all the good stuff coming 
this September.

Mark 

A Message from the President...

Milkweed beetles on 
Swamp Milkweed, 

Asclepias incarnata 
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MAY FIELD TRIP REPORT
Spring Flora in San Felasco Hammock

   by Carol Lippincott  

On a warm dry May morning, about 18 plant enthusiasts 
walked with Carol Lippincott and Bob Simons through the 
shaded hardwood hammock in San Felasco Hammock 
Preserve State Park in Alachua County, on the northwest side 
of Gainesville. Bob told about how the park was purchased 
in the early 1970s from several property owners, at the 
urging of local environmental advocates such as himself 
and Alachua Audubon. They proposed that the state’s 
Environmentally Endangered Lands program (at the time) 
purchase 10,000 acres, of which about 6,000 acres, or about 
10 square miles, was eventually purchased. 

Bob pointed out that the park is distinctive because of 
its several “stream-to-sink” watersheds, where rainfall flows 
into streams in the park that flow into sink holes in the park’s 
limestone. That water then becomes part of the underground aquifer - the source of our drinking water. So protecting 
the natural plant communities in the park means cleaner drinking water. 

After a brief stop in a recently burned longleaf pine sandhill, which was sunny and hot, we walked into the cool shade 
of the hardwood hammock. Hammock trees live in moister areas. In contrast to longleaf pine sandhill, hammock does do 
not need to burn and cannot survive fire. 

Bob told interesting tales about the various hammock trees, vines and shrubs that we saw. (You can read more 
plant stories in Bob’s new book, The Ecology of the Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines of Northern Florida.) Many of the 
hammock trees are especially large and host tangles of native vines, some of them very old. Most of the vines are in the 
grape family, and provide food high up in the tree canopy for migratory birds. Vines also hold the tree tops together 
during storms. Vines are important parts of a forest! 

We saw large specimens of several hammock trees: swamp chestnut oak (Quercus michauxii) , sweetgum 
(Liquidambar styraciflua), live oak (Quercus virginiana), black cherry (Prunus serotina), mockernut hickory (Carya 

tomentosa), pignut hickory (Carya glabra), and Shumard 
oak (Quercus shumardii). Below the high tree canopy 
grows scattered shade-tolerant shrubs such as sweetleaf 
(Symplocus tinctoria) and hophornbeam (Ostrya virginiana). 
Around several sinkhole wetlands grow dense thickets of 
blue stem sabal (Sabal minor), with plane trees (Planera 

aquatica) growing in the water. In these moister areas, air 
plants (Tillandsia spp.) are abundant and were just sending 
out their purple-spiked blooms.     

San Felasco hammock is also distinctive because it was 
never farmed and therefore still has large areas with intact 
herbaceous understory dominated by shade-loving sedges, 
spike grass, and black-seeded needle grass. It was a special 
day in a special place, with very special people! 
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Alas, No Fall Plant Sale... But!

Dear Members,

Unfortunately, due to concerns over COVID-19, we have 
had to cancel the Fall Native Plant Sale scheduled for 
next month. We know many of you were looking forward 
to the opportunity to add to your native plantings, and 
the vendors were already preparing their plants for sale. 
But the good news is you can still support our native 
plant vendors and enhance your landscapes by visiting 
and purchasing directly from these native nurseries you 
would otherwise have seen at the sale.

Also, if you wish to help support the work of the Friends 
of Nature Parks, for whom the sale is a important 
fundraiser, please visit: 
https://www.friendsofnatureparks.org/support

We hope to see you in the Spring!

All the best,
FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter Plant Sale Committee

Volunteer Opportunity!
The Lubee Bat Conservancy has invited us to table at Bat 
Fest 2021 on October 23.  We are looking for volunteers 
to represent us at our table.  We will need 2 people 
for a morning shift and 2 people for the afternoon shift.  
Contact markelliott1955@gmail.com if you would like to 
take one of those shifts. If you don’t know about the Lubee 
Bat Conservancy,  check it out here… 
https://www.lubee.org/   It should be fun!

    Upcoming Field Trip!
Saturday, September 25

9:30-11:30 a.m.

A visit to the 
North Florida Heritage Garden, 
UF Ethnoecology Garden and 

environs of Lake Alice

With Richard Tate
PhD Candidate, Interdisciplinary Ecology

Learn about the edible, medicinal, and 
useful plants of Florida, including the species 

featured in the North Florida Heritage 
Garden collection of the UF Ethnoecology 
Garden. Our walking tour will also include 
interpretation of environmental and land 

use change around Lake Alice, with ample 
opportunity for botanizing. 

Please dress for the weather. Bring a hat, 
mask, and water.

Meet at the University of Florida 
Bat Houses parking lot: 

https://goo.gl/maps/y8Mr7i4hctCe4dsCA

   

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
150 Chiappini Farm Road
Hawthorne
352-475-5413

Falling Creek Nursery
Open by appointment, in Lake City
386-965-2389 (call or text)

Natural Treasures
Open by appointment, in Trenton
352-225-1381
naturaltreasuresfn@gmail.com.

Notestein Native Nursery
Open by appointment, in Gainesville
352-372-2107



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Erick D. Smith
erick@kestreleco.com

(352) 380-0648
Certified Arborist FL 5376A

Michael Meisenburg
michael@kestreleco.com

(352) 339-0701
www.kestreleco.com

Native plant restoration
Biological Monitoring

Invasive/exotic plant surveys & control 
Tree surveys & hazard tree evaluation

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card-sized ad in JPG or 
TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues, January- November 
(except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Available



CALENDAR
Paynes Prairie Chapter

Florida Native Plant Society

September 11: 
Field Trip

Bell Ridge Longleaf WEA
(Trip is full)

September 21: 
General Meeting

 7:00 pm
(See page 1 for details and zoom link)

September 24: 
Field Trip

UF Ethnoecology Garden
(See page 5 for details)

Can you grow Rhexia from seed?
You could win $100 worth of plants from
Notestein’s Nursery if you are the first to 
propagate Rhexia, our namesake, from seed.     
You will need to grow several flats of four inch pots 
in time for either our Spring or Fall Native Plant
Sale to qualify. 
Call Jim with questions - 352-372-2107

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer FL 32618

the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida.

The society fulfills this mission through: 
• Support for conservation land acquisition
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants
• Education
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species
• Research on native plant species and, 
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve 

Florida’s native plant heritage.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his 
photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick
Also to Peter May for permission to use his Rhexia photo. 


