
Andrew Gude is the Refuge 
Manager of the Lower 
Suwannee, Cedar Keys National 
Wildlife Refuges (NWR), 
Crystal River, and former 
Chassahowitzka, and Tampa 
Bay NWR manager.  
He returned to Florida from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) Washington DC Office 
in September 2011, where he 
spent 7 years working for the 
Assistant Secretary of the Department of the Interior, for Director of the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, and as the National Wildlife Refuge System’s Ocean and Coastal 
Refuge Coordinator.
In this capacity at FWS Headquarters Office, Andrew worked on a very small team 
that supported President George W. Bush’s designation of the four, 305 million-acre, 
Pacific Ocean Marine National Monuments as FWS-managed areas making the NWR 
System the largest land and water conservation entity on the planet.  
Andrew grew up in Pennsylvania, but has lived in the Florida Keys, coastal South 
Carolina, Hawaii, Alaska, Holland, US Pacific Islands, throughout the Caribbean, and 
has sailed the Virgin Islands, Bahamas, and Indian Ocean.  He has worked as a fishery 
biologist, commercial fisherman, diving instructor, captain and fishing guide, breath-
hold diver, an environmental educator, and was director of a college study abroad 
program’s remote field station for 6 years. 
He moved back to Florida to be closer to his two children, now grown, to embrace 
the rural lifestyle, but really to fish to his heart’s content..
Join us at the meeting to learn about Andrew’s work as the Refuge Manager of  
the Lower Suwannee and Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge.
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MEETING 
INFORMATION

The Paynes Prairie Chapter 
of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is located in 
Gainesville and has a large 
and active membership. We 
engage an excellent roster 
of speakers at our monthly 
meetings and sponsor 
activities like plant sales 
and field trips to interesting 
locations throughout north 
central Florida. 

We meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 
at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship Hall located 
at 4225 NW 34th Street, 
Gainesville, FL 32605. 
Meetings are monthly 
September through May, with 
no meeting in December.  
Each meeting begins at 6:30 
pm with a Plant ID Workshop 
and general socializing. 
Programs start at 7:00 p.m.

https://goo.gl/maps/1gnUCyG6h4sj1W3C6
https://goo.gl/maps/1gnUCyG6h4sj1W3C6
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Hello Paynes Prairie members!

With the meeting on November 16 and the field trip 
on the 19th we will wrap up our fall 2022 season. Andrew 
Gude will cap off our season with a talk on the Lower 
Suwanee River Valley NWR and Debbie Meeks will lead our 
field trip to show us what Andrew talked about.

October was particularly busy with a field trip to see 
fall wildflowers on the Weber property early in the month 
then bird banding and the wildflower gardens at the ACT 
facility and the bats at the UF bat houses the end of the 
month. We also tabled at Pride on the Prairie at the ACT 
facility and the following week we tabled at both the 
Lubee festival and the Kanapaha festival on the same day! 
Add in the Keepers of the Springs event in late July, Frog 
Drinks at First Magnitude and Wildflower Day at FLMNH in 
August and I think we may have significantly improved our 
chapter’s exposure to the general public. Well done!

I must thank Ellen, Karen G., Emily, Karen S., Grace 
M. Sandi, Michael, Goldie, Gary, Lee, Julieta, Susan and 
Howard and Lisa for taking time out of their busy schedules 
to volunteer at these events. If I have forgotten anyone it is 
due to a senior moment and not your lack of importance. 
You are all an asset to our chapter, and I greatly appreciate 
your time and willingness to contribute to our success.

We already have a great lineup of speakers for next 
year and we will start it all again on January 18, 2023. Have 
a great holiday season.

 -- Mark

The Rhexia  is published eight times a year by the Paynes 

Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. 

Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged to 

submit articles and images for publication consideration to 

gracehowell@gmail.com
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On Saturday October 8 th , a group of 14 Paynes Prairie Chapter members had the pleasure of touring the JY Wilson 
Sandhill Grassland, a conservation easement and sandhill restoration site on approximately 500 acres located in 
Columbia County and owned by Penny and Russ Weber. This site has been a popular field trip destination on several 
occasions over the past few years and is always in demand due to the diverse fall-flowering assemblage of plant species 
as well as the hospitality of the Webers. Participants were treated to a haywagon ride (thanks to Grace Howell and 
Alachua Conservation Trust for providing the truck and wagon) through portions of the site, with walking stopovers at 
various locations on the tract to “ruminate” over the various plant taxa observed. To date, over 240 plant species have 
been identified on the site. 

Our tour began with a brief summary of the past history of the site which led to 
the eventual development as a Conservation Easement. Penny provided a map 
showing the various parcels and habitats comprising the tract and discussed some 
of the ongoing maintenance activities. In particular, control of invasive exotic and 
nuisance plant species has been of prime importance. Exotic and nuisance species 
are generally a problem along the edges of the access roads through the site, 
with markedly less undesirable taxa within the interior portions of the area. One 
of the major offenders is the grass known as sweet tanglehead (Heteropogon 

melanocarpus), a tall graminoid which superficially resembles broomsedge 
(Andropogon spp.). Penny held up an example of this taxon which was 8+ feet tall 
and noted that manual removal of this undesirable grass consumes a lot of their 
time in maintaining the integrity of the restoration effort.

The idle chatter of insects fills the rapidly warming air. The vegetation is 
uniformly low, about knee height, but incredibly diverse. Tiny helictid 
wasps dance in the open bowls of Agalinis, dusting their legs with its 
white pollen. Blue skippers investigate the yellow disks of Pityopsis. 

Following the initial site discussion, folks loaded up onto the haywagon and headed out onto the site.  The first thing 
noticed almost immediately was the amazing abundance of purple false foxglove (Agalinis purpurea).  This species was 
literally everywhere almost as far as one could see.  I have personally never seen this species in as much abundance as 
on this site.

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP REPORT

JY Wilson Sandhill Grassland
October 8 2022

Collaborative report by Milo Neelands and Rob Garren
Photos By Rob Garren
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A firebreak no wider than a walking trail divides last year’s burn and this year’s. On one side, summer 
farewell (Dalea pinnata var. pinnata) dots the landscape with crowns of white, and lopsided indiangrass 
bats its long eyelashes.  These species need a year of regeneration after fire before blooming and their 
prolific flowering indicates two-years since fire. On the recently burned side of the firebreak, wiregrass 
relishes the nutrient release of the growing season burn. A keystone species of the sandhills, wiregrass 
flowers the year of a fire, and now bouquets of slender flowering stems emerge from dense tufts of the 
spindly grass. “Burned in May 2022,” Penny confirms. She and her husband manage  this family land for 
quail habitat as her father had since the 1950’s. “If the brush is high, the quail won’t land,” she adds. 

 As we made our first stop and walked out into the restoration 
area, many more flowering species became apparent including wiregrass 
(Aristida stricta), coastalplain honeycombhead (Balduina angustifolia), 
coastalplain chaffhead (Carphephorus corymbosus), dogtongue wild 
buckwheat (Eriogonum tomentosum), tall elephantsfoot (Elephantopus 

tomentosus), slender scratchdaisy (Croptilon divaricatum), and 
numerous others.  As we wound around the site and made various other 
stops, we noticed two species of Sorghastrum – lopsided indiangrass 
(S. secundum) and pale yellow indiangrass (S. nutans).  This site has a 
fairly high diversity of native grasses and, in addition to the Sorghastrum 
species, includes broomsedge bluestem (Andropogon virginicus var. 
virginicus), splitbeard bluestem (A. ternarius), Elliott’s bluestem (A. 

gyrans), creeping little bluestem (Schizachyrium stoloniferum), slender 
bluestem (Schizachyrium tenerum), and others.

 Meandering along on the wagon through the site, we encountered several other interesting species which bear 
mentioning.  We made a stop at an old stump located near the road where, as in years past, a specimen of giant orchid 
(Orthochilus ecristatus – formerly Pteroglossapsis ecristatus) persists.  Another orchid observed at various locations 
on the tract was toothpetal false reinorchid (Habenaria floribunda formerly H. odontopetala).  A fairly dense patch of 
this species was observed toward the end of the trip.  It is interesting to note that, to date, this species has not been 
vouchered for Columbia County.  Perhaps a herbarium specimen in full flower might be in order to remedy that!  

The tipped-up roots of a downed tree cast a spiderweb of shadow across the road, marking the spot 
where our convoy squeals to a stop.  Nestled in the shadow of the roots, a patch of endangered giant 
orchids is setting a multitude of tiny seeds in its ripening pods. Nearby, a single Habenaria floribunda 
orchid is concluding its flowering as well.  Some of us speculate on the relative dryness of this site 
compared to the usual haunts of Habenaria, which usually prefers wetlands or mesic areas. One person 
notes that bloom time is usually later for this species. However, some of the autumn standbys have 
decided to keep us waiting- only a few spikes of liatris have opened their deep magenta blooms, and 
Walter’s Aster sport fat, purple tinged buds promising to open over the next couple weeks.

Few mature longleaf pines remain, giving the Sandhill here a grassland profile.  In fact, the conservation 
easement was funded through a special grassland protection program that typically applies to rangeland 
in the Western U.S.
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Penny briefly discussed the presence and history of pine species on the site and noted that longleaf pine (Pinus 

palustris), which historically occurred on-site, is largely gone.  Slash pine (P. elliottii) had been grown on the site in 
the past and used to provide occasional income.  During our wagon tour, we noted patches of sapling longleaf pine 
beginning to thrive here and there – hopefully this trend will continue as the site matures even more.  In addition to the 
pines, numerous oak (Quercus) species are present including turkey oak (Q. laevis), running oak (Q. pumila), sand post 
oak (Q. margarettae), bluejack oak (Q. incana), live oak (Q. virginiana), and others.  Tree canopy cover in the open central 
portions of the site is limited as desirable for a grassland restoration effort.  

We stop our convoy again to glimpse blue sage (Salvia 
azurea) and lanceleaf blanketflower (Gaillardia aestivalis). 
In contrast to the large multicolored disks of the 
introduced firewheel (Gallardia pulchella) that adorns 
Florida license plates, the deep red centers of this sandhill 
species are encircled by a sparse ring of slender, lobed,  
yellow petals. A loggerhead shrike dives for grasshoppers 
as the wheels of the trailer screech and bump along the 
sandy roads. 

While the former is a native species, the latter has recently been 
placed into the non-native category for Florida as this species 
is apparently native to western states and has been widely 
cultivated within, but not native to, Florida.  This reclassification 
of firewheel, while surprising, perhaps will provide the impetus 
for native nurseries to produce more of the native blanketflower.  
DNA studies have shown no difference between G. pulchella from 
western states and our specimens – therefore the systematists 
have decided it is not native to the eastern US but simply a transplant.

There are a number of gopher tortoise burrows on the site as well.  It was also noted a large Florida pine snake was 
observed during one of the recent tours of the site with another group.  Insects were also abundant, with butterflies 

adorning many of the flowering taxa, 
providing willing subjects for photographers. 
A visit to the J Y Wilson Sandhill Grassland is 
always an adventure because you never know 
what you will find.  There is an ongoing effort 
to add to the species list being developed 
on the site and hopefully we assisted in that 
effort.  Many thanks to Penny and Russ Weber, 
Grace Howell, Susan Carr, and others who 
helped arrange our visit.  We surely hope to 
be invited back again and greatly appreciate 
the generous hospitality to visit this beautiful 
habitat.
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Saturday, Oct. 19th, was a beautiful day for our 
members to visit the Alachua Audubon native plant 
garden, and observe a bird banding project at AA’s 
banding lab, both located on Alachua Conservation 
Trust’s Prairie Creek property.  We were joined by 
a large, enthusiastic group from Marion County’s 
Florida Audubon chapter, and several student interns 
from Alachua Audubon.  

The native plant garden was financed by a grant 
from Florida Power and Light, and Florida Audubon, 
and FNPS Paynes Prairie members Lisa and Howard 
Jelks, Jamie Barichivich and Jennifer Staiger were 
involved in the development of the garden, and 
initial plant installations last year. The garden now 
has 12 mixed native plant plots, and several native 
blueberry groupings created by Dr. Paul Lyrene to 
enhance Vaccinium genetic diversity. Pollinator and 
larval plants attract insects for birds to eat, and seeds 
and fruits from garden plants are utilized by migrating 
birds and local wildlife. 

Visitors were treated to blooming Garberia, 
several Goldenrod species, assorted asters and many 
lovely grasses in flower, including Purple and Elliot’s 

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP REPORT

Alachua Audubon’s Bird Banding 
Lab and Native Plant Garden Tour

lovegrass, and Lopsided Indian grass.  A naturally 
occurring population of white-fruited Beautyberry is 
near the gardens, which caught the attention of many 
people.  

Activity at the banding lab involved checking 
sex, age and general condition of netted birds, and 
putting coded bands on them prior to release.  This 
information helps 
determine bird 
population trends, 
migratory patterns, 
and bird diversity 
over time. Several 
birds caught that 
day were repeat 
visitors from prior 
years, and we all 
got close-up looks 
at Gray catbirds, 
White-eyed vireos, 
towhees, and other 
species. 

If you are interested in seeing the gardens, or 
helping out with maintenance, please contact Lee 
Bloomcamp at lbloomcamp@msn.com.  Lee can also 
arrange a visit to the bird banding lab for those who 
weren’t able to join us last month, they will be in 
operation through spring. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all!

Report and Photos  by Lee Bloomcamp
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LOCAL NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

150 Chiappini Farm Road
Hawthorne

352-475-5413

Falling Creek Nursery
Open by appointment, in Lake City

386-965-2389 (call or text)

Natural Treasures
Open by appointment, in Trenton

352-225-1381
naturaltreasuresfn@gmail.com.

Notestein Native Nursery
Open by appointment, in Gainesville

352-372-2107

Grow Hub
Open Mon-Fri 8am-12pm 

and Sat-Sun 9am-3pm
2900 NE 8th Avenue

Gainesville
352-275-7144

Former chapter president and current Northern Ireland 
resident Brian Quinn will be making an appearance 
in our environs in early November. To welcome him 
back, we are planning a Carl’s Garden workday in 
conjunction with his visit.  

 
 
 
 

We will be spreading a newly delivered load of 
crushed concrete along the Garden’s paths. Be sure to 
bring gloves, a shovel, and drinking water; also bug 
and sun protection. 
Carl’s Garden is located in the Kanapaha Veteran’s 
Memorial Park, 7400 SW 41st Place (off Tower Road). 
For those of you who have been to the Garden in the 
past, the entry gate to drive back to the Garden has 
moved. Enter through the first gate on the left and 
drive to the old road to get back to the Garden. If the 
gate is closed and locked, please park near the gate 
and walk back to the Garden (on the hill where the 
large rocks are situated; the playing fields will be on 
your left and Chapman’s Pond is on your right). At the 
conclusion of our work, we will convene at a local pizza 
joint for lunch. 
To learn about Carl’s Garden, which our chapter 
started and has maintained for 17 years, read the 
September 2005 Rhexia (available on our website) 
or go to https://www.gainesville.com/story/
news/2005/09/17/carls-garden-takes-shape-at-
veterans-park/31704192007/.

CARL’S GARDEN WORKDAY
and a special visitor!

Saturday, November 12, 9:00 am

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/data/uploads/newsletters/2005/sept05rhexia1.pdf
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/2005/09/17/carls-garden-takes-shape-at-veterans-park/31704192
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/2005/09/17/carls-garden-takes-shape-at-veterans-park/31704192
https://www.gainesville.com/story/news/2005/09/17/carls-garden-takes-shape-at-veterans-park/31704192
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NOVEMBER FIELD TRIP! 
Lower Suwannee River National Wildlife Refuge 

with Debbie Meeks Saturday, November 19
Our field trip this month will be to the Lower 

Suwanee River National Wildlife Refuge. Debbie Meeks 
will be our guide. Andrew Gude will also accompany us 
on the hike.

The walk is 1/2 mile long on a compacted secondary 
refuge road that is grassy and muddy in spots. Sunny 
open flatwoods transition to shady floodplain and the 
road ends with a view of the Suwannee River.

Andrew will give us the current conditions of the 
trail before his talk on Wednesday November 16. But 
watch the weather and plan accordingly. Ticks are 
abundant if we venture off the mowed road, sand gnats 
or mosquitoes might be a nuisance depending on the 
amount of breeze. You know the drill, sensible shoes, hat, 
plenty of water, snacks, insect repellent etc.

For those interested in carpooling or caravanning:
We will meet in the parking lot of Publix at Spring Hill 

on Newberry Road and SR 241, the Jonesville Publix, at 
8:45 on Saturday November 19. 

For those driving separately:
We will meet at 10:00 am at Gate 14 along the Lower 

Suwannee Wildlife Refuge Nature Drive.
The yellow refuge gates are numbered. The GPS 

coordinates are 29.351035, -83.052415. 
It is best to put the below location into your navigation 

app on your phone in Chiefland, before you get on County 
Road 347, due to connectivity issues.  

 Lower Suwannee & Cedar Keys NWRs:  16450 NW 
31st. Place, Chiefland, Florida 32626

Landmarks are:  
1. Pass through the small community of Fowlers Bluff 

as you head south on 347.  
2. Less than a mile later you pass the Refuge 

Headquarters entrance road, NW 31st  Place; take your 
next right into the North Entrance of the Nature Drive.  

3. Follow that and park at the 3rd  yellow swing gate 
(labeled as gate ”14”) on the right, off that limerock road.  
It’s about a 1.5 miles down the Nature Drive.  

Cell service is poor but texting usually works.
 Debbie Meeks: 352-278-5088,
 Andrew Gude: 703.622.3896
 Mark Elliott: 352-215-4093



FNPS Announcements: 

FNPS 2023 Endowment Grant Research Awards, 
Conservation Grant Awards, the Dan Austin Award for 

Ethnobotany, and Cornelia McNamara Grant

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant program for the purpose of funding research 
on native plants. These are small grants ($2500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support research 
that forwards the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society which is “to promote the preservation, conservation, and 
restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.”

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in Florida. These grants ($5000 or less) are 
awarded for a 1-year period. These projects promote the preservation, conservation, or restoration of rare or imperiled 
native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities. To qualify for a Conservation Grant, the proposed 
project must be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter.

The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide up to $1500 to graduate or undergraduate students who are 
studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the relationship between peoples or cultures with plants native to 
Florida or Florida ecosystems. These can be current uses or historic uses.

The Florida Native Plant Society has established a Cornelia McNamara Grant program for the purpose of funding 
applied research on native plants and habitats, particularly those that are rare or imperiled. These are small grants ($1500 
or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support research that will yield data to inform the management for 
or restoration of native species and habitats.

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web site (www.fnps.org), click on ‘What We Do/Awards and Grants’. 
Questions regarding the grant programs should be sent to info@fnps.org. 

Application deadline for the 2023 Awards is March 3, 2023. Awards will be announced at the May 2023 Annual 
Conference. Awardees do not have to be present at the Conference to receive award.

Call for Research Track Papers and Poster Presentations
Florida Native Plant Society 2023 Conference

The Florida Native Plant Society 2023 Annual Conference will be held as a virtual meeting, April 29 and 30, 2023.  The 
Research Track of the Conference will include presented papers and a virtual poster session using the Whova platform on 
April 29 and 30. Poster presentations will be uploaded to the Whova site one week prior to the meeting (April 21, 2023)

Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on research related to native plants and plant communities of Florida 
including preservation, conservation, and restoration. Presented papers are planned to be 20 minutes in total length (15 
min. presentation, 5 min. questions).

Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be submitted as a MS Word file by email to Paul A. Schmalzer 
paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov by January 15, 2023. Include title, affiliation, and address. Indicate whether you will be 
presenting a paper or poster. Details on preparing and uploading a virtual poster will be provided when the abstract is 
accepted.

http://www.fnps.org
mailto:info%40fnps.org?subject=
mailto:paul.a.schmalzer%40nasa.gov?subject=


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Erick D. Smith
erick@kestreleco.com

(352) 380-0648
Certified Arborist FL 5376A

Michael Meisenburg
michael@kestreleco.com

(352) 339-0701
www.kestreleco.com

Native plant restoration
Biological Monitoring

Invasive/exotic plant surveys & control 
Tree surveys & hazard tree evaluation

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card-sized ad in JPG or 
TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues, January- November 
(except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.



CALENDAR

Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society

November 12: 
Carl’s Garden Workday

9:00 am
(See page 7 for details)

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 16: 
General Meeting

 7:00 pm IN PERSON
(See page 1 for details )

November 19: 
Field Trip to Lower Suwannee 
NWR  with Debbie Meeks

10:00 am
(See page 8 for details )

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer FL 32618

the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida.

The society fulfills this mission through: 
• Support for conservation land acquisition
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants
• Education
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species
• Research on native plant species and, 
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve 

Florida’s native plant heritage.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his 
photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick

