
Lee Bloomcamp has been a 
Florida Native Plant Society 
Paynes Prairie Chapter member 
for many years.  Lee grew 
up in an Air Force family and 
lived overseas and in multiple 
locations across the U.S.  In 
between moves, she spent 
time on a family farm in Kansas, 
developing an interest in 
agriculture and the outdoors.  
She holds a B.S. in Crop 
Protection from Kansas State 
University, and a M.S. from the 
University of Florida in Medical/
Veterinary Entomology.   Lee was 
Pest Control Manager for UF’s 
Division of Environmental Health 
and Safety, supervising campus-

wide pest and animal control activities for 6 years, and also held research positions 
with UF in Gainesville and Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  After leaving UF, Lee spent over 
30 years with Bayer and Syngenta in the southeastern US, working on insect, plant 
disease and weed management, and biological control programs, most recently 
in commercial plant nurseries and vegetable production.  Lee is now retired and 
in active in plant groups, Alachua Audubon, and the Florida Springs Institute.  She 
enjoys canoeing, gardening, and horseback riding.
See Page 3 for more info  about Lee’s presentation “Bats, Plants and People”  
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MEETING 
INFORMATION

The Paynes Prairie Chapter 
of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is located in 
Gainesville and has a large 
and active membership. We 
engage an excellent roster 
of speakers at our monthly 
meetings and sponsor 
activities like plant sales 
and field trips to interesting 
locations throughout north 
central Florida. 

We meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 
at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship Hall located 
at 4225 NW 34th Street, 
Gainesville, FL 32605. 
Meetings are monthly 
September through May, with 
no meeting in December.  
Each meeting begins at 6:30 
pm with a Plant ID Workshop 
and general socializing. 
Programs start at 7:00 p.m.

https://goo.gl/maps/1gnUCyG6h4sj1W3C6
https://goo.gl/maps/1gnUCyG6h4sj1W3C6
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Hello Paynes Prairians! Autumn is we under well under 
way. This is the month of Halloween and Lee Bloomcamp 
will recount the history of the bat house on the UF campus. 
Then on the 29th we will have a field trip to see all the 
things she spoke about. The details of her talk and the 
field trip follow. I’ve heard little bits of this story and it is 
certainly entertaining as well as interesting. 

A nice group of shoppers converged on Natural 
Treasures Nursery last month and I saw a lot of hatchbacks 
filled with native plants. Thanks to Heather Blake for 
inviting us to shop.

As I mentioned last month, we will be participating in 
3 tabling events in October. We will represent our chapter 
at the ACT-sponsored Pride at Prairie Creek festival on 
Sunday October 16th. Then on the 22nd we will table 
at both the Kanapaha Fall Plant Festival and the Lubee 
Bat Festival. Please contact any board member or me to 
volunteer for a short shift at one of these events. These 
are fun events and provide great exposure for our chapter. 
Shifts are short and there are always interesting groups at 
these events. 

It is my understanding that the nominating committee 
has not had any luck inviting people to run for president 
of our chapter. Our chapter will need a leader come 
January 2023. I have said many times, our current board 
members are all smart and congenial and board meetings 
are actually fun. Plus, we feed you! Seriously, consider 
stepping up to help our chapter into the next year. Send 
an email to Rob Garren ecologist@cox.net, Ellen Thoms 
ellenthomsllc@outlook.com  or Emily Krause Krausec07@
gmail.com. If you have any questions or concerns, by 
all means ask one of us and we will give you an honest 
appraisal of what is involved in being president of one of 
the largest and most active chapters in the State. 

For those of you interested in learning how we 
operate, our next board meeting will be Tuesday October 
11. We start meetings at 6pm and they last for 1-2 hours. 
And… sandwiches are provided. For more information 
send me an email (address is in the Rhexia) and I’ll provide 
the location and agenda. 

That’s all I have for now. Mark your calendars and we 
will see you in a couple of weeks.   

 -- Mark

The Rhexia  is published eight times a year by the Paynes 

Prairie Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. 

Comments are welcomed. Readers are encouraged to 

submit articles and images for publication consideration to 

gracehowell@gmail.com
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OCTOBER PROGRAM:
Bats, Plants and People by Lee Bloomcamp

Bats are popular this time of year, but how much do 
you really know about them?  Bats are one of our most 
mysterious, misunderstood and maligned mammals, 
and were often overlooked in early conservation efforts.  
Pollination, pest control, reforestation and fertilizer 
production are carried out by various bat species, and 
many natural and human ecosystems are dependent on bat 
activity for plant health and biological diversity.  Bats are 
also one of most globally threatened animal populations 
due to cultural, political, and environmental factors. Here in 
Gainesville, we have a unique opportunity to observe bats 
up close at UF’s bat houses, and there is an interesting story 
behind these now famous structures.  We’ll discuss this and 
other aspects of bats in the modern world. 
To attend, see meeting info on P.1

SEPTEMBER FIELD TRIP REPORT

Mike Roess Gold Head Branch State Park  with Reed Noss
September 24, 2022

Report by Lee Bloomcamp
Photos By Susan Carr and Rob Garren

A comfortable Saturday morning in September found 20 native 
plant enthusiasts gathered at Mike Roess Gold Head Branch State Park 
near Keystone Heights, Clay County. One of Florida’s first state parks, 
the Civilian Conservation Corp developed the original 600 acre site 
in the 1930’s.  A new boardwalk and cabin restorations are part of the 
continuing improvements to this beautiful location. 

Gold Head Branch State Park sits on the north central ridge 
of Florida and hosts old-growth longleaf pines (Pinus palustris), a 
steephead ravine fed by seepage springs, and several sinkhole lakes. A 
five mile stretch of the Florida National Scenic trail passes through the 
park, and it’s a favorite spot for through-hikers to stop for a day of rest. 

Our visit coincided with National Environmental Education 
Foundations National Public Lands Day.  Volunteers of all ages were 
working on park clean-up and native plant restoration, perhaps next 
year we can be part of this effort in the Gainesville area. Forked blue curls, Trichostema suffrutescens

Chiquapin, Castanea pumila. Photo by Grace Howell
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Dr. Reed Noss, conversation biologist, wildlife 
ecologist and natural history renaissance man, led 
a walk through this unique location, discussing 
the geology, botany, and ecology of the park 
and its diverse plant life and habitats.  State 
parks started controlled burns as part of their 
management practices about 20 years ago, and 
the longleaf pine/sand hill vegetation along our 
first trail included narrowleaf silkgrass (Pityopsis 
graminifolia), wiregrass (Aristida stricta), dogtongue 
wild buckwheat (Eriogonum tomentosum), two 
Lyonia species (L. lucida and L. ferruginea) , and 
lots of sandspurs (Cenchrus spp).  Also noted was 
a grouping of fire-adapted small oaks that included 
Chapman’s oak (Quercus chapmanii), sand live oak 
(Quercus geminata), myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifolia) 
and sand laurel oak (Quercus hemispherica). 

Our first destination was Sheelar Lake, a steeply 
sloped sinkhole lake, 70 feet deep, with clear, low 
pH water.  Sheelar lake is estimated to be 24,000 
years old, determined by carbon-dating pollen 
found in sediment samples.  A popular swimming 
spot during the early years of the park, the lake is 
now protected and has many uncommon plants 
along its sandy shore.  We observed maidencane 
(Panicum hemitomon) and chalky bluestem 
(Andropogon virginicus var. glaucus) at the lake 
edge, and upslope explored a xeric rosemary bald. 
Plants included the namesake Florida rosemary (Ceratiola ericoides), a long-lived large shrub which doesn’t 
produce seeds until maturity at 15-20 years of age.  Florida rosemary doesn’t survive fire, but its seeds remain 
viable in soil for years and germinate after a fallen tree or fire creates a clearing.  Since fire is detrimental, 
Florida rosemary produces allelopathic compounds that inhibit other plants from establishing near it, creating 
a natural fire break. Growing nearby were forked blue curls (Trichostema suffrutescens, which has been 
subsumed under T. dichotomum according to the USF Plant Atlas, even though it looks morphologically 
very different), Florida scrub species, and sand spike-moss (Selaginella arenicola).  Sand pine (Pinus clausa) 
was also present, short shrubby specimens with low branches and flammable needles to promote the flames 
needed to open their cones and release seeds.  This strategy is opposite of longleaf pine, which sheds lower 
branches to protect needles and cones from fire. 

The Gold Head Branch steephead ravine was formed by surface water percolating through sandy soil 
until hitting an impermeable layer and seeping out, causing upstream erosion.  From the boardwalk along 
the stream, we saw several riparian fern species, plus Virginia sweetspire (Itea virginica), swamp doghobble 
(Eubotrys racemosus), and pipestem (Agarista populifolia).  Large needle palms (Rhapidophyllum hystrix) 
and 3 different species of bay (loblolly [Gordonia lasianthus], swampbay [Persea palustris], and sweetbay 

Paynes Prairie Chapter members with 300+ year-old Longleaf Pine
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[Magnolia virginiana]) were also present along with 
flowering toothpetal false reinorchid (Habenaria 
floribunda)!  Smallflower pawpaw (Asimina parviflora) 
was scattered through the woods, with partridgeberry 
(Mitchella repens) as a groundcover. 

Our walk continued through a gradual transition 
from hardwood hammock to longleaf pine flatwoods/
sandhill habitat, indicating hardwood encroachment 
due to fire suppression.  Last burned in 2019, this 
area showed sporadic longleaf pine regeneration 
but is still too dense for optimal reproduction. 
Plants spotted here include goats rue (Tephrosia 
virginiana), fringed bluestar (Amsonia ciliata), 
and several patches of flowering fragrant eryngo 
(Eryngium aromaticum) and fewflower gayfeather 
(Liatris pauciflora var. pauciflora).  We also saw some 
nice summer farewell (Dalea pinnata var. pinnata), 
which, true to their name, were full of red buds ready 
to open.  Other notable plants were dogtongue 
wild buckwheat (Eriogonum tomentosum), gopher 
apple (Geobalanus oblongifolius, formerly 
Licania michauxii), flowering lopsided indiangrass 
(Sorghastrum secundum), and pineywoods dropseed 
(Sporobolus junceus), a wiregrass look-alike.  

After returning to the park entrance, Reed led a 
search for a 300+ year-old longleaf pine.  Along this 
trail through more sandhill vegetation, we saw  the 

LOCAL NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

150 Chiappini Farm Road
Hawthorne

352-475-5413

Falling Creek Nursery
Open by appointment, in Lake City

386-965-2389 (call or text)

Natural Treasures
Open by appointment, in Trenton

352-225-1381
naturaltreasuresfn@gmail.com.

Notestein Native Nursery
Open by appointment, in Gainesville

352-372-2107

Grow Hub
Open Mon-Fri 8am-12pm 

and Sat-Sun 9am-3pm
2900 NE 8th Avenue

Gainesville
352-275-7144

Fewflower gayfeather, Liatris pauciflora var. pauciflora

delicate purple flowers of grassleaf roseling 
(Callisia graminea), along with queens delight 
(Stillingia sylvatica) and the ever-present 
cottony goldenaster (Chrysopsis gossypina 
var. gossypina).  About half a mile down the 
trail, we spotted the big pine, it’s massive trunk 
3-4x the diameter of the second-growth trees 
around it.  It’s hard to imagine what thousands 
of acres of longleaf pines of this size looked 
like in the past but places like Mike Roess Gold 
Head Branch State Park give us and future 
generations the opportunity to see a small 
piece of what once was one of the greatest 
grasslands on our continent.  Thanks to Dr. 
Reed Noss and all of the Paynes Prairie FNPS 
participants for a lovely walk in the park.
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   OCTOBER FIELD TRIPS! 
with Lee Bloomcamp
Saturday, October 29

Saturday October 8:
Special Extra FNPS Field Trip: 

Fall Flora in the Sandhills!

Penny and Russ Weber have once again invited us to enjoy the fall wildflowers on their JY Wilson Sandhill Grassland, 
approximately 500 acres between Gainesville and Lake City. Through a management regime of frequent prescribed 
burning, the Weber property has incredibly diverse native ground cover.  We will see blooming grasses and wildflowers 
at the height of the season.  More than 240 native species have been documented in recent plant surveys, and there 
are more to discover.  We are very fortunate to have this extra field trip in October. Note that this  will happen 2 weeks 
before our regularly scheduled meeting and field trip.

This field trip will be limited to 15 participants so please RSVP to reserve a space or get on the cancellation list. 
Please do not bring pets.  
On October 8, we will meet in Gainesville at the Springhill Commons Publix on 39th Avenue near I-75 at 8 AM to 

caravan to site.  The field trip will start at Weber property at 9:30 AM.  
If you are coming from Lake City or other northern locations, meet at 9 AM at the Wendy’s on Hwy 47 just south of 

I-75, exit 423. 
Contact Rob Garren 352-316-5439 field trip leader and organizer, to sign up or if you have questions.

Part 1: Alachua Audubon’s 
Native Plant Garden 

9:00 am
We will meet at Alachua Audubon Society’s native 

plant garden at the Prairie Creek Bird Banding Lab, which 
is located at Alachua Conservation Trust’s Prairie Creek 
Lodge property at 7204 County Rd 234, Gainesville, FL  
32641.  After turning in to the ACT driveway, the first 
right will be to Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery. 
Drive past that turn and take the second turn, a hard 
right.  Park by the large pole barn straight ahead. We 
will be treated to a demonstration on the capture and 
banding of migratory birds that helps scientists track 
their movements and populations over long period of 
time.  We will also explore the native plant garden at the 
lab, and discuss the importance of flowering and fruiting 
plants to migrating birds and local wildlife populations.  
There are several trails adjacent to the garden area that 
we can explore as well.

Part 2: UF Bat House
before Sunset

On the evening of Oct 29, we’ll hopefully be viewing 
the bat emergence at the UF bat houses, located on 
campus on the north side of Museum Road, across from 
Lake Alice.  Limited parking and seating are available.  
The bats normally start emerging 15-20 minutes after 
sunset, so arriving prior to sunset ensures a parking and a 
good view.  There could be a large crowd of people that 
evening in Halloween garb, so prepare for people and 
bat watching! 

Bat feeding activity is determined by weather- if it 
is raining, windy or cold (below around 65°F), they will 
not emerge, as their insect prey will not be present.  
Please check the weather forecast for sunset times, and 
temperatures, and we will also post updates on the FNPS 
Paynes Prairie Chapter website. 

https://goo.gl/maps/TzkUR1xVGuX7bR2NA
https://goo.gl/maps/ASeCYjnNfZrFXTfX8
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Forage+Farm/@29.5866586,-82.2457113,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e8a0476a54eb89:0x687bb6497ed723b8!2s7204+Co+Rd+234,+Gainesville,+FL+32641!3b1!8m2!3d29.586654!4d-82.2435173!3m4!1s0x88e8a040bc315155:0xb89393f4948ae1d4!8m2!3d29.5862258!4d-82.2408681?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Forage+Farm/@29.5866586,-82.2457113,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x88e8a0476a54eb89:0x687bb6497ed723b8!2s7204+Co+Rd+234,+Gainesville,+FL+32641!3b1!8m2!3d29.586654!4d-82.2435173!3m4!1s0x88e8a040bc315155:0xb89393f4948ae1d4!8m2!3d29.5862258!4d-82.2408681?hl=en
https://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/
https://paynesprairie.fnpschapters.org/


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Erick D. Smith
erick@kestreleco.com

(352) 380-0648
Certified Arborist FL 5376A

Michael Meisenburg
michael@kestreleco.com

(352) 339-0701
www.kestreleco.com

Native plant restoration
Biological Monitoring

Invasive/exotic plant surveys & control 
Tree surveys & hazard tree evaluation

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card-sized ad in JPG or 
TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues, January- November 
(except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.



CALENDAR
Paynes Prairie Chapter

Florida Native Plant Society

October 8: 
Field Trip

JY Wilson Sandhill Grassland
8:00 am

(See page 6 for details)

WEDNESDAY October 19: 
General Meeting

 7:00 pm IN PERSON
(See page 1 for details )

October 29: 
Part 1: Alachua Audubon’s 

Native Plant Garden 
with Lee Bloomcamp

9:00 am
(See page 6 for details )

October 29: 
Part 2: UF Bat House
with Lee Bloomcamp

sunset
(See page 6 for details)

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer FL 32618

the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida.

The society fulfills this mission through: 
• Support for conservation land acquisition
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants
• Education
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species
• Research on native plant species and, 
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve 

Florida’s native plant heritage.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his 
photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick

