
    Ross Barreto is a senior botany 
major at the University of Florida 
and a current Student Conservation 
Association intern at Ordway-
Swisher Biological Station. Born 
and raised in Winter Park Florida 
he has developed a deep love and 
appreciation for the native flora and 
fauna of the state. Throughout his 
time at UF Ross has helped start up 
and expand the University of Florida 
Native Plant Nursery and has grown 
tens of different species. He has also 
assisted in several ongoing research 
projects at the university including 
a tree mortality survey across the 
Eastern United States through a 
National Science Foundation grant 
project as well as assist in setting up 
permanent botanical plots at DeLuca 
Preserve in South Florida. Ross 
has also taken an interest in native 

gardening and the best methods to convert your yard into a native ecosystem to be 
both aesthetically and ecologically functional.   
     With all these experiences Ross has found that conserving and understanding 

nature through ecology to be one of his biggest passions and hopes he can make 
an impact in preserving and protecting the state he loves. He will be talking with us 
about what are the best native plants to attract birds to your yard without the need 
of a bird feeder. Like bird baths, it has been found that bird feeders spread avian 
diseases and planting natives could be a way to lower transmission rates.
Join us at the meeting to hear more from Ross!
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MEETING 
INFORMATION

The Paynes Prairie Chapter 
of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is located in 
Gainesville and has a large 
and active membership. We 
engage an excellent roster 
of speakers at our monthly 
meetings and sponsor 
activities like plant sales 
and field trips to interesting 
locations throughout north 
central Florida. 

We meet on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month 
at the Unitarian-Universalist 
Fellowship Hall located 
at 4225 NW 34th Street, 
Gainesville, FL 32605. 
Meetings are monthly 
September through May, with 
no meeting in December.  
Each meeting begins at 6:30 
pm with a Plant ID Workshop 
and general socializing. 
Programs start at 7:00 p.m.
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Hello Paynes Prairians!  

We are on the brink of spring. Stock up on allergy 
medications. 

By the time you are reading this we will have 
completed our first tabling event of 2023. The event was 
the Flatwoods Fire Festival and Ellen, Emily, Heather, and 
Gary represented us at our table. Thank You!

Sometime last year, I got a call from a fellow from 
Cedar Key Audubon asking if one of us would like to give 
a presentation on native plants that might be useful for 
keeping birds around the homestead. Apparently, their 
last speaker had advocated for removing bird feeders to 
prevent the spread of avian diseases. I happened to meet 
Ross Baretto soon there after and asked him if he was 
interested in speaking to us and would he address this 
topic. He agreed and has been working on this for a few 
months so I expect it will be good.

Given the talk involved birds as well as plants, one 
of our board members suggested we go to Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park for our field trip. There are plenty of cool 
plants to look at as well as birds. I thought this was a great 
idea given we have at least 2 excellent birders among us 
to lead the trip. This field trip will be a little different as we 
are scheduling it for the afternoon. Let’s say 3pm?  

The reason for delaying our field trip on the 18th 
is because Alachua Audubon is having a Backyard Birding 
Tour from 9am to 3pm. The birder members I mentioned 
want to go on this tour and asked that we schedule for the 
afternoon so they can lead the field trip to Sweetwater. 
Alachua Audubon asked that we share the information with 
our members as well. So, the link to their flier is: 

https://www.alachuaaudubon.org/events/backyard-birding-
tour/

Also this month, the Great Invader Raider Rally will 
be held on February 25. Some of our members will be site 
leaders, some will be participants and some of us will be 
representing our chapter at Morningside Nature Park. If 
you would like to try a short stint at our table, send me an 
email or contact any board member and we will get you 
scheduled. This is a short event 10am – 1pm so no long 
hours at a table. 

That’s it for now. See you on Wednesday February 
15 for speaker Ross Baretto and February 18 at 3pm for a 
trip around Sweetwater Wetlands Park.

- Mark
The Rhexia  is published eight times a year by the Paynes Prairie 
Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. Comments are 
welcomed. Readers are encouraged to submit articles and 
images for publication consideration to gracehowell@gmail.com
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The morning was chilly and overcast; threatening to rain at any minute.  Nevertheless, four intrepid members waited 
outside the gate for Bill Korn to show us the Bova property.  Another gentleman met us at the gate and introduced 
himself as Frank Bova, Barbara Smith’s husband, and told us he would show us the property.  Bill had been at a burn very 
late the night before and would not be joining us. Frank then began to share the family history. I scribbled as fast as I 
could but some of the figures may not be completely accurate but you will get the idea.

This particular 160 acre parcel had been in Barbara Smith’s family since the very early 1900’s. Some may remember that 
Barbara previously edited our newsletter. Originally, in addition to timber, they grew gladiolus and snapdragons for cut 
flowers and used the nearby Waldo train depot to ship them to Jacksonville and then up north. Portions were logged 40 
years ago, and cattle were added to the mix over the years. To prepare for a recent planting, Joe Vaughn FWC Private 
Lands Biologist, walked the property to evaluate it for wildlife. He found evidence of turkeys, bobcats, bear, coyote, 
fox, raccoon, fox squirrels etc. In some areas herbicides were applied to eliminate the midstory shrubs and small trees. 
Other areas were bushhogged to eliminate dogfennel, which can tower over and shade out longleaf pine seedlings. 
The property was burned, furrows dug and 1600 longleaf pine seedlings mechanically planted. About 80% survived. 
Apparently, this is typical. Some areas had to be planted by hand because the large stumps remaining prevented the 
mechanical planter from passing over the area. 

JANUARY FIELD TRIP REPORT

Frank Bova and Barbara Smith’s Farm
January 21, 2023

article and photos by Mark Elliott 
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Following this introduction, 
we were off through the 
gate to see the property 
and what he had just 
described. Immediately 
were startled by a covey of 
bobwhite quail exploding 
from right beside the road. 
Then Ellen identified the 
call of a brown headed 
nuthatch. Apparently, they 
are the first birds to begin 
breeding in the winter/
spring. The theory is this 
avoids predation by snakes 
which are not yet active. 
I love these tangential 
factoids!

The first area had been burned last February. It looked wild with only a few black smudges left on the few remaining 
trees. The dogfennel was pretty tall in some areas. The Bovas burn every other year to eliminate rapidly colonizing 
shrubs and dogfennel. They were supposed to burn today but there was no wind and rain was threatening. In fact, we 
got rained on 3 or 4 separate times but for only short intervals. 

The Bovas plant some longleaf but much of the area 
is devoted to slash and loblolly pines since they grow 
faster. Seedlings are planted 6 feet apart. At some point 
in time, in this case 17 years, the trees stop growing due 
to root competition. They are thinned and that wood will 
become pulp. The remaining trees resume growing and 
will ultimately be harvested for lumber or telephone poles 
depending on their size. New plantings will be long leaf 
in upland portions of the property, where soil does not 
remain wet or flooded, to establish the earlier ecosystem. 

After seeing the different stages of the process, we headed 
back towards our cars. On the way, Frank offered to show 
us the little 1920 house that he has been restoring. It was a 
delightful snapshot of what life was like 100 years ago. We 
thanked him and dashed through the rain to our cars. 

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP! 

Sweetwater Wetlands Park    
with Charlotte Coon

Saturday, February 18, 2023
3:00 pm

Charlotte Coon, the newest ranger at Sweetwater 
will give us a short history of the facility before we set 
off on our cruise around the park. Sweetwater Wetlands 
Park is located at

325 SW Williston Road
Gainesville, FL 32608

The entrance fee is $2 per person or $5 per car. 
There is a cash box or you can pay using an app on 
your phone. The link to Sweetwater Wetlands Park is: 

https://www.sweetwaterwetlands.org/



FNPS Announcements: 

FNPS 2023 Endowment Grant Research Awards, 
Conservation Grant Awards, the Dan Austin Award for 

Ethnobotany, and Cornelia McNamara Grant

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant program for the purpose of 
funding research on native plants. These are small grants ($2500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and 
intended to support research that forwards the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society which is “to 
promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of 
Florida.”

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in Florida. These grants 
($5000 or less) are awarded for a 1-year period. These projects promote the preservation, conservation, or 
restoration of rare or imperiled native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities. To qualify 
for a Conservation Grant, the proposed project must be 
sponsored by an FNPS Chapter.

The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany will provide 
up to $1500 to graduate or undergraduate students who 
are studying Florida ethnobotany – i.e., the study of the 
relationship between peoples or cultures with plants 
native to Florida or Florida ecosystems. These can be 
current uses or historic uses.

The Florida Native Plant Society has established a 
Cornelia McNamara Grant program for the purpose of 
funding applied research on native plants and habitats, 
particularly those that are rare or imperiled. These are 
small grants ($1500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, 
and intended to support research that will yield data 
to inform the management for or restoration of native 
species and habitats.

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web 
site (www.fnps.org), click on ‘What We Do/Awards and 
Grants’. Questions regarding the grant programs should 
be sent to info@fnps.org. 

Application deadline for the 2023 Awards is March 
3, 2023. Awards will be announced at the May 2023 
Annual Conference. Awardees do not have to be present 
at the Conference to receive award.

LOCAL NATIVE PLANT NURSERIES

Chiappini Farm Native Nursery
Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm

150 Chiappini Farm Road
Hawthorne

352-475-5413

Falling Creek Nursery
Open by appointment, in Lake City

386-965-2389 (call or text)

Natural Treasures
Open by appointment, in Trenton

352-225-1381
naturaltreasuresfn@gmail.com.

Notestein Native Nursery
Open by appointment, in Gainesville

352-372-2107

Grow Hub
Open Mon-Fri 8am-12pm 

and Sat-Sun 9am-3pm
2900 NE 8th Avenue

Gainesville
352-275-7144



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS – THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter email your business card size ad in 
JPG or TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues 

January-November (except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.

Erick D. Smith
erick@kestreleco.com

(352) 380-0648
Certified Arborist FL 5376A

Michael Meisenburg
michael@kestreleco.com

(352) 339-0701
www.kestreleco.com

Native plant restoration
Biological Monitoring

Invasive/exotic plant surveys & control 
Tree surveys & hazard tree evaluation

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS - THEY HELP FUND OUR CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

To become a sponsor of the FNPS Paynes Prairie Chapter, email your business card-sized ad in JPG or 
TIFF format to Goldie Schwartz at afn49@mindspring.com. Ads appear in eight issues, January- November 
(except for summer months) for $100 or monthly for $12.50.



CALENDAR

Paynes Prairie Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15: 
General Meeting

 7:00 pm IN PERSON
(See page 1 for details )

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18: 
Field Trip to Sweetwater 

Wetlands Park
with Charlotte Coon

3:00 pm
(See page 4 for details )

Florida Native Plant Society
Paynes Prairie Chapter
Post Office Box 1004
Archer FL 32618

the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native 
plants and native plant communities of Florida.

The society fulfills this mission through: 
• Support for conservation land acquisition
• Land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants
• Education
• Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species
• Research on native plant species and,
• Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve

Florida’s native plant heritage.

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote

Photo Credits: Our thanks to Wesley Hetrick for permission to use his 
photo, Sunrise at Paynes Prairie, on Page 1. See more of Wesley’s images at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wesleyhetrick


